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Part I - Pranclatostp Introductory Noto

Lonintg Ehilosonhie flotahooks waure wvritton at the time the
helocaugt of World War I mnde o shanblea of the world in genoral
and of tho "vangunrdt {ofizial Hazsiom) in warticulsr. Tt saa
&t thin eritical voint in Lintory that Lenin felt comuelled to
etudy Hegolly clongs of Lorie,. '

- "Far from bolng an ovarion of the political tagks of the
bonont, it wag g Tecognition that tho tipg denanded infinitely,
he more countursonition of o Correct wolitical policy
egainat & wrong Political policy, The German Socigl Demoeracy,
tha greateot Partfor tke Socond, Intermtioml,_ voted war creditg
to tha Taiger, Tonin thought the paer which announced this &6~
tion to bo & forgory, Once it wag froven fo be fact, he felt 14
hecesoary to oxmmine the vhilogophic foundations of official

Marxigm,

- Zhowa Fotohosks mark the gat divide in Marxiom.” 4g
Lenin put i, "It 14 impoasible fully to grass Marx'c Cawital
and esgooclally ite firgt chaptor if you have a0t studied ang
nderstood the whole of Hogolls Logie, Consoquontly, none of
the Marxints for the vast 3 centuny have undergntosd larxin

o With this now vhilosovhie grocy Lonin sxamined the Sconomic
basa- for the transformtion snte oxdosite of competition into

onopoly, and of & stratun of the working class into ati'ariut:ocra—,,
€y of labor! His otudiog of Imverialism and State and Bevelution,

oslation of the remarks wvaich Lenis rade to
as he studicd Hegalls Science of Lo ic end Bistory of
EPhilosovhy 1g made from fha fugoian, as »ublished from Lenintg -
by the Mary-Engolo-Lenin Instituta, first in 1923,
Lonin usad & Gorman efition. To make it engior
& referenceos tg Hegel, the
tranglator hag uscd the standars English adition, Al1l Fige numbers
cited horein refer to Hegel's Scienco of Legie, tranelated by -
Johnston and Strutharg, Macl11lan Co,, lg2g, S ,
I zade the rough ¥ranalation of Leninta Natebooks in 1948,
but conld find no publigher for thom, The Communiota have g colm
cent ¢f tho "backvardnesg of the American workers" apg have noi
intoroat in raking thase available to the American reador, fThe
radicals wore no different from the capitalist or Communigt rub-
lichers and the translation ronained wpublished for.7 more yearg,
¥hilo it is impossivle to Taproduce the wholo toxt as it ig a baok
ting mainly of Hegel's writings, T 4o bolicve
o deserve study by thenselves and arg cura to
utim'ixlato tho readerg to &6 to the full te;
Hogolig Scionco of Logic, Ha
the historic documont in thy
Amorican nublie, '

Whore Lonin, in 1915, could keop hig shilesophic dlocevoriag
ia privatg notecbooke, wa canniet do 6o .4n the 19508, It d1d not
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" matter in 1915 bacause by 1917 the Russian workers had, in actwality,
tranaformed the old erder. 3ut now that Russis, far frem boing a
workers' ctato, 1o shc greatest tyranny on carth, wa have to fnco
the question that ic in averyono'o mind: whot hagpene AFTER workers
gein power? Are wo always to bo confronted with a labor bureauverasy?

/In 195Q, undor the impact of tho minora! sirike, aparied by
automation (tho continuous miner), I returnod activaly to the writ-
. ing of a boock on Marxlsn:, which I now culled "the Lenin book" bo-
eauge I ccncoivad Lenin's Y¥otehocks an contral to it, I vanted &
sorkor presont at tho oral pracontation of thoe thesis, The whelo
point was that unloss tho most profound ideac of Marx wore exyrosond
so directly that the average worker could unjarotand, it would have
logt all its purpese for the new imoulees can cowo from nowhers but
cut of the otrugglas, thinking, and agpirations of the working
clega ~— osZecially tho American workers, :

v Our oga has oo matured that'we must besin wlth the workers
thomsolves participating in the working out of the philosophic,

that 4o to say, total oublook, That ig the roazon the recont so-
ries of lecturas have beon undertalen beforo the writing of the book..
+ .~ Just'ms thero is no acsurcd cuccess to practice, ve thers

18 ne royal road to ¥mowledze. Nothing 1s aver sainsd by ran excepl
through laber and struggle and pationco. But for the roader vhe has
tho yationce and gravples with those Philonovhic Notobtooks, all -
gorte of now vistan will unfold, It io high time to whbolich the
division botwoon Tthéeretical loaders” and the Urank and file".

