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ghened & new rapre in the dia.lectic of thought

7, A raézx "at’cm of the ralati nsh:.p bot.wegn theeorv
! . and pra.ctise mparamiv \9 il = kG
Ca e forward mavement of humanity
S ‘it is & need the mzsses themselves feel mogt dee
T M'b MW,A_‘LH movement from practica, e
e A—4be wreanTonds-theytoirdthat\Fithout tho’unity of these movenents a _process
,@ of suction ewsnuting frow the two nuolear pardd would’
- ‘ . fhsir very reazon for being, &5 THoy havipbewh ta-irSomse, -
of Hegel's, who bad ths mcﬁ easier Jjob of unifying thsory &n ;ﬁ'nctice in the
resiricted realm of thought, Yeach of these by itseif io one-signd and contains
.~ the Idea 1tself only &s the sought neyoyand unnttained goa,/l e (..m of L.,II

S gt R
The an_a.eo%f thml‘)SO's nas beon marked by 3 k_iz.d.a of revol'.:tion.
_Africen RevolGtion.eezking fresdom from Western imps Taiion ard “Eymbolic ‘of the 7
v revolutione in all underdevelopel ccomsnles, stretching fro aifrica to Latin
America, snd confronted with the alt ;;gq cf, e hina Road" in Leia, or the
, "Ruesign Rd.* in the Middle East andiluba. B*"r:aueﬁ'" 1 of thepe are inaeparable
m a ¢olor quaation the Rogio and +the U. 5, bscorna.s the "Hiec Rhod
ﬁvﬂ-‘wﬂ d ,g— w:bmf' w he g ifros, /?-dsw’
@};.-The‘E. Gex. and Hungarie.n Rwo lutions se=eking fregdem Ifrom
z :I.sm and symbolic of noj only nsL}‘uropa, tut of the ]
N the A¥roed laver senps at Veskute
azﬁ Froedom” spitonizel the inccpare bil:.p:, of econculcs,
‘with ite direct link to the humaniza of lovxitn, even 52 the Ruauian countor—. *

: ‘ravolution 3ravellod with both tecita end ‘ar.c. ulno‘cu :f:u.c‘* cll..imed. i'b was fighting
A "revisionism." Thot ‘this grov :

~»the Vest ' should ko) have kneur. thut the hun waiem vms +he trie origin of Marxian, :
-whichi’ the unists wera chooling o nervors to fuit theinr gosseseion of poweréy

isclogzs a graa.ter theoratic void hﬂW rs.in.r:-.:m.ng, P =y 0,
,_.'7* + OM %" l ﬁ
rld 6:?

ety A'A/TN émﬁ w—pls' Oen Y

evolut..a.. Luseneloricully-zdvanced
«8., Russia and Westoern Eurcne, .:j to of P00 VoriGedness of the epoch followin» -

Merld War II. It is true thot -—uvometion is "cr. y" “"e ;ag.*.ca.... conclusion of ths

1at Industrial Rov. ikat bizl to0 o i crel of the 18th century. :

But once we steop for a mowent = 2 ¥ ths revalutions produced

 in life ond in thou st in the o LS AVE it revolubtion, we will

‘soe at once that there iz =9'1r1..n-r~ g0 tI G it ..f in fhe presant tocl‘_Wcaﬂ E

ot

-r
.I

revolutior that they cen by ne means ba Lanad s Yen o logiga

of ths st Inmdusirizl Rev, Thuz, that ind.: ; Sion waicehls d ‘
S rmTnteenand Fronch revolutiond of hs 8.k comt*ery zovolutionized alse English -
pulitic 1 econonmy and German idenlistic nhilos ,T- 0“ -‘.;. Touzdziion of clageical’
pol. eco, & clzszicel Ger. ph.."o“ou.;}, but ¢ 3 »ely neyw Ysubject''—the )
prolotarivt—ilarxica arcse zimulionacurly ;r_‘.ti. ; vo"u..im.... Frem that
point o, we have no fim divisicn tetwels o dcoanté of
ané Marxist thoucht., Thus the struerle Tor the shorte: :
by T!a::‘x as a vhilczcorhy greater, bseanse HOTE CoaeTihi-—" 'm 1.,t nc."vf's:ty of freedomﬂ- '

than eitber the Doclarntiion of Indsgerdencs er tha Deeluradicon of the Rights of Man. -

