- optimistic perspectives.

Nov.27,1956 .

Degr John: . _
It is 9 p.m: end thiz le the first I get to wrlte

to you gince Marcuse left Just this minute. We italked for
hours on my btook. He was 8o anxious Lo reemphasize thit he will
do everything, possible to get it published and to write ihe
introduction that he would not even begin criticizing it, until

he made the preitive Tecture of wantilng to see it publiszhed
The introduction wlll not be written until

¢lear gll over apin. .
I actuslly do have a contract, but it will be done promptly then.
It will stress the contribvution I make and the dislectical
appreach~-until I reach the “notion" of the proletariat.it will
then meke 3 criticisme: 1)firet that I romenticize the workers
instead of seeing thet "1t" too changed along with capitaliem,
that is to seay, is . satisfied insteed of revolutlionary, 2}it
will take some exceptlion to stete capltalism as a designation
of Ruseia stemming from Herx's foresight, and 3)question my
I told him he could cyiticize it to
.his heart's content, I certelinly don’t{ want sgreement, but he
kept saying “You are so excellent In handling the dialectic
except whoen you deal with the proletariat" snd “why do you so
berate the intellectual? I do not see the relationship of
theory to practice thet you do; I think theory should be the
gulde, what you cell the prescriptlon lnstead of you just walti-
4ing on the proletarist",  These professgors--but he is really
remarkable for & professor. We had & magnificent seafcood .
dinner, cockteils and all and I fear he was Bet back some §L0
or mer¢. Still I have another appointment scheduled with hix
tomorrow, He promised to go over paragraph Tor peragraph my”
tranglation since I did it from the Ruselan rather than German
.and let me knovw how I stand scholastically on that.

How on the publisher--he hgreem it is.worth waitihs

to mes 1f Lon-lon will eccept it, even if it means & couple of

nonths delay, aend that I should stall P meanwhile. 0, yes, he
be present

also proposed tlet I go to Germany in his stead to

at pome conference on Harxism this winter. I sald I wonld love
to but Goubt that I woulg be quite as acceptable, Ho already
began discussing my next book wlth me, as he I[eels he will not
vrite agein after the publication of his next, and I should
cerry on, although he disagrees with me.™ He &lso told me one
interesting point for Saul(I'll send him a  gopy of this) since
he net Rieff and told him, 0, I'm in a hurry to‘rmake an
appointment with ED, whereupon Rieff said, 0, yes, her lit.egt:
gent me & letter asking ue to reconsider and toid us she would
be in town, Period. Paragraph.BEnd of conversation, Or , as ¥,

put it “No implicatlions in this at all."

His favorite chapter remains *A New Humanismn", to
which he alsc edded that although he disagrees with my Automa-
tio~n chapter, my interpretation of the Absolute Ides in that
form rather than in the letters is “clearest“. He kept saying
"What would Father Xerx say if he lived now" end his eyes 1lit
up as to;the paragraph where Harx stoppsd in the Philosophy of
Mind and where my analysls begen. If only he could be around

some wvorkerg-—-—
An now ready to storm WY.jove,
1
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