, April 28, 1987
Damy Friends: i

This week's news L& of a success atory., I have signad
" & gontract for the publiacation of the book this fal). I hxve retainnd
the exclusive rights ror the forelgn market beoause I helleve 1 have
- a hotter ehange thot way to get biggor publishing housar abroad ‘
enpncislly uinse & friend £a going to Garaany; Italy ené Frznce
are irterasted, and through another person I am gaining acassa to &
British house,

. The ramivientione, lmplicstions, politiesl and finan~
cimnl reeponsibilities that all the above news apells out for the
organization will firet be pressnted to the organization artsr we :
have hea:rd from the LA NEB vho are disguasing, ams the W.V¥a.KEB mlrea
Aiseuaned, some of the probless of thie new stege whigh the RER had
prorenidto the national leadershiy even before The contract weg
negotianted,

: For the time being, therefors, outside of Just ths
inforsetlon, there ia one problem that the friends should diasugs

and infora the HEB next week of the resulte of the disqussicn on

the following matitart a praface to be written to the book by en
outstanding llegelimn-Marxist who is a profeasor rather Shmn &n @ . !
netiviet, ané who is ot one of ue orgenizationslly, I trust thag -
a membsr of the NEB in each locality wlll know how %o axpand on
his aeredentiala, whils I 1imit ayesl? to the igportands o euch

a prefase for the book. B '

The olé radicals oosuld maintain their alleped or- .

thodoxy through sheer axclueiveness, -that $a to say, seatariantsm,

N6 Marxiat in. thia ecountry, for example, cutside of Troteky hinself

vho was not of thie country, wes published by a ragular bourgecim . 7!

trade ghannel and knew how to take his ehanoes in the compstitive . % |

worid of idens, The Trotekylst group, on the other hang, t$ried :

rationelizing their position on the ground that by-kﬂﬂplﬂﬁ to- them~ |
- galves they wers "pura", They shonld have used the word, “émpty?, -

In any case, LT was vary sharp with them not only in gereral, but -

in the very speeifis case of his grenteat work, “The History of the

Russian Revolutlon", whioh he had transluted not*ofriglally* dut .

by a standard translator, who, morsover, hsd very opeaniy and sharply

broken with the movement, ¥ax Eastmsn. Not only that, that man

edited the work as wall.

This i1s only ons ex-mpls th.t eoculd be multiplied
& hundred-fold to show how, in additiong to their wrong polities
gnd isolation Trom the Aumerican workingolass, they conpleted theip
isolation aleo from the intellegtual world, o

From the firat I took the exsct opposif%e road. !
Even befora the break from the Johneonites I had taken a Sour &n
vhigh, whlle Antioducing myself ae the TW solumnint, I had slao
spoken of the ook, and particularly %o this particular Hegelian -
beosuse his work in 1941 rhymed precisely with ouf® cwn diacovery
of the Early Philosophic wvorke of Marx and we gained graatly from:
thot book, Ve establisled a friendehip in MER 1953 and Quring
tha break he.wne most encourzging in asking =e to develo ny Ldssp
in following through the mannar in which I =rote the vork ss &
logtive work although he could never have dona 80, and in ae
trying to get a lishar, Thers is no doubt that hnvlngtad they
authority to upe hia name has helped in soneluding a oontbast, .
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The REB natursally discusssd thia gqueetion at every
stege in the devil=vment of the book, and partionlarly so least
fall when I gusplsted the work and kad my interviaw ahout the

 possibility of a preface, and had myself called a *nopanticigh®

" for ecnslidering that 1t 1s preolsely ths Americaen ggigigg_glggli
und precissly because 1t is ggg%§;n Amariga that is tha Mghtia
Inheritor oF the dinlestical philosophy., Tha RES felt thaS the
very faot that. there is a differenses of view und yet an admiration
fur the independenge of viow as well ae its soholarahin would

nelp the ook not merely in cales but in the volitiaally soapotl;iiaj.

world of 1deng.

“ there was originslly a mm%z the advieabilisy
of sush a prafacs on the part of one NKB altex te, Arthur, but
arftor a sorrespobdencs and clarifigation of what exect
in such n.pumiresatep, I bsligve there e no fundamental dlsagres--
ment. In sny oase, this ie the time and placs to discuas all visws,
for and against, and ccme to e dealalon on the maiter, ' "

o The final editing will be done in the next sogple of
woskXs, I we want the Ostober publieantion date, the book , in. -
© 4ta final shape and complote, xust be in the handa of the printer
. @ months befora publioation, It 1c intended that ths book ragah

the printer the third wveek in Kay, e8o pieass inform the eentar of =

your views berore that date,
' T I
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One other good pisge of newa is that s hiography of wandel Phillip#,
the great Abolitionlst, will be publighed by the same houes thig -
rall, The publisher was =0 impreesad with the Amerlcan reotc of
‘M.rxiem ae analyzed in the book, nnd as T had ocaonmion %o speak -
about 1% ornlly, that he invited aluo to write to Ths euthor of the
Phillipgabiography, all of whleh opens up new avenues of ‘cirgulstion-
n? our fdeus, -
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