With sho deve! qa% of capitelien from commedition to monowoly to etote-
control, we had ro . . then two Vordd VWars, the first resulting in the Kussian
Revolution, and <. ..cond in the colonisl revelutions of todsy. "By 1950, when

Automation mac Li.... Llo most technologically beckward countfies in Africa,
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. rot only tnke tl® center of the stusze away from the Asian and .Jiddle ]:s.stern
Revolutions, but match in profundivy the attitudes, both of the American workers
to Automation and the Fungerian workevs to laber undar Conmnnist totalitarisniom,
That is to mey, they mnised the question of the alienation of labor under

- capltnlistie comiitiopg of produomon in vhich Harx 1st raised it in pursly
philosophic torms. Those who did noi hear the voice of ths imerican rorker asking
"What kind of labor should man perfom?"; those who were willing to agree with
the Russlan ideologists that the Hungarian revolutionaries unfolding the bamner
of Marxiast~Hurvarism wers "revisionists! are the very ores who are dismissing the
hlogans snana.ting f:'om the Afrjcan revelutions es "beckward.!

It may be tTue that when you taks ths official slogzn issued by the lesders,
whether it e Nicumah's "sesk ye firsi the political kingdom, or Kaunda's "one rjan,
onn vola®, or. the brisf but decigive "No¥ of 1iittle Cuinez to remzining pare

" of the migaty {but not almighty) French Fupire, none meesure up tc the chaitle ge
of tln mass movements they lead, but, naither are they "s w.cuous as arms tha

- heads c}f‘?ﬂn Veastern intallactual v Cfuﬂmzl

. Quite the mnirery, Not only have they shaken empires and re-shaped the
“map «f the world in & single decade, but they are the result of the mravioua 7

. .decades of thinking ebout Africen fresdom, whick were of a more advanced naturs
- than- ‘the natioral freedoms, For example, in the ffricen quiet 1930%s Azikiwe was
',writins cf ocontinrent-wise, or et least Wopt African, freedom, rather than

i

"freedom of slhgle cowntries. In tho not~zo-quist 194CG's the methode of class A,
_struggle; whother large Nigoria or little Guinea, were like those of the advanced’

West, Furorean proletariat, thait of zoneral nirikes and megs politifal demonstrat'i.ons.' :

By the. 1950‘9 a5 freefom wag bLoing won, we :ed the theorsticel unfoldment of

:'.Mar:ist-ﬂtﬂnanisu, though hymwed in by apologetics, of Loopold Senghor, and the
: ooncept of Universalisn for both tecimological end ideologicel know-how of Selton

Tourd, These zre abstract wheh compared to the subjestivity of self-liberation

"ot ‘the masscs, they are nevertnalecs so groat z leap forward that we can gain

‘perspactive only by both moving forward to listen fo tha veice of the rark and file
und backward to the dielootic method which Hegel hed elicited from the French

R volution as the "Absolute Heinod” of thought and that Alexander Herzen rightly
ca.lled "the a.lgebra of revolution.”

