January 25, 1961

S To the NEB:-
" De..."' Frionds:

Today mnrks the nomplet*cn of my surmation of Hegol's Sclence of
] Iotiec. Tt isn't pomething that you can get in"one reading, or even in re-
;- reading in any eingle month. It bas {o become your constent cozpanion as
e yew £ind your own rythym in the wovemert of Hegel's Logie. Bul the beglnning
. can be gotten Trom & f£irst reading. It helps lay a foundetion for grapplibiyg
with not marely the phllosophy naeded, but for the actual rez.li'by o:‘.‘ the day.

: A cm..plo of weells ags you got & cvmmation of the Phencmernology.
. These two. works -- Phenomenology of Einu end the Soience of Loglc - are the

grenteat of Hegel'n monumental works. The encyclopedia which swmarized these

- “wo and sdded s Philosophy of Nature =8 well, is good and in many respects

" . eapler to grapple with, but it cannot be a uubatitu..e for the whole tefore

i‘t bacnme Byotema.ti-’ed.

’ J!.s‘b as it would have 'been impossible for me to write this summation
if I ha.&enot wed Bleanor's hslp in taking dictation directly to the typewriter,
itowi1y” ‘ne impoaa:l‘ble for you to study it if only one copy is availadble +o &
'loca.lity. ‘I'herefore, T am asking Barbara to pleasse make a set of six from:

' hem COPY, sné. she cen take my word for it that she will forget her exheustion '
.:‘becnuae o the Bpirith?-l swakening.

: ‘ At thia s* aga in the lootarea, I do not know how much of all 'bhis
wil.:. be used in the actusl beok. Two things will help clarify this question:
(1) I will call a epeciel meeting of the REB and have a discumsion with them
on ell the lstters that I have sent around on Philosoply since September. -
This will be done Seturday, Pebruary 4tk. I will aend this tape to the L.A. .
.. .NEB and ask them %o tape their discuassion for me. (2) I am going to Massachusetts
‘ " where I will heve & discussion with Mercuse that will be of utmoat importance
i~z for the took, precisely because he does nct kave our view, but ‘ig-the mout
. profound socadenician vho conpiders themselves a Marxist writing on Hegel.
- And then T will have a seriens of discussions with Barbara and Morgen, who will ,
go 1o speak, stand for this generation's intellectusls who have come to Marxist—
_Humanist, but think Hegel annihe atstruse side. Also, I hope that L.A. will get g5
me & leoture by April and will give me an opportunity to discuss these philosophic '
".questions, nuit only with our own friends, bnt with some Africans.

All %bis, plus the full series of classes are the preliminary steps
to got;ing docwn to the actual writing of the book, sometime in May (beginning
in May).

I was very elated five minutes ago when I finished the summation and
thought I would write you from Cloud Kine, but instead I em suddenly so tired
that all I can do is tkis nolel

Yours,

RAE




