
~ith r.ho devt::: :.nt c£" CP..?i te.li£;ll flXlm co"'l~ti "t~.or-. to ~OliO!lofy to r.ta.to-
CO:ltrol, we bel r.o _ ,;hrm two World i'!ars, tb fir!lt rer.:ultin8" in the Russian 
Revolution, and -;::. ·- . .::ond in t~ colonial 1·evolutiom:: of tod!:y. By 1950, when 

Autcmatipn ~s.c 1:.:.. ·-. -... ~o :::ost technolosico.lly backward coun-t~ie:D in Africa, 

. .. 
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not ·only take t~ center of tho stage al'm.y from the Asian a.n(1. ~iddle ·.Easte.t·n 
Revolutions, but match in prof'undi\iy the attitudoe 1 both of tha American ~.mrkera 
to Aut"mtion u.'U tba· Hungc.rinn workct•s to labor und~r CQ!i.!.'Uunist ·totalitarianiom. 
That io to Day, they r.'\ised the Jluec'tion ·of the a~ien~.tion of lnbor under 
OBl>itrJ.i3tic conditio!\."· of production in 11hich l.!a"x lat raised it in purely 
philosophic terms. Those who did not OOar thf' voice t'Jf tho American t·orko:,r aak:iDg 
11Wh"it kind of labor should mn perfonn?11 ; thooe wb.o v;ere willing to ag:ree wtth · 
the Ruesian id oolocists that tho Hungarian revolutii>nJ.rie~ unfolq.ina th~ banner 
of M'ar:D.st-Humanism r.ertJ 111•evisionistG11 ar~ the Yery or.o s \1b.o al-e di~isaing the 
&logans s:nanating :f':rom the African revolution~ es 111-l:..ckward.. 11 

.... ,~ 

.- I It may be true that when you take tho official sloc•n issued by the leaders, 
whe"tb.er it ~co Nkrumah1s "seek yo first the political kingdoo., or Kaundats ''one Jj.'ln, 

.onn vof.;ft11
, or. the brief' but deoivive 113!o" of little Guinea to r~ining k41't 

-· .. of ~he mi~ty (but not almi.5hty) Fr•nch Thlpiro, none ItCe.o,;re up to t~chaiHe ge. 
of tm mass v..ovements tby lead, ~u-~0 naither are t~a vacuous as e...,.e tbe 

_. ~1tbo Weotern intelleotual~..tt-1~ rr· 1'-ff)J--,- . 
Q-..tite the CX"Jnirary. Not only ha.ve thoJY abnken tiDpircs and re-shape.d tho 

inap ct the llorld in a single decade, but they are tho result of the :Previous) 
. d~C.."\des .. ot thinking e.bout A'!'ric:an freedom, which were of·a. tnore advanced· rUitU1•e 
than .tlie .llAtiorial i'reedoms, For example, in the .Q:('dcan quiet 1930's Azikiwe was 
.·~t_ing cf ooniiinent-wise, ar e.t leact Wop'f; African, freedom, ·:-ather than ,.,. 

freod0111 of Er.l.ngle oowrtriea. ln tho not-so-quiet 1940's the methods of clasc , 
. ·at.l:Ug!rl";- vil<>ther lare;e Nigeria or little Guinea, were like those of tho advanced' 
West. European proletariat, that of o>aneral o-i;rikes and mass. politi:Sal :ietlonstrat:lons.* 

.. DY tha.l950's 11-• i'reodom 1ms 'beinl\'.won, we ;,ed the theoretical unfoldment of 
'Mar~ot-~ubanisc, though hommod in by apolozotics, of Leopold Zonghor, and the 

';. ·ctoneGpt t)f .Unive!'salism £o'r both teojmoloe;ioal e."ld idflologicel know-how Of Sekou 
Toi.ir&. These nre abstract when co:opared to the subjectiVity of self-libera-tion 

