April #5,1968

Dear ¥r. Goodwln:

fueaude froedom ls both tho polint of doperture am! the paint of
return of i{ogeilien philosophy, thaore is 8 groat earthiness abont its philogophy
of religion as well. Ho matter how clozed an ontolopical systen it appesrs to
be, History (with a capital H} plorces through its most sbotract=sounding Absolutes
© #nd, therefnro, ovon the heavens are bound by Actuality. degel ceuld summarize
hir philesanhy. phenomonglezy and hiatery of maniclmki as well as of thought az

a "progress in tho eonsciomsnusa of froedgn, M "“j_rs.sl.;.y. Lhis wes not only

“thaory" but prasticn; )

"yhan individusls and nations hnvu on¢a pot in tholr heade
the abst-i‘aot eoncopt of Tull-blown liberty, theru it nothing
like it in its nuncontrellable atrangth, just because it iz
the very sscencs of wind, ard that ac its very actuality...’ ;

The Greeks and Momans, Plet and Aristotle, ovon thye Stolee di? not heve it., G tha
contrary, thay caw that it is only by birth (a8 e.z.an Atuenian or Spartan citiszen),
or by strangth of character, oducatlon, or * philagophy (-—-thu sage i# Troo . aven as
a eglave and in chalins} that the human being is actuzlly frees, It was through h
" Christianity that thiz idee cama inte tho world. Accerding to Shristianity, tho
individusl as such hap an Inf'ialte value es tho object and alm of divine litbe...
man is implicitly dbﬂtiﬂﬁd to suprame freedom,: (Philosephy of Mind,pp.100-1)

‘

‘ . What I "ea"arrad to in Sundey's talk ag the distinction Hegol
mde betwoen Christianiiy &s faith and philosophy ve. church {a best expressod :

by him, a8 always, through history.Ratlier than quoting from Phngungm of Relgg.lgn,
I balieve t.ha nost applicabla statement eppears in Philesc tory: . :
' "Tha

Reformation raaulted from the sprruption of the Church, That cerruption was not
an sccidental phenomenon; it is not tho mere ahbuse of power ardl dominton. A
corrupt state of things is very frequently reprosentsd as an _
'abwa'; it 1s taken for granted that tho foundatlon was good =
o the systom, the lastitution itself Taultlesas--but tho passion,
tha subjestive interest, 1n short, the erbigrary velitliun of men haz nade uue of
that vhich 1n itself was good to Turthar its own selflish ends, and that a1l that
- 18 required to be done is to romove these adventitlous element s, On thls showing
the Anstitute in question sscaper oblogquy, and the evil that diofigures it appmurs
dppamrs something forelgn to it. But when accidentsl abuse
of a good thing roally ocours, it lp limited to partienlarity,
A great and general curruptlon affecting a bady of such large
and comprehonsive scopa as a4 Church, is quite another thing.
The corruptlion of the church wae a antlve growth.!

Although Hegel here rafors to the Catholle Church and so not
only approvas the Frotestent develt but sooms to shselve that chureh, it really
isn't true that he d4idn't see the contradiction between faith and ostablishad
institutlon., “ndeed, he began his adventures in religlon by preferring the
Yresks to “hriatmnu. then when he"returned" to Christianity he transferred his
formar dislike of it to tho Jewish raligion. The point is Shat he himself woat
througlr ""the labor, patlence, suffering and serisuanosss of the pegative™ he demands
ef &1l those who would plunge into serious thought. It iw bost, thorefore, it.
geams to me, to not taken eny sinplo period of his life as the "Winal judgmeat',
but rathur to trece his cun devealopment., The most profeound staterment of that
procaug of development has beon written by itichord Xroner as his Introduction teo

Hegol's coarly Theological writinrs,

I trupt this hes boon of some adl to your making a decisioen
about chairing that philosophy colloquiuvn, Porhaps thare will be other vpportun<
ities to meet and discuss not only Hepel the phllosopher of reliplon but of Mird,
which I consldor the objuctive and subjoctivo praparation for raveluticn, Doa't 1l
that scars you Just a8 I do rot lat iagel's Lulheraniom scare me from his dlalectle

Tours, 1 ey n




