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lk L e The Evoluticn of the Politlcal zttitudes
;Y f ‘ _ _ of Leon Trotaky in his Later Yaars

Lecture delivered for the Russlan Circle, Universit.y or Cnicaso.
- 4/30/59, by Raye Dunayevskaya.

|%n. ;j.nt of daparture tcnight, the developmernt of ‘o
divides 1tself into three main tatasories.ﬁgacauae of
the hevoism of the mold of the forzer Comiasar of War, the
rAgora .of exlle when Stalin wan the struggle for powaer, snd the
t_basedy of Trotaky's murder at the hands of a GPU Amsassia,
aco that hap been written sbout Trotsky's later yoars has a
subjaztive slr about 1t. Hig last years seen 10 have provided
a flold day for ps ological approaches ¥ oven on the part of
.. pelitical anelyst ¥y8 novel hag bagn published
. ;_whicn imputes to Trots ghange in politlcal ocutloock wh:lch
he vas unwillihg to admit, ,iny__n_asml,
b3 pO_Ini_a_.on_b.m

Y B - . %’Jﬁ“‘ .
‘Trotaky at no tima let the subjectiv adior At .
‘analysis of a situstion, whether he was a credtor of that. :
'1tuation oy cnly its vietimI} Quite the contrary. I x, remembor
e incldent during the Mosc¢ow Trials, when all the "General Staff®
of tha Rev@lution was killed off by Btalin, and Trot, . Rimgalfl Loasy
niade YO appear s gullty of the most hgincus grimas,. (AThe. Russian IR
‘“.bureaucrac:y 2ad o the atate pover,-Lublanks snd™ali,tthe-mMoney,
the briutality, the totsl dilsregerd for history and, most of all,
:gg tipe-~a whole decad; and mgretof t%lwe-(,—in which to rabricat.a .
g greateat frame- n all higtory. ”’% L] feams 13 _
% ’w -u?g—'_(/f At rs vadp e HAAe ¢, "i’ f;:;‘%w wr Ny Aphan
:ma Mexican ‘press would hold open two columns of space fof fo e f«"‘ f
Troteky to answer thq tharges. Ho had only a couple of hours' Hra% 7
in which to do thig. Y He never knew what the accusatlom would Y
" ‘be\l¥tiat the year he was alleged tO have dcne this or that. \
* Moreover, the Trials d gome at a time of the sreateag pearsonal
grief in the Troteky for the 1ong arm of the GOy
had remched out to k117 the only 1iving am of Trotsky, Leon. ,
Godokf. It was a predetermined, insidiously planned feat of g ,
magter intriguant, calculated to give Trotsky the blow that -
hoped waild remder him incapable of sngwaring the accusagtions
agalnet himself, that they knew would come in two short weeks.

Indeed, the death of Leon sedc?ﬂ: inflicted the deepest wound,
and in the moat vulnorable spot. Leon Davidovich and Natal 1a.
Ivanovng locked themselves intec thelr room aind would see no cna,

For s whole weel they did not ccme out of thelr room,and only
one person was permitted in--the one who brougat the® the mail,
and food, of which they partook litile.

These were digmal daye for the whole hiougehold. We did not
ses either L.D, or Natslla. We di1d not know how they fared ,and
feared the congequences of the tragedy upon them.

Wo moved typewrlters, the telephone, and even door bells to the
guard houme, out of sound of their room, Thelr part of the
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‘hOuaa becama deathly qulet. There was an oppressive aly, as -
if the whole mountain chain of Mexico were preasine; down upon
th’.ﬂ hgﬂﬂeo
< Ve
The Blow was the harder ndcaly becatsa LGOEW had been
thelr only vomaining living chyld, but also bebs se) he had besn
Trotasky's closest iiterary and politiocal collaborator. When
Trotsky .was interned in Norway, gagged, wnable to sngwer the
nagatrous charges Levolled agalngt Lilm in the Fipat Mogeow
Triais (Auguet 2936), BedoRf had penned Idvre » which ,
by briiliantly exposing the Moscow falaifisrs, dealt an
1rruparabla blow to the prestige of the GPU,

In thsa dark days after the traglic aews had reached us, when L.D,
and’ alalig Ivgnowrna were clogeted in their poom, Trotsky wrote
the story of thelr som's brief 1lifs. It was the firat time
aincn pro—revcluticuary days that Trotsky had written by hand.

m th«- ‘eighth day, Léon Trotsky amerged frow his room, ‘I waa

- vrpetrified at the sighi of him. The neat, metisulcus Leon

© - Trotaky had ot daved for a whols week. ‘His fave was. deeply ;
'nnoa " His eyes ware. swollen fran too much orying. _ &f

'withcmt uttarins a- word. he handed me the handwritten manuscript, Ws

Lg%i‘ Eﬁgg. E " Fiphter ¢h oomitegined some of
i 8 MOH oian rit!ns- \\ e

B tage ¥asAs "I bord Matalia of the desth of oup some- ii ,
i 'khe same month of ?ebrus.ry in which 32 years ago, she brought;
‘1 tome in Jail the news of his birth. fThus cnded £or us the day 7

. of February 16, the blackéddt day in our perscnal 1ives....

v Together wih our boy haps dled everything tnat sti‘.l.l remalned
_young ‘within us...."