··of ~he· m~ssos, tbsy Gore ·ne-.,erthalet.~ so groat a lcnp :f'orward that we can. aain 
perspective only by·ooth moving for.1ard to listen to tbo voioe of the 1•ank: and file 
and backward to tho dielootio :ncthod Which !IC!\'Cl bad elicited from tho French 
R vclution as the "Abooluto Method" of thought and that AlnXD.nder Horzon rightly 
oil:led 11the algebra ot t•evolution. 11 -

.--~.A~~-':. :'-"~ or" confidence in those c::asses is tl:!: corn.mon l'OOt of all ·~he objections to 
··'Cf·~ ·¥ ''abstrtlae, idoaliatic, mystical B:e alianis!J 11 i'rom .the Coru:."tuni_:::.ta to tl:o aoadcmio 
. 'f'.\ ~!>-:'iS~~ I~; c*011~ elsewh_!' , .• , ;t~Colll!!lul'lint!rttaek on IIO£;elianism 

, 't/~. . itf"'1~ an &t nCk a -t-htrirurCE.nJ.~I!l of l!ru.-xic.'ll. Tho rJholc struggle with 
. 11xevisionism11 over since near-Polioh revolution ~nd tilo c.ctual Hunzarian Revolution 

is proof of thin theoretically oven a::~ tb~ actual capite::.:~~t ?roduc.l;io!'l relations 
within Ruaoia io proof of it :t'actu~lly. On t>e· ~ j]la . .!'.Q~*~~~~ 
r.ould ra.thor.o a-rgue with other J.ntelbct1.1:ll3 on 111 t-e·o ~ .; · 
es.ppear to Co D:£"ainst both pC"aitivi~m and. idcc.li m \'Jhilc retaining tho theoretic 
Vc.id reoulting from th!3 combina-tion of not listoninr. to tile :new in tb .. workors 
Md consit,raine; Hogel'e Alnolt:.te !dca to th-s: 11prc-tcobnolosicel 11 Dt<:.go of' capitsliSl!l 
which allegedly co:>pellod Hegel back to th~ old }.rl.stotoHan ontological tradi•'.loan. 
Iiegel's Absolutes h:lve as little to do with ?lo.ntonian philosopher-Icines as the 
sla,tery \7h.ich characterized Greek society bao to do 11ith the freedom cstablish~d 
in .tile -~~ttch acvolution~PreciFtely bece.use Hegel's point. ot dopal"'ture had this·, 
actual c;rouiiir o:f'·7ovoltrlf1on, b..i.a Absolutos 6nable 3 zeriouo Unr>:i.st to build on J 

. , the inherent ,logic o£ t!J.e p:."esant-day rovolutions, tbl...ir aubj'3ctivity n:ld-tbe- {' f_./'''" 
v C · ... ·•) }:"philosophe"s" !:t!D-'Ur.lption co thllt tbo wholo of hun!ani ty can realize philonophy! ·J 

';;-• ·-' \.'I 'Jt .t)lat is to say, tb recognit;.on thst they have a futuro ty lbUJ!,d•/· , /. ,."",. . ______ R__________ ~ ..... r') ..... 
. ' ----·-~------- ·--- ··~·---. ---·---·\.:;1'li'f'~~-~ 
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~he or.~ ele~ent Or truth tuat all those detractors of Heg~l expre~s 
_.v· ia 'the r.Oeed tc break with bourgeois 'idealiom, inclndi~ that o! HP,gel. For, 

(
·. ) · withC",utt Mar¥.1 s discovery of tho lil£J.tGrialist i'ourid_ntions of hi..story, H~zelian 

/ dinl.ecti,, remained imprisonl'l-1 in an idoali:ll!! that was abstmct cnoue;b to !3erve 
.... • 1·· as apology for the" Prussinn state. ! IIad Harx not broken niih ·~ho lliat~ric form 

. J ) 'Of-Hc~el's :.rooolnte as expressed ir/'t.l'.e !Tus!.!i~!..."l :=.f;::::tn,- -.::-c ..:cule.nf ... -.-JJi>-·--vi:"~"'·7:;."s-=­
\ r:\,.:.. covered tte algebraic formula of revolution inherent in it. But thn Prn~Bia:.l · \ >~• ato.te•s p:ison houoe for Hcsslian dialoctics was no ~1or3~ .th!ln. S.D.'s ond vulgilr 

_, ccmmun1a:n 1 a-{~it~u 'Without its fellow-trB.velcro) pcrvc:rrdons of tho Mcr.Y..ian 
.u~~ . """) . I / ....,.__._7 . 

