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Black wea tho ceh:- Iduch la-dn the 1960': an mitﬁ.ug decl.du. as
tho vcry t!ao tlnn the Atrican Rwduuw*m Mpod the .
como af histery .ef nurl,y the \i\olo esatinent a.nd hdpdd set in matisi a
tatally new Third World, the Hlacks .i.n the United States cpeaed a'new era of
nnth molu. Hleok and rmu. 'nw Heck studeat nnt.h in Grcmlm-o. %rf-’-
Cauuminl‘.?ﬁomt. by thelr ut-instmdnfwlumsrmangr-gaw
lunch uduntu-. were the first detcastors of the new histeric stzge ware lh-lk.tng
out againlt beth vdute supreascy and their quieacent Hladk ddn-s. The truth,
hovever, is ihat they were standing on the shoulders ef wat Black revslutismary
adults had achisved, net erly in past histery, but in thp histery of the day
bafore, apecifically the ¥entromery Bus Beycstt in 1955-56, initisted iy the
nqtion of a Black werking weman, ﬁou Parke, whe would et give up her ént ts

a e man. It ia true that the Mentgomery Bus Boycott had net ceught the natisne

al imagination and snowbelled, Nerth and Seuth, asz kad the yeuthe® sitein, but

it s there nevertheless shiere we saw the Tirst unity of worker and stuiont,

and alse & new unity of spantanelty aand erganiritien. It wms the first te pro=
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oot & now mannar 6f freedou~aelf-aotivity, aar-dﬁmvt.. selfeorgaiitaztion,
where an w in nearly dsily noeungn. the Elacks decided ail qnﬂti:-m.
from maspce* to ralntaons b-tum naescs and ludurlo Te e Imdcr
propeucd fwm-d ty the boyoott. Rev, Martin Luther. K!.ag, Jre, waw nof. sodn
to forget that it vas the masa moveusat “hat oreatel him, not ha the meox:
novement.l | |
MWMMhicvum of &1l 3n tbalhntemyml doyocott
mmtmtummﬂum. Mhm-ih-mwﬂtwmot
. the developments in tha South throughout the dede of (he 196C%a, this is
thmmmgdaudaotmmkrmm muummm
chﬁrwtwisud tha new atl.ga of fresdom struggles in M Iu-epo. owwﬁ.m:
du-!.ng &ompﬁdnmwwﬂatiwmminm
Huwdly mno mﬂce& the. parsllel betwoan there tuwo diatant mmt.l. rot.
“anze tbaynuth 1n North Cavolina in 1960 unfurled the uwhnnur of m.
and white aiaﬂant.s bogan coning South for Freedoa Rides, Presdon Marches, ‘
Freedoa Schools, 1L vas tic3e new metheds of struggle which &“é-wlm to
Horthern tattles as well, By t.ha tine the U, Sey In Fahrmry 1855, unJ.ooud
an imperialist war on vs.am by bumbing Harol, a whole new generation of

ravolutionarles was borne .

The fact is, hoimver, that at this high peint of devclogment, there
was a schism in the New Left bebteen Hlack and white, 7Tbe maas migretion of
the vhite studsnts from the oivii rights movement to the ndwu' antimVietnan
War mﬂ:lt. without so muck as a "by your leave® to the civil rightl moveRant,
did indeed expoge & racist tinge among the uhite revelutionsries. The fsot
that thoy were unconscious of their racism neither made the truth any lass

1 Seo W by Hertin Luthgor King, dres
Sen ot, jmarican Civildsation on Trial, News & Lettars,

Detroit, 1963,
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x‘nJ. nor hid the grut insaneitivity both h the dmmm. apd to the vanguard
ui.tm-o of tha dssands of the Bhok mm. inds could not have ariee had tha

mw&bﬂniﬂhﬂlﬁ" 'u:l.th thomgmunutty (uhdch is tholi.fohlwd not
ua'dyufthedh..ecue bﬂtoruovu-,rum of mmhinucisf.mlm) of tha
Hacks? I!f.ﬂ!agl.lg from brfors she Civil Wy and after, from before thecmlnd
afier, from bafore the Civil Rights movement of the aarly 1950°a and aftor,
| " fhe ot that Hacks bave alwys bean the tombstons of Amerioan
civilization, ite wimg-. luaei. does not ooly mesn the wxpomwe of tho hollowe
nuiérhwuudw. but dlso the MWoum“mﬂu

rwaluﬁmiu That the latier did not know that the bell tolled for thwm
_!‘urlhu-hm bare thy: tot.a]. blindneanon ﬂxeptrtotﬂm to thcwmiug
h'nﬂ: t-hlt there never wau & pm'.tod. mt even at the uni.th of lunh oreat ms—
mtl u Abolndnaiu. uhm a Crnt Divide hed not suidenly apomd wp Lo rwul
'thtt raoiem held all in its throes. The phﬂ.ouophinﬂ.-poli.ﬁ.cd eaturity,
tho nﬂm-a to be nuu-a. down to the marrow of one's honaa. that the Hack
mclutlnn was MM ihe point of negetion of mi.. di.alosd the
ah.‘l.stnr!.ul. I.poutiul. anti=dialestical attitu:ln o rovolution 12«1!. and,
ﬂ, efore, to the Hlack mapses as vanguwirds. The shites sbo thotght it was
“ni.nphcod concreteness" to ﬁ.ght "only* the Brll Conner &= lgu‘lnst the
Pentagon bombera, disclosed stil). another fora of the Pregmeidem ik ich holds
tﬁs American, bo he sycophant or dissident, in its vise,

If wo take a neasnnd look at the h.'q;h point in the development of
tho Fresdom Now movement in the South, vhen school shildren from soven yeosrs
on up had to face the Bull Connors with thedt catile prods, vieicus dogs,
high presswre hosss, and guns, wo shall see that it was also the point then

King falt he could no longer facoe thoese lrave masees with noneviclence as
the only theory. His famous lotter from his Birmingham jail csll, addressed
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to whits clecgyma, was 4n fact 2n unfolding fw&emﬁt&lmﬂt
philosophy, I6 is trus that, instesd of relating Gosaaiss to Mercise, he
smromed 1t withi Subertsn formulk of "thowdt." But, ty desdgnsting B
smﬂm'mnhmmm. or rathes an inhwma cne, and ot 88 an
"A" question, Dre King reldod alm the queetion of the relationship of
underlying Dctlosophy ¢ concrete sction, mass aotion, 49 1t happeed, this
high point meked the beginning of the end f Reov. n:g'lprodon!.mmoin
lesderohép of the Hack movament. - )
The prolifeation of orgenisktions, frem BCIC to SHCC, from Womn-
powes Uilinited * to Presdom Schools, showed the Hlack youth, rarks end lendors,
moving in Kore revolutiomry directiors, not only when it saue to Rsoticnsz® N
"*. buk also as related fo wiusation, wich oleo liad to be totally wproofed, - (.
S Lsten to Robott Kosca from the Miseizaipp. Frendon Seissoly addressing |
SHCC'e Woatern conforence in the fall of 196l

ess We gob freecdom echools. You form your oin @#chocls.  Bscouse
‘when you come right down to 1t, why intograte their aschools? uWbat
is it that you will learn in their echoolo? Many Negross oan Llearn
“ 4%, but what can they do with it? wbat they really nexd to learn
in how to be orzanised to wrk on tho soclety to change it.. They
can®t lsarn that in £ohools us :

Now nobody eat down and theorised all this. Itfs Just that
you went down thers and started to try to do something ..o Culleg2
kids coms dow, come of the Negroes vho bave come doun, and are
now trying to get back in school, can't relatc to it. That reises
for them tiw whols questivn of sducation, What is the degres?
What do I nesd it for?! Wat can I do with it afver I get itl...

Row what tha SHCC pesple hava found in a slov process \s that
thay don't bave to accept (society's) definition of work, ‘Hat
they ecan defing thelr own. And that they understand a little
battor what At mesns $o work, That ir %5 rexlly put energy inte
sonuthing and to make somothing that's moaningful to yoursalf,

g 2 See Froead ars Speak for Themselves, News & Letters, Detroit, 1961,

‘ ps 23, for a %wwﬁt&m of vomanpower Unlimited, an orgasisatinn of
women in Jackscn, Miss,, formed in 1961 to make lif'e more bearable for
the Freedom Riders imprisionod in the conhty jails.
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see Tho progress we exparience 1s moctly progress in tems of
bt ksppeas to the peopls we are wrking with,
in mayy communities, |
individuel asts just
rovalutionary aot, Siven thedr livss, A communlty has devoloped
An plaocs broause of these actz,  loosl people havas really begun
ht&m:wﬂnqmwoanuungunmrwrmw
s lives, For having ramething to iay abaut 3t. TeNits very
slow, but Atty haprening, ‘ ‘ .

