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MAQ DER-TUND: BRTORY OF AN THVRSTICATION OF THr PRASANT MOVRMRNT IE HUNAK (Feb. 1527)

X. mm REVOLUTION
{ovenges of the Peasant Problsm. On & thirdy-two-day {Jen. Y-Feb, 5, 1927)

blpea 1on soar Af Z1vo Ralen (AiBtrlotn or sounties) of Hunan--Heisngtan, Hedang-
haisng, Eengshun, Liling, snd Changshaw-I iave sollected o considsrable body of ratsr=-
talms Dy lstening carefully to reports Eande by skl experiansed pessants and com~
redec in dhe pemsant movemsnt 2% informatory ueetizgs held both in county-seats

. and villages. Hany aspects of the peassant movemant diTectly contradici what we have
louraed from the gontry in Ennkow and Ohangsha. Some unique incidents buva neVer
beot aealk OF baurd of befors. Thess conditions, I think, prevail in other ypravincez

%00; thus various arguments against the peacant movement must ba contro7erted ..

1mmﬁ.1y oand ths erronsous decisions of $ha revolutionary regims {(i.e. the

cw&rmat; ie regerd to ths DeasaAn: MmOvement mmet ba quickly corrscted. : Oaly.

‘o8Bl the: reroluiion banefit in the future, The furtier davelopment of the pesesnt
_tiovenant 1a m'{remendous problem. Within a short $ime,{Bundreds of RIIIIOR2! of reas<
" antQ w1l riug in Ueatral, South, and North Obinma, vith 8o Iy & & hiFTicase; no
“powar, howeTer ‘strong, odn restrain them, They will break all tha nhwklen Ahat

bind them avd rush towards ;,md of libevetion, All imperielists, yarlords;’
M—%} !ént

Ve corr i oﬂ‘icuh. = yi1l ncet iheir doom at $he nande;of kho peseania.
. revo u*imrs pertied 'unrndg- wlll Ye jJudged by - them. Mo to Eﬁ.‘- ‘in front
or iand 1oad them oF riticize them bahind iheir backs or Zisht thgw from thg
%ﬁ__}gw_ Aﬂong thoud $hres alternstives e¥ery Ohingde CAnL OBOORe 1realy,- but
Purrons sitvation demends & quick decision. The followlag are thy resulte of
. By, Jtn.sp.cuon and wy opinicne are presented in detail for reference by ravolnuonuw

_cw-- Jpm—

Let's Ormni:! Tia Bunsnese peasant movament, as regards the wrll-organisgd
count in-gentrel and wouthsyn Hunan, can be dividad into two siages: the firat
- belng that of organization, from Jenuary to Sgptenter 1926, Within thie stage, Gheve
wan a gat?et period from January to Juns and an open pericd from July ic Septembar,
what the Yevoluticmary armies were sngaged in the Ousting of Chpo (Onmo Heng-hsd,
then governor of Eunan). In that siage, the total memvership of the Feasank
Ascociationg did not exceed 3J00P,000 or-UMEJDE: 100,000, and the mesmes wndar their
direct ocommand totelled Just & 1ittls over 1,000,000, There were faw instances of
confliot insida the villagas; hencs there was only a 1ittla criticicu Lrom the
different olcsses in this regard. Because members of the Paasant A ssociations aarved
(%as revolutionary army) &s guldee, scouts, and coolies, soma officers spokg even
favouradly of ‘them, The sacond, or revolutionary, stage lasted fram Dotober {1926)
$o Jenuary of this yeur. The mehbarship of the Pemsant Aasoclations Jusped wp to
2,000,000 snd the number of people under their dirsct command incroased to 10,000,000.
(men Joining & Pesannt Associaticn, the peasante usually put down ong name i‘or the
, vaole family; thua 2,000,000 members mpans 10,000,000 people.) About half of the
- gntire peaaantry in Hunan i{s_orgeuized., In such placen ans Halangtan, Helangheiang,
Liuyang, Chabgshs, Liling, Ninghsian, Pingkiang, Helangying, Hengshan, Hongyang,
Lolyang, Chenhaien, Anhws, eotc., almost ths entira possantry han basn incorporated
into the Pezsent Lssociations and take orders from them. After crganiging themselvos
cxtensively, the peasants began to teke s&ction. Thus, within four months, av wn-

'_Q precedontod egrarian :remlntion broke out.

