INTELLECTUALISM AND CHEATIVITY IN ThE USik

Lecture @elivered 1n the Yheoler Aud”i.tor:.{.m:, Univera-lty of
Cslifornis, Berkeley, en April 2%, 1u5o

I, Intelectualisn and Politice; Americsy Sghools of Thougiite.

Intellectusliss &nd creativity ere nol a unity, but g dvality. The
duality, which inveets each of the peitc with its opposits, ie espe-
clelly prevelent in Rusein, where Intellectuzlism if not en iniel-
Jectuld, but a puliticel question, :

;. I do not mesn the kind of politiee that is being pluyed on both sides
- .-QF the’ Tron Curtein with Boris Pastsernai's DR, ZHIVAGO, where onz side
{Russig) dismieges the work summerily and howls thut ¢he neme of the
guthior 18 but the proper nums of = snake; .and the other side (Americs)
~ds willing to forget the apologis Pesternzl pens for tke Ruscimn ruling
lass Just bocauze he does plander the Russian Revolutlion, and the very
. “period which inspired him,\Mssenin, Blok and Hayskoveky to what creative
‘hedghts they hed es poets.

hie Yype-of 'politics, in -which Pasternsk's Epiiopue also indulgas,
lespite.all the heat 1t creates, sheds very little light on eithor
,"ip}ge’:l.tiz_:.‘socie_ty or its literature, Kor doga it illuminete the question -
‘either of intellactualism or creativity, . 2
" =“'Woen I said thet, in Pussia, intellectualism is not an intellectuzl,
_fobubie-political quastion, I meant onme related to production, rela-
~....tione of men to_one anocher at ths paoint of production which effents
all else in goclety - Lts politiecs, its intelicctual life, its arts,

"‘i'tsj science - and its wers, Wher you know Shat source of life, there

. -~ 1p no reason why the Ruseian intellectual necd appesr £ an enieme,

“: That the various echoois of thought in pmerice chovee to transform

' the questlon into an enigma 1g due to no hidden stotistics on the

-+ part of the Russien rvling bureaucrecy, dNot in this instarce. FEver

. 8inze the 1938 Stalin Constitutlion enthroned the intelligentein vg &
"grm'tp aport from workere end peassnts, whom thess labter amet raspect
and obey, especlslly obey, it has beon clear vino the ruling class
in Russim is, By 193§, Molotov spelled cut the cxsmet size of hoth
the intelligentsie "in generel!, which he suid cemprised 10% of the
population, and the "most sdvenced” pert of it, the revi rulery, to
be & mere 2.05%.

That the Americen intellectual has chosen to crecle o mystery where
none exlets ie outelde of any leck of evelluble knowledge, For one
thing, the Americen schools of thought reek an intellectunl continuity
where none exlets - in the iniellectusls of the 19th century and during
the period of the Ruscicn Ruvelution of 1917. There, the lnteliectusls
identified themselves with the mnssas! struggles for freedom from
Tsarist tyrenny, It was this struggle, which, divectly or indirectly,
stimuleted the grent Puscian writers of that pericd,




o

- T e

With the rise of the Stelin ors, on the other herd, the Russiap ictol-
. lectvels atteinod their cresent gtatus by diligently serving and becom-
ing prrt of the totalitarien bursaucracy, o '

Even where the Ameriecsn intecllochusl (Pror. Ceunts in his "The Chellenge
¢f govieb Pducstdop’, ls an outstanding @xample} cees thrt thers pus been
& fundamentsl teaneformetion of theRussian intelligentsin, ha etill
‘Erxks back:tio’ the Stenke Ruzin revolt. The rhenoweron that is in

urgant need of amlysie, however, 1s rot the 17%h, tut the 20th.cantury,

A'secondfachopltof tgought exemplificd Ey Prof, Stvnrt Remsey Tompkins,

8ca8 o far &8 tc subtitle his bock on the Juyclan JIntellipentsis:
Hgkgxﬁ_gg;jgg_nggglgﬁigng;x_sggg_. [ter clelning the intolligenteia
‘has ‘05 ¢ounterpart in the West, rrof, Tompkirs centirues: "It secms
t2 bave been. first eprided in the ‘éUs, pevheps beginning with

., ‘Turgensv. The intellizertsis wore a Eroup of facaticel, devoted and

- intolurant people, red constautly L{rom velow by the rising youth,.v -

- In;that group of "fanatical, devoted end intclorent pecple" he includeg
_evéryore frow Chernysheveky to Steidin!

