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Denr Friends : '
hes finally been translated intc snglish and
published in e (Glgs, of couwrse; law sent away to Peiican Yress .
to find cut whetker ws could get a reduction from 4,95 price.)

Unferfumately, this edition ie burdenad ty se fentastic

8 foreword by ite transiator, ¥artin lcolaus, that we must all over
divert from Narxz %o his interpraters. You, o courss, have

the chapter on ths . in and eince
you will soon have wiole of Marx*s work, you could skip ovar the
60 ppe. foreword. Howsver, the foreword hos a a fioonee not only
begause it is by the yoush whoy in giving us a rigoycus Tanslatien
and having the ndvantage of being or knowing Graek, translafsd alss all
thous pessagez thoi are always left t¢ tuntalige, bLut being MNew lofi
gives us an indicstion of that will befall ua fn the hattles of ideas.

' By stating that his forawed is "fantastic™ I de not mesn
it depmrts in any fundemental way from “Marxiste™, who with reformiem,
bagan d the resoval of the "legelian dinlsotic zeaffelding™ of
Marz's werks, through Stalin who threw cut “the negmtion of the negation”
2xoa the "dislectic laws®, to Mao who pervertsd contradiction from
the oleasnicl olass struggle to “peincipel” snd *subterdinate” forever
ehang‘.:f places in “bloc of 4 clasuas?{Tho latter spucinlly Ms
got #8d % the skiss, # that we read thet 0n 3¢
' “are at one and the mume time stric
| 't sonse and highly ord «"(Deli3e 104 39)
- o praguatisn,; otate~capi aedthe adninistrati .
charaoterizen our mge sre % cverwhealming that all ths yesrs put into
the trennlation, the recogniticn that "The Gruniriese challsnges and
pukaz. to the test every serlous interretation of Murx yet conoeived,”(p.?7)
and the subjective wieh to tLe revoiutionary, are stili rc shield
from pull of state~canitaulint dnge your enrs are not
eloge ground eo that you see all elemantal toxoon
with tho #alf=detarmination ol the philosc )
One )

reom tho very first page, first paragrapd Nicolgus announzss
that 1857-8 Notehooks that did not see pudlication in Farx's time,
weree Xept from puhlic eye till World Var IT wien they ware first pudbliahed
in ths original Cerwan only in Moscow and din’t re reach front
center stago y; Chinese Rovelution end Korean War in 1953, and
with lapse of decades befors they reach iAnglo-Sawon world,
°di theknf clenents in Marx®'s dovelopment and WM of the
Heg®. phidlosophy."(p. 7,0y <cmphasie.) Vvith this as hin ground, how
could the txanslator posalibiy lemyn anything frem thoe 893 pages? (Add
te thio falre beginning aleo the lst footnote on that eame p, which showe
the heovy da enzg on Rogdolsky®s work whéch Nikolaus nimself later
{pe23,Ttn.16)ndnits is exclusivaly aconomie and remidlis in “the virtual
axolusion of the yueation of method(and of tiegel) from the debates of
<his apoch” and, of courve, in Rogdolsky himeelf, In that footnote 1
Nigolaus also qucten fopdolsky am stating “that only thrse or four coples
of the 1939=41 editlon sver reached *the wegtorn world," I myself,
however, knew of mors than that copies in Hew York alone. VWhile
it certalnly was no "mags" ofroulation, the truth wes that so great
was the huﬁer for philosophy, for | ' origina) philosophys o9
great the 8% with vhat the Comnu o made of bt plug Trotskylets’
digsregard of it, that pas 8 would be trangleted and pessed axround
in small ecireles of revolutionary Marxiste leng before the current
dimsenters in Husslo mado §gmigdat the popular self=publication o
universal,) -
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"in the nethod of working.® Unfortwnately, nelther thi o6
poar the ong he quotes from lanin thet it wae“imposell: w atand
¥evxn's espeoipnily Chaptsr 1, without having thoroughly

. etudy " i of Hogel's loglc.”