ck of confidence in those wmasses is ths common root of all the objoctions o
Wgbatruse, idealistie, aystical Hegolianisa® from the Co..:.u.nista to tko a¢ademie
1‘{&1‘113:5. I@uhu?m als ewhe;g@' ) tizrThe Commumist 2itack on Hogelianism

g in T 3 he-HugirEsw of Varxism, The whole sirusggle with
".cevisioniﬂm" ever since near-Polish revolution and tho aciual Hungarian Revelution

is proof of thin theoretically oven as the asctual capitali=t srcduciion rel ationa
within Rusaia is proof of it *‘actuzz-ly. on ihe ,;.‘m.nqg.d_enic.!&

appear to to avainst both pesitivizm and "o.cu.lz. m uhile retazining the theoretic

void remlting from thoe combination of not listening to the nsw in tts workers

=nd consigning Hegelle Absoliute Idca to the “wro-tochnologicel'starge of capitelisn
which ellegzedly compelled Hegel bhack to tha old Aristotelian ontologicel tradiviémn.
Hegel's Absolutes have as little to do with Plantoniaon puilosopher-lings as the
slavery wrich choracterized Greek society haz to do with the frecedom eatablished

in the French Rovolution. /Precimely because Hegel's point of departure had thig-
adtual {,mﬁn‘ﬁ of-rovollition, his ibsolutes enable 3 serious lorxist to build on

'the inherent logic of the mesent~day revelutions, thrir subjsciivity and-the. # r r:
7. ph:.loqo,hecs“ seboumption go thet ihe whole of ':mmanity can realize pha,lonophyf
%hat iz to say, th» recognition that they have a future tg guild.
] (o
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’/ . ohs e]_ement of truth that 81l these detractors of Hegel expreas

ia The neeed tc bresk with bourgeois idealiom, inelunding that of Hegel, For,
withea$ Mers!s discovery of the mutorialist foundations of history, Hspelian
dinlectis remained Iimprigoned in an idsaliom that was abstract enough to serve
a8 apology for the Prusasian state. ‘_Hs-d- Marx net broken with the historio \"orm

of Hogel's Absolute as cxpressed in the Prussiun stats, we wouldn's a

.. oovered the algebraic formula of revolution inherent in it. But the Prussisn
gtatels prison house for Hegselian dizlectics was no worss than 9,D.%'s snd vulgar
communien?a-(withon withouts its fellow-travelers) perveroions of the Merxian

dialectic, E..L

"/ Whero the wnture Marx réturn d to Heogel, dec]aring in CAPITAYL that
Hageliancontratiess vas "“IEF ﬂour & of 211 dinl ectic" (CAPIE'AL I?",pﬁﬁdr, the
wesant-Lay Yarxists throw out & LLL-d,. sithk IP, Parxien d4i alcetica.  Bocaune
Marx recreated the dialectlic onztha ground of the cla s strugylens of his day,
ha was enobled o split & .Abﬁoluta into 2, thoreby gminirg a new dimansion in
hig onalysin of capituvlicmiy l)to.e gheclute general law'of canitalistic development -
.and collapse-~the unemploybd Army--ond 2)"The new passions and forcoste—the elvments
of the new soclety imbeddeg the old--that would achisve the new "negation of - -
©'¥hs negation”, hot through zﬁere abolition of the old, nor through mers establishment::

..ol Wipyel pr;.vate properiylof the zrtisan, but rpther to the conatruction.of'a

‘naw scwiety whode reason being; wvas the val, 1-%0und. individual", -*:‘noae freeedon |

 was"the besis for tho Tysedon of :;;,/

. t: only olement of tmtl:)\that ull thesc detractors of He, esel (J.ncl. thcse who
_e::po ded what Marx called "abstract materialisan#) axprusnd the heed to break'’
"wii:h bourgecis ildealisme-was trengformed into ths Mwhole! -'-h...t yuite shut. out the ;
‘vojoce of thozel'new !L?o::ces ard anaw pessions!, &3 Lonin found cut when the 2nd, Int
- collapsed and he had to return to Hegelian dialectics. Poople who have aduitted.
the objetive basd for the collapse of the 2nd Int. feiled to follow Lenin in his. -~
free:ng +tbe ok jeobiveddonliou-ol-lorivm from its narrow coufines of Yhigoar wages"
and towards a self-movement in th..d:.alac'u:.c of thought that would meet the ob;jeo:ive

of the dialectic of action, |

- ¥y be distinguished from "wvulpsr meterialism! which Mary hed used to saparate
bimsels from the cemmunists of his day. The "absiract materialism" he attacks

in QAPITAL {Vol.I,p.406) is the bourgeois mzterialism plus natural science that
leave out "history" and its proceas" which rogolve conlradiciions, that is to say,
tha asiual class siruggle.

