 July 29, 1956

Ds
.

R a5r Ragi
) . : L; I've received ths two lotters you sent me from New York -~ thaey
S © o Were maoh -appreclated, ' E

o fat "I t0ld you that 1f 1t was alright with you, I would like to
. -} try to get down .auy oroblem with the chanter on the Absplute 1den be=
' ; fore I tried to writs you anything about the "beok as a whiole.” Pep-
,:j haps orie reason 18 that I somehow fesl that thins 1s the real agre of -
: . the whole thing, And that without getting that, the mset is ton easy

2T Y &4 pesd as Just a "modernization" of Marxiem, I think you know what
..t 'I mean? ' : ,

"/ Let me put it ancther way, You know, this ohapter was the lms

#o. .got. - But | : 1t wasn’t laat to you, You had abaer L3

'“;jlt{qqiqumﬁletely‘ all the e=zsence, that it was n.-yo while ym wrote
the rest,; X don't think % had, though, and ‘B0 it wagnlt with ps when . ..

l.wea.heading the rest. That is why 1%t bothered me 8o, when I did get.

the chapter and found f the last part of the chapter ae frustrating

(49 clipte
~t63und%rgtan@y

. “Wnat T 'want to do now, which will take a 1lttle fiﬁs,riﬁtfera;d
' _:the chapters ss & whole, with the basis of understanding that fivet - -
part a-little better I think, since the sonvention., = and confins’ thie

lettar i the firat part, to ase if I really have =ot ?t'a\bitlbpiter

‘NOW,

- First let me tell you that, although I nen understand your lettsr
vn the shapter (of May 18th - in case you dou't have 1t with you, I'm
eneloaing 1t - and am typing another aopy Cor mvself, because I want
, - Lo make sure that I have it with me, and you won't have +o bother abait
S "returning" 1t to me) better now than

=

I d1d when 1 first got 4t .~ never=

A ‘the.less, evan then that letter was clears: to me thar the ahapter it-

& g ’ 1 ) [ R
. gelf was, I don't mean to burden yon with "my nwn wordd%, out I ‘
R“ - thovght I would send you the notes I used when I tried to preaent the

what I got out of the chapter, but they are basad a gosd dsal, on what'
I got out of your May 18th letter, too, = I think ysu will sput resl
R eeelly ths point that was my blankewall, and which I had %o dismise by
“ 0 pimply saying "there is a great deal more in this chapter .., eto,, etel

: It wakes me blush a bit to resd that now. :

chapter for ocur own disnussion before the convention, Tliey represant,

. I reread the chapter over twice last night again, and made wyself
a few notes, Here is what I would 1ike to tell youi '

First, I would 1ike our hool to open with such & theroughgoing
direntness, that no-one sould uwisunderstand, r rfaAl to see the con-
' crete imporfinne of underatanding it - not ae ' igtersating’ but as "vitalld j
. for our ggy. The "Intpodustion and Zonalusisn® in the Outline of ~
S Contenta we reneived with the chapters is a stntsment such as that, Ex- '
Cooerh acept that I would like to eee thers right ut the Yeglhning, in black
oo and white, the definitian of philosophy as & total autlook, =z thinking
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view of thlnpgs. And the nesd for a total pnilosophy today surpassing
all previns need, becguse the gorisis 1s so total today. .37 18

- . There 18 one thing at the end of that, introdustion that botlers
me Just a little, Where you 827 the neople will denide what they

'will decide. Dut the theorsticlarsoznnot svfade thelr takk, and must
nriean the cobwebs ocut of thelp enpirie living from hand to zouth.

