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Dear Raya,thanks for yrs and the pfﬁe on Marx's debt to Hegel,wch I will
‘defer ‘discusseion on until I am more cumpetant.
" Before I forgeu,uhe man you asked about re the piece on Russian
inteliectuals is James 3tiver,1178 Yale Staticn,iew Haven.
Now to China.l @nclose an essay I wrote this merning.T ”hls iz a earbon,;
fmy first present to you.where dees it get us”lgifarly it is opposed to i
" my ideas on Yenan"humanism that I gave you last month.But is i+ Co
hecesserily complerely inconaisbenb°\§s you see I makre a2 harsh finel
judgement .The veriod of the Kiangsi Soviet is not well documented, though -
I have come escress an anonymous repcrt,The present condition of Chirna,
an anenyaous work translated into English by a dapanese observer,which
: regarded the Soviets favourably,which I will try to get around to -
;fsummariqing for youliflao in the period 1927-37 was deeply concerned with
"ih;s Jown struggle for leadership,much more deeply I think than he ever
fsuggesta 4in his own interviews or. writings.After all,one does not dwe&l
on-. such things unnecesaarllytggt ‘by Yenan he. eould afford to relax a.
,jibit JAlso in -the linited Front period, say @he made ccms:n.derable .
hcon09331ons %0 the KMT.This enounted among other things,to leaving the'
 hpeasants a*one to some extent,and being : tole _to the rich: peaaanta.,
: - mﬂ-v;r:wm;rz'? as it the Tezl Wa '
=~ e waiting for the peasantry to show some renewed revolukionary sp1r1t?
3 lf;l these guestions are loaded, ,for NMao's control was by now undisputed, .
' his cadres were organlzed theére was nonne after Chang Kuo-t'aoc to
' challenge him.3o any revolutionary fervour that manifested itself was.
fervour tolerated by Mac.So what spontaneity of peasants is possible in_
auch clrcumstances or what can arise among workers when the cadres are
there as the factories are built? I don't know,but would say llttleLEEP,
%here wes hope and excitement in the air,this I think is c¢lear.There is
hope and excitement in the air now in Cuba.fan Mao here be called the
heughty vasgsal,is he possessed of the tragic consciousnpssE Does he in
some Rousseaun sense see nimself as the pers onlflcatlon of the general
will? Or is he just out for powcx? I think not a.mply_tha“;atter but I
think his gozl is to forge, himcelf, a unified "socialist" sLaba4on lines
that find more support in Stalin than in Mar%,in which he is to decide,
not in the last resort the people themselvesjl,millngygpp_ggw_;gqgiggﬂgt
Yenan.Any commenits of yours welcome.This essay 1 send as a background.If "
it is useless,scrap it.But there may be some point that interests you.if-.
50 we can dig awey at It together.let me know.Vy apologies if this is not

at 211 what you want,but I can always try again.Background has its uses
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Hao Tse-tung 8 riee to_paowers 3’2—1937. :

In late lovember of 1927 Mag Tse-tung's politicai future apgéered'

blegugThs centrul committae of the Chinese COﬂﬂuniBt varty had Just

dismisge.. him from nis threﬂ main ponttions}ag an alternzte member of the&

ﬁolitburo,seoretary of the Hynan provincisl comaittee and secrotary of

tha narty front comzlitea.the rarty itzelf was weak and with vavering

1éaderan1p;ch'en Tu~hsiu was discredited,Ch'i Chiu-p'2i was just sbout 3
Ch'en Tu-hsiu Ch'i Chiu

be after tha Centon Uprisingd3ut by 1917 Moo was iinp11 1n undisputed

4is g highly-

trace his;_

- alight1y haphazard aouounts to be fauad 1n the booka of North Schwarr

fourd ln(hn outiine history o I“ﬁﬁi;;\nualiﬂhed by the Foreipn Languagaa
M — __._.-J
Prece of Peking in 195&. -
N
By '1929 Mao was securely enseoncad in thewximgsi

-

araa.tha earliest bOViQQS noad naen formed,and the Red Army had alrendy

developeﬂ sufficiently to give Trotsky _AluywrscenToliih o vrofound =hock

in Hovember.(l)The thecraotigal descrintions of the Soviets were not

—l

3n-ued $111 19§%J$nd aa(gégﬁ;pdinta out no_"estern observer visited the .