4% the'seme time, the Harvard University study of Qontipuit chenes
in Russian sand Soviet Tnought resches out for sc brosd a scope that it
ovars-‘everytling from:the Greek Orthedox Church to Fussia's present
competition with the U, S,.in the underdeveloped countries, T do not

krow how: far: e knowledge of the Greek Orthodox Chureh will help one

iﬁiﬁﬁ@éﬁét&ﬁdiﬁg the pracent-dey intellectual, but T do know tuat the
generous. doses of anslysis of "repentent intellecluals" whe aro supposed
* to" be: the 1iving preof of the Rusalan suylng, "Bez Viny Vinovaiye," that

"‘¢§“tq‘say, "guilty without guils,” will got you exsctly nowhere,

* The Russian intellectusl's gulltiess hands huve been culte tloody aver
si4 -, since the gory Moscow Trials of 15571 CI note, in passing, thui -
;.. , Pesternsk has his hero. conveniently die in 1929 It ic true that the
"= Epllogue continues through the present Gay, and does contain & criticism
. ‘of the "unerampled eruelty of the Yeghov peried, " but then it sleo hears
- the unheard music of happiness” in the postwer periecd - from the
_Vorkuta forced labor campe, .no doubt,
‘ 1
Finally, the U. 5. Senate, in its document, &ansions in the Soviet Union,
.. 8oes tensions, not between the intelligentsie end the great mesees,
+ but within tho inielligentsis, The honoruble senutors will welt e long
time indeed 1f they nput their hopes of revoli in what they cell "the
upheavel of & few sclentists in charge of extraordinsry weapons,!

Nevertheleus, the illusion kes been reinforced by the publicity around
the Nofel prize-winner, Pecternsk. The diecleimers, from Pesternsk
himeelf, which were obvlouely forced, further strengtieoned the 11lusion. °

But the book btelies the fact.

"Do not trust the ertist, "D, H. Lawrence writes in nic joreys on
Amerdesp Titerature, "Trust the Tele,"

Mid the tale of DR. ZHIVAGO dows end with o whitewesh, [irst of
World der IT as "a bresth of fresh eir, & purifying storm, & breath
of deliverance," and then of 1948 or 105c, He cannot meke up ks mind
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-~ «whebher he wishes "the purtents of freedom" to signify the whols

' post¥ar pericd, or whether he deres mike the yeer of Stalin'e desth

that oymbal, so he eeys, in 4 deliberstely corsless vay, "Flve or ten
-yeurp later® . 1% 1g five %or" ten years from the yesr specified as. 194%;
"cne guiet, anmmer evening, [udorov and Gordon wers egain togather,
giteing at &n open window above HosCo¥... ‘

, 'mlthcugh v*ctony bhed not btrought the relief snd freedom
that wers oxpscted «t the end of the wer, neverthelegs the portentsz of
freedem £illed the alr throughout tie rosiwar period, end they elone
derihed ita hia*orica; s8ipgnificance.

o "To the two old friends, as they sat by the window, it seemed
thnt bhis freedem of the sowi was elready there, &:
future: had - ibly moved ‘int6 the streets bejcﬂ tnem, that they
e "EI?dﬁ"haE enterea 1L &nd were now pert of it, Thipking of this holy
ityn {Lubvanka included, I suppose)} "Thlnking of tiie holy city and of
tire santh, of the still-living protagonists of this story, end
ir children they were filied with tenderness and peace, and they. were
3 ﬁe unhaard musiu of hapnin&ss..."
r 'nusic of ‘happiness® indaed - fram whers, the Vorkute forced lekor
or from ‘Bret Cermeny - those truly signifled "the partents of frae-
t no}_“muslc of h&ppinass," heard or unheard, £i1led the air es

Tne transformation thet the intellectual HEs undergohie hae

:nothing to do with- "happinesst, heard or vnheard, (although, no doubt
-, the fact that Pagtornal invented this heppiness in tho Fpilogue which
'~"ig'no% pressnt in the tele itself tore him, es an artist, to pleces)

" por with nztionsl boundaries, for thut mabter It is rooted in changes
" in productfon that we have witressed .here ever since the Depression, end
-. the recurrent crises thet led us to war, and now ere hesding to the edge
of totsl extiuetion,

In the esse of the Fuscian intellectusl, 1t begmn in 1928
with the initiutien of the First Five Yesr Plan, &nd resched its clinux
with the legitimizetion of the "classless intelligentsia" as the riling
cluse in 1956, As & consequence of the identity between the intelilsctuels
“and the tyrannical State Plan - along with the Conatitution-greasvivity is

gggfo

what iz genergliy called "the pollticel conseguences of non-
conformism" sre the netural by-products of the intelligentsia's acceptance
" of their role g the elits, Of course, it 1s a struighi-jacket for the
tellectusl as well, bub 3t 1s ope of hie own meking.