Bui even this great sri& 4d not dim '1rot.sky a.rdor for the

raVOlutionury causa, pampll.et was dedica.ted "to the

:pro.wtnr:l.sn onth.? e GFU counted on this blow to disgble
ted cn th {-ons man,

The ng morning, 't.b.e morning paperas carrled the announcement
of the Third Moacow 'J.‘r:lala {Mareh 1938},

Trotuky labored late Into the night., One day he was up at 7
A.T. and wrdte until midnight., The next day, he arose at 8 a.m.,
and worked atraight through to 3 a.m, the ilowing norning. ’
the last day of that week he did not go to sleep untll five in
the moming. He drove Lilmself harder than any of his staff.

Leon Trotsky mer wrote an average of 2000 worda a day. He

gave stataments to the NANA, the UP, the AP, Havas Agency,
France, the Londeon Dglly ExXpregg, and te the Mexican newspapers.
Hio doeolgrations were also lgsued in the Russlan and German
lancuages. —

L
The material was dlictated in Russian. Whil“\fhra.nacribed the
dictation, the other secreatriez checked ervery date, name, and
place mentioned at the trisla. Trotaky demanded meticulous
objéctive research work for the accusers hiyd. to be turred into

the accused. : 1 621.
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‘g; unused to subfectiviam WS Thls revolutionary that/he

dennly- incensad when the .rearera orinted "rumors™ that 3talin

4 had et no time besn a revolutiocilat but hud 'alwavs beer an agént of the'

o Tser and was now merely wreakine vengzeunce,

| . . - - T ~ : : :
“hen I brought L.D. the newspapef 4 that carrled this exovlanstion
of. the blcod purge,_hg exclalma, "Sut Stulin was a revolutionistxﬂ

‘ﬂwﬁht.a‘moment,“‘he‘cailad to me as I was Iveving the roam,
"“W681};gg§¢g,pqs§cript to today's articla."

tﬁaﬂﬁictated: "The news has boen wldely spread through the Tress 3
17to:the'effect-thet_Stalin suppesedly was an agent-rrovacataur during". =
Tsarist days, and that he 1s now avenging himself upon his old enemies’
I'plees ‘vo trust whatsocever in this gossin. Prom his wyouth Stalin .

28 a revolutionist. A1l the Tacts about his 1ife bear witness to this-
To reconstruct hLia tlograph™y ex wost facto maans to ape the nregsent -

: who! rom-a revolutionifffﬁacame the leader of the o
Y; butaucracy." ¥ / _ -

Yy 'thégnéwey_commisslon had -brought in the .wevdict of not.
¥;and:a oress.confergnce was culled, Trotsky was asked: "Do ‘
fatto coneclusions in regards to”scciulism[flow,fr@m the

‘a%ﬁuﬁd the veydict of the Sommigsien 92N
ﬂkyfﬁeﬁliéd:- "No. I do not see:ény haslg fcﬁ'beaslmiSm.' fE‘is. :
92y to take history ag it Is.. Humanltw maves forwerd as did some ;'
lms:  two steps ahead, one steo back. Durlng the blwe or the‘backwg:
ement;. all seems logt toskeptics .ngd rassimlsts., Dus this 1s,an- "
rror:of "nistorical -vision. liothlng '« lost. Humuntty has developed. -
om the apa to the Comintern. It will advance [rom the Comintern
#q actual soclalism. The Judgment of the Commligsion deﬁbmstrates
'once -riore that the correct ldea 13 strorger Fhan fhe most rowerful
. police fores, In this conviction 1les thﬂ.nnuhu%ﬁhlc bBasis ol -
;*a“c*ﬁtion&by,bptimlsm.";3
S
t

- ’ 4 . } . L
A Gbtinism, nq%’é g.than subje iﬁ& heyever, s ut the roct of
: attitudes. - T shieor ey glnsbrhicul remise for 1t, which is”,
1

. deelsive. To thig and 3 to —Lenin and 'Protsky.‘% g%
. T lpins b oot ficey n,” eotetseiams %« a2
- The hussian Revelutidn of 1917 s -5} —
+ ¥ o

e—eid--bire—n Tt —tivewavodutl o

. 4 the Gréuti Hévideﬂ &éﬁffw#§kﬁm%~past-d‘2?1£ﬁ

Ruesly snd of -bhe-y P-id,68-well uz- LR e‘Eﬁéorie§”3?“»q33tan_and -

“orld “upxism .- : DA, "://‘ Ry e
w_ 7 .

