
' ! 

._,,. 

• 
Pn.i-t I - Tranalntori o Introductory Not_o 

.. . L'onin'a ~looophi$J !~~t.!!_boo!rG wa••o \lri ~ten at the tiJ'Ie tho 
holoca1111t of Wo:rld ll<~r I u:r..do a sl-.amblcs of the world in general 
and of tho "~d• (o!~;oial 1-!a:r:.:iom) in :l!u•ticUU.r, It """ 
at,•thia cr1t1C<\l l>oint in l:.intory tlut Lenin felt com:pell.ed to 
ot\ldy Ucgol'o Sclonoo of Lodg,_ 

'li'nr from 1>o1rig an ovaaion of' the political taako of the · 
momon~, it W&o a recognition that tho time demacded infinitely. 
mora than the c:o<e countar;,JOsition of n co1·ro!'t political ;policy 
D.gainat a ..,.ong P<>litical :policy, !!'he Gorman Social Democrac~, 
tb" grce.toat -po.rtJof tho Second International,, voted. ~o~ar crod1to 
to the l'.ttioor,. Lonin theught tho :pa.:;er wich acnounced this ac­
tion t<> bo s. forgery, Once it \ao proven to be fact, he felt it 
nocoa~ to oxnmino the l>biloso;phic foundations of Qffici~l Marxism,_ 

:r,hoon }.'otoboeko IIIIU'k the great divide in ~farnam,· Ao 
Lenin put 1t, "It 1a im:possiblo fully to gras;;> l'.arx1 ~ C..·>ital 
and oo:poois.lly ito first che.ptor 1f you have not studied and 
Ullder-.tood tho wale of l!~ol•o Lode,, Cononquontly, none of 
the HB.rx1ato !or the :PD. at .t, Cd!i'CU.""'Y ;ha~e 11ll:tternto~d l~x~ n 

. . W~th this no<t 'Ohilosollhie ;:ra.ap Lonin 'ammined the economic 
baoo· for the tranoi'ormotion ~nt~ o:l!)Ooi te of competi t1un into 
taonopaly, arid of a strnturn of the \'mrking cla.oo into ati· ariotocra"':', 
cy of labor: Hio otu~ios ~! Jmoerialiom and State and Revolution, 

Tho.prooont trauolntion ot the remnrko which Lenin ~ada to 
him•olf as he studied Hcgol'o Seionce of Logic and History of 
Philoao'Ol»! 1a ma~.o fl'"om thd liuooian,· sa ;-ubliahed from Lon1n

1 
o 

handwriting b,y tho Varx-Engolo-Lonih Inotituto, !irot in:l927, 
and &gain in 194?. Lenin uood a .Gorman ofition. To !Wee it' caoior 
for tho Engli oh roo.dor to follot-r Lenin r s references to Hegel, tho 
trllllu1ator hna used tho ctandorc Englioh edition, All J.>'ge numbcra 
cited heroin rotor to Hogoll G Sci en co of !logic, tranolatcd by : 
Johnaton and Struthara, l·laof.!illan Co., 1929, . 

I mad.o tho rough 'rano1at1on of Lenin' o Notebgnko .in 1948, 
but could find no publiohar for thom, The C¢mmuniota Mve a con-. 
capt f.,f the 

11
-backw.rdnoGo ef the American workoro 11 and ha.ve n"~ · 

1a.toroat in ~king 'hooo available ~o the American re~dor, !!'he 
rndicnlu wo~o no different from the· capitali~t or Communist pub­
liahora and tho trnnalation- roo:a.ined un;?ubliohod fOr -7 more yea.ro. 
~~ile it is i~poosiblc to reproduce the whole text aa it ic a book 
unto 1toolt', consisting n:ainly of l!ego1'o writi~gs, I do bolia•ro 
thnt Loninlo re~:~~~rko dcsorvo study by therusolven and ce ouro to 
at11!1U1ato tho rnadoro to go to the full text by Lenin no >~ell ao 
Hngol

1
o Scionco ot' Logic, l!onoo tho decision at least to mimoogre.ph 

tho hiatoric docwoont in thic !Qrm and thuo make it ~vnilablo to tr.e Amorico.n ;:>ublic, · 

Whoro Lonin, in 1915, could koop hia ;hilr.so~~io ~~ocevoriou 
in private notcboor.o, wo cannot do oo in tho 1950s, It did not 
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mat tor .in 1915 boc.-.. uso by 1917· the Russian worker a had, i!1 act\lS.li ty; 
trann!o1•mod thO old (lrdo·r. 3ut no"' that Rusoia, · fo.r from baing o. 
workera1. state, ia the crcatoat tyJ.•an.ny 01l oa.rth, ,..A have to foP..CO 
tho question thn.t ic in everyone I o mind: \lhn.t he.:ppono A'.F'l'SR workoro 
gain power? J-ro w alwa.ya to bo ~onfrontcd with a. ~o.b~r burca\lCracy? 