' Scogmtefssshe s0)2 himpcl? to 4ho state.” Nigolaus conoludes, "That

+wo, opposed, alashing) and "legos',reasonp honce, “to reason by
‘ splittg in' two, ¢ )" ’ ’

The next 15 peges of hig PYorawerd Kikolaus devotas to
background plus a faw paxez in tryinz to sumsrize tho flrst‘ohnptor

on Mera's mu&» the first section e 811

dovoiad 0 tor's view of “tho stoucsture of the argwuent"(p.
23) only to concludes®All that follows in the rewenining 400 pp.of the
ixundrigse is bullt on the tasic slesents here outiined.” -

) Having thus camlisrly victunlly dismisced one=half of the
haook (he will later roturn in bits ani plecen), ho ie off on hiv ovm.
It is heve, than, ihat we have saarch Ior his method and eim and |
crﬂ.e;zmuty of contribution., Quoting Marx on the diffcrence between'
e method of presantagion and o methed of ingquiry, whish Hicolaue
translaten a9 _ “y Nikolaus sonocludes that this i=
,%Inmlqne foa o ; d8ma, Llrectly aiMer this he once

audten Marx, *hie tims Merx'c latter to Ingele (1/16/1358) on
the Zmot that Farx 4id Andead £ind Hegel's of great mepvice

My from dasing themselves on either, howsver, Nicolaus
iw on his way to congtruct emmething sltogether differents Firvstohe
Twings in o ohzracter from Rracht'z dramas that, though legel. osuld
have heen "one of the grsateut huncrists among philosophers,iike

is % mey, Hogel's philomophy was at oncs dlaleotical, cubversive,as
wap Gooratss', and idealist, mystioal lilke prlostts,"(p27) So . )
eetistiod de ho with that red herring of old, that hs reltexatesg"it
laft Hogel townrds tha end of a philssopher-pope bestowing bemdioi:l.on.
a8 popes Eust, on tho temporsl smperor.”  Ae for tha dlaleotic, he -
ratioms Us to the crigin of the werd in the"Creck,gig.meaning split in

But Just as we are mbout to ikink he is finally, B
mores or iess, (that is,though it is in Croese and times of Soorates s B3
rathsy than !.n Germany in the times of the Franch Resvolution and
Hapoleon)on the right track, he develops nalther contradlotisn nor self-
podlon, but jumpe at onca to Dagrifl (concept) oo if Hegedaﬁm_'i_ .
grasp that any mors t.2n he grasped that very undoueHege! [
*monent® betauze allegedly, though Hagel much rriticized Newton, it
s from lewion, from mechanics; end not fromdhimtory's selfupoaverent,
that he developed 1%, Whils this lles in the face of Harx's critique
of tha dinleciic as rooted in history, gslf-davelomsant, the selfe
making of labor, Niecolaus stresses how “profoundly contrary to Hegel's
mathod" is Merx®s. (Nicolaug herg limite himgelf to the concreteness
of Kar='s concept of time espacially on the gquastion of productiong
which i6,0f course. orusial, tut we will sge Ximk lator that what hs
leaves oud, in turn, io yhole of Marxiom: SUBJECT, relf-develupment,

i g labor tine.)

At the poment he was altogether too busy to deny legols
"The idealist pide of hiep philosophy wae that he deniosd the

of what the sensem perceive,”(p.27) lot a word about the contrary
that go © weg Hopel'z digeovery ., accord to lerz, tho second
nogutivity, the orsativity, znd soc rooted in the revolutionary peried,
that he hagd to "throw a mystlcal vell” over that preglity. It is

of courss at the rozlity where Marx did trangeend and so did

the hlatoric poriod of 1848 as azninst 1789=-<but, 1%t wes the




~3~ _
Sudbjeot, the m.i.ﬁariat. thet made the firent D:.v:lde betwoen tegel
the b in rixlloeopher and farx who had dlscovered a new continent
of thought that was 1ot morsly aaterisliem yg, idealism*but the
£ thd twe Za "the now Humanismy that earricd through into
w . II of Canifial ae "Human powsr is its ovn end."

