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Doar Herbert Marcuse; - e R

It vas goad to hear from you, Im suro that you are well agw
Quainted with the fact that 4t is zuch easfar to write 100, if not
500, peges than it 45 to surmardys the gist of & Yook on whieh one hgs
worked fav zons 15 yeara, iz & page or two, But I wil) try.

I, The centrsl paint, the plwet aromi vhich everything elee in
HARXISM AND FRXEDON revolver, 14, ol guurse, the philosophis foumdntéon
of Harxiem, Ag I pui §£¢ 4n hy introdustory noté, “The adm of thie
book 1e to ro-establish the original form of Marxizm which Marx
calind 2thoroughgoing Maturaliam or Humani gx, V¥ :

Tals runs like 2 rod thread throughou’ the bsek. Thus Purt I
Doging with the Franch Rewvolution and Hegal and ends with Mars'g
¥arly Econmomic-Philosophic Esrays: A Now Humsniem, It constitutes
hies ensver to eleresical pnliticn.l_ economy ne wll as o ths vtonian
vocialints and vulgar Communicte of his day and establighes & nov
world outlook, Harzisn Fhilesoshy, vhich ig dietinguighud fron the
Hegoliun dialentic and closaly kait with 4%, What $& estabtlinhed ng
the theels af tha Foung Marx thaa reaspears in Part IIY, Marziem: the
Unity of Thoory and Practice, vhore, is The. Dislactical Humanism of
Volume I, I show that not only are Marx's economic vategerion socinl
catogorias tut they are thoroushly permeated with the bumanienm that
camo out of the workingelass strogolee for the chortening of tha
working day, As Mare put it, the more quastion, vhen doss my dny
bogin and vhan does it ond, was on a highor philosonhic level than .
"the porpous catalogus of the Dacleration of the Rights. of Man, " vhme
is. true of Volume I of Capital s trus of the Logic and Scops of
Voluaes If and IIZ, including Thearins of Surplus Value, wvhere I show
that ‘all of history to Marx wes the struygle for fraedom, shich, ag
its basle, 44 the shortening of the wrking day, and ondy from there
do we go from tha realm of necesaity to thut of frosdom, -

- Lenin learnsd the eritical impartancs of the philosonhic fourndations
the hard way—vhen the Sacond Internntional uctually collapuad end, do
reconstitute hie oun reason, had to retwrn %o Logel's Science or Logte,:
Ihe chapter, A Hind §n Action, then trnces what the shilosophie founds.
tions moant tn Lonin and the Rumslan Revolution and ends with the
thought that Just ag Marxiem withsut 1ts pailosophic foundetion ie
boaningless, =0 is Lentnignm, Relther 1s an "acomomigt, * Finally
vhex wo come to our own age, which I eall Automation and thg Xew
Humanism, I show the mothodology of Marxienm und the compul gion of owr
ovD age for a total outlook, N LN

. Buberdinate to this medn theme of the Yook, and running
porallol with 1t, is the division betwaon the radical intelloctunl
1ike Proudhon and the Marxipt intellactuval, I contend that ‘Har s
fe= 10 not omly the theoreticnl expression of the worldngalass strive
ing to ertadlish a new soclely on mocinlint boginninge, but 4t i that
whiich gave Sntellectuals & new dimension, %Yhat noy dimension aroge
precicely bacause he did not divide theory from hictory, including the
cwrent class struggleg, The reletionsiip of theory to history 4y geen
ak & live alawsnt that changes the wory structure of Marz)s grantacs
theoretical work, 1In 1863 and 1865 whon he fvndapentnlly revised that
structure ang 1872-75 whaen ha wyrote the Pronch edition o Capitel-~tha
period from ths Civil War 4n the Unitsd Statay thiough the Parip
cowzmn-‘-il Proof of thig relationship of theory to history and ag
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the mime time showa that vhat tha young Marx estadliched in the Xariy
Raseya vhen hs hold that never agnin must scciety be counternosed

to the indfvidual and which in 1845 he emtlesoned on his Commmist
Manifesto as the thesiz that the developmant of the individual 12
the eondition 2-r tha development of all reappears in his "xost svo-
nonio® werk which is prerarrod Y the a.ca.demic ooonomiuh-—?oluna I
of Capital,

SRR P T ITIE T

PRPEA N S,

Agnin, when I mova froo Marx's time o that of Leninte time
I shov that the contributiom of the Second Intarnntional -- Orgsniza-~
tion «= as ta¥an over by Lenin in hie eoncept of the so-called Vane
guard Theory in 1902-03, but ac the acturl EBussimn Revolutions agourroi,
he threv 1t overboerd—-or a$ lenst radically rovised his theory no less
then & times o thet in 2917 he cayw tho warkers on the outside are xore
revolutionary theg the vanguard party and by 1923 seya that unless the
party work ie checkoed by the non-pariy masses the bureavoracy vill yet
bring the workers stats down and they vill notrogrsas t¢ czpitalisa,
In sny casa, dur problem ig certainly not will there be a revolution: but
winté yil} hatnen after: ars wo always io ba confroutsd with o Fapoleon
or a 5talin? In a word, without relating the spontaneous self-organization
of the mrolstariat and its quaet for miverselity in the mauner in vhich
Harx did i for hie time, we can sxpect nothing Ymt totalitarianist resultse,

L.