Iz & swise, these peopls have found M. They don't Lave
any participation in scciei; but they're free now. They can do
thingo that theytve wented ta@otbralongﬁnq.

Thaytve besa able to confront pespls whe are on their backs,
Thay tike vhatever in dished outewboubings, shootings, beatinygs,
Watever 1% 15, A’ter poopls live through thad they have s scopw
hat thwy dida't have before, There's o vhole new dixensicn
_ $helr ldves that wan't thers bmfore, )

.

“hat new ddmenston we Wt the shite ctulent youth in the sulf~

L vesity wmsulikowdse trying to resch in the orestion of the Free Spacch Hove- )
o _éont_ at Burkeley, The wovement thers had ‘gono 80 far in philogephicsl nnrmﬁsu
&% 10 "ecoept™ the Marxist theory of wliemtion. At the same time, pragection
1; 80 total in its hold on inerican youth, that the rsu m mor'e prowd of the
faot that it wos "non-Adeoigical! than it was of iis unique achisveseat in
plasing the theory of alienation on o relevant ha'i:cln level, Here iy how
~its best knoun leader, Mario Savio, eoowessad its

I think it would dietori the feots not to make it quite clear
that the tone from the vary beginning and the pozaibility of sucuens
ws founded in & new non-ideclogloal radicalism which is apresnad
mogt cleariy in SHCC, Thoss people whe hikve been most effective
bave been those who have made their decisians from a vary pragaatio
point of view. An sciiviatic prageitioc radical view to be sure,
but not an ideolggicel point of view, '

And apain:

large numbars of students from Borkaley have gons Soﬁ.t.h. &0
thare's constant intelloctual ferment, On tho other hand, the
political lssue is a pretext for this rebellion. The real cause
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s the t.'l.!.cnlt.inn that st.n'lontn foel from whet i a knouledgs
fautary. Kerr iz quite right, You're prososssd, You boucae
anmbcwauatoffnoum. that go through an I machine.
Tae tarrihle dehumnlcgilons The thirgs whiloh are wrst about
- Americs are most orull; nwl&ihd here, (3) :

,&nd(meotpzn. this time ir as mmu&mwu

. : ' Anarics may bo the most mtyﬂ&m-n noustry indi¢ world,
i dot matarially, But intellootwilly it is beneupt, And mcrally 1
- Ats poverivesirisken, But in suwh & way timt it's not clec> to
you that you're poor. It's vary hard ¢o mow nu'n poar i.t you're
sating wall,,..

o _ : swuum ®oitod about polisiocal ideag, mq'vo mt yot
. " dmpred ©0 the apalitisal saolety theyfre golng te enter, But
bduanmtadinm-ummyoumImm!n_erm
sooiety,, muqmummmmmumﬂuwp

mtarl.u &re run in suthoritarian tuh:l.on--mn-\mlpn :
o ‘fuwm ‘aryway=cand that?r the nearast parallel to tho univere
) &w-aoo

In oanma to th...-. the point s.v!n kept, dedving hon. absut_ the rnuagu of
his follow studorits tas that "t.hoy ars peoplo who have not lestned to conpruue.
“Ituts not the refusal to cogpromiss that the mmkn objeotad to,

¢ yoor later,
" vast they objested to was the wanner in which the white sttﬂ-utdforaot &11

about the SGl;th o concentreted on the singlo issus of the Vietam war,

outward, saw the ansay in "foreizn policy," wherecs thoy, the Hlacks, fekt the
ensmy right at home, directiy on their bncksej' The unsaploysent lines wre
ovarvholmning thex, sven as ths Army wes purauing thea.

¥or wae this a phmmnﬁn-
that first appeared in 1965; it ham slusys been preseate The fact that

|
i
f
{
Incofar az the Hlack revelutlonariss were concerned, [:t‘.ﬁo waltes gtill logked E;
E
£
!

Stokely Carmichsel could, at one and the ssme time, raise the ooallest slogan,
"Hell no, we won't gol" and turn against "wWhitey," including the whlts revolus

(3) Along with wxcerpts from his interviews, an erticle by Mario Savio sune ;

mariging his views on the FSM can be found in the pamphlet The Free Speach

i Hovomeat and ¢he Nopro Rovelution, by Merdo Savee, Lugene:ilkar, snd ;
Raya Dunayevskaya, Hews & mtw-. Datroit, 1965, 13289
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tiomries, shousl that being Hlack, he did undarstard the depth of the Hlaoks®
dhdii.n for ke whiites wao had "gane South® but were now back in the metropoles
umu talicing, talking before sarchos, during, efter, .ﬁm&ﬂﬂm.-

fergotung the dhloguo ard work with Blsoks,
" The youth ware with Stokaly vhen ho raised the question of Hlacks

M.tng thszselves and not lotti.ng lesderahip of their movemont stey in ﬂ:.ito
harsis. But the masses wers not witing for him "to iload® them elither., A1l
over the U, B., they vers ri.n!.ng up in new spontanious outbursts. Anyons vho
failed to see the new end of patience in Harlew in 196% could not fail to ses
1t during the next tw long yoara, startiig with Wtts a 1965, woreding
| ﬁn'ouahuut the shole United Sutec. ancl coming to & climax in Detroit u 196?.
rrot. thw. thk leeders ware totally deaf to the naw disti=ztive featimrs in
Datroit opensd & new stage of Black revolt. In common with the
outbursts ocourring everyuhers--fron Hoston to Spanish Herlew, from Tucson to
Newari, from (evalard .to Saccamento, and scue eishty other oitissenthe volos

Dotmlt'n verising, the class upo t of rsse conscionsniess, < .

of ﬁn.gu-. frustraticn with, and rejection of, their conditions of life we
low! and-clear, (Unlike the other rebellions, fetroit revolted, not egainat
*uwhitay" as such, but against racist, clzss aociot‘r-ﬁh.tto forsnen, whito J.%rad;-
lorde, whitc merchants, and of course, whits police. when the wrath of the
Hacks exploded in Detrott, it was ventad not onl._y againet the polica in their
own neighborhcods, or even the police fin general, who tmre the priue targets
of ﬂm sn.tpe:rh. In Dotroit, Blacks msde direct attacks on polica statlons.
Hany other things were naw in the Detroit revolt. Ualike other
cities, here the repossession, as well as the sniping later, were mmraied.
Unlike b.uhttn. where whltes had been pulled trom cars and beaten, in Detrolt
dlacks stoppud in the midst of their activitiées to warn whites mway from cartuin

areas vhere they might run into trouble.
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While none could say there wis an satunl oouander:ls in the face
tordies, white add Rlack mrku-u got along on tho prodmt.lnn .'u.ne betlier than
taey had in yoars. aara_i.a what & Olsok auto worker reported about his shops

A skaletsn wrow of workors appured 8% the Chrysler jack plant
ga.ts for the usrkhpy shift the »eccn’ day of the revolit in Lotrait,
Noprodmunnulrmmnzuﬂvonoﬂd Jno‘.zautvf the vindow apd
890 billowe of black samokc shooting. skywarde, and then ovddenly the
red flamoe following the mmgke, Hvary fowr or five minutee this would
bs repeatad in diffs—ant areas of ihe cily.

We didntt know vhece the forauen ware until an hour istar, when
s Hlzck foreman came up £nd sald they wers in coanference with tho

. plaat swoerintendent, and thet some of the hite foremen wer's
frigatensd stiff, The two he mentioned wars the worset in the pimit,
and hated by asat ef the werkers. Ho said thuse two Lad been in
thers begging to go hswe,

- The supsrintendent told them to go out and ‘@0 waat the ‘Blacks
SR , and young workers felt toward them. uy:rormnuuked up and siid,
e o nfou and I have alwys gotten along 0.K, I'know we heve had minoyr
: = srguwisnts, but vhen it was cver I alwiys fergot it, and I foel vure
' you did {oe, Now I know this riot is not because ali colered n
: p:eplo are btads the ymmg whites are Juﬂ: as bsd, just as guilty L
of orimes.” :

He wanted to know exactly vhat everyone that worked for him .
felt about him,especially the young Blacks, - Wiile he wep saying

" this to me, practically every foreman had gne or tuo Hlacks core |

nered off axking them tho sama thing,

The following day thosa tws foramen did not come in. In fact,
thoy stayed swny the ontire week, a

It has boen & woek since the ravelt's been over, iot one
foreman in our plant has raiged his voice at & worker, and they
sear: t0 be leaning bickwards to sowe of the Hlack workers,

One guy sald, "m. the desiruction was unbalisvable; but
coneidereing wnst it did for us about changing the foremen's
attitude, it zhoukd kappen overy month."

P

Where what exerges from the actual strugzles of the Rlacks is a
search for & total philosaphy to nhange soclety frow the botiom, the lokders,
sulf-atyled and othervise, who presunad to speck “for the Hiacks, “shortechanged

that into a slogan.