[ et T —_— e ——— e

et

The two men -Lentﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ'WFﬁﬁgnglmbﬁ”ﬁbﬁe a% the hoed of thig ravolution
had mre-sred Verm Plo-v=tY¥ T manki degtine tla dav not hecauge

vhere ‘was uany Lundemantu) diflarance “atwan: A% I’ clvtiqnarias  but
becanse Lhavr weprs PUﬂdamentally AT rrant, ﬁiﬁéﬁggﬁﬁegﬁﬁﬁer o ng,:hej
free of P that snams w reverston of Pacts slrce,'hs FF!nkers, they

wel'a hot» lurxta-s, whereas gg revolationartes thay esch belongad to

a differe & rartv,MIeon Irotsky was, Cirst, & Menshevik ond then
belonged to nel ' har Bedencr within the dusdlar Yurxlst movement, ung
Mnelly, July 1717, Jclnen the Zolsheviks, 2pir, MW on  the obher
kand, was the theorsticiun, oraunizor sand founder of Pedsheviam from
its ortetns In 1802-03 unt il =is dearsh tn 1924, Des~ito &1l thaot--

anda taradoxiesl uz 1t ReT soumd--Lanln  wys the =ove flexible. and
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Trotakv ti e more intransigeant nﬂe once the iussian
succeedeﬁ and the. rarty and statTe/ bDecame svnﬂnwmnu-q.
R —_—
lalecile lozlc taxes its ovwn tel uno tbeor-r_J oripinal tHeor%w},
18 s0 herd a tag p= Ty tv @ as—-mll-as
" philosophy _as fhl ‘GFQ lf,, that no b 1'tant ~rorriostication
’:;gfaubstit ée,fﬁp—wha*-ﬂegel -ealled "thg(fthz,‘snriousnesw, ratlence

suffering Ri the neﬁﬁﬁlﬁg;ﬂ.'m L —m \\\*_ e —

l

“-\(T “Palte Trotsky's theory of "the vermanent revolution.” 3reiv no

more brdlliant moguostication hua ever besn mede of an historle even
_%hen no Ferxist, 1ot glone other theoreticlans, rrofected for Tsarigt
Rusqta anything but a "bouraaots democretic rpvolution“ ‘Trotsky - —
&t the time he was a you ng man of 26,and alrsady the haad of the 3t.
Potersburg. Sovliet = of 15054 “elatorates a thecrv. whlch stabed thet the'
‘evolution in Russia would continue "in permanencel’) that is, go ovqﬁ‘
Ironi he bourgeois te the proletarian or Soclallst stage. |
o Hhwgad, T '”“f? iaatuEiia

; e o I
sweeninn,éi(tement J*hﬁﬂjﬂlnboratea¥in 3 articlas lb ﬁ:uﬁ
e years 193 06—-rem d 1lke a bolt out: of the blue,Ywith n

tqeo

S ity e e

8 rerlod of 1° to.the 191% Revo~

ind evender™t ‘nolitical tendancr, grounjng,or rerty. On the con~

]

retilc foundat on for the davelbpme f

Jhe considarad himgels "shove" a1 Tactions of the Russihn boc‘ala,

, AT St Miué A»/ iy K n/ée/ba
tld War I and the colla gse of the Second Inte rnation/81, had nét -

1l d fortﬁn in him a re-examination cf the foundutions of establiahed
rxism. Of courde,all revolutionarvy x mepxists shouted ;"Betravers”
Lat the Gerwan bocial Democrscy that had voted wad'cred'ts to the Kalser.
ut kh:axnnxn there t her stopreﬁ. R

1one was dissatlsfied not me"e]" uit the betruvers, but with
h nselfl. Lenin =lone nroocedeﬂ to entlvse the betraval no* Foniv as
zolnt of departure in asction, but in th=push't.

- 'ﬁ‘“racy, ‘& trying be brin about bhe “unity f ds v iam g
] shevlsni:F .cufz-d,\f;i'l'w Zf #E M“"‘? ,;&- M ;4
d

Since Marxlsm is not & domma, but a mythod of thought and enalvsis, each
-generation of Marxists must Intervret Wapxism Jor itsellf, cConfronked

| with the apvearance of counter-revnlutiy Nttu\the ravolutlonary

. movement, lenin wuas driven to search ol od rhilosorh7 that would recon-
stltute his.- amp reason.

L&l Lo

Innin q\a*titude was & dual one: 1) whv 41d theyx Letray? und 2) what
WaS iene’ wideew {n their thiniing and m.ne, that [ did-not loresee the
betravel? ' For a T-¢=-vt‘r1=:1;Lrun:a‘---.r Lo udmit that the contradlction ls in
onesell teY%es some deer digplng] Inniw dld not ‘Jlnch-

"None of the Merxiats," wrote Lanin In his Thiloﬁorhiﬂ Netebooks,

L R

and the emnchsls of the plural 18 hig, "for {Fe rost RELT cen tury have )

understood Marxli" :ince it wus "Imrossible to prasn CATITM ML .ee.e I -ou
‘huve not studlad-through the whnb of “awelts LLGIC.

