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T'Ae prr-ts~m-er. of a Vor,y hoa-.:y lli~ture s~hoduls whlob I jjuat 
finished ·1111<! a bot o'~j!>Ctivo ·dHnat,i?n h""tod up to inhu,..,, lM.I'Q~el~le aasauJ.to by: 
ll!xon,hwve combined to elva :!\C no breathing !rp.ac~ to ftllHW~ ~ur· q~est.ion on tbe 
,·olo:Or L"ltalle.'otusl:s until n"'w• ! Jlo.el!!':o, how.;wol"', that O~a haa sent .f0\1 t~OIIe 
4tf th11 llriti:tt.• I had pro:d.sod ,.)~U hath 011 A!'l"'icA rutd a.'ld :-:,:.r nuo~ work on . .J::l!!.!l~!21!.Y: •• 
artd ~~et~eut ~on. , . 

. ~ The serious qunnt!on you r«lse:i is mtt s~;o~.tlthl.ttr{ one can anauar 
by mO"roly pob~"'to our W<trk on tlu~ qt.:eatlo:t. !Jinee you are a histor-ian, thereto!"tt 
I 'e>·ust you. w.lll not ,;i,yJ goill~ back to ''bo~lnnUl::•"• at lout it ts tho b<>zlnnln~ 
for Mar:drts 1.tho do aceof!t ·t.'lat ~!arx discovn!"ed c !ICM ~Contlnant of tlia~ht· a.nd yet 
it .~OVm" qulte ~~t an O!'i;&niUtlO".&J. OO:Jlr~oaion t.'utt .. ot th.f.t philesopblc . 
In o. >IOr<l, beglr.nin;: "lth En .. eln(·,.,llo c~:-t.a.l.nly wu luyal w Jl..r.n: 1111<! 
his d9ath"to ""!'e scmt4ing oat of" tht> <•ndle•a--cnd lto:-ribly oolril>t•td-...,.an>u<•ri.pt6 
~ l'>ft llnf'ini•'hM) "" navo not yet r.J.s"'; to that ~h.ollM(!o. 1 n..ve< pal'tle;lp.oi~~d 
in t.'te crJ.ti>iii>!P of N-;,elfo bl';oCausa they woro dlJ'aoted, not in ordor to r.I.Ba to 
t:.hallenge, but bcca.ua" ·tJtey m«~.nt ss:,na~.tously ~ divert rro= the: ch.c!rter8d roads 
as .1f( 'JJ\Cht!rterl'9'd pathtJ. by jWJt bsine nnoharte-rtrl, are tlo~:raoy "o':':"lgl.na.1 .. 11 

At tha smo tlm:e it ls t~uo tMt ~els,. 
dh.J.e-ctic, ~ould not !1'1eaent. .. e up ttt_ lofAM';, Anrl Enr;ols, aa tho pr::~·-~:~·.=~~~~ 
so cenovrned· wi~ orgs.n.izat.lon, inclividun.l. :roles, apecl.!" y oo:~ni·iiti 
that h" dec.l.rltr.l !II! to return to dialoct.!,C: O':\i:inw, ::.ut 1r.• ot<t.ad .. ~~~~,~~: 
to dat"", .~"""~ ."the".lmlediate" qU<>sti!>lll'l (l!lSO.~s .lnst~...,: o1~ 

· 1't"<llll ,tlut.~at'h<ation·ol' dlalitctic l111itor.lali.ool!, •nd are yat· to 
(J!ii11 ...:5 so, .!l9.t because, &s S.:J3tentisllstG. and R"'rormi:rts. r.nd 

J.nt"er, .,~uzfi"· tb.orS 1S no dlal.eetic in, 11NatW.ttu,.-bu~ beca\llle · 
dialectic ill 110 differen·~.,..glorlousl~'; hUIIIUlly s.,...; that 
11oO......,n J~:~:!:~::r: is, to vir.lata it entirely. Put dtff<tront:l.Y• 

h w~t r•n am ·Women u.k~ it, 
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'J:Qergent .a1etf •••>l••tv 
tho endless i!ov..;;ont, or "hat He;:fll W1>uld 

Marx ''tha per~~U~r.an.t :revolutil.)n,".') 

libon all is said and dono, suhjeot-J.ess ""tion, ha it even aa 
cea.eeless and the "trar.st'or~in~nkin:J ilS th& Ecnd of J.c:e age or bl.rth of riuc:leu a~e, t. 