And & tactic imposed from abave,  When a Black eaid,
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“

rioll ro, vo mn‘t. go,." what he w2 saying was: wo chould be fighting the

oneciing l.t home=woor Jobs, ppor hones, Mthe hole wyetem,® mot thu Vietnanere
:peoph. wiat he was ot .,-,riag st o8 against wy hone hm. I chooss to live
: mcm.nnor Cuba, or Russis, urma?hhwn.

. Black eonseionaness, Afro=Aasrican roots, aumrensss of thmelvaa

23 a pedple, a neilon, & rece, Hiack is besutifui, and 1t is slso revolution
ary. M o youth e soworising Kalocn X'a records; they Méntiﬂod vitx
‘mim, ezpecially after he broke with Klijah Nohamiod®s Hlsck Mosliss, shen he
n.c noving toward a new reveiutionary universelism. In that oru:dial. year,
1966, when Stokaly (on that Semous mrch through the South, alongoide Xr.
. Fing uid Senes Horedith) firet 7aided tho slogan, "Rack Fowor,” be signallad

‘sore thm tho e of Dr, King's predouinance in the 1udsrbh.tp of ‘ths um-nt.- s

"1* ws: 6180 thobeginnl.mof thodim!mbotmenrsukandanludwu. hmselt

upludeﬁ. If. iz true ho elntrﬂ'!.ed the erow:l. vhen he first moundnd the

2logani ’

The only sey wo gonna atop thoem shite men froa huppin® us is
waeen saying frexdom for mix yeass and we aia't
‘What we gonna start saying now 1a Black Foweres.
Id.n't nothin® wrong with anyting a1l black fcause I'n 031 blask
ard I's all good. Now don®t you be afraid. And from now on vhen
they ask yon what you want, you know vhat %o tell them.

A1l answared: "black Powert g_n_gl_:,gq__m_u'_l BLACK POWERI" But as the slogan
caught..an. Stokely himself was off elsowhere, Noithar he nor any other Hlzck
militant leader was iistening tc the voices that came from bealsw, leesi of ali
ﬁou: Elack workera.

Thare waa very nearly the samo separadicn of Hlack leadevs from
Alack meoses as there ms betusen oiit.&.at shite revolutionaries and the Hlasck
cormunity. There cartainly was the azame theorstio vold on the part of the
leadars, In moving away from Dr. Kingfs non=vicleace, the new nilitant Hiack
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lesdsrs did not wove awey from Amrlcan pregmatise, did not even attumpt to work
Nothing shows this iaore clearly than the
manner m which thoy redunod tks yevolutionary hueaniss ard profound philosophic
oonuept of the needed ®"new Mgl that frants hm ws mchhin; to the vorld,
to a nare qmﬁennf vislence versws nonevislance. This was hagdiy tl:o questian
vhich osparated them from elitiat white resolutionaries,
lecd them beck to unprincipled eolhhont!.on under the Maolst siogan, "Power
‘gomeg out of tie tayrel of a g™ Beum the Jack of phﬂosophlc gresp hap -
'halped bring about an i.q\uuo aot oa:l.y in the Wiack movemeat, but mmong 111 t.ho
: _"mpuuinu m:l ncufmu" fer’ thurocmtrmucn of sobtety on tahny nw o
hog!.nniml. llhoﬂw.‘ our paiat of concern 19 the .'lr.ult phmcmn-iinn'a
'Mhanmn. or the youth, or Chicanos, or Indiane, or, for that ut-.tor. the’
shole nﬂxd World, it beccuaa nwummm to stay
a while l.orum' with the theorat:&enn of the Third World, shom ol.-.r young Hlack

“out & ph.ilowplv of tot.il fresdon.

Indead, it would scon

ludu-l lsct oltan quoto md most oftan misrsprumt.

Because Fanon has & great deal to eay ovn vi.nlama. and that ia the
only thing many Black ludaﬂ took fyom him, cne would think he has nothing
elso to say. Firat of all, vhat he says is abeolutealy correct, both historically
ard theoretically. - Though ﬂm Hlaok Panthura act &g Af Fanon's thesis is the
sano as the Vaoist oversimplifioation, "Power comes ou} of the barrel of =2 gun;"
his beautiful first chapter, "Concerniny Violence," has nothing whatsoever to
do with Mzo. On the contrary, it has evarything ¢o dec with the concrete

decolonivation of Africa as "a hintorical process; that is to say that it , '

P S
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cannot be underateod, it rennat become intelligihle nor clear to itaclf axcept
in the exact moasure that we can disewrn the movements swhich give it hiatoriesl
form and content.! (%)

(4) Frantz Fanon, fhe Wratched of the Farth, (rove Press, N. Y., 1966, pe 29=
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while his Anerican follows chose to disrecard I-‘amn'a d&ﬂmtiot.
thqy mansged to present ovan thoso points of Fanon that they quoto correatly
om—am«ﬂy Thus, it ir tru-a that Famz: uns a groat deal wore fu.ﬁx in the

: pclmta os "crolutionlri.u t.han An the prohurht. But, sgain, i is concrete

b L T § TR P T TR o Tk Mok L vt

-athe peasantry s.a the underdevaloped countrier 15 the rﬂolut.i.ourr farce.
The colom; have tried, and moratines succesded, in corruptirg city Anhabltaanias
mlohrht apd inteliectunls pnd ledders of the naticnal movements. Fanon

40 ML AR
IW
i

devotes & vhole chapter to the "Pitfalls of Xctional Consciousness,” and "the
4, hsineu of the fatailestuals:”

. gistory tesches ue clenrly that toe battle against aai..mm-
doss not in straight sway clong the 1inas of nationalicm.s.
1t 6o bappons that the unpreparednses ef the siucated classesn,
ﬂwhckofprumdunku betwsan thea and the mess of the
P . thelr lasiness, and lot 1t be aald, their cownrdise
&t the uouivu lmunf. ot the struggle will gi.va :-ua tn

tragic mishaps, (p. 121

Hot only doen he drkw: . ahu-p 1ine betwean masges and londwu bafore conquest

of powar, but he does %0 a.fter also.

‘Pinally, it is true that Fanon exposes the horrora of Western
givilisation, rejects it ao any model to fallow, - He tells his .an-iw: comradess
nlot ua waste no time ln sterile 1itanies and nanseating nim.icry. Leave th:l.e )
Europo vhers they aro never done talking of Man, yet murder men averywhere they
find themees® (pe 252) But it 18 not true that he has only the lack in mind.
He is most specific on the fact that with the disappeerance of colanialism am)
"aplonised m.“"’ﬂ:u new h cannot da otherwino than defline ; neu

hmﬁlm both for itsalf and for others." (p. 167) Clearly, the dialectice of

1ihoration is not enything pragmatic, nor sonething only thkES)mzch 1ean

narrowly nationslistic. It i flobal &3 woll as ravolutionsrys it 1s f.oul

et L e T T e B Mg

(s} Indeed, he civillits Sudapest ao well as Suse with beglng more recisivo
moments of confrort.nu.on than the Korean wWar. See especially p. 62
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a_n well a8 historically continuous. It is, as he put it, 3 I"n-'w huasnlam, "

ltinnga' to H&rxllna sad, bove all, impossible of achievement if the
ludu-s uallto thenmslves Srom tho msu.
-one Black worker frou Osldland, Clwornh. disgusted with what

becane of the Elack ?om slogzn, wote:

Hlack power has beceme & gigantlo raindear-hat rack with many
opponi.nz wats hanging theve, Anslding the hat of Black ocapitila
igm, Thn poasiblo unity of Black &nd’ shits wrkers to destroy
 the system of mpltn.imuapmchnthogutncvaoflu
raiddlo class i.nf.c‘.!lechnh and alitist groups, al.sek ar \Mto.

‘The most a.nti.-ol!.tint new forca that came onr the historie atugo m o

tho turbuleat *60ts was Wmen's ubuut.im It swprud wvesyous, the New

Laft most of all, dnoa thnug,h bora out of tho Nw 1aft, it vas tho x-.m Ini't‘ g
Lt. oppued. The nn weman sho had perticipated in every phasc of u:o )
rrudm morexmts rotuud to continue being tho mhu. the mwmphars.