- I fael soushow that something mura should be added, right at
the beginningz. To make elear that this ia not a buck written jJust tor
inteliectusls or theoretielans, hut for workars sbave all, Not be-
sauge workars have to "elean the cobwebs out of any euniric 1iving"
as the thaoreticians - but bonause it 1s theip activity and thair
thinking which are maeting the needs of the age - and beasuse they
are the inheritors of all the past and present and the creators of
the future, iAnd are searching for the total phllosophy,while they
ars l1ivinz 4t ang ereaving the new, {That 1a perhapsa very poorly
-put, I hope you will znecw what I mean, though,)

7 oo Bhen = aftar that 15 made quite elsar, right from the start,
- ATEER would Jike o go to what you state in the letter of Xgy-18th,. -
an“knbw;'I,gnt;pdsitivbly axcited about ths ldea of rewrliting the
- Tirst part aa "“he Age of Hevolutions" - Industrial, Soclzl-Politicsl, :
- .and Intellectual, It gives a new dimension to all the material =
the totality of 4t, right from the etart, sc that all the material
‘that- was included in the chapters.on Clgasical Polltieal Eeonomy
dome .alive and sort of "rall into plage" 1in the pieture of what was - o
happenéng, and What psople were gaing through, and what the"thinkers"
were living through { I don's have mosyu of the chapters here .40 go
‘over, we have not been 2ble t4 asllent all of them yeta - 8o T oun't
reread those firast chapters we got, and will have to go on my mem¥ory.
But' I will confess tao you that when I reai them, they were not slive
" to me, I "waded" through them, beocause I was anxlous to get to iLhe
next part on Mavxism, They ware not glive like the chapter on the .
Paids Commune and the offect on Marx, not one-tenth so slive as_ the
chapter on the Frenah Revolution and the 27{ent on Hagml, You know -
what T mean? But when you get the goncept of the "Age of Revolutians"
amd 1t is alear that "revolution” means complete change, and that it
encompasses all of life= the aaonomin way man lives, the sscial
fornes thut EFTaa, the ef'fect on the way, or the shaping of the way
man thinke = then 1t lives Pop YOou, As I say, I can't really re=
member muoh of these firet chapters, but I am sure that they would
bsoome alive, in that new introduntion of "opening the modern worla
with the revolutions whiech 1sid ite foundations snd pesed the quastisns
a8 well of the ultimate developmeni whinh we are now living through,"

Now to the chapter itself., I "ate up" the first pari. . There
were gdome parts whers I felt thati too much was helng compressesd into
too little space = you %now, the"old problen”" of trying 4o inalude
ts0 many ideas all in oqe naragraph? = but though I confess that that
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worrles meﬂ-sometimos, along with worrying about whéther oup
worker friends will be tled Up by the unfaniliar woris ep "brg
: Woras® sae they ars often calied = I really felt that thoge vages
RS " breathad, aad that anybody could get the point, regardless of whether
T he underatood all the words or net, Ferhaps that was banuuge i1t wan

L B2 conarests - 2 dascriptisiz of the revelution, ete, = I d9n't know,
- ‘ But I do know that '

Just the description alone, would not have
88N 89 excltlng, withay

t seelng the "dizlsatia® in ite . And what
‘made 13 even sasier to "abatract" fpr

om the afimple description, was
that though fhe personnel or ocast of characters has, ehanged today,
the prinaiples that Were there in thst revaolution, could Le seen
On an aven higner asale 1n Just what 1s khbpenini: today with the
,&utomation-wnldcata-againat‘the lahap bureavaeracy. That 1s one
reafon why those paces breathed,

S0 that, although to tackle Begel's Philosophio Prineiples, R
s i3 2 more difficuilt thing to "get" than the pages. that preseded it - -
o] evertheless, I feel that, 4if they XEMXRANK wers presented in suah
. & .vay that the resdap could app1¥ them te hiig life today (vhioh 1s
- "theé point of the whole task, 1sn't 1%} they, toc, Wwourld bscome
"olaar.to'sqe*and granb, : - _ : !

L I,dqﬁ?t‘know Just how to rut 1t, Byt what T mesn %o that T .
- Xnew you tave to work harder .

