
:v 
. ' 

.. D•oombe~ 13, 1961 

Diar Rio~&rd Portee• 

One· of the r'e•.eons ror tho <i9llcy in ooo:me11tilog 011 7<hlr paJi,or or. 
l!epl.1 io Plllil!O!IEfOLOG! OF i!IJ1D *""• r must a<lmit at 01106, rq ohauk at the ax-.;>l'O&Oll 
to that 1111st eoJOl•pedl.o mill:i of all o·r Europa-G.w.F. Besol- t .. U&ht at tale. 
Perllap,; that' pr;>ns that· ! am not a0 full" Hegelian beco.Ulle I uclt hio p~~.tienwll aa 

... 

C 
nll as full ooG~ti.....,ae of the pottillesa of the a04dado world or self-at;ylad 

, ,:;..•repr"entaUves• of tbr.:;ailldoof JnQn , I hs.vo 11ow reraad Hego1 1s attitudo 811d will 
a'""'pul"Ulll;y follow itt<!,!J:e IIIII¥ rest assured ths.~ it is the D:&turo of tl'll~h tG foZ'II• 
ita Y&7 to :recognition YhBII ~he timo OCI!IIBSo,, oi ~ is 'fflrT Often DBOO&!Iar,y to . 4ia­
tiflo!l11sll tho :t:ab:i.io from thoae wh4 toli:e upon t.helllselves to be its ropreatmtst~aa 
Mod _,.,komOD. 'the public takes up ar. atti tud• ill """'7 res;:ectB quite difto..-ent 
hom th<. l&ttftr, l.xuU.ed, nan opposed. to thelll. llhoreas the public go<>d-uatnredly 
&Dd pn~r.s1.;y Yill rather take the bla!De u;:.on itself w!lon a phil.osopbioal ..or~ :1.9 
zoe>t; qui'lo acwapt .. ble o1• illtelligible to i·~, these "representatives•, on the aoratre7.71 
oonvil:oed of tbrdr 01111 coml'!tcnce, put e.J.l tho blame on the authors. The illflW>Iln 
of thoo work on the public is more aUent ~han the action of those 1repreoen'lativee 1 , 

'l!lo are like the det\d bur,yiz!g their dead.• {p.129=l30b 

J'ino. IDBto"d of being oor.ael'!led. '!rl:lh st;yle, I rill go direBtl;y to 
tile aim, llonhnt,tlla historic sweep of tho PllliliOliEIIOIDQY which Hegel oalleil his 
•vo;:ra&e of disaover,y." !IDle as ;ywu aro read;y to ED bark: Qn m16h a vo;yap, it ia, 
of oourse, illpo86ibl• to see 111hs.t he discovered. AbetracUons will not do. ~r 
elliiliple, . ;you Uoita thi!.t "BI!tilif ill1endo to l""d W3 to hJ.o ow foZIIIUlation of an 
all-eneompaasi.Dg o.bsoli.ttu idAJalililll." What, .,reoisel;y, to tho ...,rds, ""'baolute 
ideelam" Man~ In the mOICLOPA!llliA OF Pll:t!.OSOPIIICAL SOIEI!CMI Basel bill~ the 0:\, 

· tatlt tli&t ho ..U2t cdl tb:e "end" of Ilia s;ystem the "Absolute Idaa" baCiaVD&\!Jt·is \ {' 

r Oerta:l,nl;y posai\!le, .to iildulgo ill a. va.si; amaunt of Be118oleas ae:~J.amati~A a\lou* the f' 
. 14.., absolute." ·ll>tli-.::37) Kant, Jilcobi, Sob.ell:1.11g, li'iahte ware all "abroolute 'f 

._idoalistll• -au~8l!il 'breke hom them Rll, break:illg II!Cil'e · deoisi-rel;y .f2oolo somo 
than fro!!~ othe:ra, but. breaking with all beoause o:f· the illt>:ovareiot~ ·of Oezman. 
id9alil!ll, . esu:.p;\D6 tb.e realities or. tii8 objeotin 110rld. He app:reoiab4•tho 
great merit of ·Ka~:t•, his rodisoover,y of the dieleotio, his ·appr.Oi&tion ot the 
dignit;y of thought as againot tho English apirioi~b vr.o oaw onl;r the aeneuOWI, 
the tangible, "e>.Jiomience•-Jnrt the dio~tetwoen thoue;ht and thing raaailledJ 
tile ohellenge of tho til:oo were not mato "there are UQ.. tracee in LogiQ ef tu .,....»- · 
epirlt .which h!!.s arieec both ill Learnill; n Lifo." \Cp.35, IJOIWCE 00' UlGIIl, Vol.I) 
Ae for the other philosophers I montioned,Sohellillg a..r"Fichh came to tho ab130luta, 
ea;ys Hegel, like a "allot out of a pistol" (Plmi'Ol.IEII'OUlGY, p.89) with none of tha 
•atre:Uous toil" and ..,.,.. feeling for "the imlllanent rh1thm" noeded to enable 