“Doun viih ihe Villsge Bosses (8'u-heo) and Bad Gentry, ALL Power Bolongs fo_
50 the Pansan! Associaticas —L #ftor the peasants organized themselves, agkion euaved,
mator tarzete of %'5_1:' attack were the flu-hao, bad gentry, and {llegitimete’
landlords, &= well ac the old patriarchal idgology, corruption of city officials,
and undesiradble village customs. Thig attack was like & hurricans: oaly those could
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arvive ke bent to 1%s force. As A resuli, privileges of tha feudsl landlerd
closs, thousands of yeare old, were totally ewept away. Thelr prestige and
prerogatives vere altogetior abolished. After the overthroew of Sha gentry's
pever; the Pemsent Agsocistions Tecams the only orgens of power and ®gll pewer
t2 the Paecani Aseoclations® becans literally trus. ZEven such triflpe &8 Quarrsls
datueen marriad souples were referred to the Pessant Ascooistions for dedtlcaent.
Y%o prodlen could ba solved Andgpondantly of the Psasant A umsociation membership,
whoue aYery word passed for & comamnd, In the villages tho Peasant Associstions bo-
caus ‘the authority for evsrything (seeing to it that}, "whatever was preuiced, was
dane,” Outsiders could cosment only favourably, not critisally, ou the l’eqmt
Associations. Bad gentry, &'u-hao, and illsgltinmeds lords were deprived of
their right of fraw spesch; (sc) robody dared to valca obJussciions. Under tue . ‘
 Passant Assooiation ragime, the tov-layer $'u-hmo ané bad gentry fledt to Shangbail;
the sacond layer Zlod to Hankow; tha third dyer to Changshe, end the fourth layer
to the countjreeats (hei¢a oitles), while the emall fry ol the Zifth layer and
belov surrsndered to $hg Pamsant Amsocintions in the villages.
"I gsntFitisa ten dollnwa, 8o pleass let ms jJoin the Pessant Asecsiation,®
planded the mmall-fry bad gentry. ‘
“Hal Wao cares about yoar blgody money?? enswerad the pstesnta.

. Neny ziddle asd pmall landlords, 28 well as Tich and middle psasaunto wio
forneriy opposed tho Pemasnt Ascocistions, now befifjed for admiesion to thewm. I
Rt & nmder of thoke people in the places I visited, and they saldr "I bag the
comnilsaioner from the copital {Changsha) to endorse melf

[ U UF P

A% the timg of ths Nenchil dynnsty, when the population census was made, thers
wers dwo iEinds of cgasvs, one regular and another subsidiery. Decent peopls weTe.
ragisterad iy in ths regular genauc and bad elamanta auch.-as dandits, etc., were
ragistersd in the subsidiary census. At provent tha peasauts in goms localitiss hava

| thresienad ttoms who opvosed thg Péasant hssooiations with the remark: “You will '
“'be Fegistarad in-ths dubsidiary csnsusl® : -
" ?hosg who vare RIraid of being registered in the subsidipry census iriaed by
~wexrions means Yu gain admisaion intc the FPemsant Aasoolatione, not resting 411l
.thelr pames were locludyd in-the rosters. Ofven the Peasant Azasciations refused
catsgorically and threw them out; then they spent thelr days in suspenee, iike horg~
leas wendprerc, Such a condition 1e called PTo 1ing" (14t., a lone wanderer) 1n
the locul slazg. Thus, the wo=called "pescant soclety" tuat was despised by most
peopls Tour monthas ago hac tecome & thing of glory today. Those who kualt befors
the geutry now knasl before tha power of the veasants. Indisputably, the sitwaticn
bafore last October and that sfter i% helong to two {different) worlds.

