Jeceabsr 18,1955

Dr. Russell Potter _
Institute of Arts and feiences
Columble Univarsity '
Rew York, 27, New York

Dear Dr. Potter:

It x&a A dietinet pleoasure to talk to you and find.
thet, as wide apart as the flelds of Bhakespeare and Marx
eeer L0 be, your intarect in garwingl 1l4eae was sueh thet

‘you offered to presant my sannaerin: to a publimhar, Pleage
permit xe to slsborate somewha$ the ideas in tha outline or
xy boock whieh I here enelose sand whieh I tentatively eall

Mgrrism anid Freedon,

The ook will center on the pbilosophleal foundatlions
of Marxium and the firat systematie study of Ruaslan sistie
eapitalism, Hsretofore the philosophy bas bean bandleé as a
19th sentury humanitarinn adjunet to Marxian politisal esono-
Y. Today, the seareh for freedom mukés 1t elear that, far
Trom belng ineldental, phllosophy 13 pivotal,

At the beginning of Werld War II, working from
Russign sourses, I made the Tiret Marxist analysis of -
Btalin's three Five Yesr Plana, With this as bagkground,
I 'was able to resognice the signifieance of the Communist
revin%on in thﬁ theory of ;ulue in:1944, I u:ute :wo
ertieles for the Amsriean Feoncmie Raviay at that tiae,
in whieh I analyszed the ravision uet enly as a break in
Marxiat theory, but ae o bresk in throry whish raflaets
the Ruesisn realtty o & state eapitalisy soelety righting
for world domination, The ruthlessnoss.of the eurrent
Thrusehev-Bulganin tour of Asia have left gasping all those
who thought they sould sounter eash new Rugeion thrust ag..
it eomes., 1t should now be eleer that anly an all-embraeing
approash eould sombat Russian totalltarianinl.A.My book
projeets & eomprehensive theoretiept approash,

The problem is to finé a publiazher who resognizes
the possidilities of sush e work ang is wlliling to advanes
the necessary sum to enable ame te spend three monthe to
sonmplete the book and propare the manuseript for publiea-
tion, I have glready dove’ oped the ldeas quite Tully snd
have drafted the major shapters in preliminary form, Theae
notes I have subxitted to various people for thalr soament
and eriticlam, You will reesll the lettar of Hevbert
Marsuse, ths author or Reason _and Revoiution, and Eros
and Civilization, who wrote xe:

“I have read your notes and I should like to tell
you that I must eneourage you to ¢o ahead vith the elaborg-
ticn, Your ideas are a real ot#ls in the desert of Marxiat
thought ¥
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As to thn oonnerlinl ponsibilifiaa of ay book, hqre
T are & v 1nlicat10nl worth - consiaaring.

1) ¥y aitiales in the ri Eg¢onomiz Review
{karewith enelosed) appeared &% the gql;ﬁ t of .Amerisarn-
Rusaien wvartime solleboration vhen the offisial *arld
rafused ito rauozu‘ag to» Russian reality, Nevertheleas,

2y brier ans y-il wis Yeported on the front page of
'zgg N§¥ York Timeg and begame tlhie senter of a dobate
: ttad ror an entirs vear, : ‘

2) Althougn more than ten yenrs have olapsed, theee
artioles are well mown to the asgdanie world snd =re
paferred to se a atandardtext on Ruerian esonomy uad Mar:d ea,
A- resontly as two menthe age, in Qotober, I woe invited as

uest lagturer to adéress the Etonomica, Soslology and
P losophy Depsrtments ir s nuaber of Californis univsrtitien,
‘ineluding: tho University of California at Low Angeleg,
University of Bouthern Califorim, Oesidental Cecl ege, ana
the Barkeley Univeraslty 1in Barkolny, Californim. -

3) On thn ‘basile of my lesturas snd interest 1n oy
hook I myself ean guarantse tha sale of 50O eopiel the.
-__rirst wnek of publlaation.

. Thenk you onee again for your 1ntqra=t., saul wi;l’”

--writa you separately about the 1e¢turan.

Bﬂncerely Journ,

e ey

Enslossd: 1)Outline or Booh _Maprxise and Yreedom .
" 'g) Translation of Russisan &rtisle wEAsh
appeared 1n the Ameriean ksoromis Royioy
3) Commontary, and Rejolnder, Bsptsabsy 1944
and Beptember 1845, Ameriean Esonomls Raview.

Raya Dundyev:kaya
4993 - 28th 8t,
Detrolt 10, Mieh,

12068