The truth is that the workers, in their etrugglie for a new soclety
thoso pact ‘decaden sfince tho death of Lenin, have gone & greator
distancs thooretically ae well than the ‘salf-stylod theorsticians.

" Mho philosophors have intorprated the world in various
vays, "wrote tho young Marx in his Thosas on Feusrbach, 'the

point, howaver, ie to change it." Tonin in hig Noteboolss rolates
Hogol and Marx: "Undoubtedly vractice in Hogol stands as a link-
in the analysis of tho »rocets of cognition and preclaely as e
trancsition to the objective {"abasolute", according to Hognl)

truth, Marx, consequontly clinzs $o Hegel, introducing critoria
of practice into tho theory of ¥nowledge, Cf: Thaeos on Fougrbach, ?
The maturity of our agoe is shown in thig, that there i¢ not only &
movement from theory to practice but from oractice to theory, It
ia to those workors who rafuse to let "tho loadere® do the thinking
for them that thic is dedicated, ‘ '

November, 1955 Dotyroit, Micnigan
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Part II ~— An Exchange of Lottors on Hogolis Abzoluts de

Whon the great Gorman -:bileaop‘xn., Hogol, roachod the ond of
‘hig SCIEFCE OF LOGIC, and catitled tho finnl chaptor, The Absoluta
Idea, he suddonly bogan to »celizo that wndor that tent wll his
thilanothic encmice and all aurts of roligion, including the worship -

" of tho- goldcn calf. would try to find a hidirg placo. Ho thorofore

uamod.:

: WhonTe g corte. nly poosiblo to indulge in o vagt amount af
scnsoless declamtions about tho ideca absoluto. DPut ite truo con-
tont- 10 only the vhole systom, of which wo have voon bithorto

‘ omining the dovolopmont,"

i

“"How tho truc contont of what tho writer of tho prosent exchango
of lottorn wag doaling with was & etudy of werkingelass struggles ond
vorkingelace thought ag thay appoared in histery and wora snalyzod by
Marx and es thoy appoar in tho daily lives of workers nowadsys. But
tho ereatost 1llumination of theso struggles in ihe yosr 1953 wea

- thrown by & roading of Hogel's Abmoiute Idea, which the prosent

writolr ddentificd with a concept of tho now society end tho struggl
for totu.'.'. froodon,.

A now cra of gtrusgls. for froedom had coz‘tainlv ononed 1n t‘m
yoar: 135} “That was tho year of Stalints death on tho. one “hard,. and
the Fast German Rovolt, on tho other hand, Thls was followed 'within’
a fow weoks Yy a revolt in tho slave labor campa of Vorkuta ineide
Rugsie itnolf,. Olearly, Stalin's death symbolized the beginning of
tho end of totalitarianlsm, . Wo leaped. gonerations ajgead when the
workers in . gatellite country and those in the slmve labor camps
took mattore into their own hands, Tho two new pages of hiastory
flluminatod tho rosd to a now secioty by answoring in tho affirmastive
what had preoccupied both tho avorage man on tho street and the
philoasopher in his ivory tower: Can fan da freo in thia ago of
totalitarianiom?

