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b Modern Fcononde Growth by Simon XKusnets Yale University Press 1§6?
i ———— D oML , .

I will iimit myself hare only to the trands in Intermtﬁnd

Interdependenca,

Py J45:  "Why did the limited wars of the nineteenth and early.

N twentieth centurios Mescalste use the modern term,
into the two world wars? Possiblwm jor vars are asscotated
witkh the emergence in the SBtr¥o be modarn economio growth -
of several large and developad ‘ratlons. One could arguo
that in a var of "world" dimensions of the participanis on
both sides must comprise large snd economically developed
countries supportad by 2 variety of z21lies, countries with
suffinient puwer to devote vast amounts of resources over
a prolongsd period to a major conflict, Hence, the bere

- congtury of uneagy pesgce in Europe that Tollowed the
Napcleonic wara may have been 'chW
dwring much __omf,thq.t,pqriod__.tha:_-g_ Mas onlyone large
scononlcally advanced couniry in the j#it of the world
that generated medorn economlc growth; the emergence of
others, particula arigeny,..ef ter 1870 oventually led
to vorld War I. In thiz seuss it was a cantury of Pax
Britannica *hat endpd wign 6 leading country could ‘o
longer leid and impoge its peace on such a large part of
the world, " ' .

: economic ’ :
In congitariaz the/structure of underdeveloped countries, S.K.

goes Into the quastion of thJ@onﬁc factoj:g :

P, 437: T"Undoubtedly some of these have a direct bearing upon
the economic structure the low per capita preduct,
either as important conssquences or r determining
factors, or both, a theoretical frameworly that

would wstablish the om0 non-"
aconomic sspscts of social structura, We cannot specify
them, {my ecphasis) '

By the time, S.K. rmchesrchapt.er 9 (P, 461) On ths Spread of

Economic Growth, he shows definita]y how very thin is the layer of

industriailzation in the world, Thus, on p. 462, he writes:

"If we set the 17808 as the date of the Industrial Revolution,
which ushered in modern economie growth, one and three quarter ¥
centuries have olapsed; and in that period an epochal

o
innovation has spread to.onTy a quarter of thg_xanld’m A
Iaﬂ:.tsrataofsprudlou.mifso,my?. a TTTT T .
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"With this introduction,

conaidering (1) the restricte: Lot

impact of moder’i E¥édoaic growth; (2) the lergth of the .
transition pericd and the clowmese of the process of
spreads and (3) tho inorsesing difficultiss mssooiated
with the Igglm_.gap;.bemﬂn.,utheﬁdqyp}.opad countries
and thoss still to be deyeloped,” ‘

On P. 469, S/K. shows that between thres-quarters and four-ril
of mankint atill suffer from low esconomic performance, and & large pro-
‘portion of thess from truly inadsquate standards of living, and, then, -
on Py U476, he writesr = =~ ¢ - - o T : :

"And since Africa amd Asis st111 accounted for mors
than six tonths of weld-population in 1950, it is
bardly surprising that modern economic growth, defined
in terms of an adeguate transfornition of & country’s
4ggragats ocondnic psrformance and the aseociated sociag
structurs, has spread to only a £ifth or a quarter of
world popwletion. - ' .

[

' It's in the pcstser.'n_.pt:_ (pp 48?-5092"!‘.11:1: one gats the usﬁnéo
of the whole, the goal t;";‘u;ha a'tt-n'dy which i= the first, as .t';uf as I know,
" .and which this Economist did not limit themsslves to Heohomics but 4n
an igmciiscipli.qnfy manner took up the question of culture, even though
in éﬁ-m;;u related to econoxicn, lhfoi'tumta_ly he leaves out
" both the so-called socislist countries on tha ground that there wasn't
sufficient statistics over a consistently long perisd to be able to make

genoraliufiom. Nevarthaeless, there both are reforances to these countrics

end the international aspect definitely includes them, even as ho
recognizes that the®new African situation would be the real tast of the
possibility of industrializing the world and it's s test thet the
technologically edvanced countriss have definitely NOT met.

\
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"i0, The international aspects of econ wth are
characterized by three prominent trends Fira}{ the
technologicad revolution in transportatd cormunication

. feailitated contact among variows parta of the world,
pariicularly beiwsen the developed countries and others -
in torms of effective sase, for the first time in the
history of human soclaties; bezimning in

" ninetesnth century conditiors were thus different
from thosa in the prowm ‘

" oconomic growth spread uential

berinrings in eighteentR-cen England to various
followes conntries, with the timing of entry continuing
inty the recent deczden of the twentisth century and
_produrably into the futwre, Third, until the entry of
-Japan in the lats ninoteenth century, followed by the
U.5.5.R. in the 1930s, modern economio growth was con-
centrated in Enropesn countries and their of fshootu over-
peas, whise per capits incomsz wers well above average,
evon bafore industrialization, and certainly much nighw
than the incormss.of the countries in Asix and Africa,"

"he soquentiel opread, rather than simultiineous emérgence;

meant inequalitles in the rate of cggregate growth even

among the countries that eventually became devaloped,

let alone betwesn all of t.heae and the undardeveloped
_areae of the werld," - . ) .

#In a1l those rsspects, the sproad modsrn econcmic
growth to a number of large developst countrisa con-
stituted a necessary, Al not sufficlent, condition for -
world wars and for tha inecreasing strain of backwardness
which forced the powerful Bentrel governments to take a
more getive part in the initiation of econonic modernira-
tion," :

"The first is the fact that modern economic grfowth can
be observald for only a few countries over a peried long
enough to redusce confusion betwasn underlying trends,
long swings, and more transient changes~if we exclude,
as we should, ccuntries sualler than & low minimum, natural
resource pools, and, for the time being at least, the
Communist sountries. We ars laft-with ten countrles in
Durops (if we include-Ttily in additlon to the United -
‘Kingdom, France, Germany, the Hotherlands, Bolgium,
Switgerland, an? the thres Scandinavian countries, fowr
or five overseas offshoots of Europs (the Unitad States,
Canada, Australiam, New Zealand, and poasibly Un:l.on
of South Africa, and Japsn - & grani totagof {

or sixteen countries,”
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