' { -to gét an abstract ¢onoeption, than to’
‘22t 2 ‘sonorets exanple, But that doss

_ - n't mean that an -abstract
Bsoneention ian 't understood by applying it to yourr oonarestie undepr-
- Btanding, does 1t ' -

. At any rate, 1t was right there at the bottom. of page 4 that

I met my blank wall, I may uow be'nversimplyfying 1t, but I think
.1 know what the first aifrfieulty was, It is the at first "abatrgat-
.7 nens® of the very word "sbsolute.” Maybe I hag been thinking of
' * eertein conceptions that Xore really 1t, but I didn't know that that
~was vhat was meant by "Absolute,” 1 don't think 1t has to be thas
abstrast, And I think 1t woulq help to dlapel that "myatloalnesa" or
abstractness .op 1lusivenoss of the term rignt avay, %What I mean 1ls
thia: An you letter of May 18th in the senond paragraph, you say
".iothe dialeatic of the FR 333 was that 1% wag 5 procege of de-
velopment, a contant dvercoming of eontradietion, vou didn't get
i L& 2t one rull 8WpDp but through,, f0umtrade
dietionsa,, ,eta, o Tresdom,

o, or iLhe absolute That is elear to
me now, And in the cRaptsr 1 tsddr on page you write "gj]
these contry

dictione resolve thamselyes 1 the Absolute,” "Ang then
you go on %o liat the varioug "

5 abaolutes" a8 various "unities", That
o 18 a bit clearsr to me 10w, too,

But I really had to dig an awful
lat to trr and get that pueh of an understanding of what the term
"Abasolute" really means,

“hat I ses now (I hope I an wetting 1t) 18 that what Hegel meant :

ry of that ulti %Ving 0{ the oontradlotions, and - L
¥ of man that y mate Abaolute would be & a i

freedom, not 11d be Freedon - tme

hinve, but someth!ag yoy A,

And that what ig meant by saying that we live in the "age ar

e absolutes” 1s that all the contradictions are ac total by today, that i
'“jﬁ" in overaoning them, we are really on the threshold ‘s that Freedon,
i =22
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But I Just plain got last in all those pages from 4 right thru
to 8, and ever going through them again now, I find ideas that
stick sut for ne, hut they are lost in everything else, ‘

B } , as luportant tu me
: I'd 1ike to send you what Iunderlined/in the chapter as I
re-read it; and vhat I question-marked bacavce I Just gouidn't get
i.'tr- ' '

- There 18 something else that bothered me, I think, On page
4, the firet part of part II begina with Three false approaches to
Hegol, First of all, it is very h-rd for me to understani what {he
three are, I finally deaided that they must be l-Russian Jommunism
&8 & ververalsh of Marxism inte vulgar materislism by inslsting that
Hegel i2° just gibberish without Marx, 2= Academio Hegelianism as
" keeping "the peovet' of Hegel to themselves, %= lodern Intellectusls -
-as.making it appllicable to any side of the argument., Well, I don't
Jknow Lt that 18 the threefold false approach .or not, for sure, But
-.gomehow I don't see "three', Somshow it sesms 1ike ene, to me3 nng-

na—

‘that the falsensus of the approaches, whatever the varintions s bolis

down to failing or refusing to see Hegel's philosophy, or Dlaleatlos -
.88 being a total thilesophy, apolicable to all of history, and to ‘

oMr own sge, above all,

But whether that mesns I don’t understand it or not, the octhep
thing that bothers me 18 that I was plunged headfirst into the argu-
wmente with those who dlsagree, before I knew what it was they wers -
disagreeing with, I the "false anprazches" are to be dealt with,
it would mean a lot more te me to Tirst have atmted s 0ot the false
appvoaches, but the right approach, Your aoproach. o
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“hiatery from hia philoseophy,

Then, 1f I understcod 1t bhetter, I would want to go into the
terminology a bit ~ gnd the term "Absolute" most ol ail,
sequence of hie works, aand what you say anout the aeqessity to non-
sider them "as a uwrcle," The fact thay freedom was the animating
splrit of all hia works, and the aense that freedom i3 not aomothing
you have, bul something you zre; the idea that freedou la something
man bhas to flght for; the idea that the nrooess cof constantly over—
coming the contradictions is the development of man, to the flmal
attalnment of true "freeion” as a dimension sf hiz being - his full

develsopm~nt,

Y¥ou know, I gui out the notes I tuok when you werr hare on tour
and spoke ‘ust 1o Andy and me, They make a 1ittle nsre sense to ae
now, Here is the way you summarized his wosks for us:

1~ Phenomenology — Abasclute knowlrz is the joining of hic

2- ‘Sclence nf Logian = Abhsolute Idea l= thé’juining of the

-5~

You have brought the reader Up to the reorganization of
‘philosovhy by Hegel, under the impact and the challenge of the
French Revolution. The new way of knowlng = aelf-activity, the
X ) dialectie, the movemsnt of it, the constantly
ddveloping proessc of overcoming contradletion in onder to move

- S _ the totality of
 Now X want tc be able to really grasp/Hegel's philoscphy =
the egsonnce of 1t, Maybe I'm asking that 14 be handed to me on
a eilver platter, without sny work on my part, I don't know.
I would Jike for anybody, whether he has ever read a word of Hegel
or not,to be able to aes the vitality and urgenoy of understanding

it =89 that he can_read the rest with that sclid foundation,

: Xpu know, I dldn't understand the final parsgraph of your May 18
~letter, where you sald"the dimlectic camnot be ceparated from the
.Absolute ‘for: 1% 1s ths method of the Absclute.

;! If e% this day and
:age;you think of ahsolute only as thought ...ete.”

I alde’t know much,
neaden't assure you, but I certainly just from all you have baen
“trying to get over to us in the past years never thought of absolute
‘only ‘ag thought, or as separate from dialsetlc. I didn't know Just

Twhat-tﬁg?}were; but I knew they weren't amsparate, So?I Just didn't

‘ " The “reascn I think of that paragraph now, 18 because I few
right away, right-thers, when you go intc part IT "The Hegelian Dia-
leatls" 18 whore a-gtatement of whati Hegel's Ausolute was Lelongs,'

S oo Mhen I tried %0 get At down right for wyself, the way I would.

.~ put 4t noy 17 I had to present the chapter again for a discusstion, it
. -oomea to me thls way! Hegsl was tracing the devlopment of thought,
and used .some head-oracking abntrant terma - but the applicability

‘of - hls ‘method and his ldeas gies baycng his own vse of them,

- ape not confined %2 thought-procese aslone.
- how he applled the princlples) And Hegel himuelf dld not separate

: Fer avery stage in the deveclopment of _
‘theught thore is a ocorresponding stage in the develspment of the

‘world, Hegel's pringiples YE¥E, brought out of thelr abstractions,
have. apnllcabllity and meaning for every epoch,
something to contribute to glve them new meaning.

(Mhat Marx critioclsad, and.

And every epoch haa
Cure most of all.




. ‘the

3«Fhil, of Mind ~ Hew sorlety 1a Absclute Mind, There have
' been scoieties whlch had freed

" . peing free. .
4= Phil, of Religinn = the anaver to

- o and "titles"
Unlesa the termo/snd terminology are pud 1
Htranelated" a bit, you just get kind of lost,
got lost im. %ha® middle.paragraph

same gsequense in the chapter,

. I mean that %o state that abstract as were the worde he may have
& loglc of a nev soolety, the full

al, through the ultimate unifying
rnow I'm getiing into ahstract
4rying to say 1s that I want the
mise what 1t means for us,

and the new snelety tomorrod -
tant proéess going on in

used, Hsgzel posed in- reallty th
dsvelopment of the saclal indlvldu
of what were apparently dlvisions
gibberish, I'm:afrald) - =all I'm
1dea. ot the Absolute down so nobody can
unity of theory and practlce tcday,
 ‘not.ag & BEltout of the klus, but a cons
1ife avery Elnute of gur lives.

is "the vislon-of-the future."