11!/atll!'e11 can still ~" as bloak without htr114n natura aad ae barren as those planets 
~,.,etre"~unn1ng .. ttt5 or"up 1:tto". Hou ~mire tho col!lpute;o Jflld dograd~1 tb& ht.UPJan 
being. the hwr:an pasai<>n th.ot otrivoa l'or f!"<>OOOA Lostesd of utarialitfl 

Now, what has all this to do with the rolo of the intellectual in 
a Mar-.dst-lll!lll4lllst orcranization, Y<>U 111l<;bt 110k l:tlpatler:tl.v7 Well, just consider 
wh.a~ illtoll<»t•lll.ls have boon do!ng this pa•t contury, so l.'oar!'t:l. o1' th""e hav.l.ng beet. 
"one, only one Marx11 , that ove~yth.l.n.cr fror: lithe Farty11 th..""Ough thfJ 1'Fraf!ll Incl1vldual11 

Boven in ~ccupied Francal)to choeKinl: bat•JoGn mristlnc. Sf:ote p.,,..,.. h.t.s acbievel 
in br~in~ un to the to~llty. 4bsolutenes8 o:f tha prosont t«»rld crisis. 

lbo first Groat D!vldo ill l'.arxis" c.,,. with tbo betro.yal by the 
Second International. It t.:ok ,o :;!"eat a ca.ta.st~phe, a 1Qrld holocauat, to :aake 
le."lin roc_ognlza that nuch ol•g&n1zat!on wasn't rca.JJ.y tha anm~er, tho '~etlv1ty11 

-..,hich woU:W ~ mas~te!l followtileadera. leade.t"s ~1ho had t'broueht the!!t11 Mar:d.am as 
against either oxploltatlon or tra~o lut4n1sm. ~o tha groat genius 1t!.o oxtowled 
"the vangusrd pa••ty to :,cad" to tbo point wltoro> tlwt io *l!!.tislit56a.¥stlll a.U 
tha.t llh!flto!"y" rem.er.;bt-ro .abollt him. {I ai'UIUtlfl you do kno\i' nll the changos that 
occurr!Y.l ill h.lu ~oncopt of tho partv:;l90J-<J -ct.,XI of l'.ar:d..., and Froedo111 doals 
extensively nlth tho question o!' thiJ r"o:!.atlonshlp of sponta.ctoity to or-g&n1utlon.) 

Yot the ;:ruatost p&!'t tltat LAnin h~• bfl<jUflKtbeJ 1s th6 jlhllosophl 



• 

<"et1zr12 to ~. t&<o :'e'TOl.t<tl"-""'7 ~~ >dtbwt. ~~ u...· ,.._,,,ti,., !tAll! 
Wul::l hs.1r"e beezi a:daz:sre:!, ao:!.!a:'e«!, lGS IM"E a!'t.lr u· be! ~c-or:..t he .-
dlB<iJ the ;mllDsapbic &:l'blnl"""" ~ed.· u... ob ~u... s!.t=at1= <>! a !>ell 

·. eoae:t.cr-rsnrlt:tihll817 l!~e to ~12.!.::: d«Q!r;;oeS ... 

.3-at 1r lj<foo..be ?.ar'7,.:~ 1~~f~ t:. Q1,r--2J~w.! ~ Ce tbe'1J 
ns nalthe- a rll!'ffl"enr.a 1t:t S2f£!Pt ~ ~ 1!':"0C ~ ba ·laS u:pellti::!) ~~ 
!!e!"!! ~JP!!!!!U!.-~ f;.9·~~~~~~1~f;!~{ ~~- t)!" ,-;l.•s,·~·••JVtrlt!.;, ~vi~ f f'!'!IW 

Stat" .in c~t!.or., .. !l~tor, 117$ ·r'e'ra:~c.a...-7 ~O:"ett t.."''tiJ.t ·JWJ -.Jzo ?~} ~i:t- m..~ 
J..,..a wt7 cn<t~ "~~!at dl.-1 iai~=· ,..,....,..,.tiT !du•ll~-'Jal.s· :!cl 