Beceuse the Russisn intelligentsia its ranged sgeinst the gepuine
creutivity which, hietorically, hus stemmed from the comuon man's struggle
to be free, thus releasing elso the creetive powers of the intellectusl,
intellectusl end intevllectualiem are not synoenymous with crestivity, either
in their strietly literary werke, or the ldeslogy they seek to folst on the

Russiap masses.
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. IiT. "art end The Two Opnosites: Merxiem and Communism

: 'l'he grentest 1le of all ie the one thr Ruscion intellectual
B'nmqn to nase off mg troth - thut he stonds on Nersist theory. Pasternek's
stteck on garxiam is from the aame felee ground of identifying thesge two
opposites: 1) féar:d.sm, e theory of libereticn, end 2) Communism,' the theory
8n¢ practics of enrlavement., . ‘

'It i _high tiﬁns to _separate these two irroconcilable oppocite

Marx was concernad with the freedom of humanity and with the
Anevitabie waste of humsn 1ife which 15 the sbsclute penersl lsw of the
con..tant_ growth of machinery znd the conetaut degradation of the Lzbover.
‘Russin 13 concurned with the mminspring of cepitalicm; paying the worker =
minimun and extracting from bim the maxirum, They dub this "The Flan,®
. Marx celled it the I.aw of Vslue and Surpius Va.lue, Wthe fatel foymuls of
T -wuge slavory. :

G- No phi.‘i.oso;:her aver had & grander vision of man than Led Mary,
a.nd yet nome was sc firmly bases on the first necessity of living: lebor
. and ‘production. His contentlon wes that g0 long as you have exploitetive
,productitm, where mackine is usster of man insteed of men of macking, thet
1s. dow. long .you would have cupltalism, no aattor whet name you gave the system,
Under ‘sudh ‘conditions of lator, your gensitivity, Le thet of men in geng;-_g._l,
ar “the artist in p-.rtic.t.lar, is limited;

'
.

"Religion, the family, the siste, lew, morals, science,
art ere ohly particular forms of preducticn end suber—
dinate to its vniversel lew.! (Privete Property ond
Commmisn, which eppeers for the firat time in Foplish
.&p an Appendix to my work, MaRXISN AND FREEDOM)

Fow fthe unlversal lew!, which, in econemic torms, is celled
the Lax of Yalue and Surplus Valua._. is, in buman terms, called ALIERATION
OF TABCR, Thet slienation of labor arplies not oniy to the factory, which
-is of couree at the root of &1l other elienstions, but 21s¢ in the lebor of
ihe intellectusl whlch euffers &s well from ihe division betvween mentel end menual
-iabor which cheracterizes ¢less mocietics,

From the stert, Merx sapsreted himself from the vulgar Communists
of hie dey who thought &ll problems would be. zolved with the sbolition of
"privste property, Mexx insieted thot the basic contrsdictions of ecapiialism
cannot be overcoms until whet 1s most deprading of wll, and the source of all
vther contredictions, slienfsted lebor iy overcome:

In the allcnation of tha cbject of lebor is only crystellized
the elieration, the estrangement in the very mctlvity of lebor.”

Thie is the essence of all toet is perverse in sopiielisam, To this must now
be saded that thet which is most perverse under steto caplitalism thel pusces
itself off s Commuunicm includes the status of tie intelligentsie. This, toe,
Merx had foreseen when he seid that vulser Communism "completely nepates the
pereonslity of man... The gultivation of the five eenses ir the work of the
whole hietory of the world to date, Ggengitivity, procccupied with erude
precticel necescity, io only limited sonsitivity.,, 7o such ebsolute povarty
Les numan escence hnd to be reduced in order to give birti to ite inner seelthin
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Pasternak seems iymorunt of the Humenitm of Merxism not becauce he 1e

4 novelist rathey tham a historien, but because he euffers from the
pregomatisy eo familiar to us in this country - thet "sucuezs i€ thet vhich
suocueds.” and didn't Comuunism succoed while Merxism is nowhere in pover?
But, ae even Pacternmak ricognizes in &nother plice, there is the "power of
vnermed truth," And “the cower of ungroed truth® eslled Morxica ie that is
‘ :!8 & philoscony of Ilwmen achivity, & sheory of liberitionm,