~ Then %o go into the "false approaches" has meaning, too. Not so
‘muoh to understand the -false approaches,
juet servea to MEOEE sharpen your understanding of tha
I-think, what 1a really neant by aaylng
8 offiolal Marxism hiae repested 1it,
final paragraphs of the chapter,

Then,. tno, you can understan
‘MMarx stoed Begel on nils fee

but az you have explained i1t in the

[}

T don't know = I ve probably
A0es. and maybe this~won't make
doesn't, at least you will be able to 3aee where
off the track, And maybe svsn that would help you some.

I do know that T want to understand it.
18 serious to be able to understand i,
think it's the ideas that are diffioult
far nore the words and the cloud of
tc be penstrated to get to the ideas,

I feel that you perhaps assume that the reader knows the material

you uss for your subject matter
assumed he knew nothing exaept "ths faets of 1ife."

om, "contrzgted to

"iha'ﬁarty?“-

nto scme "order" and
I'm afraid, 1like I

sn page 6, vhera you went into ths

me 4o the paragraph that:
thi s most orgginal thinker-
' ge ia the’

S Tieu amey that 15-vhat gives meaning to
" "ayery ‘epoch has had sowething to lsara fon
© 7 aes-80metRANE to” aontribute, and cure mest of all... our a
. ege of gbeolute opposites... etao.” ' : B 3
Yt Yhen yautve get held of something like. that idea, the namez of
.2ll-those works and the ferminology don't scare you.
‘“they are "big. words" for some very easy-to-undars
I think' workers would understand tb
ien't some .term you wish you un

You. can ges that .
tand ideas-(at least

¢ 1deas easily.) 4nd "Abzclute”
tood what the helli 1t meant,

Which we aceept as "the new aoc

but bLecause the false spproach
“plght approach,

assumed I understood more than what I
any sense at all to you. But 1f it ’

I am still confussd and

And X want any worker who
and himeelf, batter.
‘to understand - I think it's

"ahetractness” about them thet havs

as well as you do, I would rather you
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" _‘-Ahhfaiove'nll, I ag almeet positive that thias: chapter ig the
< most-laportant of all the oK - the orux, the springbosrd, the
- key, -And I want, almoat desperately, for A% to bé glesr-te anycne,

“I'nops T haven’t burdsned you with a lot of talk, T esuldn't
guy 1t more Wriefly, because I don't understand it yet that weli,
o 1.1 TR : ) ‘ S

: V-f”éooqiiﬁﬁk; 806G weather, and do try to get soms reat sven with
~.. your mammoth'.sasignment, : ' : : ' :

Love,




_I'like the 1dea. For one thing it makes very olear the

trus meaning of the word "rrvolutionary. Thers aie & lot of

:suoialiam" - meana men with bombs, Thay pretend 1t neans. rorce and

oy -What 1t deoes mean 58 Bimply a complate- changes.
'violence and killing. Thet 18 not what 1t means o/ Though uhOBQ
: forece and violsnce)

“thlnsa aomemimes accompany 1% - espeoially when thoaa who try to

a ahanga basin to use the forece and violenoe. That 19 whatfhaa been

happening down South whers the whits supramaoita axve usang ﬁnrua

\




While the wond revolutionary dpos not 1m 1; e aingle E
R

aving tu dn with forca and’ violence -~ 4% meana purel, y ann

worﬁrinvolved 1n tha birth or canitalism. Tho Industrial

He Tndustrial. Revolutio;i_' '_v'e'g.s : jtﬁq,;:' ‘agﬁga :t’-'.hziif?th

N

1n society.
" By tbat the Industrial Revolution actually laid the basis far
the Soutal Revolutione that followed. For -when the great wasaea sr

the people were thrown togpther in the cit*ea, whare antirely new




) ery,way:o 'thinktng or ths philosopners. That 13 uhat

B! how mode:n society ‘was beginning to form. But he saw that

:1t ‘was_ & soolety whioh was £illed with oontr'adictiona.

on the mean*ng uf the word ' philoaopny = Il give my dcrinitio

-
LRI

Thers ‘were many great writera and philosophors or fhinkersn




'agraemant thuy c.m.ld all. ba wor'lmd out. Everybody was to mzve

a.x, throush evercoming: t.ho aontradintiona.