Pib rgrred1n~ of YWegelts Rience of Lozle formed the arest LUivide In
“zrxism, not onlv betwsen betravers and lovelists, hur batween Heael!nn
Harxlsm wnd anv one who did not fully eruy the diuliectic For then

IL623
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the*r cannot, seid Lenin, de "fully Lurxist." He zald this in nis' @
ILL of no les$ a terson than a leading Bolshevik theoreticlan--Likolal
Bukh nin. : ’ :

Philoamhie Notsbooks (LT M tﬂ‘-m‘ala.had....&w

WXL Se=ftepaudi®) show how comnletelr he “eorq-unl::aa his comc ep-
lon' of thie relaticnship between the economic forcaa,_ipd the human forces,
"the reletionsClp between sclences ‘and lLiumen activity ____]"Intellie-ent
idealiam," he W""O‘Leﬁ ‘18 narer' to intsll! zent materlul i;gm thun is S __,
stu id materialism . . : yu.' gﬂfi’
pld; L 28t 7

'2'1.9—& dlalectic rrind p'_le that became the basis o{‘ all "1is enalva@s

in that reriod w "transformation ints orzosite."/ Juat as *rse compa-

tit‘.ion had beccre tra.nsfor-ned irnto 1its omn: osite--mouor\olv--sc, a statum
This ¥23 At bhe

oot of- t}'e betr‘uvul unr‘ now [v’arxists must g0 "J.r.eper- and iawer" in the -

rolatariau ard r‘,c:'e {iné "rew vaszions and new forces" for the

r construct‘!‘on of anclety ¢n new beginnings., -—-’-‘"\\

: i
gction in 191:;T"otskv beceme reunited with Lenin. Trouakv ey
de: an uck philosorhice prepsaration, to mest destinv in tHe Ruﬂdi
L gggr did he do it whon, shortly ufter Lenin's: death, the,
gt1 ggle batw Bl Stelin and himsell ended “In tha victory .of Stalln.
this mathed) 1gysy he could not fathom the gy phenomenon cf
je workers' state: belng bLrunasformed inte. Lts orﬁszte--a stet
,;t 1iBtwaaciatyﬁf_ﬁ__“;_____“_n_;’h ?gﬁ/' ._mgg\;
denied the fact. {fe denlsd the theory. Fe denled thalAforid reality
of the movement Sermm Crom monono’v to state cinitellian he strucgle i
Tagainst Stalinism had the. ailr of self- -del'enss, however, ndt because  “'\E
he was sublective, but-tecause, diec Ivelw, he say, nothlnn fundamentally i+
new in world capitalist devalorment £2 Norhihbﬁhaﬁ“cbangec 310 the decadg
of 1914-1924--excapt the 1eadership. 3tallh was the'organizer of 3
des eats“--an& helgg;}d oraunize vicforina--if tho ﬂrolecaviat followed h .
———— rl}l-u.,\‘ .’lv "'
is not ",ant“yarcast‘callv ne rertulnlv was a ’eaﬁqr of tne only '
“victorious rroletaflan revolution In histerv. “mether as Chalmmun of
‘the Killtary R.volublonurs Committee,which had plavned t g, actual
insurrection, tuiiddér of a Red Arm= ,out of -raw c+v+1ban\rpc?JLts,tnut
| oekcbhedans withstoor all countermaravolutlionuary attactks frem Taarist
g8riarals end other oref ess*onaJa, Commiszur eof Yur or Forelen Minlaer,
histery wlll net denv m _his victor e3. . STz e "
e o . '.L‘MJ. Yfr (e .-__‘L"“"-—-\_

_. I8
S S

L =
‘ (25'?;;‘t“ .t tsQ;:E)tne mar“ of & ﬁnrx1q+ f-«orpt!cian w“rse “hileogsnrkic

rerereative T rts She course of actiusnl 1ia*nrzc 3 deyealo-mant on the

basts of the most ~rofeund u-al-ils or whet fad h Thettwo roles of this g
52'

ithe re w stege of copitalist develo-ment wwich ree owith bt & new o

" STWOTRATE TevaTt Wl‘&( the s'cc‘ilcuthn ef "‘tg_,.,.,tra"u in
the oO‘uI“tion'ar the t ravalotiorury Torey Lenin for Als da" sra i
fied th’ @ one &s mono=cly cu. ltnlfs*, and tivo nthnw us Lhe deever

lower strata of the crdk:“uWinu bra nor amasntry.

T A DS g

T:otggg, coqfvontad wltk the rrrsoren rﬂenomﬂnﬂn ﬁﬂuytLTIA*_m
oblective roots for this Ip '0uucbion. ", nim, the ororarty
forms"-{ail Timitad by new te srutlflescion, “r uhn 2577 sroduction
cenferances had cone, nné 52en the trude unlehs femaelves were lncorroraud:°
In the stet ?}-ﬁe"u Nhut muade Stalintst inzola thicld:e u3 a workers stat E!_
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“though degeneratd¥,} und the features of the bureuscracy.npureiv - el
1limized to a "policemen" saritogatlng tc. himself a zraster aliere of wealth as
“a'result of hia Mdistributive function.’g Since he aaw no ¢lusg distinetion

involved in his siruzgle glth Stalinism, the shtricrle was ol necessity
reduced Lo the questlon :ﬁﬁkadershl_p,‘ , o EO T e b lﬂ. y :

W YL, e J\\ar..-.tg.u'.,ﬁﬁlﬁﬂ.i,\ﬁi-h@}?f e es, Lead r?‘*-..f-.'.:u ¢ b degw o, s e i .