gountad i Miceloys with contrasting matarialc.sn
+0 ldouln(thwwh he himgel# will later {p.3%) nsod o simit tha?
Aif it were only a queation of*stand Hegel right aide up™ then
that wag ws. ad in the early 1840365 by hoth Feusrbaoh and berx
sus{my smphacis) that ae o the trus uniquensss of Kmurx o
t outworn rwia;lunisms abou 11ian lo " 45 %al) un that
fore fsund Lve way inte 31: it hayx ﬁuoerdad moet of thie
lexicon as which had served for its Journey but cuilaatsd ite
:A‘}z -(pp.sa-a what aid that "swrviee” that Hegel rendered Marx
ftove? Nicolaus’s angwer lp indsed the mosd rotty-bourysols
intallectualintic idualiemn gﬂt hoards "Ths usefulneso of Hegel lsy in
pwoviding guide=-linern for what to do in ordenr to graep a muving
umi.npd.ng wwiality with the mind.®(p.33)

How 4f it is nothing leoss ‘than "gu!.de-linaa theat Hegel

- pyovided and if'getting a axip on tha sdtire rolsm of the 'hdependant
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objeotive Hind® whioh iegel had aent ﬂoatm% into the heavensg,s."
Zeusrbach had alzeady shown as much, whot ezactly wna now in
Marxz'e ¢igoovery and where wie that proletariail Marxz held on %o as.

M. Subjent for tounaformation of society. the. shagnr"gi‘ nli:tery. .zhe
colaus esn

277 ga tmﬂuct ol hiataory but =lso “makse®
] stendinrg right aide up” and "*mv!.ns nynﬂ.cel
ohell Sr¢n rational -core”.

Ha doss get o tww o'bher phllogophic condeptss where o
beg.in? shd Mediation, J'.ndg at one noint I oven thought he would get
'ienuina divide, whon he pointed to the difference botweon start-
m th the abatract - and ¥ihing in Yegel, snd tho conorete
Coamodlty==wiich ¥arx atdn't reach 411 tho very lest simg _page of
the Somuidrieso (p.881 but then becseo the begiming both of

Critigue of Political Iconomy dullt on mﬁﬁ* But he
wasz gltogethsr too sngoxr to stiuvk at the “overthrov of %u 3

systan™s "Thie 1o the oritique of liegol's

o oritique of his theory of contradiction, hence a oriuique ot '&ha
fundamgntal procoases of the iiogelinn gopeernd, of Hegel's basic
fragp of movement, ”(p,3s)

The retult was ke eelf-paraiysis, blindness to that oruecinl
ch.I of %which (1} Lenin caellad attention %0 &s requiring
¢ hut which Nicolaus reduces to zero i X
o misreading of Lenin's intent % ergue that,..This 1s 2 pro-
ﬁct for a long term in prdoon. " (pn.60-61) (2‘)m!e nover onot (uese
ong hénaalf as iig t:;g congtant raagpairancg of Ch.I st eichb :
ravelutlonazry a ggmm-ravo utlonaries femanding it be
thrown sut of ggr teachi T Czpitnl, o Btalin did in 1943,
Koreover, and above mll, 3) ak. 9xaotly is Chel, and ite 18735
reqrd rewriting by Harx gelf o2 £ section “Patishism
of Commoditien” and did Harx esked roadsrs of the German
edition which d.:.d hot have that easential read, ploase to read the
French edition ? lothing,
is pgreater prooX of the reereation o 1@ diaslootic on the 7]
of thie elomental outpouring gnd the sslf-development of iarx's
e of Commodity,Infy “go%ge ‘ e I includs erll the
great dlalectical dovelommenis 4 e oven ite Hogellian-
Marxlan "absoluts wmovement of be agl Tor .the most mature, neot
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conerete, tangible as apsinst abm

creative geniug from the Parjelsn mesass that that perverss
form, a commodity, ewform of a product of labex, omn never be
stripped of ita fotionism excapt by "fiegkv-spgociated labor.” So hig