- the "iadies! auxiliarics” to the laft. They demanded an and tn the sapar:t.inn
of mcnul and manwl iabor, not only within the whole scaiety, but wlthin the
1aft !.tsolf. end spplied to ucntn They were not afraid to atiack the nele=
chauvinism in the Hlack wovement; Blrok and white womea joined togather to

" do bettle with tho arrogance of a Stokely Carmichael, who bad said that Rthe

' posi.éion for women in the acvement is prone.” 3o uncompronising as woll as
adamant wao thelr atisck on elitism and suthoritarisnism that the very zinvc-
ture of the now Women's Liberation groups , ths smll groups that sprang up
w&yﬁ!ua. h’-gg'm affort to find & form thed woull allow for the self=
developaent of the individual woman,

Noreover, the women Burprised everyone with their nilifancy because
ﬁi":‘ already wes 4 new wnen's organization, N.0.W.3 but for from attracting

them, they considered it too concerned with middleeclass and profcasionnl
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.-ibn'tq'a isnuons, Slddﬁly;!‘mnlo;chawm“bocm es Lopilar a slogan as

Pand the wer,¥ soxiss becanme as vs.ol.onn An enemy as ranism, and for t.he
mm. fresdoa nov meant f.uqy. tod-.y- ot tomorrow, today nof. tho dqy of
:-ov ut.i.on. ;ush 1&33 the dny artm-. todqy meant roday this very m-mt.
in thiz vary relaticaship with "my man."

The wonen refused to consider the rolltiomhip of womair to Ean to be
a "prl.uw affair,® That was only one mcrs way to make women feel izolnw
and holplun. The idea of freedoa Min the airn Quickly spmead to thousands
of women vhe had norer bafore been "pRlitical,” who suddenly saw ther cwn
; lz.vu in a diSfarent nght. dad anve there was o Eg___gg_f‘-md ﬂuro vag one
.'-‘ betoro tbo "m.d“ aekm'dlodgcd it u‘tm' the mass demonstrations in Immm*

19?(.‘,-t.ho vhole ltnoc'hwe of tha country changed. Collact:lv.i.w and hnd.lvldu- "

L

dl.ty bmxo muplrablu. 88 the heightaned concciousness allowed -the man
%0’ nndu-stlnd that they were "Individualised through the process of hismrj."
Hare 1.5 b ona young woman lmrized what she thought ver'g the
now doors opened by tho lbmen's JAberation movement:
The mavemcnt has ratssd many new questions about weamen whizh
"are both & shock to %aa who are not 'uttunad to listening fer new
forces of revolation, and at the same time show the tniversality of
the movement's idess. Thase ﬁun have not alvays boen heard oclearly,
par(-.‘!; bocause the best organimed and publicised parts of the movement
lra]uou riddle~class oriéeatad groups, more because the mavement has
not yet "provedn 1taalf, or fully defined itself through aciion,
Whethor this is bscause it is so young, or because of the. thesratical

impagse it haz reeched, or both, the point is that it has Already
represents
achieved much, pracisely because it fg an idea whose time hauw como,
[hus, on the question of equal pay with men==today nearly every.

one, oven man who aro terrihle male=chauvinists in thoir personal
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1dves, will -g_roo with yoh‘ on this, Yeof three or four years :go. at

the start of tho moveasat, the iden ws considered shocking, The
c'z;.m. 35 not because any statistics that show that mowt waen who

m" do 8o becauss t&.ar must to support f.hmdvu or their families, |
.uthﬂ' than for "pin woney, have changed, bul because the beliefs that
o m notieand ¥good® women did not—eget Joba, and tiat woumn are
"uorth 1us" thag =en,; wers o i.ngralnnd, ‘It. hos taken nuoh talking and
gation jmt to sonvince men that women are pot inherently m«m. azd
t.htresutyoroqwlmunmlah:zmoff.

m, in apno of sdverss publiclty about ngly "girla" bining bres.

and \m.tunr ohw neasense tho nlo-chluv:!.ni.m phy 2 in ordm- tn
7 flsko tht mt look silly, more and more women koop "joi.n.ng" M'..
m dﬁﬂ'cu-cnt. kinds of man vho had never joined anything, bnforo
hlw b-cule mume-n --und t.hinkoﬂ In addition to those by’ 0a21
thauolvu munbl:rl of - the movement, thounnds ma‘ﬁ%‘.ﬂ%ﬂ.
fmu the m].f-.u not.lm-s' orgmmti.omto the new drives to uniornise
mm'u 1ndu3trios and fight ducrmﬁﬁlﬂwm unione. i
And the many boices exprassing the ldean of Womends Libaration wire
not the remilt of women reading Sexusl Politics, much less the hundreds
'qr less serious worke on the subject, but of the hunger fer new roles
in e socloty and new relatlonships with others,

Thus, the movement brought Hlack and white revolutimlu togathar, ,
The Hlack dimension had been the catalyst fer the first women's
movement during the AboliticyRit movement, E&wn Slack woman such as
Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman wers speakars, leadurs, "genersls,™
and inapired the white women who ware still subordinates to the male
Abolitionint 1eadams.] The suffrage movemont arose out of thsAboiitionist

one, but later when :hg white misrldle~class womon lost their linke with
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the dack and pvmotnrun wowan, tha strugglu var nm'owcﬂ Juet,
'gotting the votes., Tho new faﬂ.in.iats &re loarping thair huw,y.
coneluding that the movement mupt Awlude Hlaok ang proleiarian wesen,
and also thet vomen dust fight for tho.i.r omm frudaz in order (o be able
to fight for that of othora,

1ike the aeal xiners end aute wrkers sho asked, whily thyy
Tought il1%ing autuatlon. "ihat kdnd of work should man dotv, (6’
- MR wonon &re asktieg, "hat kind of work ahould Duen daf®  Must thero
bonhmuhadmd thntunmen &hotﬂ.donlydohowm&—dun, hu-d. :
ni.ndloas ho\umk—or its equivaleat in the market pluce? Hor.en are |
danudi.ng to. use thedr ‘heedn, to be hm bo.tns- instaad of Just ux
ebjoots and househeld robots, And even moro rum!anenhu,y thqy are’ ‘
llkiw. "What kind of work should we !g,__'l" In udd!.t&an t.o the- qmation '
of oquel pay, thers is that of belng pa:ld gj,gay t.lut bousewifs (the
nnvalent. l!ulch is very sensnitive to languago that roinforces canoepta'
ot‘ nalo dominktion, has also pointed out how alienating the word
"housewifa" ige~the wife is pnot even &n appendage to & man, but o &
hl;ma). the houzewife who haws no independance because she hao no money
of her own and must obey her man or she may find herself on the straet;
the working woaan wio has to put in & second full, unpald worlkday when
she comas home, 6o thet she doomn't iza?e & moment to think let algna
participute in a movement. This is not even a queation of valuing

manual work properly, bug of valuing_ "women's work' at all, 3o long as

wonan's role is thought to be "inharently" to serve men, we capnot aven

get to the quasiion of who doss mental labor,

(6) See ibrkara nattle Autometion, News & Letters, Detrost, 1960,
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The qu.ooﬂan of what kind of work we valus can be sean moxt

drasatically in our attitude towsrd reising children, It is society's
childrea that wozen are rafsingt evea the biggest capitalist weuld
huve to udatt there uouldn't bo wuwch s$mago fo his life if averyons
stoppad having children. Iet the pcoplo ﬁ:o are given must of the Job
of child care ars traated as Af tils were some sort of sutomatia,
mechenioxl process-=fwman's funotion"ewwhich detorves no help or
compensstion, Thie vieyw is ssen most clearly inthhe trestment of

ADC sothers. ) They l'.ro callad ¥lany,® and sondemed for "rotuning
zowk."m,nﬁata-mﬂmlwol, uuuhingnbumhut
mummmkaun. mmaommuatwru. Parheps this

' -‘hplrt of our oomdi.i,yf-tishim: producing m(zmuum

thﬂs hlvl.ns mm is tho laut. of J.t) is . un.inpc'rt.mt uhcn or'.Ly

Shlnge are iapm't&nt. ' - : o
m. of these questions boil down to, ‘"what kinds of g];gl_.g_o_p_ of

" work should humen beings havel", which is the caniral Qmuon for

buldlirg a now soclety. For women, tais nrevades every isous, from-
that of abortion {ths ohsice ot to raise u ch@ld).. to sharing the
housework and ohildersising with the sun and having dw-;cnfe_ centars,
to gotting better jobm. to forming entirely new human relaticnships.

(7) e writer considers the Bational Welfare Rights Organization thc
first and groctost VWomen®s Iiberation orgpanisations One membor

has urittm: ovs L., N b {a70 B
A woman it artdinrdh ot 19?0)
non\nhthinglsamtodes nf%t feal 1liko 3 wezan any-

moresssieising children in a noc!.oty 1ike this 1x iwnoileees
' they want to take my children because I refused to send thenm
to mchool without sufficleat chothing, We went downtown Lo sow
the walfare officinls (chout increasinz the clothing allowancn)
ard they said ws could stay as lonz 63 we veren't a nuirance,
Hut AT we weren®t a nulsanca to them, they's just walk by us all
day long. I've blocked doors. Thatis the worsi thing in the
world according to them. The worst thing in the world to me
13 children sho dont have enough cloghes and enough to eate..