I
e
~,

Yery Bad and Very Bood. The peasant revolt in the countyyside mwakened tha
gentzy fPom tasir pveet dramms., When the news reached the oities from the villages,
the wrban gendry protested tumnltuously., On first arriving in Changshs, I net
peuple 9f different backgrounds and haard a lot of goassip. TFrom the middle social
strata $o the KT right wing tho general comment was: "very had.® Fven acie
revolutionery {-minded) paople did not object to thim coument, especially when
thay used tholr imaglnstion & to the cenditlons 4n the countrysids. Soms pro-~
gre1olvy ¢lerentis only ramarksd mpologetically: "Though this 1s bad, 1% is in-
evitabla during the prosess of revolution.! All in all, nobedy entirely denied
the apitkst "bad." But oo poinrted out previously, 1t ie actually the rising up of
the bast peamant masses to cccomplish thalr historic mission} it 1s the rising
up of the democratis Forces in tha countryslde to overthrow.ths feudsl forces in
the villagas, which is the true gonl of the national rgvolution, Sun Yat-zen
‘devoted forty ysars to tke nationa). revolution; wiat ke wanted dut falled to
rchiave has bsen accomplished by the veasants in & fow months, he patriarchal,
faudsl tiu-hao and Bad gentry, together with tho 1llegitimate landlords, were
not oply the foundation of the dictatorial regims of the past saveral thovaand
yoars, (but also) the $oole of the imperialists, warlorde, end corrupt officials.
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g ﬂu nww-sh.-rma group, Dut what ars the facts? The pessmnts in the

. regorded in the subsidiiary census", t'u-hao and bad gentry yere fined, reguirad

BE dvellers sad 3he militury units rate only $hreg polnts, while ¢ho ramaining

Ti0LS the cowntryside, you will experisnce & satisfaciloa nevar relt Beforo) tans

_yevolutionary comrados should reslize thet the national reveluticzn rsguires &

f80%0rs-in 4kp accomplishment of the revolnticn. Every revolutionary comrads should
"uupport thﬁls  movement; othe'ruiua hs 1o againet the ravolvélon.

3=

This 43 & gZreat achievemeant tupracedentsd in ths past forty yesrs or ogveral
Shousezd yoara, This is "wery gcod"--nod in tha lesst 'bud.:/nné not at ull
fyavy i, m Yo glve-eradite whare they are dus, .if we #llot’ es points %0 i
$hs sccompiishnents of the domocratic ravo].nt:.m. tts achisvomants of the S

points vhould go o the peasents in their rural ravelution. The ccumen$
int rolto of the luzdlords and

Very bed? ge abrigusly pa. nt to sarve §

asping 'Y !. .
old f oAnl Ordgr & obs ba , ]
is o i.ou.u u-mwo ) [y . 0 raviluticuary comrede [
Topats such rhx_rf; : 5 3

“I2 yma are s peson 1rm revolutionexry idaology and

of $huusands of slaveuewthe padsanto--are sverihrowing their man-estlug asnesy.
Tha 3o%ion of tha peasants 1s entirely correcty their action is “very good{®
"Tory goed* 13 o slogen of the peasants snd othor revolutionsry groups. All

¥rawendcas chenge in the villages, The Revolution of 1911 d4¢ a0t echicve such a thange,
end fherofors 1t fulled: now there ie ench.a changs, and it is ong of tho major

Prn‘h n ct a ssae." Another group of people say: "Feasant Asscocistions
urgu ted, ﬁ thelr notions .are 400 excasuive.® This is the argument ot

villsges have inteed boen "disorderly." The power of the Feasant Associetions
Being suprema, the landlords have been prohibited from speaking vp snd their prestije
is wiped ouk., %This 1s like steppirg or ths landlord afier striking him down, Ths
phrase Ac coined, YALl Mandownars are tiu-hac and all gsutry are bed.' In uome
pluces {hose who ownad 1124y moa of land o7 morgwere aulcmableslly celled tlu-hw i
and Ahose who wore lorg gowas | were all brauded as bed gandry. Z%helr #"¥ames Delng :

40 meXe contributions, and had their pedan chairs smashed. |Sous psople forced
thgﬂ.r _wey nto the homes of $iu~hao and bad gentry who wers hostilg 30 tha )
Pebsent Agsogiatisn, and kilied ip_a‘mm__"l commondesred thelr grain. The

ivory beds of ths daughifern end daughters—in-iaw of Uhe tiu<hmo and bed gentry
waTo ¥toppad upon by the dirty faee% of the peneants. W}MLM?’:J.@
l%?_;gg_a.nggd_od down the straats, wenring tall papor hate (such az are worn :
¢¥{minnla ovte ko punichment). "Vile gentry! Now cofps our deyld Adtions wers | |
uAirgetrainsd; things wers %armed upslde down, and terror swept soms of the villages.
Thia 1s what soxg paople callad "sxcesses®, “golng to the other extreme" or

Tunspeakable,® Thie kind of comment aprears suverficdally corract, bu} actually it
is srrongous, ' .

