gg gg ‘B whola ig- nhia 1y’ characterlzed bff;’;:;;oriciblvﬂ

§Ieaueran 7} of the proletigriat.:; —
" \

Tne eoonomic prera qu:aite 4or “the prsletarian revolut1on has already in
genaral achiey e highest point of: frui;;nn_jga+ can be reached under
capditalium.( hd!s ‘productive forces sta natel Already new invegtions
ane_improvema TraifSe the level material wealth, conj ural
orlses under. the we*ght of gocial crises af ect ing the whole capmtdiist
=ay tem welsh ‘over heavier déprivations and sufiering upon the mMmassBés.
;Growing unemployment, in its turn, deepers the Ffinancial erisis of tue
&atate and undermines the unstable ronetaxy systems. Domocratic reglnes,
aﬂ wall a8 asoist staLJer from one benkruptey to an ofier.

-Tna hourgeo;sie 1taelf sees no way outs In countries in which 1t ale
‘s beun iqgced to stake its lanst upon the card of i Paseismy it — .
. tgicloseﬂ‘eyes tbfard on econow1c und mllxtary c¢tatzophﬁg_)

'haf ca.pital'q trad:t:onal detleﬂ uru 1np a sta+e of aerp;cxluy'
e pa“alysim of . w1ll The wav Deal" A r’e:s*;z.te it" f1rst
; per-'

Iar frcnt politics in: E“ancc, opens ne uew exlt for
. International relations. vnresent no better :
ng teision of capitalist tension of oanztaxlst
rialist antagoniems reactu an 1mpasseat the helght of”
‘clashen and bldody local. disturbences. (Zthiopiw, doain, -

L ol : “1 o
efrslsg - HRERR o&aﬁgl aga é”‘&’%ﬁiﬁ“%foiﬂh%e}i%‘éaéﬁ%&iﬁy

asurahly Less canable of avertlng

adgwa: then of ‘the: eve of 1914.‘

’the ef ‘ect that hlstnrlcal condltlons have not vet "rlpened"

ct somewhat roufen-_w +GOL+‘& soeiall
iea riod at that, --- a cagtastrophe
of ia kln » The turn is now.to.th

ﬁ33§ chl Ply_to its revo ionary vanguar lhﬂ'ﬂiatorlcnl crisis of man-
nd’fggrsduced ta‘the“nrfs g of tdé"révolutlonarv lcadcrahln. i

THE PﬂOuETARIAT ARD ITb I&ADLRSHIP

The: economy, the state, the politics of the Bourgeoitie and its internatioml
elatlnns are cumpletely bllgated by the Goeisl crisis, cheracteristic:

'of & revolutionary stagc of society. Thé chief obstacle in the path

oy e s

{ trafisforming the pre-revolutionary into a revolutionery stuke’ is the

pnortuni d]character of the proletarlaﬁ::,,ﬁexﬁhin; +its petty-bouygeoisﬂ,, 7
HEY. efore the big bourgeocisie and ifs perfidious comnection with ;:ég;;

it even ts death agony.
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ountries the proletariut is wracked by deep diBEUf%e in millions, ‘
magpes:-move aguin-and again on the roads of revalutionary out ieggﬂ:r_”
.egoh time they are blocked by their own (Conesrvative Wroeratic) ° .

.

‘proleta iat has made series of-herbic-attempts'gince~April_

akerpﬁgﬁg?in itz handég nﬂ_sui?e tge_#ite oﬁisggi ;OUHisthxqr o

A tadohrDefocraton S telinists, Anarchis ,i i -s
| :ftg{écﬁed a8 a braia and’ therabhy prspared Frenco's triupph. ‘

qggﬁ* <

“lifn t wave o%-citpdcwn.atrikes, particulariy during June - .
T 1836 ravbaledthe wholghiosties eoadfness of the oroletariat to overthrow -
. .the capitalist oystem. However the leading organizations (Socinlists, -
- 8telinists, Syndicclists) under the label of the popular front succeeded
'1ﬁ;§§ﬂ&£ikihg and damgng ﬂﬂ# at least temporafikzwfhe revolutionary Ezream;
; i"?n""‘st‘fﬂ&'éﬁ"l}ld the amazing rapid growth\\

ance,khe:gréa

. X ———— X e

he unprecedented wave of git-
.of industrial unionise in the (US t .
pression of the instinctive strivinge of tne imerican workers %o rais

"themaelvea-to-the Jevel of the tasks imposed upon them by nistory. But -
hére too the leading politicul organizations, including the newly created G
CIO, dg;everything Qggggg;g_ggmgggywig_ghggghthe revolutionary pressure of _}

— : . T e -t

T e et .