& » A% ogsinet Hegel®sm 0, } R 2 ¢ B8 NOL on ,

: versal of Baing, but it

wae ales the noterodncrete, not-~tangible dourgeols retish which radusad
ladee itmelf to che commodity, luber-power, gnd thdg wae not anly
N ast. axolol tailon B. ot gt ecud IMIMW TR
2. apeention iy cantvallilc seres 27 ppedyation,. unoas Hotien Bal
2 te epilt 1% twor bowrpeois relfication vo, frwely agsoc T

ahor ghewing 8 nl} relations of production that wusi he upreotad
and rocreated on eltogether othar Toundetiens, -

. W,

Having "overthrown Negelian philosonhy” hs goes inte
Kecintion, & nantral categor*y eursly but net an Avsolubs, and furthore
more lun,ios!.neo cloansedlty ¥arx of ite “idealist" by once he gtuted
“tumadinte fdentitloc leave lmuediate dusifitles Sntuct.™ llooleus
guoses that statemant on 5,39 only =ze rrelimtnary to first gn!.nﬁ in
on kis own, By ne esccident, therefors, or the very noxt page (40,
fn.36) though he wishes o criticlar Aithuzaer's "Ovar-dotormiration”
concept, he ends by seying that Althueser ie "smbiguous.” I
esn de eald ghout Althusses; denpite his deliberately obfusmesting
“gomplax” s¥yle, it is that he is “hrave”, nst at all umbiguous, in
his attack not only on Hegel but Marx whone affinity to Hegel he omila
nothing whort of "shresction.” No, deur Wicolausm, skl youwr praisse of
) Wizeozhic ltabosis maen nothing, nothing st all, ones you
BElgn anynh 0 wishen 4o atudy Ioulc te fully compawhand .
%ﬁo "z long term in prison” and tiink, naw hat you have pragented
nd proxentad! which Lenin Rhdn't known about, no '
fur-thicy need L thure for liegml. I there any Tor or ] :
- . when you asture them that, in placa of awy a long
farm in pricon, "meamwhile much can »e golned from ¥a
P{ﬁmﬂ mm*tp.ﬁl}.hamgalma&: {Da%3, £tne 39 }nEsured
] t Heo’z eusays aréd "at one ond the pame time sirietly orthedox
in the ¥arxist sénas and highly origingl.” In their i1i7e thoy
nurlglyhered;% tw origiml® for a h:irxia-]b;éjgutbshouﬁnmiou tﬁaﬂ: youy-
aelf: how 037 when, nct, the
. Chinese leuﬁmﬂg&ﬁ apltaliat Poxmntions™{you
Bore preolsely do tranilomte it as “Somme which precedegapitaliss
production. {Concerning the process which precedes the formetion of
capital rolation or of original acoumulmtion.)”

Jot ne exﬁand on ‘this, #icolaus siapped belore ho repched |
that cruoiel secticr {pp.b71-518) of the Grupdnisse which he harely "
mantions anyahere as LT what he celled "the etructure of the arguaent”
could pcesibly have Booen marde an what Ireceded it.Clesrly, the section
waa neithor merely sconomy nor evan'marely“historic, thet ils to say,
hisvory as t inetoad of ag prepent and futurs. The dlalectle in
that kigtoeric porloed had all thc elemenkg of a new role for peasaniry,

a2 new role for Bo-callad Urisntal despotlan, a more comprehonsive viaw
ef beeoming., Yor that reason, It is only with an actusl revolutien
ongoings China having actuslly beun first to translate that sectlon,
all +he Commurizas had firnt to grapple with what Marx had
written 7?-8 abd,inesfar as "backwardnees” la concerned, reltarated
in the last year of his 1ire,18RZ-43, irn ths fomm of & prediction that
Russzia might, in advance of the “"advanced® sountries, have g revelution,
The game type of attitude nam to be nede re the "Automaton” Nicolaus
doas mantion that swore often--cnd in fact transisted it,ii I remember
right way back in 19€0, ot Cambridge in the very journal that had
published my Afro-Azian Revolutions pamnhlet, BRut, again, his hootility



"ne do!‘.wrkinx' @2t as that &in, but the of %l
.44 the mariit?n nd i W I

Sith Bourgeoty coct oty IEnd, e v
9 avye e way thro : "
and  tetal ropk with vulear zaterislists not marelv as utopians or
Proudboniats it ae Ias oans, to and tﬁu F.lratl.)ln%ernati.onal.