,érea.so exact details mare -ot ascertainable.The crucial huestion ie

\_ . .
o whether or not “ao was at this time acting independently of the leader-

ship in his own party.it sseme to be falirly clear that Wao was pursuing

: tha revolution from s countryside hase with a pesa. rny while the
!
E ! official leadership of the two lavour leaders L%:é&fifﬂJLnd Hsiang Chung

+ fa continued Lo spesk and mot as if the revolution could only advance
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. : . } ! - . . . . ?g_
through the uvrban preletariat and that all afforts should be concentrated
on developing the worksrs' Gopsciousne.s.¥as heu consimtertly denied such -

a split.He ﬁold‘éEEE-if 1937 2t he had agreed completely With the

I

‘resultu of tha Sixth Congress of the coumunist perty held in Moscow in

‘ /
latehgg?a

-

" mgiyh the new line adopted at ihet Congress,Chu Teh and I
ware in oomplete agreemant.From that tine on,the d¢ifferences
btetween the leadeirs of the Parbty and the leﬁﬂers of the -

: . Seviet movemant irn the 4grar1an 4ic+ri»ta diaappeared P “ty ’
-«—___ﬂ \ harmony a3 reestablished".{2) o

L pmatest o+
i l.“_w_ ml’ﬂ"ﬂ-‘

,;bourguoia 1ndividualism - preaumably a clear statement that the workers‘
alone had the final revolutionary consciousness,not the paasants’In_the-
same esséy Mao mentioned thet many people were secking to leave the

———,

e —— e —
revolutionary army.a faet he attributea to "incorrect leanerehip".ﬂinoe‘
/.-4—"—- t T e
thaﬁ&}eauerahip could not of course be his or Chu Teh's|such a2 statement.:

implies a purge in the offingivugue refersnces in his conversetione with

énow with reference to the Veat Fuklen conference of December 1929
supuort tbia.ﬂgﬁ} officers of "a Yrotskyite fmction" "weré eliﬁzﬁhtéd
frem responsible positions and after the Fukien Conference lost their‘
influence"(zéfo "the question of %Egg_gpligyugggmgfgggd”atwgggffljgggth,
and the struggle «yainst 'opportunism',l-d by thosc opposea to redistrib-:
ution vas overcome.lt was resclved to carry out land redistribution and

quicken the fovrmation of Goviets".(4)No such difficulties are mentioned
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in tha Paking History. Mao Had on the first rogga.mm—

,-.-._..-.—-

v atsoever. n u“ne\Li L:—Ban finally admithea that the Red Army miyht
]

1ndaeﬂ be uaed to spur urban ineurraction and in July came the famous

attack on Ghangsha. the city being held for a few dayseInittally hailed a8

: a triumph this was leter d(pa- v2d a8 a monsirous errcr and semimTrntaky-

':ism.(s)mao wes cautious to“%no t"the attacks or Ghangsha wer: wot

‘naoasaary and bag an element of adventure in tham".(G)The Peking Hietory

isinonoomittal snging only "the flames of revolution flared up: not only K

‘1n tha basen.bat in all placea traveraad by the Red Army".(? ”he end

1of.tha year saw. Chiang Kaiushek's Lirst extermination campaign ageinst

-.-__“___.