Henceforwerd, Lenin's re—embrace ofthe diclectic aic. 1ot stop skhert of the Absolute
Idea itoelf. Thus, ofthe last chapier of Haogells Science of Legic, Lenin woote

the following: "It is reanrieble; in the whole ch., on the MAbs .Idea." there i 2lmost |
ot A girgle word on Cod {zearsely a "godly® "notisnmslizz out even accidentally)
and, mareover/-this NB——this chanter almost doos not contein idealism apecifiecslly, .
but its main object is the d i alec t 1 c mothed., The cum and summation, the h
last word ard gist of the Logic of Hegsl iz ths dialectic mcthod-—tg.zt iz extremely
vemarkable. And another thing: thtkemo st idewolistic workof

Hegel, thore is most waterialism. “Contradictory" out a "‘ac““‘

oy A n o3
. ™ (‘/ LIt is $rue, rm*,ror'tna-'!ﬂss. and P%fsre would be comsthing aniss if it were otherwipe,~
1 J that ¥ar: and Lonin solved tle problem of thair amed not ours., Lenin did indicete
politicaliv vhai—should ba the pointyof dege:;turo for our afo as well-sinoe-he

) was teginning to see tha problem of underde.roloped countriss. I'm referring
\\ /{ to ¢ s new oleaends in the thosis of the 2nd Congress of the C.I. These are:

hg thv
KNS
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R l)the wacld xols and relutionsuip/e victorious prol. tevolution to ike teon.nolo—

S PR - gicu.lly underdoveloped countriss¥; E\tha role of national liberation mov:ments

in the oontext of the luperialist \JOl‘ld; and 3)the vevolutlonary roie of the peasant

el _ ~within the country fighting for liberation, o . 1'3]

» . *Inlghiladvzﬁedimle ;hh:: ;. ‘3? §§\mg'llg§ou£ i;)%aya a? %Ju_rdg.i?e to -vorlgi rexolut:.on
i A - coul 80 uninatoa nill call®®ibn orical law compansation

i /}- Ny afortunztely IT falled to develop that aspect of his theory & proceed, ins ‘ead,

. -z L"to devel op feutursa that were proven wwTong orer and over e.g." 2in-——the backwardnesa

: ! of the peasantry.

- With thet snd {k» deoper revolutions of our own era, we must ricw turn to thet
rnoet moterialistic-idealisticrchavpter in Hegel's Science of Logic, The Abstlute Id.ea"
Up until we »osch the 2nd negation , ths A,I. counds almost femiliar, or 2t least
-does not cracte insurmountable differences to accdemic Marxist. Although the
. *tronglation" from thought to _act may gsound a bit more hrash then they would care
“¥0 indulge in, neverthelesa E‘Sj.n.f~dete“mmatmn of the Tdea" snd self-detcrmination
of nations are definitely not poles apart, mud the coroliasry to ngglf-determination
.” in whioh slore tbs Idea is, is to hear it self spoak' would thereforse mtural].y -
- that the people &8s well e the Idea must aleo ‘be hoard and out. of it a naw d:l.aleotio
" would te createds) Just as Marx saw that only the_transcendence-of -lot.negation
- =mgholition of italism--would there arime/fpositive Humenism,"go it is with '\ .
- "he 4renscendence of the opposite between Wétion and Reality." ¥el, _i_r;_ ‘they bal od.
thomselyps on the negative force, ths proletariat, that is precisely where thoy -
- -8hould’ gi"x "y translate” eagily Hegel's' A.T. and that meame self-=likeration.
Thus"the word negetive (SC of Log:c,p 478, II)..,‘.peracr-.nl and free.".