. phJ.loso~ to meet the ohallenga of the objective world 'llhile JRcobi was an outright 
"rer.Ationary • 11 

ev.;;l 
If/~u.limit yourself to tho Pre:t'aoe, just the Preface, of the 

PHE!!OIIEI!OUlQY ;you cannot escape hie concern for the objeotin world,"the thin8", 
and his disgust with tho su~ject1Yisn of tho philosophe~a! 'jlur epooh 1B a birth­
tiille, and a period of tre1>si tion. !l'l!e spirit of .nan has. b'roken w1 th the eld ootder 
or ~ings hitherto Jlrevailillg, and with the old ,.,.s of ~h1nk1ng, c.ud is ill the 
mind to lot them all ~ink into the depths of the pest and to set about<fi!om.' 
tra:.taformaUo!l. It is indeed never at rest .... "{P•75r: It is imposllible i!.Ot~i'o 
see tho concn>eh, the historic end the present underliihe; Hegel's aimpl•lrl abstracUoco 
Ba :1.9 1ial0'<1ng ~f ·tho period"iii which he lived, {and ao h0 ... put the finishing obaptor 
to tho PllmOimlOUlQY !JapolAon was approaching Prueeia)-Ttbe break-.lp of teud!.lilllll, 
the Great l'renoh Rev<>lution, the birth of new gods, "Freoa:om•, •Reason• to which 
all the intolleatuals drruok groat toasts, onl;y never to acquire.~~. eorioueneas, 
the suffodr.g, the patienae, nnd tho labour of the neptive" (p.Sl)Jilat was neoeaear,y, 
to be as creative in thousht aa the masses proved to bo oreative :t:ii action. 

Tho ivory balls are too bMt on abstraotione, easer to altip tho concrete, 
and pl'oOeed to "the next" gonemlizationa to stop to list.en to•tho imalandht rhythm" 
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of the w <oljout th..,, !UUch leas tho wsio of Regel's dialgutio. You 10rite t
. . 

11m'!> with agel' "Substance is Subject, and .Q!!!i! tLe Absolute•, a.>d no doubt a 
quick raa.d!J:Ig ,..uld llllika it &p))tlar oorreot, but dlon .rou ooneider tl>at llege.l 1 s 
kn..,leclae of lwmauit;r'o d~""loJDettt -its hietor;r as well as the hts1or;y of 
thoU&M or philoao!>i>;y ~ was an proto£ sa n ,....s ono;yolopc;edio, one lllll~ · , . 
reeiat tho tOIIPt&tion to see tho gual &hand of tho road ot gettlng thue ·•h:\"rK' .· 
tho llll'!IJell1-~>.er is not ~.:rcl1austed in its purpose, but in writing the malrer' .. ~; J' 

. out • • •'', (p.69} ¥d apU.t 'lmpotienoo asks for the i>.."POBHible1 wants to reuh ·-· 
tl:.o ...,al without' tlla meaus o ·getting there. '!'he length of the joume;y hbs ~. be 
borne witht f.o't! OTeq -t is neoeaaqr;y •• •" (p,9<J) . 

~ . 

And"the length of the journo;y'', and tho lcnowledj;'S thsi. to 
Bepl ~ truoh 1a t,>oe .. whole " must make ua pause at least to •ee lulw hoi l'alates ,... -
r.ilmt&Mo to IIUbjeoh.{In 121 '7i~w-a view which tho develot~od s::position of tb.e 
a;yn0111 itoolr osn s.l<•De~ .lusti:!'y-ovo.."';ything depends on gras;>!JW and e>q>r~•ISiag 
'the ultillate tr.;.th, not o.u BubstaM• but aa llubJect as woll.';.I(P•80) In a wrd, 
he doem~'t 'l;hnft Ollt su'b~tanoe or objoot or the thing for tlul "subjaot", .Uthongh 
it is tb.o al'b~eot, the d~sm!&~the development, tlul living d!aleotio 'IIIIich 
18 ~eking in all <>tD.erJI~I!•i ...... at ocOUJ>,?' tha oe:ter of' the Hs&i! .1 .. · J· · 
ph1a11Gph1o onap as it d6es the hist.orio r~tsp. !li.ho e:sathloe o:t '*'1'.~-~-ing 
aull,fe'ilt to ,..'b,..;;a:1oes is !'.21 ~o blot tho letter out-thongh it will gat· •&)~sorbed" 
1z ~ pining a 11..,. diln_enaion ratb.or .than in "thing-in-<lttself" e:detill$' outRide 
ef lll!l - . 'but to point to methc>d-ethod of anal;ye1a1 . lll8thod of' d<Welepaet, 
"!•tbotl. of' •••1ng, .. 11atonin&, hearing~ a:uGlling, , ~hi~~~ each of' which atinaes 
c...m.t Oc> eapa.rated :rf. tb,e. -.halo;" Don't forget Ho;f.:L•.a·-witUl.~.:tor hia· ·.,. : 