In a conse the 1953 Xuropesn strugzlos hed boon anticivated
in Amerdca in 1950 with tho groat mirers strika, A now ora 9
in production had beon oponed with the Tirast soricus introduction
of avtomrtion in the form of tho continuous miner, Undor its
impact there was sloo born & now atbtitude to theory,

From the firct industrial revolution, the newly-torn factory
proletariat gainoed the impulso to otrugglo for the shortening of
tho werking day, and thoreby established a now philogoshy. "In
vlace of the vomoous cateloguw of the 'inalienable rign..s ol mant,
Marx wroto in higs groatest thooretical work, CAPITAL, "comez the
modost Magna Charta of a legally limited working-day, which shall
mako clear 'when the time which the worker solls ig ondod, and whon
hic own begics,! What a distanco wo have travelledl™

The progont industrial revolution of automation wag being
tranglated tha world over into a pow humanigm, Hovor have they poded
tho question more clearly ac not boing onc ne of watorinl vosceusions
nor annual wagos, Mt of conditiont of labor and a fundamontally now
woy of life, Without thioc universal philosephic form, stato capital-
ism ag a tondoncy would romain economict and incomplato,
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e mLninst Although' tho loadoers of ths phatn capitalist:tbondency hed boeon .
<7 rea¥ing for yosrs that we live in an ago of absolutem, that the tank
“ % 70fs tho:theoroticiana was the werking out matorielistically. of Hogolls
pepidast; chaptor on The Aboulute Iden, - we ware maanble te rolate the daily
nygisetruggloe of rihe workors to thig total. .concoption, . Tho .maturity of
Li¢rour-ago, on tho othor hand, dipcloaod 1tacls in the fact that, with
reu Butomation, the workerm bogan to quostion tho very modo of laber, .
noThous thoy bogan %o moko conereto, apd theroby oxtonded, Marx's Pro-
foundost concoptions, The intormost corg of the Marxien dislectic,
7.+ around which cvorything turng, ip that the trannformation of socioty
L7 muat bogin-with the materiel life of ;¥horproducor, -that is, tho
) e T P ST LI .
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LRI+ 3 L g the Troparatlons te ;npme-cut with a paper
i crthat-wonld be & breal from all Trovious rediesl papors, I turned
to philosophy and saw,in the Abeoluto Idoa, tho -troakdown of the

.: divigion botweon theory and mractico——tho movément to Sutal fruedem,

S . Vhat was nov wag that thora was movomont {a dialectic) not.
. 8lone in the dovolopment from theory to practice, but'from mractice
v to_thoory, ‘That, in asBonce, wag tha glst 6f tha lotters to Hauser,

the philosopher-designato, who, after domurring a day or so, camo

“back with hor usual hyvarboele: PI think that.thesc notos roorosont

our . Fhilosophic Notobaoks, comparable to thcse of Lenin -in 1915,

- Johneon, tho’ tituwlar foundor of the atato cagitelist tondency,
.. ~howovor, had othor idoas, Ho nover Yothered %o infoim anyone wiab
theso ware, However, ho wes vory active in eooing that no onc ig
.~ movad by those ideas on practica contzined in the letters on tha
‘abdoluto idom, Whon Havsor came to hin with enthusizsm for all the
. "digcoveries” I had mado, ho mnaged to ghut hor up., That was not
. %oo hard te do,’ What had proviously boon a literary clique mow
bocamo a philosovhic clique. Yo one olse had & chance to geo these
- lotters, ‘

- Tho tituler hoad of. tho state eapitelist tondency failed to
grasy the new stege of vroduction and tho now gtage of workore ro-
volt. Ho could not do go becausa ho waf altogother vrooccupied

- with proding tho "social narsorality" of "original characterc! and
-the "uniquonoss" of tho great liteary writer and the greater- iitoerary
critic, The now humanien of the great Eeoct Gorman Revolt played a
sccondary tole to the humanism of "tho groat writer", That along
chould have called for the mbolition of tho dlvision botwaen
"theoroticel leadors® and "the rank and filie", It io high timae tc
abolich that division 23 woll ag the division botwaon "tho ingidoM
and "tho outeida, Whilo tho form in which tho ideag first avolved
in the mind of Yuc author are rough and cven abgtruse, no stago in
tho avolution of the book necod be kopt private, Thooo notos erd
thoge lettors arc being publishod for all who arc intorosted, .