Ve are a group of women whe have jolned togather=aa group
of women who know what 1t is to fight, what it is to be waiked
on, what it 1s to bo kit on the hud.-..noedom in sonathing that
all of na newl, Ubman raallv need it, Ov'_ . iz 13299
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Hm!d...d hey ovidently readhed the ewd ot meﬂ-u.ng when the 1-i.oheat

n.nd mt powerful silitary uu.ght on ecarth uhouts ths heaveas, mot about
the wnders of its production, affluance, or nuclur gigrntinm, but about the
"atrange spl.rit of mslaise i:hruughout the hnd " This San't all dus to & apirit,"
Ithuvq.rdup oeomu.tc rootss 4All one bas to do tc seo this iz locck at the
intess ﬁguru an the stete of the oconamye By the goverment's own standerd,
tuu?ahﬂva m & half million pmpla lived in povarty in 1970, More thnn
13.5 nillion Micmarmeivo mlru'o usutlmo—ono out of seven poopla in
ch !crk and San Frencisco, one out of four in Newark, Wnlut Ma risea
“to 6.2 per, ocent, and that figwo is neaningless vhan it comes to'the thk E
comunlw, uhm anploynent Tune to no less than 25 pu- cant in the "i.mm'

c!.tw." 'mo uto of poverty ror Blacke was 32.1 per cent, nbout thras t.i.nes the
uto for Ilﬁ.tas. in 1970, Thu is during a pcr.lod of sorgrsat growth thlt
N:l.mn hurried to announce we had reached the trillicn dollar lavel! The tro-xhle
vith his "unptlrallolod prozparity" is that, firat and foremost, both the - '
constantly rising mumber or poor and the army of unmployed bave bzecome as
pecmansnt features of the aconony as milltarization anl ongolng wars,

Thus, though the United Statas heads the list of the major world powars
in ite axpanditure for the military, it is also at the head in Ats rumbsr of
unemploysd. According to the U,S, Arms Control ardd Dimnmt Azeacy, the

percentage of the gross national product for allitury purposes is 8,5 par cent,

as againat 5.8 peraantr spent by Groat Britian, 2&11. per cent by West lermany,
and only 1 percent by Japan, At the same time,/the United States ra unerploye
mant‘zg 36 percent, Britlan 2.5 perceat, west Germany l.6 parcont, Jepan 1,2

Theso are 1969 figures and are gpiven here only for purposes of relating
For as we saw above, "HyEwg.

porcent,
the militery expenditures to tho unemployment figurea.

/e tually doubled,
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" So decadent hao cepitalism become that even the ruling class itaelf

—and ¥4 with state intervention at all levels, frou uar to ™walfarc’ for the
banafit of the up!.t.llht olngsewcoisidsrs the 330 bdillion annwlly powred inte
the Vht;ma Whr as baing innufi‘ialm‘.’ly profitablel | Even for tham, it is-“the
weong Mare" lhﬂom. the inflation shich nlaku the doliar sturd up in the
international maviost only With tha crutches of full state backing plug out-
‘right Mintustrial helotry” (to use ex-Prize Minister Wileon's prrase), SR
- helps 2ead the ey to the farst umu..tm.m-m- rececsion, ¥ot afl
 the tricks in Rixon's bag, from the state pmmmg learned during World W
IT to the ruchesr ovu’d.'.l.l. oAnR w gat the =o'.ma-y out of ity s;mn.
It ts sick, sick, wlck. , ‘ A o
‘Ramgant racisy,vhich makes 211 thess -eccnoric burdens fall heaviest
on the Hlacks, has yot to be fully grasped by the white mcluunmrm. m;
is \dv the thks kosp ..nsuting that not only is tho oppresser clul reicist,
but that racisa remains the issue also S SNRECa in the couniry &8
a whole, mcluﬂ.ng the whito revoiutionsries,
‘mus. as late as 1970, at the very mmt swhen the flack stuwlents were
coming out in solidarity with the murderad white students at Kent Stats

Univergity, the experience with shites, not bigots but revclutionary vhites,
was shattering. In contrast to the mass outpouring of protest all ovar the
country to the Kent killinza and the Cambodiar. invasion, thers was very nearly
total silance on the pert of whitss to ths happenings in the Soﬂh. the .
murderf of Elacks by police and -tha planned and maseive gunfirs powred out
at the Hlack women's dormitory at Jackson State. A1l the Hlacks, nc matter
what strata, avowed that racism was in fact 60 deep and ingriined and lrres
versible as to hold alf vhites in its throes.

Thus, the Dlack {i.L.{s, the very ones who are still in Vietnam,
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wé!.omé the sems ddsoriminaticn as in the South, arl as & t\u-;yur um-vey(B)

B ,.m:.cl ther uadd the mnekmuhrsuuhst they call "an equiliser, The
. aaet (w vhits man} got nis Ka nuz Xian, The Hlack Penthers give the beast
4 mam:mrm.nmamfmuﬂ the XXX all of owr 1ives."
um.amakmrkﬁhmautolm paids “Ihuohho%lomd
-Bis dum ¥e amopud.(’wo havo to take the lesser of two svils,* are

(=2 e L i s

: Ien heys to ge 4o the erirems v, Racisa 1z the iscue here, and far

e

ﬂmt m nud 2 rwol"mn." 'ﬁu cono!.mlm en the part of everyono | i.nw

1n an' ther. m\—wﬂ aone of the#o mm were taken b.r ravoluuomim-

B3 » th nmn's Sanuthern mugy is not \ént the-
w 11'- h. not ca.ri.ng :bout m.uoka benuno ef the wido-mud ma-

mgter 1sw ard m’dc‘. Brerything lu:mn dm ‘szys: T-dont nesd yoU. thks _

4

gro"‘da_slpmnbh-" ’

(8) The survey vas made by @ ®3ck jowrnalit for the Now York Limos,
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In 196H v.'ll ayos had turnet to rrnncs for it was thm-o thnt. the Mghwt
arupnted

po‘l.nt of develupnent for all new Lagsions snd now forces had m& The nltnau
ranze and

ard o:pnmivenul of the spontaneous wase outburst, tho/rulu!«lucl ty of the

l.cti.ccnl from barricades In tho latin Qunrten' to occupation of tccthu to nass
of in the turbulcat 1960 -
wahu parked o turning peint in hl.lfm-to diwensicn. For the firgt timefa near=

revolution upsurgai An & technolazieally sdvanced country.

Fer the riret tixe
‘olnge tpu birth of tha new :gﬁnut.'lon of ravolutionsrles did the student youth

-and the workers nzuta in mass gctivitios. For the I'.lrat, f,l.m.- did the Horkers

sgudutt. Alldance cnow itself o be 0t only 2 neyf rorn of l‘h"lﬂgl. bu® an enrpcu-iru
ten 2111lsn workers on poneral strike, bhecans
force as thousaids of @iudents in revolt hecm/n n.!J.lion marching feet el mken

- and s...udonta 2nd housewives ard cldasters az well as yout,h boum . nw-rwolntion
undrn!nj.m, de vaulla.
z;wqiuuqht the fact ‘hat the Freach CP, through the OiT, could kecp the uorkarl

Yot ths I‘aut tb.l.t. it vas only a nur. m‘; an utuu."..

eonfined to Fofarmist demands vhich made it unneceesary for de iaulle, cnco

he orgl.niud t.he oounto:-rwolution. to noacl A bloodbath to koep the mxss revelt
not only
from bocom.!.mr 3golal revolution, n-tm-auv put a qunation mrkfmm- s vevoluvtion
. rapsoardists? like the
- thmt but the mmmm mtalwintu wao, though they foufht the

"CP counterwrevolutionary uctiﬂ.tioc, held on to the stme concept of & "vmgm:d
) ¢/ ' 0 ‘ .