(

.., Wllcro tile unt~e Marx r6tUl"r.!:.ci. to Hoeol, declaring in CA!'ITJ,T that 
H•geliancotltr~d:!.~~:('""'s "t e som•9e of ell diolectio" (cAPnALi JQ:>p654J, tho 
F="eaent--e.ay Ularxista thro out ~ELa .• "id~-, ~,lt'!i ilf, r-tP.rxia.n r'lin cr.tica. :Bocaune 
Uarx recreated tho dialtot · c on,the ground o"! the claF:s ct~etilerJ of bis day, 

~ 
· he wac f\n!'l.bled to opl""t t Ab;tOlute into 2, thoreby £,-ain:i.cg a new dim~nsion in . 

·.:c . ·his nr.alyR-io of capitL·.lism: l)th.e 11~bscluto general la.w11 ('f' capitalistic d.bvelOpm~nt 
. . ·.; and collapse-the unemploy .d ftr:ny-c.riJ. 8.) 11Tb.e l!t.w passions and :fhrcen"-the ele<&Ien~~--
> · .. ._, of the new_ BI)Oiety. l..mbedde )in the old-tr...:1t \tould achi:!Ve the new 11 neb:J.tion of :: .. 

·! tb-s _nogation", bot _tbrot!t;h zfl.ere abolition of the old~ nor throuah rn"re establishmen't!' , 
-~-~ _ . oi' lltrue11 -!JI'iva.te property;' of the ~rtisen, _but rt;ther to the construction· o~. a _ 
·_\: . .:.--~>n,_w soo.iety whoae reason/~ bei~~ l'la.R the na.J.l-='C,?und individuall1, \'/hone ~eedo:n , 

::,_.-_&:_·--~-,-~~-~~~~ho ~a~~: fo:r tho f:J!oed ~ of ~ 

:.'i:\~~t· onl; e;emont ot: trut~t~:t ~11 those detractors of: Hg;ul (inol, ~hoae 
' '( :BXJ..;dhded What llnrX called "'>b.otro.ct m>terialiO'l"*) e>.i>l'OB30d, the need to break .. 

.. "wit}J. bou..goois idealism;-was transformed intc th"J 11 \'l'h.ole 11 tkt' tiUite shut·. out the 
· th.oae11 ilew fo1•caa e.r.d. n.ar.r :pasni01':!s11 , E;S Lenin :round out when the 2nd, Int ._.-

~
g:~~~~ainjd~he~~ha~d~to return to !!ee;elio.n dialectics. People who have ad.:aittod. · base for t be collapse ol the 2nd Int. fe.iloii to follow Lenin in ~hi~ . · 

• f'rom its n3.::-row confines of 11 higilar wagils" 
-···- ,~. the dialectic of. thoui>ht tbt would meet· the objective· 

· -!"J'o be disti:Jguished. from "vult;~" materialisn11 whieb Ma~): be.d used to separate 
himsali' from tre cc:nmunists oi' his dey. ~he 11!lbstract !:la.terialism11 he attacks 
in CAPI':'AL (Vol.I, p.406) is the ':Jourgeois mz..teric.licm plus r..'ltura.l sc:i.enca that 
leave out "histo~~u and itfl proc~::as11 Ylhich ro:.;ol•fe co::t"t~adict5.ons, that ia to aay, 
tha aotuol class atrucglo, 

