February 27, 1951

. A _
‘. DeRr Gom. Spence,

:. It was good to got the regards you sent with Piek, and I'm
lobking forvard to seelng you soon. I hope we will have an hour
or ed;"alene" -~ gt least on the question of China, I have B
"ulterior motives" (at least I'm honest on the queetion), Serious-
%{ though, I &m moat anxious to invelve you in collaborating

_{h me on my new beok, a counterpart to ¥erxiem and Freedom,
only this time thos philosophic foundations for the struggles for
freedom ars rolated t¢ the underdeveloped countries,

You may romemter that both in the pamphlet on the Afro-Asian
revolutions and in my conversation with you I staied that the.
etate copltalist rosd in China misi be ocvudterposed to a truly
indapendent path toward industrislization, You must have guessed
+hdd I was wmoat envious of your specimlization ca China, It is
irmossibla -to know every field ia our age of epeclgilzatinon in &
nomprehensive way that a seribus Marxist stu dy demands, tut 1t
is even harder to meet with slleged specialiste who have any totel
‘wiew of their rield, much lees of Marxist rhilosorhy. That is
why 'you are so precious ‘and why, frankly, I was disappointed- not
to have heard from you elthough you had promised to write me after
you had finisghod reading my book, Dlok's greeilngs, which showad
you had not forgotten me, were therefore thirice welcome.

., Now to plunge directly into some Hegelian concepts which may
not ‘appear to you to have any dirgct relatlonshlp either to Marx
or'to Chinat (Just keap in mind that I bave seribbled in the name
Hao-Tea Tung next to the expresaions ™the noble tyve of ‘consciousness
weoreleted fo state power",upf next to "euch a“type is the haughty
vosgal and "the type of personelity which of 1fselfl renouncesa '
poszospglons and enjoyment, acts for the sake of the prevailing

pover?) i

"mhe noble type of consciousness, thon, finds lteell In the
Jjudgment rolated to stete power in the sense that thls power la
indeed mot o self a2a yet but at firet is universal substance, in
which, however thls fors of mind feels its own essentlal nature
to exist, 4o conmcious of its own purpose and absolute content,
By taking up m positive relatlon to thls substence, it assumes o
negativo sttiitude tovards its own special purpose, itg particular
content and indiviéual exlstence, end lets them dlonprear. This
type of mind is the herolem of service; the virtue which sacrifices
individunl being to tho universal and thereby bringrs this into
aexlgtence; the iype of voersonelity which of itoeld renouncés
possession and enjoyment, acta for the sake of the prevailing
“power, and in this way becomes & concrete roelity." (n. 526,

b

rhanomenology of Mind )

"auch o tyve iz the haughty Yessal; he is active In the in-
teropts of thr ptato-mower,,,This estrangement, ncuever, ta-rs
pluce in Lenguage, in vords alone, and languare assumca here iis
peculinr voleé...1t iz the power of uticrance gua utterance wileh,
upt in speaicing, performs what has to dbe parformcd...Speech hove
ever contaolng this orn in itg puritys it alone aweme oxprronng T,

I 1taelf,"  (p. 329) . y
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S S Venda Lype of spirltusl 1life 1s the absolute and universal
S0 sAnyerelon of veality and thought, their entire estrangemont the
© 1 one<Pvemiihe otherttit'ds.pure oultura. what is found out in .
< -this Bpharo lp that neither: the .conecrete realities, state power
*.. end wemlth, for the determinate .Cohoepticns, good and bad, nor
- thie poneolousnzss of good and bad (the consolouBness that is noble
end-the conseicusness that 15 baae) possesses real truth; 1t ip,
found: that all those moments are inverted and transmuted the one

into the other, and -each 1s the opposito of iiself.™ (p, 541)

o weBf you should consider these quotetlons as & manifestation
. ‘ofsthehighest allenation from reality, Permit me to say that it
. . is.Regel'cvanalysis of the perversion which must teake possession
. .efthe person .who.has fought for freadom when he Was part of &
o regkiworld, thet was alienvto him, only to £ind on the day after
. -wigtory that hie.own peraonaifity, by now becoming identified with
- theidew state pover, hag mnde.his philosophy more topsy-turvy .
a-ovorthrow. It is one of the

¥hin:the real world was hofore: its: .
seotlons in the Phenomenology of Mind to which; you mey recall
. fromithe early Marx aasgya‘wﬁiﬁﬁ appéared os an appendix to my
- book, . Marx refens when he states that the Hegelian method is '
. far superior to Hegel's consclous purposs and in fact many ideas,
vhigh:-remain: uncritical in Hegek, could become the basis, when

reaﬁ:matérgalisticgllyj'for'g_dévgs#ating aralysis of the state,

.7 "I happen to fesl very.strengly that Hegel had enticipated so

. many of . the probléems of our warld. because he hed lived in a time

of oprleie, which he called"the birth-time of history" and which
we _know as the French.Revolution and the Napoleonic empire that
fiollowed it, . The dialectic mathod which resulted from the mind of

- thls.genlua was the prorequisite for the Marxist philosophy of
¢lasa: struggle as a weanse of achleving that individual freedom
which would be the basis for the freedo m of all, The Narxiets
who failed {o_see anythlng but gibberish in Hegel and disregarded

* him In thelir "popularizations™ of Marx's works were, by no acoident,
et the head of the Internationsl which collapsed during Worid war .
Just as Lenin, to reconstitute his own sense of "masses as reason",
had to retufn to ¥arx's origin in Hegel, so we muct, to gragp the
true .ond driving force of Humanism not alone in Marx but 4in the
strugeles for freedom of our day, recapiure the philosophic pro=
funditles in Hegel, 3 do not krow whethsr you, like all of us
Anglo~-Sagons, euffer from inherent vpragmatiasm, but I do know that
you have the intellectual stamina and the youthful vigor that brings
ideas to 1lifs, and therefope pleass, please, please let me take
you on this "voyage of dlscovery" so that you can take me on the
voyage of preclme knowledge of the China of teday, and together

-we could make & gonuine contribution té6 the understanding of the
problams of our epoch with a viev to changing it,

Yours,