Party to lead the ravoluunn."l /Dln.lal -.'ohn-Bmd.i.tuﬁ& absolutely right vhen he

said that the soveaent was beyond tho small partics which wanted to l#ad, But he

wMam wrong to hold on to so abatract s view of & philosophy of liberstion sw %o

think that theory can be picked uwp "an route.” thout theory the road to rovolution
lad fen route” to novherss the revoluilon=toebs was & gtillebirth, lhich only

+ mm’l .
incrossed the andless output of books on it. 43 ons young/revolutiocnary wWio was a

mthmdtnor partdodpant in the oveals put it: VAt no tiee,1848 to 1968, have thers

been more annlyses, wmore solutions, moro answers thrust uvoen the revoluticnary ace
tions of the Polish, the Jerman, the Cssbhosiovak, and most spacifically the Freach
uasses thoet what we are witneasing today.

et "Far Sartre, tha barrloaces ol Frence and

the gsneral strike had a certain ressshlance o the Castré type of insurrectlon,

S r c oy 6, 1s8,,thore 0 ABpEC China%s
Y el ‘Ravolneiony rFogltt.'hr"n'omt:lah%:’: Tt s o revoLation Aincs one lncredisnt

S ned freal' vaniuard party. For soze n:btantnll.st-nmrchhts it W= a collectivs

e madnoass which prowdly had no ioal, no definite aims, no alternatives.sscFor Cohne

ey Bandit and others their role ls that of *planting moeds.?..(But)going Irom the
13303 possible to the actual Ax not only a task of the workers. It is a {ack for :




P B R N e .' - X

b
z

L

[

¥

theoratd.chnm“uz)
Differant as ano, Hay, 1968 was from Cuba, January, 1959, the undcr]y!.ng

philosopby ot' the Kew Iaft resainsd onu or another from of'guerrills werfara" that
AL ur.c under 1t spell,

boema mnt Temous undm- the t:l.tlo. Revolution Withir Revolution./ Bven thosw vho ddd”

not accopt the view tha? only tho countryn.de. only in technologi.c:ny undcrdavolopu -
countr-ies saef.he with revolutions T6 nlraproclaimd "urban gumﬂhn" the point

re 80 in the 1B than An Frense;
of uttuLa&W m—m h:r the past,

- Debray's nnve],g:;ion iu‘ the Revelutiea? burns with missionary cesl “te
fras fhn mntn:,frl_:n ﬁh nast.® A greater da'eaptlnix than eitler that contsiaed ‘i.n
the title c: tﬁll. pmmm li.tt-ll bookiet_., or in the alleged narrowivg of the
-"ten‘aln" of guerrilla war to Latin M%ici, undarlies the contention i:hat, a8 aghizuk
the nbntrccuom of I:heory. thig esefy 1s based lolely an "experieuca," £acts, "thae
concrate.” TEfm the guise of this unthzory, tia nogt pretentious theoratic declan-
ations are u.srted vhick indeed change the course, net of details, but of theoxry ‘
and fact, hlntory and "a naw dialectic of tagks,” bonimtim this "new dialectic®
is the nnd to set up "mlliurv fneos, not political foecos.® Poor dialectics, what
crimes luve-nur. basn committed in thy namet

Debray pulls out from his fertile syls a new expression-«"the equitalenr.

lubstitution" (mlituy command). This 1s the end result of the Army rcplaclns tha

Party, zapl:einz :t'c Pnlenriat, replnctng tha Peasantry,only to be replaceu by tha

" km-lt-lu, uu-it-an. "Equivnient-ﬂuh-titul:io'l." the multary command, which

: eomis:s mi%ly'of 1nt011¢=l:uals of bouucois extxaction:

‘-\.4

- Ons ﬂm:h that a Horkins class of restricted size or under the
influme cf ‘a raformiat trade unjon arioctecmacy, and an isolated

© - and hunilisted peasantry, are willipg to accept this group, of
e banrgcoh or!gin, zs their polﬂ:len!. leldnuhlp.( 9 .

: No !acuonluau of any urt ll pernitted. thin old ghastnuk ef Stalipist :nuntaz-
i;n‘i.il:' As 'p;ucd off ‘as "The thuorstical and historic mslty of this ntuuucn. !

, f?;tf _uld bs imposaible to list all ths books,pampniets, articTes on Sﬁi’.‘mg,l

-In oREs. thv are easily avsilable not only in Franoe bungrmmmmﬁ

Loy dh'ect.lyrmm to the gsp.‘.t @

under ’d.tsou.is:lon here, Ihe grafriti played a upoc:hl‘ly proninent pari, and thu'aron

it ip Iaporteat to list its theoretio Guy Debord!s Festival.
likorise calied 4its special isgue (isz,H;v.-Dn.lS'GBJ davoted to FWM

Hreptival of the Oppresased”™, hile it printed the whole of Andre Glm!-:mn.n'l
‘the-youngar n:ﬁ%mq:r {mﬁlL ts.and fntell iy shad m;)-ﬁ.
. etuden 80 tuals -vho—eun the mov
«  1t-ingludad nlnd.h. Irotsk;ri.lt Ernest Mamrlal,—endy-of chings, pointad tomI:: oF b
CBpocific vieun, Tom Nalra'e lhs (Panthar Sooks)s 4Also by «/‘

g J.ilh _mocialigta-g g 10 Gool 0 by 'Dor,r €1 ard Jan Birchadl (IS
oy E955 (R T pesitaes - serkarSyrlent tion oot <
~£ae) Obloleh Comim Ly, Deilel Gchn-Bandit
(1.1) .1 by Bugene Walker '
(12) Y. Rnoluf.!.on in the nwolut.ionr (irove Press,, ™
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The "proof” of "parfest underatandins® lies in The eccrpterace of (1) fnsurracttonsl
activity a3 'tlu ousber sne poiitical activity,” erd (2) the corcluaion thnat "chare"
is no lenger & plecs for verbdt ldioloucli relation to tha molur.lon. for a
coruin rype of nlwic. '
Gauide of the penciant for wonciithism which casractarises the booklar..

tts 115 pages Are on mu--ndln peean of praise to the guerrilia. $o suprame (s

the lllitnry &8 meand and end, da stystegy end teetic, as leaderahip snd menhsod luﬂi.'.

that it #1so swallows up th!ory ord the politicel garcy. . &ecoﬂuna' to Ugbray, "the
ngauarlm nonlty introduced by the ‘Cuben leutlon" is thin "Tho guerriile Eorcs
is thn plrty |u a-bryo » 'ﬂn fact tiwt he zould not werely nur:. but bed ta attm

e prm Cubln wiglullty on the queation of ;uarrllln war, made dlt!lcultlel !rw

4

_frhn firsc m:.-xi-: t_:ﬂ.oﬂnt of m.-lrr'i'llu uwerfare wes Mao Tes-tung, mnat -

| b
'

‘ - Fidel Cnr.'fo. !'urthem. tho thasis of *“freeing tle present !m the pnt" hld

_coa:e faoe l:o face with the simple rn!.ity that it was Vlor.nln. not Cuba, whick was

pxugnaly eugaged ln guerrilla warfare on & sassive scale sgun-: the biggest of xll
the ;uorld's 'iwpcrul!sm. thet of tha United States. ’
Un&er tha ciieuml:_andn. Dabrey conld not attack Ceneral Giep frontally.
Gur philosopher thereupon hit upon the 1des of basinning with an attack on the
Trotakylsts (nl'ﬁlyc a safe bet for Communiste); only aftar that could Debray l:tel:pt__
to move cautiously to & eriticism of other concepts of “self-Gefensa™s
In Vistnaw above all, and sleo in Chias, armed sclf-defanse of the puunts.'
organized in militias, hes played an important role...bit...in no wey did it
bring sutonnmous gones into betng. Th=ae tarritories of self-dafanse weve
visbia only becsuse total war was being carriad out on othor fronts....
Cagtra's total war includes a war on Marxist theory: firct, Marx's mm
theory of revolution as the gbjegtively produced elemental ovtburst of ths mocues;

and second, Lenin's dictum thot there can be no revolution without a revolutioansry

theory. Che Guavars, when he spoke, not “"through” Debray but in hic own words, was




. open encugh about 1cg

"This (s a unique lualution which sone people miintasin conr.ndlcu one af
bodca premloes of thr vevolutioms

Lenint "Withoutr « molu:ionlry theory thearo is no revelutionsry movesant.”

It wouid b suitable to sy that Tevolutliousry theory an the exprassion
of u social tyuth, surpasses say daularation of 1ty that is to ERY, Sven

if tha thaory 1s mot known, tka ravolution car succssd tf hiokoricdi reality .
is interprated corractly and 1f the forces {avolved #a it :t1e utfilized
cecrectly. ()

Dabray will heva nathing to do with this open daclsration of a davistien,

auch Icu 4n actusl theoreticsl argumdnt iutud. thare u hl- devious duurl&n;

first aglmut "!‘tc:nkylu." then Msoiss, and only then “tba-u:leally' agajuat Glap.

The uny lu exphlns Cntro'a "Iuruy letves cut the question of thzory u!tqethcz. 5

" MPidel Cul:ro." Iu \rriul. "uyl llnply I:hat. chcn ic no nvolutmn uithout . vsmaﬁ,.

i

. "un;uardutu." does not. geem to dlaturb our magter of, lubstitution. a5 he rmucas e

N 'Ihar. this u nnt thay n!nt ia dssputc nong !:omnluts. lll of vhom lu paulotuta

,

r.hcory Lo a 1itorature of the absurd, by flndtng "2 close i:io batwean btol__ci,v €yq,."
blo'cgyl) 2nd ldeclogy.“
To seve ug Erom”th-« ‘vice of excessive deuheratlcn, and the ‘racuon-

23 um wirich is "a dead-ond sr.rnt." Debray pnints Ya unrﬁ!ns finger...to indicate

& ghortecut." It ig a Kiort-cut to nowhere. It iz a long rosd to tragedy.