ﬁ_"In Trobsky's DIARY Tor the vemr 1935 winleh has justt’bleu.n }:uhlis?'r:d, ou !
" will find the Collowins quotation: ol
Y_L&.I".".e'x-'hls'{R&kdvsky‘s) canitrlation there 18 nobody left...and still I
i think that the werk in whieh I v engeged ln now,desrlba #® its

insufriclent and fragmentarv natwe, iz the most imnortant worls in my
JlTe.. More imroriant then that of 1017, _hiore Important than the period
" of* thie Civil War, or anv other 1 Yy bt - '

Li'lnr the seke of clatty L would ~ubk 1t thls wav: iiiad I snt been rcresent-

©An’1917 in St. Fetsrshurg, the Cetober Revoluti ouldghave taken place’
on-the :condition thet Lanin was mresent and in command., ' The sams can
¥.9nd. lavpe, be said of the civil was® rarlod....Thus I .cannok s'paak"o% .

e 1sr L11ity of my work av "ﬁ?‘jﬁ}u the neriod i'%'r m, 11772 b

%){f‘,j‘myxwor‘k 1s indispensable in the full sense of the word...There ' -
‘8. no arrogance in :thls claim at all.. The collapse: of tns two ternation
has;posed " a problem which none ¢cfthe lekders © nternationals s -
1 6quipved to solve. The fiicizsitudes of my rat-e ha‘éi!a%'a"ﬂ ne ,

pertent experience in dealing wIFh 1t There 18 how' 1.0 'one  excent -
: Carry -out the mission of araing a new gereration over the heads of ’
the .2nd and ‘3rd Internetionals. "I need at least five vears of

\\uninterrusted work tc Lnsure th&, sueeeasion.' &

¥ ONLY TROPSKY MAD DHVELGFEL A, TRZCRY THAT Kissur W} HR CHALLENGE
HE . TIMES, TySN [F THE CADRS: DTDN(TI§ : W

uestion ‘thut STrotaky nimoelfl scncidomEp-tig” Keysbong™ go -aii~ =~
i H

Phers--the class nature of the Soviet Unlon ° e conzldered it a -
rkerf;‘l"state no matter how the workers fured jn this -3tate, ne matkter
whether the X adershlp wus a burezucracy with "Cdlh 3talin"--his phrase--
t"its head or not; whethan foreign “oliev envlsaped a HizZtler mact nr cther-
wive; and even If the, Moscow Frameur Triwsls killeg off the "Geneval’ Staff of
the Revolutlon ." Asldev dving, the Kcritage he left his cudre--the '
 Fourth Internatlon:.l--was <till "Defense of bhe “ovliet Union,"
. - v L .
hut methodelogv of thoght led WR-to such‘%mé‘hafgw‘? I!er\%}?ta own
wci'&s yfrom "“ii‘ﬂhq_fi_;fygl)it.i.pn Eetra"red"5'.,.]'(".—.'.4'7-‘49) : !

Stote to occur ir nistory wus achieved by the praletariat «ith the method .
of soclal revolution ‘:.-nd not by ecarltalists st Lhe m%gho ol trustii‘lcu.-f:" :

- /{.ﬂ 0
;E;ni had fought hard against treansforming the resligw- * Lhe workepnsh:
%#58’-‘(@42@ lts burealcrutic defsrrations W.%%&Wé’ml%%}

‘In the trade union dlsnute with &% Trotsky, in IQEIﬁHh: warned that the
state was trgnsitionel "eithar to o cialism or to & return fbackwards to
carltalism.' X Bt rotsloy, gociatewgm- Jiorld  War I1I;the flact that state
vroverty hud - ¥ Hrceared &3 workers' 3fate prorepty was sufflclerk

finen the New ‘Qconomic Felley continued ancce after Lenin's o
‘warn ageinst a restoration of crrithlism & on the insté?lﬁea%t?j:ﬁ;ﬁ gv.’;?‘:
) ) )

2

L] B '
.. . . . N [ S AL Nt
e kﬁijne Tirst concocntratlon of the—wans ci ~rodudtion In the hands of the




'%the m*n uta national planning was instituted jhe went back to transformjngi
“‘ atatified poopsrty into & fetlsh B .

f The tﬁeoretical axis of Marx's ¢eatest wark’, Cl’ITﬁIﬁ/is the desrotlce
" plan of- gevital vs. the cooperhtion of frselv assoccipted labor. He state
- that ﬂﬂpfa"baa*s s vlan 13, in ectuality, the avthority of the ﬂanitalgs
‘g préedisted thet 1L the law, nf metlon of car italism--the concentration,
and. centrali;atiun of ca¥1 ‘w on unhsmrered, it wonlé end in the’
eantralizetion of caritsl in Fie hands cf aisinzgle caritalisb or curitalist
‘corpOﬂL ion wlthout,in any was ,chunzing the pancral abao’ute law of the
- unamployed army and the collat se of ceciteliom. He did r-t live to see
“Hugsilen stof & ssnitallsm with its ublculteous state, f‘m*c:et:.‘ labor camps,
aecret police, terer of the mind and todw, iin A word-~totszlitarianlsm.
But he would ha had no dAifficulty in reﬂomn:yinq Jt 3 the ultimate
qvelbnmert 01 canltalism, f“nw free comvet’ br$% thra ﬁomowolv to stata.