'· 
\\? "·'""'l " ~-~ --' • ·~- -- "'' , . ~ ··--j' . - ~'- • & _!~ ~,..Q ~ ~- ,..::: ,_ .:..z..- :s -!"M ~. !"l""G'R met!:;s-,. 
'" !:.£!In J.ft!<!erl.•.,. •n•, (>e 1t il1 ::.&s-t .::r.:-"1"" "" -!""""' 11 • .l~ {Fee«!., b 

"bblrriofw.rd !DA'" '>:f • ...,,..,.,._. "Xt'di::>; ·o~itb ._._Uoo) fT.' ~i'ri.2 {'2ac ... ~957-.5G. 
"'""""eel¢ b7 v-1 .. ~_........., ~o:L.-tl""'}-. .~ r:l:lo::.s~m>. '-" ~. - n.n1 ~ :1.a 
great~ c.~ c1" .tOa~it -~ ~ W-.!1 &'f!r ~C'6. :r~ !.G .... i:' 
{:6c;n~~. ea!r&t'7 to liatu:-9~ -:!oes 1..i,.U! a ~. :7-tt : :1S!'2SIIll te ~e ~t 
a.od., 1.~ I u~e ~ .!:1 ~ ~h is .!".11:.;:- =.u.~ ~=!l •"-z.. sr.::.T~ ~ ... p;aef:L~ 
~- """" !!!!£1-<ow rrrmo ",--;.oe or =Ir tw ~ies• u..-.. 11:1 
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=Wng .ia v .... ~ wea or .c<""-bl:s• that 1>u =t ~::sl;r beec m t1» a-<:~U:r:1t:r :\ 
11-r ccw.acm em. . . 

" !!a,. I vili· <>1mit w """' ;,;:-aot !'a~: 8<ifc- &i:e g!.rlJ¥.; <;> tbi , 
-~,-to-~·::y-re;ot. ·~f"o.-c!.;;;• alll:!"'~ to- ll:rt.e:.,~ • ...,..~ 
>ta L-.t<tl~~-e vo.--y ,_..I.T b'lol:ol!'.,.,..; ._,rec Sllto "'!'~ f'omta.tn 
! ~~-tct. t.a!<e.!f=. vtw,t othe= .Ald .. """!""':: ~FOjectll>g ~ .... !'".. '"""-~• ' ·" 
"!on::,. tbsy-illd raeotn!ze tb6 :t:'<l~to=es ci alJio•?AL-.:~ !!<=~ ~ 
·c;_OIUS :-rom._the ~or aq. :u:t ?hllo!iad;r &Ed 7MiN'liC.Ga.d.Ge5. ?.~{i&ei~ 
r.Wiirse tlie .!'1"0<.".81SS, tbat 1s ~ ny, ~as am e:zfso ~. v!.t.h lial~-
d .... alopeleat <If tiiGa;;ht. itMU. 3Ct ""' ·br.'>r. =t O:"Ue!! t:..- JUJ:1 """' I .!..,L"Pill!:v' 
s~y 1..-ttaU..etit:Jal.• ~:a o! ti=.f.t -.seces.. z -.as e!i..,.... .... t]:i' ~-!Je:i or 
r.ra:r qaar..larul ~e :JI>fl: l."lta'...t. ~ !:is!'a= 7'>'3· ~ ~ of' ""• d!:i bog!in 
~ & r~n V&tJ £Ole; oa.., L:. ~~~. -~ ~ !"!.el.::! ~ ~:"ica. t4't.e:-e, 
desplt"' the r~l.ntluz1..,. -m a........, ·.d.,.JWt\5la:!: ...., .. ,~ ff1A7f!lf!li 