;In 1951\.o uncl:or th? impact 9! tho m!nora' otriko, oparkod by 
automs.tio!l (t.lio continuouo minor), I roturnod activol)• to tho writ­

' . ing of a book on Marxism, 'olhich I now called •the Lenin book" be-
.· ' ....... ··cause I ccncoiV"ld L!!ninl s Noto'bouks an. central to it. I "'untod a. 

worker l)resont a.t tho _oral yrncontation ·of tho thoa1!J• Tho Wolo 
point was that unloso tho most profound 1daac o! J(a.rx wero er,Jrossnd 
so directly that the avorago worker eould urulorotand, 1 t would have 
lost all ita purpose' !or· tho n8w ifD!Nlses car.. co111o free no\lher.o but 
out of tho otrw.tglao, thinking, and aopirations of tho working 
olasa - os,acialcy _ thO American workorn, 

· . Our ai:o ~· oo m..t-.:.rod that ·we must.~ with the wor.kcra 
thomsolvoo participating in tho working out of tho pbilooopbic, 
that is to say, total ·outlook, That is tho roa•on the recant se­
l"ioe o!.locturos be"TO b'oon undortakon beforn t.he writing of the book~ 

Just'&a thoro is no· ao~~~d cuccosn tO practice, oo thore 
is no royal· road to knowledge, Nothing is ovor gainea by·man except 
through labor and otrugp;lo and pationco. But for tho roacl.o::- ttho .hao 
th~ patiOnce Bnd gra~JPlos with: thoea Philono"lhic Notobooko, all 
sorts of now viatao will =fold, It ia high time to uboliob tho 
division botw~Jn t!thCorotical' loadora" and the llrA-'lk o.."'ld :iile". 
~he t~uth is that the workers, in their etrUgr,1o for a now oociaty 
those paat 'docadoa Since th9 death of Lenin, have gone a gruator 
diatanc:~ -thoorotically a.B well than tho ool.f-stylod t~eorot!oiano • 

. "!rho pb~losopbera have intorprotod tho world in· vnriouo 
\1a.YBe "wrote tho young_ l.farx in his .ThoG(iB "Jn Feuer'tach, litho 
pointe ho¥nvor, 1a to chango it. II Lonin in hio Notcbooko rola.t$a 
Hegel ancl. J.!arx: 11Undouotadly :practice in llagol atandu as a link 
in tho analysi~ of tho ~rocoos of cognitiop and prociooly aa a 
tranaition to the objoctivo ("abao1uto11 , according to Hogol) 
truth. ~~x, conooquontly clinga to Hosol, introducing criteria 
o! p~actico into tho theory of knowledfio~ C£: Thoana ~n Fouorbach.n 
!rho Dlat.uri ty o.f our ago is ohown in thio, that .thoro. io not only o. 
movement from thoory to practice but ft:_om uro.ctioo to theorY. It 
1a to those workoro we ro!uso to lot 11 tbo loadoro 11 do tho thinking 
!or them t!lnt thio is dedicated, 

November, 1955 ----- Doi>roit, IHchignn 
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Part II - .An. Exchange o£ Lot tors on Hop;ol' o Abooluto Idoo. 
. :· . 

llhon tho !:'"On~ Gorman :;>hilcaop!>o,_., Hogol, ronchod tho end ~£ 
.his SCI~CZ OF LOGIO, and cnt~tlod tho final chapter, Tho Abooluto 
Idoa, he suddenly bog'an to :ccl~.zo that lllldor' that tont all hts 
~hilooo~ic cncmioe and all n~rto o£ rollglon, including tho •~rohip 

· o£ tlla l!;Oldon cal£, ·would try to 'find a hiding :placo, Ho thoro£oro 
~odi ···. · 