od*ctad as mrlpn #w1eiy he Lought the nlhnﬂers of his day. He
in hig "Vyverty of Thileso-hy¥)
] the beals of ng ductlon ls the factory
S item would only maun introduc;ng into the mirket what exists in the
ao ory«-tﬁ“b despobism of carital. Just a4 ﬁg would beve nothing to. ab
' under- conaumﬁtion’lsm of
ay~-soiha would heve ncbhinq ‘to.de wl n lanners. ia warned tnut fhe
-raau]t cnuli only he "ons s-rgle mastP# : :

causa the Ruasian Revolution, and net thoe hyrothetieul devalo-ment of.
sepitalism in & stralght lins, hud brought about'the natlonellzation of
¥#ans of rrodvction and the state plan aLe rrove” tv and workers
tnte bacare synonvmous in Trobsky's mind. geking Ienin's re bhodoloay,
1ooked 1ot'nnﬁx for the new passinns #«nd farces enaﬂnre"ez'bv tha en,
" but only u d¥fTer-ent & kind of nlalning. d**ﬁ @é%uamﬁos, diflaerent
Jeadnfhhlp, dlf faraut anvthine but e d1fferenf @@i logy,  ¥ob even the
fect. that the workers had lost all, their erv1na1 rishts, of control of
ppoduct‘an, “factsry confarencas Iﬁuntonsw_nﬂor“ctutaa lifithe stuté, &TALT
-_tha.iaaa-n-&nq masns of :rggvctjnr SEARE extense of me-us of consumntlcn-4
sxaetlT as in ecwnltaliat tatde-= 0110 fres Wim frowm the Tebtishism of
“nattowa]17pc" wrnnernyand vlun eganaly virksrs ! atute.;:[
.Like all PPﬁISFLSms, the Cetbishiam of state vrorarty blinded Trotsky 1‘ ‘W
from Tollewlne the cguvse G7 othe goiintsr-rovolatlion 1n the relabtonz of |
sroduetion . The aewi“?mizuhlnn of the counter-revoluticn enningt y
t

October--the 3talinlit Constlitution of 193G-~Trotskw vicwsd merelT uag
sota.tiring thet flret "erewted the soliticaul premise for the hirth of a
new possesslng class." 4As LI clusses were born frvem rollitical nremlges!
Becuusd tc him 3tulinist Ruassia wes stlll o workers! ,ua*e, fihe theught :
that the Lescow Triuls weakened 3tcliniam. fetuullv, Lhev consolidated
\\bhﬂ ruls. But,to Trebskv,the mucubre Kremlin surges - nlv ~roved that <
Agoviet soelaty orgpunically tends btowards the zjzction of the burssucracwvi!

Indar thne clrcumstuno:ﬂs‘qj up 2als te the world rroléturiat" were rather
hodilow. 1Indeed; the duality bntween hWisg nonceat nf wowid rev.l ution : '

Russia as the workers' atate. thet ‘must be deBndeJWh“ Helo) con?radnctorv a:
burden to uaap for anv "cadra® to be anle to carry aanmulnﬂad_anaaqs..
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4 G r‘Jﬂ by Y : ‘
'Tnls)devpit& “Rume ofa "ths Mun of Ccteberﬁ,}aa he was affactlonatelv
“FE1l2d by his adharents, desnite all the sweat, Diocd, and _
Smanifest that went into some uraprerJnd zork in Tnasle, at least in

the early vesrs ulter his expulsions

'fL_Al\xé; no avall--not becuuss it ""al]cﬁ" but becuunse 1t dld nnt un‘ﬂ}lib
[ retic banner to win the mtndq of men n thr munner of Harx,
W1B43-R3, and Lenin; 1 0 “'?.u‘_ : o -
in had discerna _ A"admlnistruhivo mntel iy’ durina the trade wnnion.
hoto,whan he wishad "to sheke un the . trade u"ﬂun leﬂdnnshinv"} as
Trotskv wut it Anstend of vollowing the crentive snergies and @nirations
of.tha workﬁgp who esked “or thelir democrzev Lo be quen.%ack to them.
%héﬁ ¥e flrat vrooosed the 3ingle Flen. |14 is rhis administﬁﬁ;ive
lentality which made him the ﬁrﬁqona" of th t him from
eeing that 3Stalin was’ ?@r*ﬁe‘%hgf?p)ﬁgﬁ n baw class of
state caplta‘ist rulers. Insbead, ne kept attril ut1ng to stulin wmere
' Ice and dack of theoretlcal acumen. y §
' . ((‘ﬁi:)u..i 5 )_ LA o
L,Stulin was not the medioerity Trob aky madefhim out to be. Tt was Stalin
a ade Trotskf argue .on his grouné, his(fantastic nbtion of “socialism
. gountry. It was ho who' made. Trotﬂkv 8 pernnanent revolution- :
asan immedicte advnnuur;stlc gschame thebt was out of all bcunds
8 ejhaustea Rusaia of the 1920e. 3talin, it 1s Grus, wasn't: nlavirg

?vnes' as out Tor DQM Yy A7 AJ-M"H, at /J-(/

.

