June 8, 1957

Dear Priends?

This letter scnaerns itssls with one thing that Lo sentral
80 ths proﬂosional of the booki—-thr bullding up of a malling 1im%,

Betwgen now and Jnly vhen we 1211 have the Jaakat Dlurb
to begin itat promotioci eschi-—and I mean pael, ot groupk 2T evma -
gouples but ageli for eash of us has led a separate life even i in
the peet yeers thers gre né friends Shat yon he've thet ard not shared—o
sach of ug, theh, mugt delve waek inite his memory to kigh school
duye fna%or' wnrking days, neighborhocd dsys, or what you will,
and iisﬂ svery nams gnd address.

‘ It doasz not madter thal you Lave net folloved the
vharasbouts of iheme people and are not sure ¢f the pregoht wiarezbomta;
sometimag the "wrong® person pleking up mueh an adVGrtiusuant ls
better than The porcon addressad to,

It doez not astier uhnther you wish o ®e asegoplioded
with the bnak or not to thls 1ndividual; the letter nosd not ORTTZ
a voturn addrods or my word by you although whese ysu 40 ey

. an. individual word is of acurse Pest, The main peint however 18
that 1t will contaln the jackst blurb wizleh will summarise the = -
conitenta of the book, tell who the anthor 1a, and hnva the publinher
aa thn mddruqu Ihore they gan order fyam, :

Nor aoan 1% matter thafl the parnoa ‘Aa not 1nterosteﬁ v
1n uhut he nonutdera %0 by "pelities”. In this emse we are not .
intgrested in pesple beosude thay are interested in the took. We
“are enly: intesested shat &l) us uidsly apartias possiale--in ﬁ?&f@‘
sonoeliveble Yield, whethey working olacs or intellestuzl) and An -
. every sonevivable plaee odther in thie counkry or. abromd-—shﬂuld
. Baar that thepe is such a work baing published.. o

- To gearsh your mamury raquirau AOME eoncentrntod
uork and eannot te dcne in a aingle svening.,. That s why 1t is
~impertant to begln right now zearshing through your addrees baoks,
lettars, nementos, etd,,sts. and build up this addrers list, You
s2n add to thome yeu kroy, those your families Xnow, and any
nemes cnd addregmes you cﬁnnae upcn in the da!ly preis.

The Jaskst blurb will be sent to esch person and
while the organizer should echeck up as to how many were sent out,
angh Individual 4oes thig in the lelpure of his home and in the
scneentration of hie msmory and vision,

“"But sinse there is nothing we do—-no matter how
seeningly feehnieal it ig~-thut 18 not at the same time of tha
highest polSties, I would like to gum up all the main points of
the Book inte proof’ of fte unususl eharsoter go that you shoulda
ses why all provinuas eategoriem am to who ig and who ia net interested
domm not apply in this sase. Tha contribution that sums up all
other sontributions lies in the part ealled "The Relationship or
the So-called Vangusrd Party® $o the 8pontaneocus Sa;f-Organi:atlnn
of the Frcletariat," It eovers the pericd 1902-1925, In those
20 years Lenin, vho ig known in history as the theoriet for ithe
Yanguard Party, gshanged his position on the question at leamt

6 times, thust
121’74




(1)In 1902«05 he wae most adamant on the faet that soeislism
or the nmow soelety gan oome only through a vanguard party who woaid
bring 1% into thke maszes "from the outsife.” thellelvae, he. sald ,
the workera oen rsash no further than trade unicn sonasiousness., It
is twze that he was aoven thon diatingulshed from the rapt of the
Boeirl-Demoeracy besauce he put the mireas on the working alang
asuders the party Gloeiplining the intalleastezls, But tha paiut

_ of somegrtration were not the meewes, but the vengusrd, To this dey
the 3ld radlionls see only thins point in Leninta theory of %he party,

(2) During the i908 Revoiutlon 1teel?, ®maver, he threw

ovarboard, -n the usin, %his soncept of b'anﬁing coelalliaz *from.
the outalde”, and insisted that the Russian Revolution ghowed that
the workars dpontenecusly wome to scalalliast ideas.

(3)in- 1908, during the periud of the Tearist sounter-revolutivc:
Lenin ard gll Rusaian goestaliets were foread to work underground,
While he 454 net revsrt to hig 1902-03 position in full, the
oonditiona of functioning lmposed on thoe party then s&euod LT3
onee agale think of soolaligt 1dams ap ecming lrom Bsoks and »aing
introdastd inte the maos movement by "the vangumed parsy.® Astuelly,
hewavor, Benin fought all the intellestual tandoneies ;agg%g,tha
pnrtr ineluding Trotakyism whiah was not part of tha Bolehsvike
Top T 5ktlng for inflvence Qg;gg' the proletariat instead.o?f seai&

cut the- Y4 ggwnag;g bage of the spesific stage of produation L
reastion to that etaga of nraduetion, and
thun i4 T e eory or ] 1tn5uard party on that,

{4)¥When wsy broka and the Beeond International betrayod the
notiulist proletariat, he no% only fcught the batrayois, and sald
a party must be built along entirely 4irferent linss that do Rrot
perait the artistosraey of labor to dominate the Rrdxthinking
of tie party, He also put in & @ azsl pless, as a "Banillue? to
Ering on the grolntariat on the historis awens, That gnggigi piaga
was oacupiad ¥y the Enﬁ&sgg__gﬁggslgal from the Irish Rebsilion -
to the ecloatal strugglos of Eoat 25 well xe the Megrs Qu-tinn

-in tha United Statou.

{6)In the motual 1917 Esvolution he had so far ehanged hie
ordnal positlon on vanguard that be adated that the rank and file
of the party was 10 ten tiges nore revolutichnary than the leadershlp
and the working massvs on the cutslde 200 times more revolutionary
than the rank and frile of the party,

(8) Firally, arter ths eonqueat of party and the
-growth of Buresueracy in the first workers state he gaid ¢
hope ia that the ngn-party sasses oheck the party.

Now then for anyone to eay I am a'"Leninizt” and mean thse
1502-03 sonseption ie Juat tantastic ag Tantastis ap for come
one elses to say I aertainly am not a Leninilt basause hse thinks
of Leninliea as the pressnt Rusgian Jommunigt totalitarlanism,
In a word, we eannot% follow old categories, or judge people by what
they say vhen we know that what they will read in MARXISM A
FHEXDOM will be so diffarent from anything they have sver rand
that they thrmaelves will xk sahnge thelr present position,

That is vhy it 1s important, eritieal, that in compiling

. R 11at of namer and addras
O r 808 you yourselwvas 7
12175 or Ehe ldea that you know bost aa to who "shouﬂlag Zggr;ﬁinfsh
not" get thie announesment, and ment 1t to 11, should
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