‘ Now he did not coma to thia 1dea by dreaming it up, mm
He Game to him sonelusions from seeing what people were actually doing i)
mm:xmmm Hia writings are extrsmely a.batraat and dlffioult Bt
—t.o read a.nd ,undarata.nd for most people, He wrote for philﬂBOphet‘B
: ‘and not rur ordinary paopla - that. was one of the main things that _
Marx lator oriticized him for, although Marx based himaeJr aampletaa.yA
" on Hegel 8 1dean, But abstract as were the words he actually wrnto
" -they were based on wha.t wag actually.happaning in his world, e.nd R

‘:thOy ha.ve maa.nins ﬂ 1n understanding them t‘nat wWay.




w"cing %o degraao and oporess tha workera. But he did notlhve

kept thé peasanta 1n feudal bondage to their maaters. The non;s=
'ditiona rinally reached a polnt where they simply exploﬁed. The
aasants Tross up and refused to pay thelr taxes, burned deeds,
ftook.ovar the mansions, In the cities, where none ‘of the ordinary
']peuple had aver heen able tonﬁave a vo*ce in thelr own governmenta,
the people rormed oommittees and elubs and communea. Those who
-had never had any experience et that sort of thing before, ovqrnight
beoamo spokeaman and orgsnizers, And they took over the governmentﬂ

and created the idea of "democracy."

Now the whole point is that before the revolutisn étartéd,-‘

‘"ftha ordinaxw peopla had no well—thousht-cut ideas of direct demouraoy'
' Neither did anyone else = least of all the big philosophers. But

L

‘hfn the vary act of do;_s 1t, demoorady was born..ﬁ(quote rrom p.3)

S | T izie6




ri@‘b. now. How thrnugh thalr own axoarj.ence-s, t.hu mlnora are

,.‘_.t.he Rev; the masses ha.d their r'evclutinna.ry 1ea.dera. Bt.t. a8,
tho Ravp prcgmseed WME and t.ne

1ea.ders wore sent to repreaent. them in the. a.esembly, the poople

we.n'bed to do more than vhat the leaders’ aia. ‘They wantgg_ full -

oitﬁ.zanahi’p and full. rreedum. The l‘eadera opposad. And"thé

mgsaea found tha.t they had to use thu:lr oommitteeﬂ to fight
their awn leadars. '




It '.fas aaid hy a tnan named Var.l.ot

am happening with the loa ors a.nd tho reprcaa-:t" ves

'peopie who as,t .'m tha Legisla.t.ure and taked big and

1'ed-_philoaophy and Bet it on. a new roundation. B‘ut Hegal..

the per-iod 1n which he 11ver1. " He gaw the contradictions, a.nd
that: man thnsugh hia own activ.lty woulg ha.ve to . overcome them -
' A:order to develop 1nto a truly free human being, But ha omlald ,
‘ developed enough to energe -

:not a.u‘"ally aee the worker the ordinary nerson, ?mady to challa.ngo
the whole aystom. That. 13 why, politically, he woupd up approving
a buraa.unra.tin state to rule over the eontradiections. ‘ _
4 : Ma.'rx, on the othar ‘mnd sould ses the worker crea'c.ing something

that 1t Ihy it 18 84id that
"/ new for himaelf, And, while he based hie ideas on Hegel, he stood

Hegel NN right side up, KA LD S MRNN LT,
- ‘ I d—’f:',f ot . -
: mn:x _#arx had to ,Mﬁq degelﬁror his own timee. Learning -

from the 11fe he eav all about him, as he went along, 30 each

senaration must do the sa.me. It is not eno.ugn to ‘Just keep re~

1




1sm,

Nhgro Btruggles down South Rusaian totalitarian

Mhnx aid_it constantly ror hia 339,

i

developinEHhis