‘ 12 N
(CI0) is the most indisputable ex- \\ T .

The definitive (Jaes the Comintern to the side of ihe bourgedis

asofder, its cyniech ‘evolutionary role throughovt tne werld, .

k@?ticularly_in Spainy France, the U5} and other "democraiicH countries; -
' supdlémentary difficulties .t oughnut the prole-. -2

# Revolution-thel eonciliatorys>—
%Ahe peoples: Tront doomS the- working class- to- imp
“Lto‘fascism. : : T . = T

1 o .
v

“.btggg,haﬁd.f fascism on the others. these ure ‘the -
the striggle againstxp:n;gtarianfretolutig
however, both these resources are’ sto
3 1e "-of“ capi under the sign of the Phrygian -
L JIBOCE RS under the sign of thne swastics in Gernany.fothing shoprt
whe overthrow of caritalini socioty can open thd road out. a

“the masses 1sg2§§$rm1neu Iirst ny the {ohjective con-

#

lecaying capitalism, second by the treachiyoug—m itics :
18 OLd workedMS) organizetions. Of these factors the first , of course,
“th -declslye-one; the laws of nistory are stronger than the burocratic
praratus. No matter hew the methode of Blum to the judjicial frame-ups
ofs:tglln - they will never succeed the revolutionary(éii?}of the pro;
Ggtariat. s time goes on their desperate. effomt po ho¥Eback tie wheel
_ p;si§%§;§;£ ”~-“:“. q ehmo?e“b%éarly tﬁ the masses that the crisisg . .
0 proletar Adea havin ecome risi ind?’ '3
-9an be resolved only By the Fouf%h Internatgogéi?}s'Of reng S(Eﬁ;turel‘

o [l
“THE MIHIHUM.PROGRAM"AND THE TRANSITIONAL PROGIAH . ) ’
The,st?ateglg tagk of the next period, o revolutionary period of Propa-
gande and agitation ¢ onsists in overcoming the contra-
dietion between_the it; iv . an¢ the immaturity
of the proletarlat a i 3 va ( fonfusionand the dicoppoint- ?
ment of the older geéneration; the (IRExieris he youggoer geﬁeration)

It is necessary to nhelp the musses T 1r Broecess of daply strugile to ’
gigd E;efbrldse ?et?een presigf:fzjands and the socialist Srkin

Lrogram for . revolution. This Bridze should ineclude w briag itional,
demands, sterming from today't conditinng ana toduys conngOSSn:ggngltlundl’
wide layarg of the working class and uwd unalterablg/leading to one con-
clusion; tune conquest. of power by the proletariat.
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Olasaical Social Democracy functioring in an epoch of progresaive aapi-
talism “divided its .program into 4wo parts independent of ‘am.other;
the minimum “prograin’ which 1imited iteelf 'to reforms within the frame-
vk of ‘bourgeois society; end the maximum program whichpromised: =
‘aubstitution for capitalism by~ pocialism, in'the indefinite future. Ca
' Between the minimum and maxymum Drograim. no bridge existed. And indeed-
'Sooial:Democrasy kag no "need 'for such.a ‘bridge since the word socialicm L
is used only for holjday apeechéfying. The. Comintexn has set.out . to. follow
the .path of Social Democracy in an epoch of decayin capitaliam- when ;

i “in general there ‘cam be mo discussion of systematic(social reforms and

: ~the raiving of the muoses living standards; whenleVevy rerious demmnd of

‘the ‘proletariat.and of the oY, petty-bourgeoisi nevitably renches beyond
the*limits of capitalieh property relations and.the bourgeois state.

. The ﬂii%iﬁé%? task of the Fourth Impternatio lies. ¥ not in reforming.
capi ailism put in its overthrow. The nﬁlzjica 'sim is conguest of power

by the proletariat for the purpese of eXpro.rMing the bourgeoisie. How-

ever the achievement. of this task is »nthinkable without the most con-

' pidered attention to. all, aven small and partial tsetics. 41l sections of
the vroletarias, all its layers, oprofessions and groups snould be drawn
into thu revolutionary. movement. The pﬁ?sent epoch is distinguished not
. for the fact that it frees the revoluticnar& ehty from dey to day work
but tecause it vermits’ thls work to be oa:ried on indissolubly linked with
+he ctua1 Tesks of thejk revoluulon.