. . ·'· "It is cortai'nl;y poo~iblo to indulj:e in a. 'UOt amount ,.J 
acnoolesa doclamt.iono about tho icl.os absnluto. :But 1to truo con­
tont· ia only the lolholo oystom, of ldlich ·wo. havo iloon hH)1orto 
ci:z:amining the dovolopmont, 11 

;., 

: ·:sov tho truo content of ...nat tho writer o£ tho present exchnngo 
of 1ottoro """ doaling vi th \las a e~ of ""rkingclass otrngg1es and 
vorkingclaas thought ao they nppoarod 11?- hiotor;y and wre anal,yzod by · 
Marx anll "" thoy appear in tho daily lives of Workers Do\ladoyo, :But 
tho t:roatost Ulumination of thoso struggles in· ohe ycw:r 19.53 ""-" 
throWn. b7 a >:oading t1f S:ogel' s Abooluto Idea,, ldlich the prosont 
vritor 1donti£iod Vith a concept of tho now oociety ana tho otrugglo 

·'for totBl :froodom, 

A nov ora of a tt-uggle. for froed2!!L.had cortainl.y O'Oonocl 1it-·the 
yo,...· 195'3. ·!!'hat vas the year ot stalin' o do~th on tho. one hana; ana 
the .East German ltovolt, on tho other hand, This 1mB followad within 
a fov woks bJr a revolt' in tho olavo le.bor cnn:po, ot: Vorlmta inside 
ltuooia itsol£.. Clearly, Stalin's death oymbolizod tho beginning of 
tho and of totali tarian1om •. Wo leaped. gone1•at1ono ·4oad wen the . 
vorkors in s. eatell1to co\llltry and those in tho slc.vo labor campo 
took matters into their ow bond•, !L'ho tva now pages of h.intory 
illuminated tho road to a· now sociotv ~ answering in tho affirmativo 
W..t had preoccupied both tho avorago man on tho etroot and tho 
philoaoPilor in hin ivory tovor: .Q!!!! lilan b~ £roo in thia ago of 
tot ali ta1•ian1 oml 

In a oonso tho 1953 llllropoan otruggloo had boon antictt>a.tod 
in Amol'ica in 1950 with tho !:'"Oat mi.:ors strike, A now ora. •J 

in production had boon oponod 'With tho firot ooriouo introduction 
o! autom'\tion in tho form of tho continuouo miner. Un•lor its 
impact thero was alco born a now attitude t~ thoor,yo 

From tho firct industrial rovolution, tho uewly-born factor~ 
proletariat gainad tho impulso to ntrugglo for tho shortening of 
tho working day, and thoroby established a now philo?o:;;>hy. "In ' 
'!;)lace of the yo~uo catalogue, of the '1nalia.'ls.blo rights of mnt, 
Marx wroto in his groatoat thoorotical wol~'r, CA?ITAL·, "comon tho 
modo at Mngnn Charta of a legally limitod vorJo:1ng-d<cy, ldlich shall 
:nko clear 'when tho time whioh tho worker oello ia ended, and when 
hi; own bog1no. 1 What a diotanco vo have travelled!" 

Th9 procont industrial revolution of automation ~a baing 
tranolo.tod tho world o"Wor into o. now humaniaru. Uovor hnva they poGod 
tho quoation morO clearly ao not being one of matoriul ~oocouoiono 
nor annual ~os, but of conditiono of labor and a run~mon~o.lly now 
wy of lifo. l{ithout thio un!voroal philoaophic form, atato cnpital­
iom ao a tendency \otould romin oconomiot and 1ncc)m!Jlato. 
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:· ~,·,~· ·,:;:.I··:t:J' .Al. though' tho l~c'l.ors of t:1a· ot.att~ ea~italist: tondeney had.. 'boon -
··:; ra.~ing ·:for· yosro tlmt.""' livo !~ !'11 ago ot: absolutoJJ, that tho tank 
·~. ·; to!, tho:·tnoorotician• was tllo \lt>rking out ma.tor·ialintically. of Hogol1 n 
J.l!<l•l:l:a'<t;,eh!':Ptar on Tho Abooluto I~oo., ·"" we~·o)mablo ,to rolsto tJlo daily 
;;,_,.,.;tGtrugglos ·~t~·thc workors to thio .total.::c;:,oncoption.; ·.Tho .ma.turity of' 
r.; ,),our· ago, on tho .other band, dincl~aod 1 taol:f in tho t:ac)' tba.t, .with 
.. "l\ automation, tho vorkom b~ga.n to quo•tion t.ho vory modo o:f labor. • 
.-·.::~Theus thoy br)ga_n to iNll:o concreto, azid thcrobY oxtondod, lbrx1 D pro-