5the ‘Kiangsi Sovieis and tvo events crucial to Meo,the fall of. 14 Li-aan
____—"\—"—"-N.___ x

f;jand & seonna purge ‘of the army{A letter of November from the ECCT

e e e st e

'ancused 13 Lirsen of semi~Tretskyism,petty-bourgeolis chauviniem and

RN

TN ;oo

Putachiam;he.was replaced by Wang Ming and. theizj/ﬁolshevika known'aaf;fﬂ7

"tha returned studenbé.whose guide and counsel was Pavel Wif of the

e 2 — L waa L

AComintern.‘

xre8 of the Russians".(8)More erucial rerhaps was the

power as ¢

f:y "Fut'ien purge of December 193B;North quotes from Li Ang's testimony to

z

the cffden that in this enfl following months Nao execubed hundreds of ”}

0 Tt A By 4 e Y g Y i 7

J—

communists apnosed to him.Brandt deecribes the men as loyal Li Li-eaniata'

P B

who ntill wanfed t0 take cittes.(Q)Mao 1016 qnow that communist rebels
L. oibies.

.{;:L Under Tiu Ti-temo "att=cked us pelitically on the basic of the Lilli-san-

= line” and =zuued \bat "Iiu Ti-tszo was 2rrested,and other revels dinarmeu

"1U' ”

Y 74; and-’ 1iouiduteu".(10)'ao had won the setond round. e 3
g & = :
k,h ‘j} . 1931\ saw the Mukden incident,and the next two extermination .cempaigns
— 4 J' wif ] [ i
o |P§ j‘Chiang,both fatlure .1t saw also,in l'ovember,the F:pst al!China :
-, T

-;Fr Congress of uovieus to which Mao was elected chairman and Chang Yuo-t'ao

i —— e et s s i e an s

one of the vice-chairmen.The P king History only mentiona this Congresa




"l4.

ae‘tmking a stryong sud courarfeous staerd againat the Japanese"in contraét

P S ;

.>. 40 the Tawning of Chiang.To nowuNau gives the date of the Cong

<%f/ﬂieuelect105 t0-the Chairmanshi fiothing else.thua teo major formulations;-
firatx— i
L ?%"e Constitution of the Soviet Republis !

of the Congress are not treated

. ggcwh1oh pledged ;horter hours,equaliity before the law for all racial and
i religious groups,freedom ol speech,press and the rights of assembly,ther::

— T e et e T e ey
emancipation of_ﬁffngﬁnd the freedom of national minorities to szelf-

e ———

determinatjon,while édeclaring "the &amocratie dictatozrship of the

"workers:ana peaaauta".(the eaiuora of the Douunentary History iﬂtiat

it
Y

;)5. without compansﬁgigfzgg;" ng of a plot of land to eac man
-—-—'-"'_"-_--‘ ) '

enforued ol eetivisation vorth believes this to be n crﬁcial time 1n i
-CCp 1esdership,in which nenformance in China became nore 1mportant than'

‘ralationa witk the C: mintegn\(Wl) / ) .
THe main event of\lQ’ ]was the bringing of the Central committee and’

: Kiangei_**_ p— ’

the peoretariat of rhe CCp f:ﬂg Shanghai to hﬁ!ﬁ!ﬁ‘ﬁgdﬁthg*ggnning‘ﬁf

Hang Ming ﬁgtﬂpacqw.lt io auggested by Baerth that the Kiangel Soviet

maey have threatened to cut funds to Shanghai and thus foreced = showdown;

81111 divided,,

but he admita facts are lacking.Anyway the 1eadership was

with fa0 @8 chalrmsn of the CEC but s%ill iv & wuaa pOui ion,Chang Kpo-ﬁ

o i

.t'ao a8 qtrong vice chairnan Chu Teh as an inflaentlal field commander,:

- T -
® T : f 2 En- (\Airy
o ¥u_in charge of pariy affairs end Chou En-lai asimilit supervisor

LT

{12))The Puking Hictory emphusises constructive achievements in the

Soviats and also the gullant role played by the communist pzrty in the

defence of Shenghnl.lt 1s hard o see what communist strengin there
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, \) rlso suppressed the"Fuk en rising with surprising ease anc afficieLay,

'could havse be mn 1in Shanghai in 1912 Mao does Coﬁ/uiacusa any party

politics with Snow Loy lgif.