Yiret, the above-mentioned incidents wera tha resuit of opnression by the
%'u-hao, bad gontry, and illegitizate landlords, who bore down on the peessnta
with thelr pcwar and mrivileges. Thuc (the psnsaants’)} tomultuous resistance is
only a rasction. Their resletancg i3 most intensive and disorderly vhare t'u-hseo
bod goentry and 1llegitiuete landlords heve wranked the worst damage. Thae peasanta!
ayez make no mlasiskan. ie bad snd. who_is not bad; who should be punished most
seveTrsly and vho should be p-'—Tnhed. ":I.ghtly: “the Dpensante jJudge this most clearly;
only very seldom &c thoy hend out undeserved vordicts, So even Mr. T'ang Meng-haimo
(Genersl Tlang Shepg-chkih, militorist supporter of the Wuhan government) once sald:
*When the paasants attacked the t'u-hao and bod gentry in tha villages, they wvers
Tight in nine out of ton casan.®

Secondly, ravolution iz not & dinner-party, noxr litsrary com-osiiion, nor i
nalnating, nor embroildering. It cannot be dong sc dellicately, sc lalsurely, w0 '
goatlescnly, and m "gently, lkindly, politely, plainly, and modastly" (quoted from
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the Analacty of Confucius). )__B.a"clution is insurrsotion, the violent action of

ORe CIA€S O¥vertirowing the power of enother. An agrarian ravolution is a revolution
e Ly the poaamtr}' to overthrow the power of the foudal lzndlord eless. I -
the peasanie 40 Rot GEply grest force, the power of the landlerds, consolidated over
shounands of ysare, omn naver bs uprootsd. Thare nust be = revelutionary tidal wavs
' 4d the countryside in order to modilize tens of thoumands of peasants and weld them
in%o this grant force, The axcessan decoribad above recult from the trsmsndouns
ravolutionery snthiuaiase. of the pensants, In the sacond (revolutionary) singe of the
Peasens mcvement, sush achs ars very nsnecsary. In this mspcond nboge, An absolute
Tot3nnG pover wuek Bs antadllaned, no criticisy of the Pussent Acsociations hcmld.
‘be allowedi the gentry's power just be tetally liquidatnd, the gentry Eiictked down,
even trod , wpon, All cEcesmas in the second.-atisge-have a revoluticnary significancs.
Iy fiae, QEL,U' s shonld ba %11 a stute of terror for a brisf peried; othorwiae,
amter-rovolut.omrhutmtru in-the-#il ot ba suppresuad, and the
Lentry's pover cannct be overthrown, To coxrect wronge ons must go to the OLiter

- extTamg,  thout which they canuot be rigiated. The srgument of thic gromp (sgained
pw.-..\mt Sgxcanses¥) apposrs superficlally different from that of ths former growp;

Bzt 6 reality 1t 1o based on ths sexe viewpoint, belng an argunent for the

uterecta of the privileget landlord class. This kind of argunent redards the

_ development of the Peaoant movemsnt and servon to sabotage the revolution. e
-canmay but Oppoae 111 ﬂ*nlr.

s et

”ﬂ. ,_ﬁumw 03' REFOLUTICH, l‘ha 4pti-tgu ‘movenent (1-0. the mavemt -of

mgl 'mdorlrn‘blea'-a-pamaru. gemblors, loafers, ed al.).