The Fourth Internaflona¢ does not N discard the program of the old
“Mminimel® demunds’ o tire deg¥ee to vhich th eso# hove preserved the last .
gagt of their vital foreefulness. Indefatigibly,it defends the gocial
conquests and democratic rights of the workers. But it carries on this 'day:
.to‘ﬂay work 'within the framework of the correct actual, that is,: rﬂvolution-
o erﬂnective. Insofar ak the ocld - partlal eminiizum® demands of ‘the & .
ses ‘clash’ Wluh ‘the" dentruutlve and “degrading tondencies of :decadint
‘capitali 5.~ and’ this otours at Each step - tEP Fourth Internaticnal i
dvances 8 systam‘of\tranSLtional demands’, - the essciace . of whici .is' con-
d: int the fact ‘that ever more openly wnd decisively will they be
directed against the bassis: of the bourgeois regime. The old “minimum®
program is superseded by the transitional program, the task of whigh lies
4ini the syetematic mobllizutlon of the masses for the proletarian: ruvolutlon'

. EXCERPTu EROL T"“ FOUNDIEG CONHHRENCE ' MACTORY &ﬁﬁuITTEhb_PPEB,— 25

-During @ transitlon .1 epoch the workers movement does not have z aystematic
. and: wel;-hdlanced but a feverish gnd explosive claracters Hloguns us well
as.organized forms should be subord nated to tne indices of the movement...
On.guerd areinag the routine haﬁdlinb of 2 spiuction 08 againsy’a’ plague, Ny
the leadership should respond sensitively to the initiative of themasses. /
sit-down strikes, the latest vhenomens of this initiative, go beyond the -
limits of "mormal' canitalist procedure. Indenendéently of the demands cof

the strlkers, the temporary seizure of tite Tactories deanls a blow o the
‘1dfoldgy of capitalist ~¥iverty. ivery sit-dowmn strike poses in a practical
manﬁer the question of who is bos of the factory, the capitalist or the
worker. ‘

’e

If the sit-dovm strike raises the question episodically, the factory come
mittee glves it orgnnized expression. Xlected by all the factory employees,
the factory committee immediately gives a counterwzipnt to the will of

the administration. fo the reformist criticism of the bosses, of the
so-called "economic royalists”type like) Ford in centradistiaction to

the "good" democratic exploiters, we countervose the slogan of factory
committees as centers of ihe struggle against the first as welkl as against
the-g¥oond,’ Trade union buroccrats, in sccordance with thelr general con-
duct, will resist the creation of factory commitiees as _thev resist every
bold stepn taken aeckke zlong the road OIUQEE}lﬁZIHG the mas Jenq
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the widerl Viiisnmmink tha ‘ggeen of the vument, the aaaier will
: 0" break‘ the resistunce. Whwtre. the close 8 already been insti- -
tuted in"peaceful"times, the commltteai will formally’@?inciéﬁ)with the .-
nals rgen. of ‘the trade union, but will renew its perconel and widen its
“function, .The prime.significance of the committee however RLies, in the'
act ‘that it becomes the militant staff for such working class layera
as. the ‘trade union is: usuglly incapeble of moving into zetion., It is Jpre- .
alsely from..these: -3idre opbressed layers that the most self-sacrizaiclng

;oatt& iona of the’ revo]utlcn will come. -

! ) o ']397
Zb‘rom the moman+ that the r'ommittes makes its apuearance, s \.L
1737 iz established in the factory. By 1t3avary essonce it prasunta thae
ggigfi;ansltional state because it includes’ in iiself two irreconcilable -
ragieay the capitalist and the proleturiat. The fundsmental significance
of Faotory committaes_*s precisely oontained in the fact thuat tliey open
"the doors if not to'.s direct revolutionary, then to a pre-reVolutionury'

; d. - betuas cni_the bourgenis and G-proletari hattne
'10{;&11 off the factory committee 19x@.§£@yﬁiﬁ%$ﬁihc 1 im

aAply: attested to by the waves of 8itidowm strikes spreading ough

ssyeral” countriee. Hew waves of this type will be inevitable in- the near

Fatre. Iz 'is: necessarv to begin = cam ign for Factory committees in
~in ordeﬂ nop ‘tobe Fa.ught unayares ‘

B THY FOUNDING CONFEEENCE - THE PICIHT LIFE - DEFNCE GROUPS -
IL IA ~ T hRmING oF ThE ROLLTAhLAT - IP 27-29 _ -

-uerious warning from the nastes addressed not onlv
to £ gag%zatlon of the workers,: 1ncluding
219204 the ltalian workers seiusd the.
_ “thus signaling the: news of their"laauers"
.olut101. The “le?dﬁrs" nald no heed %o the signal