In 1933 ‘Chiang launched th» fourth exterminafion cempaign which was

ye another failure.but in October atarted the fifth with 1ta complex

’blockade of the whole Kiarqaimarea which. waa. to-prove nuccess’ful.He

"—--....__.._.. T

80 that an obeervar like George nhepherd who had thought at the

with the communists in

the Fuaien rebellicn work1d construntively

opposing the ¥MT and the Japanese.(15)

!( o J anuarg-/-\
}v she aoond all-China Congress ol Soviets ‘took place in Ixky 1934,

[’Juichin élready being in denger from +he WMT forces.The theoret*cal

SR U

e &

\ .
\ ;ormulationa here are not lmpcortant,but what was of great importance 1&

e struggle for leadd P that took place and uao's role 1n it and --

vm.v-pv\v— o

descraption of it.It is central to the conE;oversy betweeq_ﬁgpﬂ%zg‘gnd g

Wlfﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁlzéﬂﬁfﬂgfff orthodoxy of Mao's leesvership.Mao reported the

—

following to fnows

-7 WAt the second congress "I gave a long report and here the
1 Central Soviet Govoernment,as its personnel exlata today ,wab
! elected.Preparations spon after ards were made for the Long
;umarch... y»Jvnua§34193 the ‘main forces of the Red Army
P i+ rzached’ qun—yi .»aichow.For the next four months the ™
T SR Larmy vas H1most ‘constantly meving and the most energetic
oo rcomoat and fightirb took olace™.{16)

\/ According to Yorth homever at the Congress in 1934, thoagh Po Yu mas

replaced as seeratary general to the narty,it was rnot by anyone

sympathetic to Mac but by Chang “en-t'ien,another returned student,snd:
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thua sﬁbjevt %o comintern dibcipliue.horth oelievea thet Mao got thq&Z’

1eadersh1p uf the party &t ;sunyi in January 193),when he
...... - '_____..__—-——-" — ‘

“the Long maroﬁ began in October
—— __’-—'—q
7;2;5) and when Pharg Kuo-ttso was abssnt that M

‘.ﬂJ/ ‘apite of ,not becauae of Stal1ng(17 i'he Pekin
.-/' -

L ]

a*aion in’ uompleue uonuradiction to Mao's own atatemeni to Snow,The -

had bzen out

ao's powar was thus 1n

History corrooorates thia

'

Peking Hiatory sayss ‘7 S C e

U AP S A "in Jaruary 1935,1in Tsunyi,the Chinese Comm
e A / &n enlarged meeting of the political buraau

comzittes.The Tsunxi__gnrerenos put-_an-end t

AV hﬁfff' : legdurahip. 627 fiafaantJal comnittee and-esta
TANR R gorréot certrul leadership with kgo Tse—tung;“

Tk This new party leaderaliip waw He suarsh¥is £o
ﬁ‘(w&’ . : ‘f ol The EE?EEEa“r?V‘qui"P 18 ST
h ‘.> v . ___,,_-—'__'_“--.-..__-—.____m o s e et m”"“—'ﬂ‘-—*-'-.__".‘.:‘l .
L .Oraiof ths rara iiluat ujone in the histqzx is of.a laﬂge,ornnte '

bui)ding.-‘fths "Site of the ’J‘Buny‘i Conferance"

uniet varty h
of 1t

In answer to a queation
Wittfogel atated that Mao

came to leanership a Taunyi in 1935, If that

s
is so,and it saems undeniable then why did Mao back date the whole ave
by a yaar and make it taeke place ot the officia