" Far from belng & short-cut, much legs the "guaranl:e_qd" wiy to schisve
ate power, guerrills warfare is a long; protracted road u'hich nas sore -of ten
fuiled than succedded. Ou;- Post-wer world is filled with guerrilis vars, from the
Philippines to Bureza, from Malaya to Indenesie, not to mention India end Japan, tha"
have failed. Thet there is no "megic" to it has been bitterly driven howe by Che's
tragic deathi Our post-war world, 2s against the post-war world following the Fivat

World War, lacks "magid,” the trae magic, of the Ruseian Revolution which ast the

() Che Guevara, Notes for the Study of the Ideology of Cuban Revolution,
/n

oF




world afllm. Even todny--a half century lfttward'. vhen it his been transformad
lnto its opﬁllte—-thﬂ origindd perapective Tamains the grestest force of vorld

revolutionery developsent.

Thln. then, ia Ohe Marxist heritage, the Nlt. from which Castro's

- thq_eur.lcu'n.\i'.“lhw "to free the present.” FEa will not succeed. 1f It were
t',ureiy tha writirg of a youny French philosopher, it could ba cluuuy disnisged,
Unfortunateiy, he ospasks for & state ixwar.' one vhich pictures i1taelf as ravolutionsywy,
Because short-cuts .to revoluticon look sttrective, it was necesssry to countcr#me
raality to Debrey's nlubln-pcnnad panscen.

Tha only "-sg!c" is thet of Social !l.valur.!en--a areat nass in motion, in
_ apcrntontuuu. forvard movecant, propelled by a phllolophy of liberation, & Maryist
thnory of prnlctltun world revoluticm in which the sasges are mot only =ass and .

mnr-ic. but llso ‘pasaion nnd leauon.
-The, Hew Loft, not having built on thia, Jupt this, the many lbort.od md

‘abm-cl revolutions continue without any new vantage point froe ﬁuch to am-\‘.he
riew Toade shead. Thim cdossn't mesn that the "Gorreet theory, if not qmoagvu:l.v
apd frlly awaros of the might of tho co __m-rwclquon

grounded,/would kave trought the milleniun. No new atage of cognition can ‘be _
"madeh whero (he sonditions for & new plunge o freedom have not ariven, % the -'
fragmentation of the New laft, the proliferation of all types of lhm'tcu;o to Tevon
lution disclosed wis that ro new atteopt had been made to ralate thess noﬁ. new
“theoriea® sither to the rigors of H.i.sturlc&:l Mitorleligm that is at the me tb;-a'
a theory of scolal revolution or te any new objective comditions, rust less to the
movenmant frem below, tae praxis of the massen, Ywpiriclsm in thouyght has weaked
its vengenilso also within the Flack dimension insofar as the solf-pr@ll.‘lmed
vanguard leud&nhip is coacernad, K

More shooking that the minlless activity of the Weathorman faction of the
505, its "Days of Wrath" and "bomb factories" that succesded only in blowing up
their own activists, wes the split within the mout radical and most popular

flack Fanthor Party, ‘Tho mindloss accounts for the split between Huey Hewton and

13307
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| ' &3 o o ' | |
Fldridge Clmaver fron' both sourcep® bo accountad more rationally by the facts

that both were leolatsd from tho masses, bpth eceletic in their hybrki, shifting
*thdoriu" of Hlack mtiomil.lu. Maolem, and & rather oripinal form of lujpra urban
gusrrile~isa, But this osnnot lossen the shock of the Hiack youth \bo mey not,

have beson pexbera of ﬁlo Maeck Pl.nthuu but nwu'tholuu wore glad the Aanthure
“ofn be
Va0 thersand thege youth/nusbered by the thamnds u sgainst the menbership

that oAn only be mmbered by the hundreds, and that only for & brief pericd. A
reprosentative report from cne of the major campuses——Michigan State Ohiversityoe

resdes
"fhe Sspue o the mplit tatweon the Black Peather lesderzhip has laft

m black pacple dummione& with that group. . The battle botuesn tae New York
grevpand thamldn.ndehﬂthmlmhmwidmh The fexxl betwsan
. Aewton and the nine Blaoks he axpalied frem the party added wore fusl to the five,
Kost ehooking of all, however, i3 the domsstic quarrel betwven Eldridge anms nthlm
c:l.nva- in Algiere, {ilustrated in the Panther paper & faw wWeskn 4go.

L "The eupports25 any, that-the Fanthers still got ensnates, aot rm- the
Hiack masgses' espousal of thelr Mwlou. bt from the comaunel salidarity of alnck

ard oppreasad pocple everydars.  Thie same 1o true for Angels Davis. Everybody uy» ..

" not care for ‘Commmimm?, but thoy oire for Angela becavse she 12 a Slack wondp, -
One “sister, peinting to & much<Grientalised pleturo ofiigela that appaured in the
Chinsee presa and was roproduced in Myhtumad Speaics, told me that this lhow how
aven the kucsimns and Chinese are racist. ag o
-~ "Tie interratizoalimm of Blacks 1s/s)ivo &g ever, Iant Friday they had e
China Dey tp here. Fobert Williamn came in from Ann Avhor to gpesk, along Ath
wWilifam Hinton, author of Papnshen. Thers were two films cn Chine shown thet nlight

to an cverflow audisnco that was at lsasi wne-third Slack, Of coursa, .thrmukym_

Yaoists plus SIB hed a fiold day trying to sell literature. But the crowd wamsn't
about to buy those Moo buttons though they did buy books on China, Psople I'vae

talked to are pretty much fsd up with the pragaatic, alitist philosophy. rost vane
gmrds axpress, We'ro looking i'or a tetal philogcphy. PaneAfricanioz, Amsrican

ptyle, is cliche., TI¢ ip belag used as &n nackpe hetch amd commnrelal fads by ﬂaitéa. N

True Pan«Africeniea Jike ¢rue brotherhuod, is 2 boautiful ideslx:that is worth
fighting for, But now that the cat hag hoen let out of the bag, we rFre, or are
bazinning to ses, that lack, too, csh be cermpt,
*Hack youth are leoking for somsthing, somethinz total. sometaing t.hat

wuld, once and for all, snd the division botween the real and the Sdeal,”

shether or not what that Rlack student seys is a manifestation of the
Hegelian concept that tho transcardeace of the opposition hotween .‘!ouqn and
reality rests in subjestivity alone, it i5 clear that, fer the black massos,

black consciuuaness, areness of thenmselves as Afroeimoricen with a dual heritags

(34)
(1d);lack ianther, 15701 for leaver's statemeat see
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and speciei pride, & cuntinuity of revolt, in a drive toward wholeness, so sm‘.mu

et 1¢ dommc boldeves 4¢ oan overcoan the ssparation between Sbjeotive and aubjective, | |
!brmlr. this 4s charazteristic not anly offcollogo youth but or Hlack weritere %o
m fininhed aven olllanm achool vhon they were compelled to seek Tectory Jc'bs
o tho siop paperw iasuod by & Glack ceucus i.nf.nauto lhﬁ]ll.nl)ltﬂdt oriled
opealy Zar Srevilutlon®(1§), or limited iteelf to the concrete demands for wyrediig
of Wiacka, ond of 1131y white deptriueats, wore ropresoatation in the highaed caholone
of the wisn, Mmmmipaunuwsua&mmwwqmumu tear
the Iabor bursswracy wp by 1t¢rootnub.rm Atself of managements. Evon one of
tho mofrats wzikers recently aqproszcd hirself ce follsws: "jje most popular ward
in the shop these days is: revolutlomary.
'_hhumlonludmiplad ulluorkm 'Cnnmm:lst.s' wo world lh;lw !‘mnw
mkr\hdmwhbon 'rmluﬂnmty. Bcvmlvtohhs 'wbo"cr
fqrﬁis’lrﬂplﬁ&lbﬂ? W need ono hare, right hare.”(16)

‘ssf

Th the past; even vhen e didndt parrot the

(‘.ls)m. EIRM, MR, Yor e criti.qﬁa of these papers ond_an zmalysis of snop
ke and uhop cancuses in gensral, xee w by Charles
W| E“ : (7Y N.VII.#J. Sunteer, 19@]

{16) e whole mtruggle ageinst Autamation, fron uhon it.- £zt started 4in ths
minea in 1949 resched auto shops snd stesl faoisries in the midw1950%s, =

listen to the workers gpeaking for themsvlves in Yorke»s Muﬁ %ﬂ}hg whish
ths Hleok produstion worker, Charles Denty corcludes with: a crlais in
‘ : : produstionw-end with - -
Automation,there is alieys a orisis in produstion—-there is a crisis in the wbole of
sooiety. Yes, it in true that not oply the workers, but 2]l are affectad, Hovevsr, :
for pore mutilated thon the privileged are the unpeivileged, The plight of mone Ss - - §
wras than the aillions of vasdployal, They are ths true forgotten man dnd women a.nd :

3

i children of these phony scaring #603.%.e.