{n/\,._-‘_
he Riss ¥an peopie, {to aman,? did not ruH tha economv and ‘the
te; ‘cnce the. Jermen Hevolution too was defented; once world
¢apitalisnm gregalned 1ta breath ond the vorbex of the world market had full
vay, the. logic of the Rusalan deveclorment was startllng, unforeseen, but
inévitable. The Revolutlon then foynd the reully serlous counter-- -
‘pevolution inside !tself. Stalin wee the f&'rfecb rorr estfixtative
“of that counter-revolution, not onlv beceuvse khis versonallby suited the
.tagle so well, b5, ahove £ll, hecuuse he dld n ¢coms from the Revelutionary T
-Party,nnd ‘d1d haun ‘command of the harxist ‘1anqmu&ge. Go ﬂorrupt ghd o
outlived i3 caritellism t-at it cannot hove to win axpeept bLvjretending
“to be other than 1t ls. Hitler,too knew how to call hils fazdlsm,
- Nationel dogiallsm. 3td in was ”Lnler 3 Sunrertor by far, because his
runctionaries cems {rom the worxlny clsass.

k‘In ﬁalin s # gzugs,und lack of theorebtical mcumen, wus ths stralght line
ol W developmenb of the newly-emelzant world rhenomenon »f state
_capltal tsm. It now had u persenality, u totullbarisn rarsonallty,
i ed with a theorz, Amftalitarlunlsm called the "menolikhic Party."

LTO atruggle aouinst this theorv und _ldeolory of sStalin's
otelitartani ore than courare, more Lhan onr1¢"1"m, more than good
intentlons, moreé than & chenec of leudership were nacessury. Rub[Tacking
e nolf theory to Lt the new timas, Trotsky_wus comwrelled to reduce it to
u question of lnauership. Tndeed he Imnos-lad thet attitude,not alone on
the Russian, but,’oh e aorld 1tuué10n. The verv Iirst sentence of his
progrumma tic statement far t-'he tourth Internastlonol o 1I%54 reads:

12627




"rne world politfcal sl tuation,as a whole, is chiefly chargcterlzed by an
historic@ crisis’ of the lemdership of the prolet riet." ife further makes .
7 the .erisls of prols tariat dadership htsbmg becomdi@risls in mankind's ‘

- ongiapk. culture which can be resolved only &3, the Fourth Internatifonal.”

I T ! , . ‘\'TT‘" ) P 2

\ Ixdaed, that has alwavs been Trotsky's weukgness ' lecdersh ing and
lis-moaagured Lenin bv it too: "For Ianin's slopang to find their w to

- ~the mm ases there had to oxist cadres....The vitel mainaering in thi 1.
process i3 the party, just as the viul mal spring in the mechanism of thae,

party is its leadership.”

-

at that wag exactlv what the vitel malnysring/cf lenin's philosonhy was
NOT.. .On the very eved. of the revolution, de\ threatened to resizn froem
the ‘LiedinTlh comrittee of the Roisehvliks, and, as hie exoresssd it, "go -
ta the sullors" 'who belter rem.esented Lthe rovolutlonary will of the masdes
; 4id hig” "venguerd narty." To Tenin, u vanguard partv.was vanguard,
1t represented thdrevolutionsry will of the masses, and in actlon
end p:'i:ticé rrovas it at great histovic momants)arf:d evarv dav of
. KRN - . . ) . . . [T
: @ theory of liberation or ‘itg. Ls nothing. - there ﬂ‘ar_.jc wes -
érned with the reeddm of humunity, und with the Inevitable waste .
of hutun “L1f'e. which is the absclute generel lew of capitalist develovment
ugs¥n’; Communism rests on the mainspring of caritalism--raying the. workar
he, minimum and extracting from him the mexlmum. . : R

dub this "the Flan."' Farx called it the law.of valve ang ‘surplus -
s "the fatul formula of wage sleveiy." : :

-0o*the extent that Trotsky clung to tl‘.eSPlan, to that extent-«-d,éqnite
his;constant erlticlsms of the "temro!--he Ao-ectuglisy 4 presoner
of ,‘Stal’mls lan. fn the rroceds the very concert of soclallism was .
rediced €0 the concert of Stute Tlan.. . . T

The rrocf 1is In Trotskv's own words--in nothing less fundumental than

th'e Nenifasto ol the Fourth Internutlonul on "“Imcerialigt Wap and

Jetarian hevolutlion"; e

g "---,. . -'--._-_;“- . T ‘\____\
Filpe turn _p_ne's t ack on thc natlonullzetion of the m28ns of =productiong on
~-the grou nd bthab,in and o? 1tsell, 1t doecs not erest™s the well-being of

\ the masses,is tentumount to sentenclus the Brunlie foundstion ko

destruction on the zgund t}}atﬂi‘i_:____l,;x,_l_r_rg}iissiblsz Le live whthort walls and

‘real. e —— -

S

e »

The "Man of Cetober" zouldn't have fullen wny deever Into the mi..r-e of the
id}?es and me thodonlogy =k of (he Russlan bureavesuey which y Iinstead of
, theory, was presentincg an udmini strat’ve Tormulu for m! and

© maximum nroductlox_'x--thc true gods of all 483 rulety
IR oo, S il S
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' match in TGTT 3Tre—end owptiness, it ehness where theory

__%m,u_a the thaory of parne
o first gledborated that thoory-

oglc has its own vay of measuring noﬁ.