~he:! .JfO"l. ecttshlet"" t!:e ~tt.;r.tli:D L~~!: Told ~::.e t.3e =,.th 
~i' I.e:-J..n., there U !ta..~T .1..n err.J to .all~ ~.J.= TO~ ~t ~~ to~& 
'!'one lr 6V~ it. l:r to ::at.-""h r:;: to ~ -:f-.a"l'~~~ :"::-o:t ~ ... mt. ~ ~tiD!! 'V!W!'l 
it !ina.ll7 • ..,.ll.l :u..:Ce lt.:t l'":'a9 at ~:."".!t:r ~ ~~ t:"«J, ~~ 1.s mer-e =-::~t. 
t.hnsft ~.tys ~n to ".r:J!"k G<-3 ~- t.ota.U.r :-v-z-.: ~~~ cf ~:-:1 t.o ;r.a,-,'tl!!~, 
a!l:1 nothi."l;, ~-" !l~e:! t~ :!OJtE.t tr.i.rl.-;~1 ..::~L""f4t~:::s tb.at. ~ T~ -s~­
<'!.l:l~lpll:v• as ·.rall as !"'el.il::.-. ~;. ~ ~c:r::i r~..a:ra.l.r' ~l-:.-: tt!"a:5' 
.1.lth'.JSS~ ·Jho ~-.:''S L"'lto lr."if":7 :'I.!':J!' !':-=t -~ -~.-:::. ':Cat. M.s ~'t:T ~.J.t. !'~;J..H..~ 
::.a31.!..L"!t.=7 s;:ti:l:! :::r-.:t ~IIJ ~-;o~"::.tl:J:."'3 ~~ !'.;!..:: ~T z.z.:~. ::-:. a ~£ 
rea:!~ tr.at :!cea Mt sepa..-&ta thd 7!>?.S~i7 !':":lt t.~ t,c,~::~ ct!'" hbt..e:-"r. 
:he one .~ea1;. ~-~.ir~ eon·~!ztrt.l.3~ t.c.~~ ·~ 19~ ::b.:e ?£-~ ~~ ~.1:-.: m:~'O!! 
·.:as thB j~ln.it!.o:: ~! V.U.t ls a pt!"''t7 :!~~. t:::a·!. hi: ;.o uy. ~ :.;«a!al. ::J:-
21-m!'J:er!lhip to t~;;. -."!:a ·~o;,;l.-! t=s• -:.r.:-!.!.J!' =~ :-:o!. ~!u'-.... ;·"' ':r ~ is ;::c, !'!Co:"e 
:!.isot""';l.tli%~ ~NOt: tha!l Z!: ~ .. ~~'!1-:~:.·,:C_ ~ ~. ~ ~e: a.ll.. ~$ t.!l.t,. 
jAlon.:!:-.. •• the -:1.:::.-:~-;l.l:.f:, .x a l.:v.:a!.. ~:. ~"-:-::;t::.··:: .. :ll". :o_.:.~ ~<t:!'-!= ~~--=ic:c:: o~ta 
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of !:!lumhara b~aus~ eciz=o __ ono on hl;;h o:o- low do.1l.cras te be 11~l,.\.sc1pl.lnG-J, "· b~at 
t.h• full colle.tlvit.r 1n ""rk!llg out !doas ns well u st..•at.,..,!' *'ld t&ctlea. 
1s why. at one _and. thP. nms tlllt:t P.mi,: .Z I.Attctr• l!omltteesf itessol,,.titn has 
!"'A~t;.ceuy 110 di.1ol,,l!n....,.you cannOt b9 oxpelltld <o<copt !'or an antl.,~la~a 
etrugg_i.o actlen or !SRnltost&tlon of >'•o!n! chauv!na--wh.Uo dally ioc~lv1t.y 18,. 
qalnt very_a.Ucb up to tha .tndivlrlual. lln'! ,lcr't only loca1' O:i" netlor.!:l, and y•t 

'T.he,.., J.s no "'lY tG be a Har>r!nt-Huinanlst «n1 not bttl&rol and not feel that UJe 
,,-wry oJ"g•n1ZtlltWn Qf your· J.dus cannot be ~cchJ..wad lr1 l!!elat!on 4lnr.o. :At th'G 
• ..... tl.Joe tha 1solat1oa to be ...... .,.lrlod 1a m:t only fro" rank '&nd ruo but rr ... 

" t.h11 Q&les··cmtrl.r!o. 'Outalde oJ" th~ vote.- that-'!. p?"acticaJ.lr lu no dlfret"fl'nC.tJ hG>"iY.'fJ~ 
outdda and insirl ... 