1l Gongrees of the Party? 4
CIeerly becouse he was himself uneasy about the unorthodox way in which
e ey

he had &actually ohtains* the leadership,

vith no reference to the 00nintef

whataoeveﬁ\Similarly the Paking Hietory mekes a pertial concession to
N 3

the facts of Taunyi by clmim

2ing ¥=20 was elected at "enlarged mesting” -

in order ta

give him g semblance of orthodoxy In fact the meeting wae

a eracialiy contrected one\@ig/had won the third round. 57_1;-«ﬂ~—

\\Ef:g°3o the communidta consol;duted their hold in Sh;nsi firat at  ”
Pao An, then after the 83

on iHC1u=nt in \nlan.But

Yoo still had one battll{_

to fignt that was neither againat the Jupanese nor the rs'.Cheﬁ\ 0=

§122-2321°e%§“PP?EF?31 in the party for ten Years,he had consistently

opposed mac’s _policy of peaﬂant'

s noviﬂt;"claiming that they wore }

‘ao's" defeat for ell”slogan
which stabted that the communists should only partioipate~1n

12797
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inapplicable to Chine(19),and in answer to v
inYenan]




'. thoée canpaigns aguinet the Japunase that would aid them

1n their own'
oampaign agains} tha notionnliats chqng offered his cm ajicuun of "victq

for all".aiming at a eincere .und concentrated United J

ront,with the go&l
L
1 of ltharalizin

;ﬁ. the KMT The tiwo proposals were debmsted at a conferenoa
: in. Lochusn in Ootoba: letdput sceording to Cnanp,ﬂao closed the meeting
i [

l ‘ ; when opinion t&rﬁ;7 agninet him.Early in(l 38{chang ves exuellpd from

tha party and many of his followers were killed (20 M 0 hed won the fourtv

Yi/h
argely
;pothesea strung along s line of aacertainable faot'

and final rnunu and was now uﬂdiaputed lender of the CQP, :

What Len "he said of theae ten yearﬂ°”he stery still remaine 1
a oollection of h

ﬂuﬁ%éb@ﬁagpx b } Fhue major source of much of Northte 1nfor

13 fron interviews w*th\aﬁajg Kuo-t'ao or from Il Ang'a book;

both highl?‘ﬁfagggg_;burces as. he himaelf adnita.other main aourna::are

-~either Chinase GOmmunist worka aunject to conSuant Tevision. and alterati

or "to Mao 8 ovmn biogranhy

in Snow which contains some definite liea nnd

atural]y untold distortiona\The account: in the Pekin

s

. simple glo ifioation of [Meo,who 2ppears as ¢

14 Hiato*y 13 R

LTI e
and whera bcth Ruasian influen"a and confusing factors are eimply

gnored.For this p,xiﬂg_ﬁhﬁzﬁ_éﬂ_gp mention of the Comintern,of Hang Mil
i Li—san.Chang Vuo--t!

20 or Po Ku,the =tory is’ eimple nnd ooherunt,andgﬂ
completely falseliao's own
—

T

but seems in

adtobizpraphy has passa sas of graat frankqﬁﬁe

gerersl to show ¥30's own desire to appesr orthodox,As for
T OTRodx

Snow's enthusionm Tor the communism nnd the versonalities he found in

Yenan,one can only say that natural sniipothy for the ¥W7 made him over i-
i B

senerons fhe history of these yucra,the orgonization of the soviets ang

indead thé{%anufﬂcture from asbove\or =oviets that Tr.taeky had

arainot in Problems of the Chinese Ravolution

rarned

ya8 well as the incidental

purses,lead one to zee the revolution during this period as impored {'rom

above by 2 very small elite,z

ather then ae the expression of a genuine

revolutionary snirit by the peasants and workers of Ching, 12798
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1. Laon Tmtaky.?roblems or the Chiness: Revolution..‘o'ihat is- happanimg in.
: - China? i’c.v~.9,.'i.929_,ﬂ "

, Pdgar Snow.Red star over China.(Hoderd ]’ﬂbrary ed) ped7l . ;
'Lecture -by- Karl 5?-"%1’0,:;&1 the theoretioal baais of ”arxinem.Apr.ll 11. .‘

4;. Snow ibid 99.174-5

L Ben:]amin -Schwarz.Chinese communism ond the riae of .‘:'lao -p.145 [/’
&.'S'now 1h1d u.lBO

-.(18 .Peking histom . 355-7{
1911‘01"51’1 ibid p0166 —
20. m.m o p 180