'I'he Rupsiexn intallectual is certsinly not the repository of creativity. F irst

cf 211 3t must be mede clesr beyond the peradventure of amy doubt +het even if
Letrakh piays the violin "crestively", snd the Medssevev Brilet dances

”diviuely“ one cannot shunt eslde ten millicne J.n forced labor CE5UPE .

f,’,',h_g__gm b‘sa‘..h-—'l_..ﬂ;;ng q_,_natg,vg‘gx lies, not in the muelie or the dance, but in -

;7 the #iave labor revoli in Vorkuta which kliled cnce snd for sll the myth of
- totalitaria.n Anvineibility. ad theroby erested “The Thew" slso {or the

~i.'-|:cal.d.gen‘t‘.s.'r..a, 1nclud.i.ng its novellsts,

Secondly, amanie (compoa..tion &5 well as interpretetive vieying) end the
darce aside, the arts - especiplly llterstire - have been guite barren for .
Bot.t 'l.hree fu...l decades. : .

IR. Zﬂl'VA..rO io not the oesls in the desert of Russisn litersturs that it iﬂ
pl»yea up to ba in the West, not becanse Pasternak is not = Merxist,-but because
‘ha’is‘hob ¢ greaut extist, A talented one, yas, but not grest, Horeover, his
greateat period of creativity-wes precisely as a lyric poet in the peried of

- %the Ruseisn Revolution and ¢ivil wer thet he now chocses to clander, but which
by ulea.ing amay £11 the old rubbish, did create for him nev_forms in which to

sxpreas himself,

P&sr.erns.k, in meking & bid to enter the literary grects of the 18tk century,
- referred to s early poems as "mere trifies!, while DE. ZHIVAUO he classed
'g(u_s\his great work. But there are very few ~leces in DR. ZRIVAGO thet arise
"above those early iyricml heights - and & grest wsny places thet dontt come
wpto it,

The West's attempt to treat it &e if it were in & clees with Tolstoy's haR

- AKD PELCE shows us the myopic vision of our own intellectusls. Not & single
‘eherscter, ineluding thet of Dr, Zhivsgo, comss to ful) lise. (I dare anyone

to %ell me whet Zhivego evan looks llke. I know Dr. Zhivogo has a "snub nose!,
but whet else does the resder immow abcut this herc':z locks or depihs of thoughts.
Mocds there are eplenty, but nothirg in depth of thousht or charecter.

The novel reads like & jowrnelistic repors where it should be creetive, end
crestive ahout inanimate cubjects where it should reflect objective reality.
Thut ig why it o often sounds spurdous - a3 if he is trying to put scmething
over on us, He hes certeinly put something over crn himzelf when he wrote thet

Epilﬂﬁ‘llﬁ .




" Pasternek net only felle to approsch Tolstey's gheer epprehension of
the world, but he bas not his infinite talent for morel indignation.
Pusternek presches and holde Tortn, &ll right, but thoe whole cf life
Secms & disconnected seéries of incidents r.hu.. quite often put-you to aleep.

Cartainly t.hnre is none of the perception of objuctive reslity thet merks

& truly great crestdive work., It not orly does not compere to Tolstoy, but

. avop on the different level of whet he roferrcd to as '"mere triflee" - ils,
- Blok'y, Mayekovely's lyriciem of the eerly 208 - there iz none of that very
- Bolid perception of the new in tiw present work,

“Inou muy konow tbat Lemin dld not care Tor Meyskowsky. With e modesty noneo
~of the walger rulers now cem show, Lenin seid thet, since he had no competence
». dn the-field of poetry, no onc need foll w bhie "lewd?, bul thut 2e preferred
-Puhhld.o 1o maysko"elw One day, however, he lame into g metelurgical con-
';Pnca, :mving one of Mayzkovskyis poems, saying thet he ceptured in a single
rdge what wes wrong with the new etate thal was undesgcing buresucrutic de-
08, (The "thaw? has recentiy produced & now etution of Mayekovsky,
not knmv vhetker 1t has raacheﬂ tlds country,} The particulzr poem
718, thet, eerned tis praise related how Mayskoveky was frustreted
. ttemp'c ‘to see’ the hesd of the Frlters! Union - the oequlvelent of
tha one wno. preeantly h.e.d rojected DR. ZHI VAGD -~ becmuse thet man was constantly .
An: 'c'oni‘érance. 8o ons dey Muyskovsky brushes medly pest the secrastary who ip
JArying 40 keep him out of the conference rocm, end storms Inte 1k, He ie
“horrified:at whet he mees - Just the heed of the man chuirins the nesting,
"Hhen he 1nqui:'ea whet hes heppenad, he iz told that fPthe Comrade hed to
' ¢ttond another ‘conference, end go we kept the head hera, and sant hia bedy ofi‘
U attand the other meeting,”

Can’ somecae point to any such condsmnution of ..he present regime in
Pae ernsk's wor‘.:?