; ihe wvorkers orgenising their o tai.nking
; s:u.Mwummﬂmwu-mm“mwommmmymm
i to this groat movement from balow, to the astusl praectica of workera® hattle cpainst
roo intcratione=futonttion, not &8 At fouzht?! to ba, but as it is in fect-.oniy those

; totally tlind; I repeat, oan balieve thure i sn uahridgeawle gulf between thinking
! ani deing, Thinking and doing are &re not really as far spart a3 apnears tc those
o are cut Yio lcad,¥o{p 62)




‘ o qnu-h saying that we are on the throshola of ‘rqvelu‘t.!.on.‘. The fact :
et the Jlu of revalution, however, 18 in the Lir evan wiere wo are not in
¥ ﬁro—rmluglorsary nitmth that this idea i= by no means Jimited to the
young in the anti-Vistnam sur moveasit, but is prewent also on the shop floar‘
anong 2ie "quicsomnt labor, speaks voluses about the philosophicsl-polieicel
mtwij.:y of our aga. Wo mey hava no Hegel or Herx or Lonin, vhat we do have,
however, i Mist no other éga hed-athe movement Zrom practice that does not
stop at praxis, shat is Jtself & form of theory. Qhwee kinds of revolutisns
 have zavked Our sgovathe Bast Buropean against omsinist totalitarisnisms the
Afrousaten a'gnmt Western tmperialiss; the technslogiesl that, far Arom am |
tmuns un ail iceo ono-dl.uml.nml nen, causad wrkers to pose quoauen about

ftlm Eigd of labor ] chcu'l.d dos the My of the division betwean mantal und
ununl ].ubﬁr. tho nod for rmlutiomry cMo :ﬁ nen at the po;nt. or
produntlnn. ‘m,o_. faot t.hl.t.-thq cvolor, Hiack, cireated that new rwolntlnwy .
dimonsion and _tﬁlt that will also intensify the contradictions ulth&z_l_:iabor.
and mtlonl\r w!.fh ca.p!_.ui and the labor bureaucsacy, cannt;t mﬂwa_ﬂ.m vhat 8¢

the w;woluthnu'y idea that i in ths alr and will objectively compal

vhite labor "to teke sides'; a3 & whole, wvhite iabor hes not failed T kapmckeno: '

bo with Blaqki in the labor struggles., In &ny cate, 1t is ilivq; .'l.t‘.n_uv in
sarious cless battles abtd this is the pnriod. of aconcumic crisls and daep
unemployment tk;nt. refuses 'H&Hi’us“ in the age of Automtion.

The gnes who are %hﬁ Idea are not the masses, but the eiitist
leardarship which hae arrogated to iteelf the "making of revolutions", or, more

correctly put, tho ordaring of “makin: revolutions"., Ii{ is no aceident thkt

those turn out %o be the abooluts opposite: counter-revolutions. “his 1im 4rue

not only of the CPs armed with state power who crush reavolutlons, nor of IPs
o 8t1il out of powur vho use their contrel of the trade unlons who uae

that power and reformist ileclops to stifly the rev@lutionary urgs, as the
olasswcollaborationist Fronch P 14 1n Fay, 1908,  he unlqueness of the dialectlc

13310 wiekubt In uprootin: the countarerevolution within tho revelution is vhat mada
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Bﬁﬂ so alive to Lnln. 1924=2923, is thit uhich cau.snd Stalin to ogsr the .

tioa™ fron the Maws? of ﬁ. dhlat:tic

mlm of "the nmt.hn of th. neyi .
the courre I WiSLITY.

as if by Q‘h‘bc mu-amm Yrraay “eould indesd changs
mmmmhartmmmwuammwwwn

u'&t!bl- Inakt also at v-tdani.e Marxints W0, #Fm t‘houch indapandent cfony @u
are perxestsd tnhomor their honas u&h&cuplt»ulm concopt

Wo
of the m‘oh{arht. Ieok of ceanfidence in those nRsaen ia

af the W

tho c.ma mot ef g1 sbjections to #tdealistio, mystioal Hagelianisma,™
!homelmf.of truth that all those detractors of Bsgel axpreus is

wl\dm tint of Hegel. ?ar. viﬂ:oul'.

undations of uswro,ﬂmd“

the mosi o booale VALS boirgools LSerlisd,

m&nmd mmu.m.u thlt w3 absmut nnaugh t'N.V

mlmtha ruli.nod

» ) e

d.low for usszs as. npology for the Prussian alute. BM lex ot hrokun wm _

e

hourgeoh mm in it» phuunphic form &# well ne 11:3 chas m.turo he waum
r.ot have bom able” a&thsr to dicclase the d.sahraic fomula of rmlution hmu'mt
.'I.n the Eenlhn dhhetie. or to rocroats the dialactic that mgod out of: i-.ho
aotml clars struggles cad preletarian rovolutiono, and aketohed out fhas

self-siovemant into "permansnt rovolution."17) " For our age, however, what is

fmnedistely more relevant than the Prussian state’s prison housa for the Heéolian

dilalectics, is, firat, Soolsl Democracy’s, and, todsy, Communicu's parversions
of the Hegeldan-tarxian dialectic. That scadealc Narxiom i3 also engaged in
togring away at "Hegellanisa" is only proof that there iz no "third way" in
the mada of m thought than thore is in the chu -tz'-ugglo. Potty=
bourgesis subjeotiviem hes alimps snded by holding on to ﬁs state powsr, sad
never more w0 than in our stato-capitalist :ﬁ/':::m? mu: \.d.th ako
adainistrative mentality of Flanners,

(17)1'm naturslly not referring either to Trotsiy’s theory that typassed the

revolutionary peasantry, nor to Mag’s theory whick has by now degraded to.
tho swaerstrusturs of cultwre, but to Harx's originsl preaulgzation of

pwatnence in his AMdrass to the Comaunist Ieapue, 1850. 13311
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intellectuais,
Furthest fm the minds of slitist/leaders in partioular, h the 217

dﬁdomnt of the mapses who thmelvcg would master the prlnelp..u of the
dieleotic, TYet all thc aw beginainzs for theory, for phllecophy as well as
‘for revolutisnary reconstruction of acolety on totally new human fourdatisns,

bas cone in owr age from the spontineous outbursts, the world over, "Selfediters
mﬁmumm- tlu_zdn is 1s to'henz-!.tcc'lt spaake” wag hosyd by thoce
fighting for salf-deturainition, be that national, or “individusl," Eere, tao,
howsvecr, thare ara two kimio of eubjectivity. Gu the pert of The Leadax it i¢
voluntarimn that rests on orisring the msses to work bard and harder, long and
Iontﬂrhom-l.ukc"ldly-mwl" Itthnoppaaita::{:gnthopu'tot _
the masses wgnd t3ikt doos tnclude revolutlomary xnmlnm. yonth vapecislly .
“along with workers ‘and peezants, Hisck and shite~it 15 the type of smaoomuy"
'du.ch. aware of the tntll:‘.w of tho world and nationnl orisss, that wrkl to
overcoms the poli.tlnn botween cbjective and mbjectivs, theery and p:-msuee;
!bt.lnnlndﬂdlﬁv. Ith thh&:lchhundo fegal, > oontnponry.,lth thi:;
which has M Marx I'k‘on the confines of Comtunisn by m&&ﬂ:ﬂ his or!.glml
theory of revolution, philosophy of ltberation, "thoroughzoing Naturelias or
Rupanion" into the'energising prim-:lpld" of today's rmlut-:lomrln.‘ And it i»

1914
this whioch has brought unto the historic stage Lenin®afbroak with his o

philasophic past that led hin to declare "Cognition not only reflects thoworld,

but oreates it."
It 1s true, of courge——and indesd there would be Imﬁh.‘l_.rg tundg-

nontally aming if £t ware 6thm-1u—thit Marx s Lenin solved the pfablm of

'thoi.r age, not gz, Sivong foundations have been laid for us once we rocozaigse
thhough "second negativity®, or
that the lsap from nocessity to fresdom cannot be done otherwise than{ us Narx

put it, on "positive Humaniem starting from itself.”  Any other hazls, agy other
lcaders as "mental reposiiorlies®, or .

basis, shether that be the state as "collective property", or/Perty ae "raproaenuum

of the proletariat, instead of the populstion "to a man" beinc that "indlividualigy,
intwferes
frood from all that imkrows with its universalism, l.e,, frasdom" would only lead

13312 to still one other tyranny. ihe inherent logic of present=day revolutions, $heir




O P R 11T TR T 2

e hld-'o or thn u.naio-s "nﬂm-ptlm" of phﬂonpl\v. h tha ealr
tm&‘.m thut cen"rul.s.u" phﬂempbr. 1,04 anhhvo totel Mt:a.
az-n' ﬂhmaﬂm It fauaing the task of the age.

May, 197 Kaga hanyevidays
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