Tast 'precisely ia the proof, the only proof, that there has been a true transcendenc
of class society, Only where "tho irdividual is the soecial entity", to borrow from

Marx agein, is society not counterposed to the Fhdividusl as opposite. What, there—:
fors; wes only potential {"in its2lf") or implicit becomes actual ("for 'i.tself“) oF
explicit. All divigion between innor and ocuter kas cocme to an end and "Each new :
stage of ex‘erioriza.tion"(that is, of futher deta*m:.mtion) ia alsointeriorization':
and grester exitension is also higher intensity"(p. 483)

l_Sime all proof is in thz subjoet (man),a.b:sorb:.n:; gll objectivity (a world outside
of him, science)thec move towerds a new society cennot be & mere transition ss if ~
it were only "a perfocted becoming." Tho koy is, instead, '"absolute liborztion ...."
(p.485)The grestent farce for the future is this total release. Total releazse is :
not only raleage from exploitation, but tho release of all his thoughts, freeing
it from fetishism, amd making man for tho first time truly freei®
Man, having
o :.ncorpora'be& 2ll of science in h:l.s own jmowlodge. the latter can rno longer exist
2o mere objectivity. but Yarises to perfeet its salf-liberation’in tha 'new sphere’,.
‘ that is to say, tho new society., All the exnltation about freedog, self-liberation, .
s release, sbsolute libarty is dua to the laap from necosszity into tho realm of free-
: don, or, 25 Harx put it,"positive Humanism sterting from iteelf,"

~ Any other basis, any other basis, whetber that bs the state, as "collective proneruy‘”
1o . 4. . . orleadcrs as sort of "mental ropositories", that would “reprazent" bumanity ingstead
' : ‘ .Y o e it, would once again signify outside tyranny.

"If toed's all you mean, why can't you say it without leaningon the mystical,
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cal, conf ining language of Heogalm Even i no
‘ An the phrage w4 that’s 11w, 4pe Question is
& trep that woulg Sdon untold. 11g many and variod huea ang open endlegg illusory
doors lesding Nowners, ‘ I : ‘

e s

T

C - _ . For to rop thought of 1t ,

. Pinding the "misoing’ I¥RkN"4, mon ki 24 losgt,.. i .obvi
kicking, ang needa no othax proet of h.ié-existence_ﬂgggga A i in
o e thought noadcf;iﬁﬁr-com_munioation betwosn thy Bgen o ity Y oY o HAter—
R ot conranicntion beiwaan thae BEed 18 uot quite ag tengible ag tapping oug Herge

I "ULK " Vode; amd w¥han you drop that historie link, then truly, as Hogal leng ago Bav, we
o tL fould ba in for nothineg bt "error,altl &loom, Opinion, 8triving, oaphice ang .

: " transitorinsggn (r.466) Or; ae Marx pug 3¢ . .

<,

-iF : e
. Woe2e thers s conbimuity, thg Logio of Thonght and ths Logio op Objaotive .. % -
and Jubjrotive Devsl opment are not as far apart as woulgd. appear cn tha Burfece, -
"'At?'th.e-.jqo:nent of the opening of the Maohing Age arid the aslf~activity ‘of ‘the !
B Fréﬁbh-‘:ggasen, 58 woll ag in the Hogalian w3 confront ths gelf- -

morkud: ont .y » On tko other, Whethep you congider
‘of 197" 4 sub—categori-;-s, or %aken thep -only in theip quintpsserit.’_r.'al‘_
“'novem Eesence and- Notion,. . s

d?nga r.bmm mJL'xya .
4452 - 25th Street
Dretsoit, Michigan ¢ 5210