~ow The X3 rlght wing claima: RThe peasant mowemsnt is a p'i-tzu movemen
mmnt of peacrant loifors.' Thig argument vas widsly circuletsd in (Changeha, |

. Whent I vigite? $ha villagen, the gentry told me: "Pemcant Associaticns ara al‘.lri.ght.
Yud Wheir prevent lozdership iv mumcceptable and should bs replaced.” This comment
kag the suma mosning.ss dhet of the (KMF) right wing, namsly, thet the peasant mOVama b
15 all rizht {16 belng alroady in exintence, N0 one dares to aay otherwies); bub
that $he oreumaﬁ” 2" 0" the pahsant movement are not all right, enociallr thoas
in he lo\ur unlte, all of whom are 8llegedly pli-tru vho used to go arouvnd in wra-
ou¥ shoas, carry brolm\. mitrellas, wear hlue gownsg, and gambla. In brief, all those
vho ngad to be duspised and trodden dewn By the gentry, vho had no sccial standingg
snd wern doprived of thalr rizht to spe ok, are now raising their heads, They are
pof aaly raising their heads, but ars holding pover in their hands, Thay have
booome kings of they village Pessant Associations (the lowest units of the Peasant
Astociaticnn), whish they have turned into deadly weapons. They put thair musculr,
avnbonth handa on the hettds of tha gentry, Thay Bind the bad gentiy wiih ropen,
put tall papsr bats on them, and parade tham through ths villagns, Their crude
curseN £Te heard every dey by the geniry. They give orders to all, standing above
&11, whare praviounsly they stood bolow. Henca this 12 called "abnormsl ,®

Bevolutlonsry Yanguard or Revolution Haroas. An iseus or a.peresn can bg
viewed fzm %% oppocing ahgles) thug two uontmﬁc%ory arguments oan ba arrived
a8, "Very good" and Svary bad" is one exmmple; "pfi=tze® and "rsvolutionary vaa=-
guard® ig another, \ As recountad above, the pnnaantu have fulfillsd a long
unfulfilled revolutiSHiry mission, performing the iisjor taklk ix-the national revo-
lution, But is this revolutionory mission, this major revolutionary task, carried
out by all ths neacantry?! No. The peacantry is divided into three sub-classest
rich, middle, and poor peasante. Their conditions d{ffer, and sc do their concepts
regarding the revolution. During she first stogs, Tich pearants (those with cash
and grein eurpluses) picked up the news that (the Fatlonalist revolutionary army)
hed besan routed in Klangel, thot Chimng Eal-chek had bean wounded in the fool and
flown badk %o Kwengtung, thet Tochow hnd been reocuupied hy Wa Plel-fu, and that
the Peasant Associations would not last long nor would the Three People's Principles
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{3an-pin chu.l) expand, since they had Daver existed befora. VWhen mansgers of thg
viilage Peasant Auscolations imeny of them p'd«izu) approacked the vich paasantn
viih the nerberchip list, Guying: SPlease join%, soms of the rick.pearanis Teplled
blandlyr *Pemrant Asaocciation? I have lived and $illed the land here for many
decades but hqve Ravsr hesrd of any Peasant Ascooimtion; yet I a81ll eat my rice.:
I advisg you not to sturt such & thing." .#To hell with the Peasant Associution;
heads will #0ll and troubles flow," eneerad other rich pesszate. But bolleve it or
2o$, the Peastnt Alrooiatinm have lastsd sevoral monthe airsady and oven dared to
oppose the gentry, ‘Seme gentry ia the sdjncent distriots who refused to turn in
tholr opiwm pipes were arrested and pavadyd—ihrough_the villnggn by the Feasani
Acsoctations. Some big geniry in the oltien were aven killsd {nudh &u Yen Yung-
ohtju of Hefpngien o Tamg Chili~teze of linghniang). On the enniversary of the
Oatober evolublon, &t anvi-British rellles, mad at the genoral colebration of the
wviotory of &by Northern Tipedition (af 1926~P7), more than 10,000 peasante raissd
baameres of verloam sizes, cmidst voles and hoas, and porzdsd &n grast utrengbh,
Yhen ths Tich peansnts began to feal perturvsd. At the celetratlon ¢f the victory
of tha Forihern Zxpedition, they heard that Kivkiang kad fallaa, that Chisng Xai-
shgk hed not Yeen woundsd in tise foot, ond that Wn Plol-fu had firally baen defeated.
Alas Yha slogans *long liva the T™hrea Paople!s Frinciples®, *Long live the Psseant
Assoeiations”, and Fliong live ths pensantu® appeawad claarly on colourful handbdille.
- .. heng livo the psasante; 40 these Men cangtve that!® The rich poavants Wers
deeply &isturbed, The Peasaxt hesoointicn thus sesumed ah important role, Ita
,mexbers said to tha Tich peasanist FYour nemss will Ve registercd in the wabsidiagy
‘ cmunl' and In & month, .the mmb-rahip feo for new-comers will bs tan dollarei?