" have arisan havs pessed us byl IS garely has pasosd by mwx hgigh Y
¥ £ -

1, and being stuck m ths nud of our age's agminletrasive
¥s idmited hig P””v;”t‘%ggtdf ngthig; mctﬁg aaig it tgorgiohly
5" view e ore W W sutcmstion
Lvent mmn;g who :5.11 replacy the mlemiat.iu.eﬂo. In adtuélny

1t 1@ the muliidinmensiorality that karx wap snalyelng and saw the
¥ of bath the llsgelian dimlectic uans Subject png his :
owit iesChy ZruAt ax it was, cans the gase npakion. In the 1850's
start anew, and ipsis ; e Civi} wor

and ths ig C% 'bo%h +h t%l oﬂﬁ'@nnw and

‘ struggle RN :
the new Bleaok &l > rol ol wakr ok hi
® 1 h 0 9n aaaZHg .that . led o 1'. a

he in the Srundrigas oven now 1a not marely

If, ag Nikolsus now clalwag, or st leart questions whesther “"it is any
o neapsasry 2o mend Hopals Ioglic ir ordey 49 comuletely understand
* when Crindrizoe is finally avallable, gnd 1 ugnlc :

c 10 900 & K 23 Work, great as that one is, ~ then we are indesd

ihe worst kind of petty~bourgesis “ideslimts” who ars completely dead

aince the whole of the past 2 dpcades when W. “from ths East

German Revolt éﬁlggg egn tqﬁi_?g.ria W!&n@. p %oas-weli 'a?th

fren "abeva"; < minetion of idea finglly ca Mn§ with

nlf-ﬂomlﬁatlon of nations, oven ap “new passions sx ;J:Ew foreas”

e Staling, Kaos, not to mention thy Trotskylats and al

th“:% ¢an aatah theory "en route.” The task for us,howsver, hae
3 begun, ) 2 ' :
Yours, '
RAYA i
EAR_INSTE THE ABOVE _ - : ) 8

Deny ends - _
Because the above hee become so long as to precliude
reoding 1t out at a regular meeting, 1 suggost that a meeting for it

‘be pet for anvther itlume,
Since I'nm out of tewn and 4o not have

either e »simgograph machine %0 send to each, nor everyons®s addrese,
i'm undm{c.ﬁgxlhgmnnnm as"latter of Week”, merely the
above announcement about Grundrigss, plus the follow hlts of news

1}TELOS has offared to sand to ite subgoribers({about 2,000)a frse ad
ebout PR, It hed 0 ohey certain size which we dld not have and
May at once made hertuelf regponsible for electronic stencil which
4they will get L1 #ime,.(They zave us.only 7 days.) ¥ will also i
scnd poma o Jocale later ne 1t 18 good for many purposes of publieity, i

2)Bart writee from Faris that he is making grez: contacts and selasy
wg will forward news from him next week when we will zend oui RE
Minutes (I need firs:t %o return %o Det,&hold mip. at end of week).

3310 is holding its schocl thia year in Scotland and Harrimwﬂ.l apeak 3
thers on "The Necessary Revolution". Aluo, an article by him on Marx
and Smith whers, ae he put 1t,"I worked in a small quotation from a e
book with the time Marxisw and Freedom", will appear in Scottlsh Inter- ‘N

nel 1,
ﬁ%ﬁg movgogr%om.to M.Y. has bean completed and esince Rey and A.n?e
8re hare thls wegkend wo will have a chance to discuss at #ri,*s(7/6)
meeting. HMeanwhila everyona has by now raczived the latest iseus of
%% and thereby wa open “pre~-convention” digeussions in more waye
one, Youry, RAYA .
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