_ ha mddonly otoule in the theory of the per:nanant ravolution n'.:dar t ytht
1925-27 Ohiness Revolutiea ;Whsr Lenin wae fot thers to «pell t un April Lith,
& pPermanan utYon, thesssl rovad. :I.tael.t "1n

A \wes ready for a pro‘.'.otarian Tevolution and did p6t even have ¥nat

¥ 1938, not evens mentioning Mao's nume, an

’Qia.rzintn sre fomd of saying Ghat abstractione help only the enemy, and this

- This 1a what I meant when I referrad to the ’a.at that\henin and 'l'rotslq
hud prepared Aiffarcntly to meet destiny in 1917, Decauss Lenin ‘wes thers, 1t wos
not olearly saep then how difforent were their thaorstic vaaponlJ ¥hen Lenin died, .
hmwnx 4t \m lear how &hd methodology of Lenin was & beent entirely fron
!rotm 8 appr The most Troteky could think of whircreat vhat wee.in
1917, wbile hiam mlyn:lu of wvhat is.in hio time,was, at best, € Jmnalilt.
a rovol.ntiomry 'hrnugnt Journanst. full of criti!.cal acumen snil vit--fuat S8y
¥ Jonrnaited is aoﬁ Mginal thinker, & thporetician who interprets for his
Zenaration r_%._ thak gensration, except_ia-eweeping gonrralizaticnsy

o more sweeplug gensraliization for his or may othor period coxld

volu"ion. Oongider ollowingt!) ‘.“un :
tould have 'beezv,not moTely & brilllant
44" M8d heen follovidg vp with whst
ricusngesof the negativeds
vhs.' glus forcen, vhat partiss, mt

prognostication, btut an originslTe _'
Hpgel call Flaher, patiegm...
ig to uay, thellad out Imedoncmusd

‘relationship Yatweon theory and practice’ 1led forth by sach_gpecific suéy
of development of capitalicm, sach goniorgte form of workers' revolt, I&hh I-enh

did, a0 thet,vten April W, 19174 cans, and he say ths "domocratic d:!.ctatowahip

of pral.otarint and peaaan't\ as haviag come to actval life in tho Zorm of the.
Kerensky regimy, ho could move atraightway to the socialist stzge, e7en then not i
Torgettipe the peasantry .ns r!voluti.om.ry, o8 the indiapenssble ally of the prole- if
~taziat, |Trotuky Just jolned Lenin'u d theo,with thaory dn-etiey's il

* bands, hit mctions wers historic, 2 93 in the Diafy,vhick I quoted previous
1y, ke Tecognizes that the Bussian :Ravolutim could hove h&pponed. without Mm .
'bacauag actior dces not substitute for theory, btut goes hand in hand with 1t.

- In sty case, he admits that nothing, and that incluies the theory of ‘per;
revolution,(was indigpensable FEat he did} but now he alons remaine.

vhen 1938 comae, in his Prefade to Isancd?! MTrugedy of the Chiness Rovolutipfl

and Ftharsforel (micl)oan oy it'puurantged! phe viciory of 9
these quesbionn (as to dlctatorship of proletariat,RD) aws
Thases of April Y4, 1917....8uch wvae, in broa

tion of the permgnt {unintarrupted) rov . I was pracis thie conceptiou
that guavantged the victory of olotarfat in October," u wiy not intlc ) §

right the charge of "unigrestimation of thg paasa.utry M
1s not the Stelinists, but Trotsky himself) IListen Po 4033
reviewing the 1925-7 Chinese Rovolutiont FAgrerian ¥ackvirdness. alws Zoe8 hand

in hand with the absence of romds, with thg isolafion of provincay, with
Imgdiaval! particulariesm, and absence of nat!. onel/ consclonsnesa,’ TL% mpan (Z‘h
congeious—

ity he sAw—thg _the role of the
euantry ~-aNd hg saw that &g fAr back &y 1! 7, and here ia Trotsky writipg in . -
trgating "Bed Ohina" am & myth mvantm 2
" Eremlint Troteky, ts paxphletee uould certainly have had something K
to say sbout non-theoretical acumen had Stalin written thut '))%he Dourgeols .
owrnaliot, Rdgar Snow, saw nore sxex {and =lso Lo lass) than d1d Troteky the Marxis 1o A
t 1s bhow bard a taskmaster theory s, and how correct Hagel was in his :
' condgmmation of the romanticiete, thorefore reactionaries;of his aga--Schelling .
and Jacobl with their bolt out of be blue, and, jurp to thel solute without that -
llabor, patience, suffering, seriousnangof ths npzative." .;.‘ "Eb “ﬂj !

abstraction,d nationalized property equales workers state most certalnly heluwed \}5 .

the engmy-~the 5tal inlst comnter-revelution~-acd o c.iuorien‘sad & whole genegration of ' g

Marxiots, No wonder the Trotslyiets, not gf@g state capitaliem, .W_ .
et e B . ‘—-—“\.________.__-—— .
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