] ‘Quita the contrary. The slander of the Rugslan Revolutlon ari the whitewegh
j"fdi‘_ the present regime go hend in hend to prove the resl "villein® in tae
Yoguffocation of crestivity, Por tke willingnegs of the ertlst to live ip

-'3"1111'3' end glory in his -pecialized stutup huy dope more even than the politieal
copmissors to s8iifle creativity, Somewhere, it desliox with what he cslle the
Theaut It Foul", the grest Germezn philosopher Hegel, condemns the intelleclusls
“of his dey for "luxuriat-ing in & stete of gelf-hypoctised inzctivityr, Thnt,

to & "TW, flte the intellectusls of our dey, In tise nerrouiness of his vision
&nd self-centeredness, Pusternaic is typlesl of the single-tracked nind of the
Russian intellectuel whe hes most recently reorgunized tze ficld of cduention,
Den't forget, tos, thet the rsoclel piyslognomy <f the Russinn intellectusl is

at clearly racogrizable there, as eey, ibe "man in the zrey fiennel sultv is here,
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. Kugefen totpliteriuns, and its intellectuzls meeting in all seriousness at

- - &0 MVD. Gonferance -1 "ie Decisions &f the Z0th Purty Comgrose on strengthening
_bf Sncialist (1) Legelity and the Tasks of Soviet Currective Labor inptitoter.
Ti-should be & surprise to no one thet in & country where forced lshor ie called

~ia Seorrective labor, and ;risern sentences are cuphuamistically rendorsd as
re-education,® that the produminant theme of these intellectunis ~ these
sgdvanced scule" we zre told numbered 400 - wes further punishment for those who
‘refused to e re-educsted lnto pliant touls of stebe cunitsllst berberism,

3 . Heeiiess to say, liberstlon for the ten million in forzed labor cemps
wag never mentionod by & single intellectusl, end not & sinrle eoul of the ten
willions in Forced laber camps vus ipvited to speek for himsell.

- " gnyone whe thimke this cen never heppea ln Americe ghewdd izke &
second lovlk ab the South. 4nd T do not mean only nt the Fsubuses and tne
‘ngonfederate Underground” - bub &t our American Nobel prize-wimner, Williem
L Penileer. 1P Faullmor can stote toet he is ready to spill Negro blood Fto
.- ‘preserve’ tha Southern way of lire", now fsr from barberism ig our culturs?

. p8 for tha scientists; Just s ibe Von praunc did ot lewve the
il ufter they wers defeuted, so the Rusvian sclientists will not leuve
: 15d5tration ~ eny more thah there will ho any show of independence of -
'h’.ny."aclent:!_.a“th‘her'q. \ . . _ ‘

. Bub “there 1s a break here from intellscbusls looking only et intellec-

_fq_r‘t.hé"anaw'er, us witness Dr. Wiillem Pickering who has steted that all |

ey, ‘ai sclentlsts, cen do is invent missiler ard anti-missllog snd infinitum,”

hit thet it 'dossn't really mptter who fires thal tirst ICEM, for clvillzetion is
then tonly one-helf hour avay from total enrihilation.® . '

-'Hle::-en,r again, uarx, over 100 years ego, foresiw the impesse that
'medern sclence would Yeach in a soclety where mental and menusl are forced
‘ _japa:‘."y, aven ag work and life are:’ -

wTo bave uno besis for seciety and enother for seience is
a priori, & lle." : g

o You cennot go on living a 1ie and bave the srts and selences flcurigh
‘pe.part of total humen developmeni. This, it scems to me is what the eminon®
geientist, Dr. Pickering, is saying when he is appeglling for "o new und fying
prineiple from the heert end mind of men."

_ The most ereative zet, the anly one that will get us out of the impasee
. that science in & class soclely has resched 1s the crestion of & new truly humen
encinl order, This cannot be brought in behind the becks of the people, leest
of #11l by intellectusls who heve accophed for themsclves the role of the slita,

Marx foresaw this movement of history, pot beceug: he was ¢ prophet,
but because he mede the huuen being the subject of 211 development, end eow thet
‘In no other wey cen murkind be {ree end o new scciety cmergo, Theru ic sbill
ne oLher way.

Tii STRUGGLE FOR FheeDus IS The FUENY OF aLl URuaTIVITY,