Slnce it all is so nw. you r.ar:. hnlp ua ~.rork out no111~ 
speoif!catl:ms aiJout speel.sl ta•l<• for .!ntallaot,..la. '!ou wra-a r1i;ht wi1en you 

· saUl ·~a have " let to ••Y llh•ut wba~ lntfJU.,ot\lal• c.n£ do, but littl<o of 
whllt they o~.ould. It was, ond ltl, l>lp..,.at1ve t.hat th~y re::oeni!le b'l'lks MS 110t 

the n,JOW'.::e" of fteason. but :reaJ.iz't. it CtMtnl llpCJilt&lttte\ialy- fl'"OS. tha NlSert;, , 
f!'or> ~ tll<> fore!>• of llbf)rat!or-\-!oDIOn LiberatJ..>r. &rl£! yUUtll a• WtJll U J:l!<> 
crU<llAl 3l&clc Dl.Joons1on. But d't<~r that yo.•> bett,.,. <l.lg, d!g <leep int-o laolc.,; . 
into llist<>ry, 1r.·~ ph.U.•s;>by fo~ wHh2ut cat<blr.e; >:hat s1ngle lln.'c,or 
continuity (the lifs'.Jloocl ,r tho d!iolentio) with blntorJ.u p~st., :<d~ l'.arxl.sDl . 
!it ita or.LJ!ns, t!i~e l.s "" wai· to dngloo out tM nell and ci!O!'!Ilitp th,e orij:J.nal 
for:. eur do,y ail both h!ntil~!c contrlbutioll ~f OUl' &g8 !l!!!. tlu; rfJV91Utl;tnary. 
trArWfo1'111AtlAn "f tluo age. .. '' ' 

lba.,cne tblng that lmj>reasaa Me fros 
yeer. is 'J,rooc1nalr the'intelleoiiu&ls'. own ,;. •••• u ... t1on and iu•iu:•ll'. 

-· a· 1£1!1111 ~1o,~!f~,1st -~&.'l&et ·Htfl"_e~:rc;r:-e ;
1
1t w:~ tA':~~ · _ , · 

tho activists '"'"' would listffn wnlle 't!teh' P,.o!"eoaors .tc;;a.k the' 

. "n•,.;.cad<lllic respon~!bl'l.itl.'as•" _'Ibis year tli9' p~f .... 3or:r.'who~~~~i~~i~~~~~ 
!n UCLl ~ociall,y it uas also 1r.· spsciAl Mllo-o!uilllllll ._ on 
rwt1onsh1p to. eoor.o..:lcs, th.o dl.sleo,lioa of l!b .. ?&t!oni llB a ~ of 
practice! oan Althus~er b1> caUad a lf,.rr.J.st at al_l t what J..L tbe i{'J.tok Dlllanslc•n:; 
globally? be!· .;,.., thio question of ho~< d"ea one project phllosophy ~-a~· ill!!!!.3i1.!!1~~ 

I'Dl ...,st sorry that we got w speak ·.,o little.outsl.de of 
"forul" talks. I do hope that this can bo the bog!nnltv; of a dialor,u.,..;,antl 
I """" it orally. and not only 1n uril;~an fo1'111. Our wsak""t paint. !0 the ·llral 

___ p_~~j~t_!on~ .. tho. chall.~_& -~--o-~~-c.~l'!.d~r:t!~!!:~!!':! .~..!'t~.e*~~t:.::--~~=-=~-;;:--.-~.---> --~,-----~; 
·aciide;,u· 'or'thii ca~ltalist fantoryl thlll"e we_oan leave it to t"e prolirtar1At . 
. who fight it da.7 1n am day out, 'lut "hAt do we do to count .... the dall$ dromeh!J>g 
by t.he ~tatua quo, tho bra.\n,ashln'!' sana h1"ror, the passing off 'or falsli aonso>ic>W!I,.: 
naas for IdB&s, t1 , . 7 I r and, instead, eUclt fro" tho10e da"'' paao1ona for 
freodolll that hung..,. for ""J>r""a1on and !ack both tbe confidence, and th6' foMllll? 
I hope you wlll help us and that, 6oon, this comraclHshlp will b""'""" thoro,. 
of_ raorganizatiun or Ono 1s Ollll thcughts and li!"e for We !1Wit alae know hoW to 
speak 1n futuro ter.se, not as !Jtopl.s, hut •• what wllJ. oo thlo vary day 1f, 1f, 

!ours. 
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