t Mai' uunh‘.conditcns ard thraats the rich peasents gradually began to Join thy.
. Poasant Asgociation. Home tha ambership fap of PAfty cents or ore dollar {ths
stipulated fes 1s ten cents), snd soms were Gdmiited only through the good officas of
a;dhird purty. Soms dio-hardu 24111 rafused to jJoin tha Peasant Augociations, .
When ik Yich peasante gnrel in the Peasant Associsilons, they usually put down thg
namp of & sixty— o seveniy=-yerr-old family patriarsh tecause they wers otill afrald
v of balng consoripted.. They did not work snthusiactically for the Peasmnt Associations,

- wven after joining, dut romainsd peseive. As %o She

ntddie pensants- (thuse haviig no surplus cash or grainm, nor debts, but barely maintaine
. ing m-l4ving), they adopted n wavering attitude, shinking that they would not

benwfit rmach from the reveluticn. They hed rTice in the pot and vere not distwbsd dy
© ergditors kmooking at thelr door et midnight. On the basis of "pracedsnt® shey
broodadt "¥ALll the Peasant Ansociations survive?" PAre the Three Poople's Frinsiples ,
going fio logt?* ‘fthair consolation wast "Probably noti® Thay hald that everything would -
De dacided by the wWill of Hoavgn, YOrganizing a Peasant Associztionw-yho knows :
whether -the will of Eouvan favowrs it or not?™ 1In the first stage, when meu Yers
of the Poxzsant Asrociatisn mgsiay entersd the hoursholds of the middle peasants with
tha Peasant Ascociation rostar and said: ¥*Plaase Joinl}® they answerasd ¥Do not rugh
mai® Only when ihs Psarant Aseociations becams vory pow~rful in the second stage
414 thes middle peazanis bagin to Join up. They are battor than rich Peasants as
Peasant Associction membrre, bhus rarely become activa, and retailn thelr wavering
attitude. Only one group in the coun rysids has fought hard and relentlessly from
the 7ery ntart: the poor passante. Oubt of the suorat stmge into the opan wtags, it
was $hay wbo fought, wvho organired, and why did tha revolutionsry work. They alomne
wers #he doadly engules of the t'u-hno and bad gentry, whone bnstions thay attacked
unracervedly. They alone wnre capabls of doing the deatructive work, They asked the
rich and mlddly pazasants: "We Jolned the Pearant Asnoclation long ago, vhy do you
. hasitete?? The rich and middile peasantn mnpwaTod sarcastically? "You have not a singlp
tils above you, nor & needle-nized (strip of) iand benrath you—-naturally you Joined
She Peasant Assgoiation!?’

I ip trus that the poor paasants have nothing to lose. They ars the outocaste or
seni-onicasts of the willage, and some of them are literally Hwithout a single tile
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aho'r. and without a st"ip ef land balou". ¥hy shouldn't they joln the Pemsant
Adscaiationl Acoading to an investigetiion medy ab Ghau.gnhd.. tha poor peasante
cozinhitutod sovendy por tent, the miidis meparats twenly por osnt, and th: =ich

- peasants ten pex cent (of the totol) peasaantry. The poor pessants can be furiher
chuiﬁml &2 ¥ory poor and poer, %he Very voore-iwenty out of the (total) eeventy
per centamgrs ontirsly vithout ccoupating, Raving heliber land nor capital; with
nothing to 1ive on, they have to mwx Bafomg soldders, 2r hirsd hands, or begeurs or
‘Dandita. The remsining fifty per cent conepitute the poor (poxsanta) who are
parkially without oscmpation, Tut who lave & little land or capital, though not
o%OWEh 90 nced tho’T oxpanicefs. Thur they sutfer all year lougwhandioszftemsn, &
Senznis. (exnept rish tcnants), And owner~tenants, (The percentags of poor peasants
52y ba lees 18 cfiher helen t.han (hangsha, but the diffsrence 1s elight.)