; scism as tne resnlm. O 'h“

[

: v"re a de01sive s+ep towva, ra such Beizures. The nresent ‘
sha pen -the cless struggle to an exireme poing and bring nearer‘;‘f
2 de oument But that dces not mean that the revolutionary” ’
OF .4 one stroke. Actually its. approach is signalized by
eries” of convulsiona. One of these is a wave of sit=-down.s ri
f. the sections of thHe Pourth International ig 4o he;p the”
1arian’ vanguard understane the general charecter and tempo of our
o fructify in time the strugsle of the messes with ever more
nd. mllltant '1nd orzani z')'l"! onal mepsurasn, - _

Thefsharnenlng of ‘the nroletariat's struggle means the sharpening of the
- meagures of counterattack on the part of capaital. New waves of sit-down
strikes oun call forth and undoubiedly will eall Forth resolute counter-
‘measures by the bourgcoisie. Preparatory work is already being done by
‘the. confidential staffs of the hig trusts. Woe to the revolutionary or-
ganizatlons, woe wo the sroletariat if it is causht unavarel

The bourgenisie is novhere satisfied with the official police ond Army.

In the US even durlnp peaceful times, the bourzeoisie mointains militarized
batallions of scabs and nrivetely ermed thuys in Tactories. To this must

be added the various groups of american ilasis., The Jrench bourgeolisie at
the first sien of donger nobilized lerwl and seni-lepal detachments of
Papeists, including sueh o8 wre in the “rMJ. LG sooner Joes the pressure

of the Znglish workers once more becolne stronger than immediately the
Fescist bands are doubled, trghled, 1ncrea=ed tenfold to come cut in =
bloody mareh azzinsi the srorkers. The bourgeoisie kecos itself mnst age-
quately informad ebout the fuct that intuhs wresent epoch the class struggle
irresistably tends to trunsform itself inte totml war. The cxamples of
ILtaly, Germany, Austria, Spzin,tond ctber countries taught considerably
more to the magnatesand lockeys of canital than the officia wl leaders

of the nroletariat.

12635]
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f the second and third internationals, as well as
~Jreds unions, consciousliy close theilr eyes to +the
cilvatelprmy; otherwise they could not vpreserve their
Lo twenty-four hours. The reformists systematecally

minds of the workers the notion that the sacredness.
A XY best puaranteed when the bourgeoisie is srmed to
the téeth and the workers are unermed. , oo

“v"The duty of the Pourth international is to nut an ena to such(é%iii%B)'
: ﬁpq;iﬁigs,ﬂonqe and - for all. The petty-bourgeois democrats - ine uding
.'Soclal "Democrats, ‘Stalinists, and Anarchists - yell louder against
~the struggle against Tasciem the eravenly they capitulate to it
., actually. Only armed workers detachments, who fuel the support of
tens of millions of toilers behund them cean successfully onrevail
“-against the fascist bands. The sirugple & apainst fascism coes. not
start in the Liberal's editorial officeé but in the factory « and ends
ende in the ‘streét. 3cabs and" privete gun men in fpctory wvlants
are:the vesic nlnclii of the fascist aray. This is our point of
- departure. In connection with every strike and strest demonstration,

it iz imperative to rropagate the necessity of creating workers gusrds

gelf . dofense. It is necessury. Yo write this slogan inio the rvo-
the trade unions. It is imwerative everywhsere
begirning with the youth groups, to organize groups for
pelf-defnse; to drill snd acquaint them with the use of arms. Anew . .
éggﬁuggé:of‘tha,maésjmpfpmbnt_wduld serve not only to increase the . - .
Zhne:number -of these units but also to'unite them acdording Lo ‘neighbor .
8y oitiesy regions, etc.lt is necessary to ghve an-organized ox--
sion:for-the v 1d haired. of the workers ¥mctier foward the .
5rand bands ‘of /gangsters and fascists. It is necessary to ad- =
e 8loganto Xers:militis as the cne seriuus’ guarantes. s
ri0lablity “of ‘workers orgenizations, meetings, and the

Yl - oo

systens Jpersistent, dand indefatigable,
15??& ionel work, always on’ths basis ..
'Ees themselves, it is puses : -
55 b

ol taction
' “to'raise the ™
MeEeontid ‘# exploited and oppressed, to compromife fascism
Hny a.of the petty-bourgeois arnd vave the road to.conguest. of.
"b¥."the proletoriat. _ o ’ ' g

% __.iigels. ;dfefi'ne&: %E._?a.ﬁe—a&.hoﬂig_s,aﬂ'armed men" ) The _f ‘the
proletariat is #m 18 an imperative concomtTtan element 0 1ts struggle
for liYeration. When tho proletariat wills it,-it will find tne road ,

\and meAns to arming. In this field, also, the legderahip falls
uatuzdlly to the sections 6f the Fourth International. :