~f it waa~~f~~7~--~~!--~he.~~-~~!.~-~ce o'f _c_~-~~-~~~~~~~~l" . ... .-~ __ ···. ~-- ·\~- ;~:/:! 
'.!.~ for "Gei~t• being the "Absolut~·;;~- .. Yeo, but ••• _;rp,st take a look 

e.t the o®tents l'I'!JO fl.llcl, ~•• w~e Spirit b,ogins. It is page)!55jl hardl;y ,.,,;. then* 
a ~,t~. '"-... boD!< D.es TOt beau OOV8l'ed llefore we ,got to AbBD.:rd'te ){nowla. ~ . · 
on , ~>ie thaor;y and practice a..., finall;y united, and hiator;r aud ~enoe 
e at and objeot b6'ccme one, we have ll'Q.te a pathw-...;r to go th.....,ngha\.~ 
go&]., whieh is Absolute Knowledge or Spirit knowing itQelf as Spirit,. finds Ue 
psth'!IIT in the recollection of spiritilal :!.'oms as tho;r are in th....,elves ·and as 
thq aooanplish the orsantzation of' their spiritual ld.Dgdom. '!'heir oonsa,.,..Uon1 
lo~~d at from thn side of' their free ezistence appearing in the form o~ 
oontiDgeno;y, is ll19turyJ looJJ:ad at fl'om the side of. th.eir intellectwoll;r ollllpre­
hollded "rsani...-.tion, it is the lloience of the wo.;ys in which lalowledge . a~. 
Doth t .. IJ8thn, or llistol';Y (inteileo'l;uaH;y} comprehended ('!.ogriffan), ._ fo:.g . 

· nt onoe the r8'>olleot1on alld the Clolgotlul of Absolute Spirit, the realit;r, tho truth, 
tho oertain~;r of its throne, w:!.thout which it wore lifeless, solitar~, aud alone.•'·, 

llovr then i1' we went our wa~ back from p.SOB to P•455 or the 
lo*llim.lips of spirit, we t~ tb.o .mos~ profound critioiBI:ls of' civil sooiet;r, 
·'6?'li!iititir_ii, of lite nnd J._ite'!:atw,:e1-'of' enlightei!IDont and the l!'.renoh Revolution, 
o~ lloral:l.t;y and of Religion, ini~h pl'anpted Jlux to so.;y that, •to the enont 
that it (PHElfO!rni'OLUGY) holds fnot the aliellation of lle.n-oven if llan appea:\"a 
onl~ in tho form of Spirit-to that utent .!lJ. elements of oritioi ... lie hidden 
in it and are oft ell alroadv .E,ropered and worked out in a mllilDer onendinB far 
be;yond the Hegaliau standpoint." (Critique of the Hegalian Dialeotio1 !p~nd.i% 
to lUJ!X1SII .AliD ii'RE'.:!DOll, p.30!1 -and follow thl'ou.gh alao p.3ll where lia.."'l: deals 
with this "absorption" of the "objoct" by ~h.c•"oubjoot" , t)?at ie to sa;y the 
''all-aided tmnaoeild.enoe of the object of oonaoiousnass.~ 

. ·- . -... -- . --· .. -··-

H may sound "s if I am si\YSn(ll ;you oMnot have an opinion 
abuut l'eroapti'ln, which io tao aubjeot of ;your paper, unless ;yuu hsva gt>ne 
through tilo whole o:t the PIIEillll.r!!NOUlGY pluo the SCIF.liCS 0;,;' UlGIC plus the 
EliCYCUlPiiEDIA, not to mention the PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY AliD T!IE HISTORY OF 
PIIILOSOPBY as well as ell ~r1tique£ of soma. :But in truth I am asking ;you to 

~ )'~3.'~ .. /. -'"/ ... _.:.~ \) / _. .;.._ ,. ",•' !· ;: 

.. · 



D<Jar Riohard, I do hope ;you will WI& TC>Ul' Wllnderi'ul tallllt& 1Jl 1he philosophio' 
ficold 1;o gea&!} at wha1 l!osel aalled the "ll.fiHilOVC\ont of truth", and lle.n oalle4 
"the aol!-deYelOJ11118111 ot tlu! prol.otariat" who bas nothitlg to lose in sruplng at the 
tru.thll of this o:zploitativo ooo1et7 ..W.oh baa IIIOt rai1'iod hill iuto a ~h1Jlg, and 
mo.do the thing, tha uail1Jlo, the llt.llter, ao that the prolotariat 1s "oesroh tor 
univlll'S8lit1" aignitied tho ""d at tho"~hiatary of lllllD" and tho bf>glnlllng of 
his true hioto17• !lo doubt 1>7 then oven a ohild will lalow hew to stOlid l!ogel 
right side up, and so• thet Jlan, DOt "Spirit? is "the Absolute" , that is to BBYo 
tl.le new sooiot;v. I 110Uld lln'e 1;o work with rou on somo ot these ohaptara ot 
llooel. '!l~n•t ;you &Ilk Joenatbal! to give ;you one brief ouU1Jle I •do of the 
Plll:liO!WII'OlDG!'I .And I hope ;you dcln't mind if i aand him a aup)" of thiso Lotta 
all owim WB\fther 1;owurd new horiBOIIB• 

· Youra, 
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