:foundoat concopti'>ns·.,. !rho ,innormost- cor~ C?f tho ~~x:j.s.n d1aloct1~, 
·,: ·.· .. ·around 'l<hich ~vcrything turno, i~;o that the':~ransformation ot: socioty 
:.· .. ;· IIluo~·bogin:tri.th tho llltl.torio.l.l1£o o:f':t1lo'·l>l:Oduco1', ·that iJJ, tho 
. ·:-.. vurkoJ"·~ , , :J. .. · .. ...,:~···: .::.~,: : 

.:-·::i:.~i:.•f .. ... ~'~.·:·.~.-~.~~.. . :, .. ·. ; .. ;~·"P· fJ' '::".·. . . 
: ~"~~ .. 1:::',.'·> In.l!)S;$; du:-i"i' tho :proparll.tions,~o;:r.~me·out wibh a papor 

.1·;; (.:that··"'>uld be & break :from n11 p>•evioua·.ra~'<al·papor.s, I turnot1. 
to ::>hilosophy and saw, in tho Abooluto Idoa, tho ·breakdown o£ tho 

: .: division butwoon .theory and pre.ctico-t~o. ~v~ment ·to. ~otal :fruedo,.. 

·. 'What. wail now "'"'" that ·tho~~· wao .;,.;vo .. ~nt. 'ia dialectic) not 
o.lono 1n the d11v"OlOi,mcnt from_ theory to practice, but \from :oractico' 
to thooq, 'rhat; in ossonc'o, ;... tho· gist nf tho lottors to l!auiser, 
tho :;>hilosophor-dosignsto, who, e.!tor demurring a ~ or so, camo 
back Vi th hor ususl hyperbola: •r think that. those notes ro;,;rosoni; 
.!l!Jr. f'hiloso;,>hi!' l!otoboo!<s, comparable to t!looc o:f' Lonin ·in 1915. 11 

. J~hllDon, tho··)'itular founder of tho ote.to ca:i\1-te.liot tendoney, 
ho~vor, had othor idoao. Ho never bothered to.1n£otm anyono what 
thos_a w.:~re. Ilo\otovor, ho 'Wt'.B vory activo in cooing that no ono ia 

· movod by thouo i~.oas ·on l'rnctico 0onts.~nod in the let tors on tho 
· <~.bsoluto icioa, lohon Hauser camo to hit:1 with enthusiasm for all tho 
"discovories~ I had made, ho Dnlla&od' to shut hor ~p. That wa not 
too hard to do,· 'Wh>.t hsd :proviouoly boon a literary clique now 
bocamo a l'hilocophic clique, ·No one oloo hsd a chanco to oeo those 
lottcr.u. 

· !rho titulir !road o£. tho state co.pite.liot tendency t:ailod to. 
gra.o:p tho now otego of production and tho now otago of workoro ro­
volt. Ho could not do so bocnuso ho ~e.a~to~other preoccupied 
with probing tho "social ;>oraonality 11 of •original character•" and 

·tho 
11
Wliquonoss" o£ tho groat litoary -writar and tho groator·l1torary 

critic, !!"no now hlll!laniom o£ tho groat Ee.ot Gorman .Revolt pl~cd a 
secondary tole to tho humaniam of 11 tho groat writo:-u. That u.lonll 
ohould havo called for tho abolition of tho. "!vision bctwoon 
"thoorotical loaders• and "tho ro.nk and :filq", It io high time to 
e.bolinh that division ao >roll an tho divioion bott~ocn 11 tho i::.nido 11 

and 
11
tho outaidn 11

• llhilo tho form in which the idC3s firot evolved 
in tho mind of 1.;no a.uthor aro rough and oven abotruao, no otago in 
tho evolution o£ tho book nood bo kopt priv.>ta, !l"ncoo notes nr.d 
thcao lot tore aro baing publiohod for all >lho r1ru in taros tad. 
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