‘ M&mltituiinuu: sass of paor pensants is tho eore of tha Psasant Asscclations,
294 & tEZ cverthyowing of faudal forses. accomplishing the not-yet~
scaompXiEhsd - rsvolntianazr rission, Without ths pocr nesssat olaps (in tke words
of the gentry: withous the p'i-tsu), 26 rerolutionary conditbiiss would exiat ss ey
4y .now 1a Tursl areasy asd Tho $'v~hao and bad gankry oould ng¥ar s overthrowa $o-
‘Somplile iue domocratic revolution. Fhe poor peasants (aspecially the Very poor}).
. wererkd the laadership of the Pessant Assoclatiohs becauss iy weTe She mou$
" revelttionayy, Duwring the f1rst and second ntages {of the peasant movameni), the
ghadrman aud commitios membors in the luwest units of the Pensant Asscciations
- (¥illage. Feasant: Asgociations) were almost enbirely pcox poszants. (in the f;lllago
- Penssat Agaooinions .of Hengehan, fifty por cent of the cadres came fram the' Yory
;- ‘POOE: pesuant clas2, foriy per denb from the poar poumt ohsa, a.pd ien per cenl.
g :ggn,‘mu' educated elexends.) This leade ; 3 i
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revnl:utionu'y cowray im fruliless froo begimning to end. Qhe:r have cos$ the t‘t&-
- hag'.ond bed gemlry "foce,d They havs throwa the big And small tfu-hao end bad
b genw %o the ground and kave tramplod-on then, Many "excasses" of theirs d.ur.'m;
‘. the Favelutlonary perlod have been e revolt.tiomy nedesrlty. .

lone h:ien ma.gistra.uas, holen Perty hend.q'm-.rters. and the Peasunt Agsocintions
of gertain heien in Huaan have olrendy comnitted A number of errors. S0ms evel
© dispatohed soldlars to arrest the lover cadres of the Peasant Associntions ab the

requost of lendlords, In 4he vrisons of Hensshan and Hslanghmiang heien, many chaim
and coemittes manbars of the village Pemcent Associadions are imerisonsd, This
tﬁ‘ror is extromely greve. TUnintentionelly, it strensthens the position of the
reactionsriss, Hhe mers fact thet the 1llegitimate lendlords pejoiced and that ¢he
reactionnry atwoschsre thickened when the chairzmen and commibtns Eemhars of tho + R
village Pescant Assoclations vers arrestad is mufficient to expose ths mistaken nsture | B
{of 'the arrests), We chovld oppose mush anti-revolutionary slogans as "pii-tmm © 1
movenent® snd "lary prasant movement", whilg taking svecial care not to holp the
$'u-hao and bad zentry {evan 'nm!nﬁentionally) by nttncks on the leading clecs of
the poor psasmatn., Asg a watter of fact, though some of the voor peasant leaders hava
indeed Yeen Fgamblers withoud guinful occunetlon®, tho mujJority of them have uinee
relormed. They themsglvee ncw prohidit gambling and cleoan np bYandiitry, Uhera the
power of the Ppasant Aenoclations 1s strong, local gambling ia complately prohibited
and banditry disavwears. In some laocalliiien it is safe to0 laave articles unattended
on the roedsida snd doors unlocked at night, Ascording to (my) investigetion in
Horgshen, slghity~five per cant of tha poor peasant leaders are Now roformsd, able,
and Merdwerking people. Only fiftean per cent still raotein some of thelr bad habits.
These caa only bep called "a fow undenirable elemonts®, but ona should naver imitade
the slandsr of the ttu-hao and bud gentry by branding tham zg "pli-tzu', As regarde
thene "fyv undesirchle elzmante, Peasant Association discinling shonld be improved
b:' nass propaganda and '.lnd!.vidua.l treining among them, under the slogan

Sgtyengthen the disolpling of the Peacent Assoclationsi® Indiscriminate arrests by
soldlers, which cost the falth of thae poor vemsant clars and strangthen the position
of the t'u-hao and bad geudry, should definitely bs avoided. Tais point deserves the
utmost attention.