Henaefor\i'~d, Lenin's re-e.ilbrace oft he d.i~l.::ctic did ':1::>t s·:;op short of the Abooluto 
Idea itoalf. '.rhus, ofthe la~t ch~pter cf !i~r::al 1 n Scie:nc~ of Lo~ic, r~e:nin w-:otG 
tho following: 11It is rer.w.r!-:ablc; in th" \'1hole ch. qn the 11Abs.Idoa11 there ia o.l1uost 
t1o1. ;-._ s:lr::;:!.t: ·~·.-ol'd on o.jd (zr;;al'~:dy '! .,~vd'ty" ".r.oticn"zli'z out evc!l accidentally) 
and, mareover,-this lr.B-this chni>te.r a:!.most dool3 -not co~ .. tein irlealism opecifically,: 
but i·t s main object is the d i a 1 e o t, i c mot hod.. Tho m1m and swnmnt:..on1 tLe 
la~t ward and. V,st of tha Log~o Oi'--He&~l is th~--dialectic mcthod-tSzt is extremely .. 
~~cmnrkablc. And another thil"lC': th ttc: r.1 o z t i d a u. l i o t -i c work of .~. 
Hegel, there is ~ !aatcl"ia.liom. 11Contradicto:ry11 but a. fo.ct! 11 

" /L , - ~-~ 

~
d\n(( It is truo, -m:yePtm-le<;s, ancl rtbere 1vould be coJaothine a"ios it' it wero otberl?iso,.....--

1 t:?,, \ th..'!t Uar:: and Lenin solved thl problem of th'1ir r~r:c.'J not ours. Lenin did indioate ! 
\. ~~ ·. ,EOliticalbt-w~d be ·t ba point'/ o~ .... ~.8}~~;¥turo for our. nao as

1 
we~.t::ainoe-he-

('. ~ "l was l::esi'.:.::ing to ace tOO problc:n or unierde·;clopod countr1cs. I :n rc-Elrring 
\~.!'' _, j to th9 tb.~e~ new ole.rJ::!nts in tbo thesis of the 2nd Congress of the C.I. These o.re: 
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. l)the ~ role 11nd ralutionahip/o victorious prol. J>evolution to the ter-ilnolo­
jlica.lly unrl.erdo'J'eloped_ countries~~ 2)tb.e. role of national liberation movements 
in t.Ue -context CJf the i:npel·ialist wor:Ld; and 3}t.t:!'- t"ev0lut1onal."y roJ.e c1.· the pe·asantr~ 

. within tho country fighting fo:r lib&l'ation, · 

. *In the advanced :role that a. ·~Ir-~d,•. ~oup pla;ys as l:!:!F.oJlse to world rllvolution 
~~ could a.lnu illuo.inata wtmt .I :wift''call ... 11tb." b.istorica:.!. la\7 of compenaatj.on11 • 

,./1"·) Afi.'lf'ortune.tely IIr failE•d to dev_~lup that na)?Oct at his theory' & proceed, ins~ead, ... ;. . J/ to develop i"eu.turaa that were prov~n 'W'::'ong o•re:r and over egain-t'he ba.ckwa.rdnea:s 

p:.! [, · of the peasantry. -------·--------

With that and tln dt~oper revoJ,~tion:J of our arm e:..•a. we muSt new turn to that 
most materia.listi.;-idealiaticYchapter in Hegel' a science of L~ Tb.e Koso lute Ide~•-:. 
Up ~:ntil wo x·aaoh tho 2nd nagation , ths A.I. sour.ds "lmust f""'iliar, or at least ·· . 
. does not oro.Jo.te insu...."""!Dountablo differences to ac~deuic Mar~ist. Althoug:!:l the 

_. ntrorislE.tion 11 from thought toyct may oound a. bit more brash than would. care 

·.to indulge in~ nevertheless f1Sa1f-det~mination of the Idea.n s.nd;~~~~~~!~~~~i~i~!:~E;; of' r~ations ar~ definitely not])olea apart, nnd the corolle.ry to 
in which alom tbe Idea is, .ia to hear it self speak" would thGrefore 

tl>At tbe peopl.e as wall as too Idea musi~:·~:l~i"~a~b~e~ho~a~r~d~an~d;~out~,·~:o~:f;~i~t~j~~E~~s,::~;ij .. <. ·/IOuld.loe created':( Just as Marx sa;: that onl;r 
., r: -abolition of capitalism--would there 

"tho trenace:ndence of tho opposite betwoen 'to~, g_ thoy 
: tbomeel)lf's.ori the negative ,force, th> proletariat, that is p:;:eoisely wbere thoy 

.· .. should \$gin "to translate" easily Hegel's' A.I. and tb.o.t mo311ls self-liberation. 
Thus"tbe word negative (SC of Logic,p.47B,II) .. ~~~rsor.nl and free.".J . 