B O I VR SOU,

IIX. In oy introductory note I atate that the 3 dadn strands of
thought tu the book are: 1)Claseical Folitlcal Econosy, Hegelien Fhilo~
_sophy, and the French Revolutionary doctrines. in relaticnship to the

actuzl social pnd econowic conditions of its time, the Industrial Navo~
lution, the French Revolutisn and up to the first capitalist crisis,

2) Marxism in tolaticnshiy to the elase strugrlas of his day, the paﬂod
of hie matwmity, 1814-3-1883, a8 wall ae Marxigr in the perlod from 188%- -
1923; azd 3} The pethodolony of Marxism to our era which I cell the
period of state capftalism and wrlrore Tevolt, the analysis of the Five
Yoer Flans ¢f Rusasis pnd the yevolte in Teat Germany, and Vorlmte follow-
ing Stulin?s desth; finally the analveie of Automntion but this i o Con~
mratively froe nnd eagy essay. 1 %think this tec in 8 way can be summed up
in the intreductory nots vhare I axplain the method in which this bock

is written--that research began in 1939 when I broke with Trotcky ovar the
HBuselan Questfion® Tut that it did not nasume thg form of HARXISM AND
FREEDOM until 1950-53 when the miner'!'s rtrike on nutomation and the ravolts
in Emstern Furope from thelr sevarate vantage pointe led me to present all
ty idoas to groups of wnrlkerr who checked nnd discusgsd the matsrial, *No
theoreticlen, teday more than ever bafors, cen write out of his own head. -
Thoory requires constant shaning end rasha-aing of idsas on the basig of whet
the workers themralves ure doing and thinking." I refurn to Hegel (page

73 £tn in the Science of Logic) vhere hu chows thot thouss who took Fant's
resulte without the procesd.did so as a "pillov for intelisctual sloth® and
that 1f the intellestunl sloth shich has accumilated in the Marxist movement
concernad only Harxists then we wouldn't be confronting the H-bomb t-rest
without ideclogical backwnrinese ghowing, Tha nced is for o new ualxy of
theory and practics which met begin with the now imuulses conring from the
workingelags, that this, far from being intellectunl abdication, would mark
ths actual fructification of Bhaory. Once tha thooroilcian gets that, his
work doer not end, but first baging,

In a word, I hove no prescristions or thetorical conclusions, I show
a method &t work and sppeal to the intellactuale to wuse that dialectic
motlicd sk mibasls to viaw the contemporary seene, to get out from vndsr
domination of either the Russian totalitarian or the American *democratic®
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-bomd threate in their thinking, The wrkers Y thomeelves can do B lob
but they too huva rot schieved & new eocisl order, dut 42 the moveran$
from practice to theory mei the wovemant from thoory to practics, thon
& nerious start counld de made,

‘ Thers are maturally other polats in the work-—from the Amexicen
roots of Harxism ¢ the Commmist parvarcions Yoth of Marx'u Eayly
Works and fapitale—since 4t tries o &eal with our machine age elnes
. the InZustrial Ravolution to Automation, but I do uot believe anything
germane to the book 1v lowt onca one grasps the cantral roint, the
Fallosoyhie foundntion, :

I knov the effsct thot your Renspn and Revolubion bed &r 1941,

- Thoy cowld neither treat Hegal ag an *old dcp” nor Marx's Early Writinga
as mere humanitarian adtuncts $o "tha great eeientific coonomic theories, S
ut then 1t sas a philosopbir epeaking and not "a solid eseconowiat ¥like
me, Wnea the two wers conbined, glory, hallslnjok-—thers wez havoc,

But the mcadamicians need not think thewoslvas any emarier-~they all
121) into the "Borular Frontf; it iz not possidle to fight Burgian :
totnlitarianeim or uny other kind without eoms solid thooretic foundetion
‘and social vision, -

I naturslly cannot sey whether I succosded in doing vhat I aimed

&% bui 1f intentlon were indeed nchiyvement then I cowld gay that what -
vas ney in MARXISH ALD FRZRUOK was 1) the ra~eptabtlinkmant of the thilp="
"wophie foundation of Marxigm in Hegel 4n so concraete s way that the
origing of cur machine age as well as the lztert pariod of auvtometica
came alive; 2) the swmation of all thires volwmss of Marx's CASITAL &
ia & manner that the reacer lmows 'Mabxinm Both us thoory £nd as mathod-
ologyy and 3) the nev dimansion Marxism endows the intellectual with

- becams 80 ezl to him thot ho covld indoed discern the movement from

" practice to theory and ar sagerly long for the wnity of the two as doag
the worker, ‘ . ' ,

1 hapn this in gome way mnzvers whot yom vantod me to do in re-
capitnlating the gist of the work, I algo enclons the introductory
note to the bibliography me %hat you ca2n aes sll my probdlemg there,

Looking forward to yuvur Frefece Xery ecgerly,