Tl!at ·p:;:ecisel,y 13. the proof, the only proof, that there bas beell a t_rue 
of class society. Only ';'fhere "the ir.dividual iS the social entityu, to borrow from 
.~x again, is society not counterposed. to the :l.hdividual as opposite. \'/bet, there- ' 
fore; wea only potential {"in itself") or implicit becomes actual ("for itself") or 
explio~~t.. All division between innor e.nd outer has come to an end end 11 Eaoh new , 
stage of er::eriorization"(tbat is, of futher detomirotion) is also"interiorization11 : 

&nd (Fao.to:r erleneion is also higher intensity"(p.483) 

G;ino e all proof is in tho sub ;!act {man), ab~orbin:; all objsctivi ty (a world out .. ido 
of him, ncience)tbc move to~srdo a new society cp~not be a mere treneitio~ as if 
it wore only "a perfected becoming." The koy is, instead, 11o.b3olute liborotion ..... 11 

(p.485)Tba greateDt force for th> futu=e is this total release. Total release is · 
not only ralease from exploitation~ but tho r~lease of all his tboughts, freeing 
it from :f'eti3hism, amd making man for tho fii-st time truly free~ 

Uan, bavinz 
incorporated all of science in his o\·m l:nowlodae. the latter can r.o longer exist 
J3.e mere objP.ctivity~ ·uut 11aricos -Go perfect its ~:ulf-libaration' .. in th3 "r.."w sphere", 
tbat is to ""Y, the now society. All tho exaltation abou<; freedol!i, self-liberation, 
release, absolute libarty is du~ to tho loap from necessity into tho realm of free­
cioro, or, a.s Marx put it, 11positive Humaniom starting fro:n itself.~· 

Any oth!:.!, basis, an;y other 'b!l.sis, whether that ba the state, as 11oollectivo pro~•r':t"' 
or~·lcade:-s as sort of "mental ropooitories11 , that would 11represent 11 humanity 1nnea11 

·-·of h it, r.ould once again sienify outside tyranny. 

11If tllat•s all you mean, why can 1t you s~y it without leaningon the mystical, 
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. . '•··'· .. , abetr..ot, idealiatio, ontolollical, COnfinill8 languall'a c:!' Hegel?" Even ii' no 
/' . (' ·.: . ·:: superoil:louen·es" wore in\•clved .in tbe plu-aeo "if that's all" ••• t!Jo qu•stion is 
j· d.ocrs leadiljg n_owb.e1•e. a ti•ap tW.t would soon unfold. its l'l!>.ny ond veriod huea and open endless :lilusory · r 

' j 
! 
r 

,I i ,. i 
j 

. 1 .. 

:I.e continuity, tho Logic of Thought and tbs Logic o:f Objoctivo ' . ~~";~;~:;~:• Dovolopnent are not as far apart as would appoar en the, surface, ... 
tc of the openin~: of the Machine Ago. arid the ael1'-activJ. ty 'of. the.' : . 

'.'F.r.&nc:hmaooeo, ~· won ao in the llaBSlian dialectic, VI~ confrqnt the eelf-·.· ::. 
or' negatiVity (both of aliellated consciouaneos and cpprsseed lll!U!) . ~····.•·.·.•::•:. ·. •thp,t bao .as proof 200 yra. of mass struegle, on the .one hand, and l,OOO.cloaely 

:· l· \'Ol'l:od 011t >pages of categories, en tl:o other •. Whether you conaider the details 
..• of .197 oategorie'e and eub-oategori~s, or ·caken them ·only in their quint~sseritiil.l · · ia.OY".:ment:·o:t" Deing, Eesenc~ and- Notion,. 

•· 

\'\'·• I 

13072 

i 
' 

:j 

' 
! 
I ···- - ···-··-·--- --- --~-·, 


