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Dr. Ruuell Potter 
Institute or Arta L~d Ge1once~ 
Columbia University 
New Yor~, 27, R~w York 

D~ar Dr. Pott11r: 

Deoember 19,1955 

It ~· a d11t1n1t plea1ure to talk to you ani find· 
that, a1 wioho apart 111 the fielol1 or 6hake•peare and Mar:r. 
aeera to be, your 1ntflre&t 1n r;ei.o111nal· i4eaa waG suvh th•t 

•you off&re4 to preliar.t, 1111 ll!l!l!lU!'ip·~ to a publhhet-. Plea1e 
permit ae to elaborate 1oaer.hat tb.e ideas in tn~t ou·t11ne or 
11y book vhielt I here cndoee anrl whioh I tentatively eall 
!i£m!!!_.ant i'red.oll, 

The ~OQk will center on the pb1loeoph1eal roun4at1ona 
or Harx1~• ani the f1r•t ayatemat1e etudy or Ru=a1an atate 
aapitaliall, Haretofore. the ph1loaophy haa bean han4left •~ a 
19th ilentury huaan1 tal.'i!ln adJunet to Ma1•Xian pol1 thal eeono­
ay, To .. y, the aearoh tor rreedoa makea it elear that, far 
troa being ine1dental, ph1loaophy 1• pivotal, 

At the bek:1nn1ng or Wol"ll\ War II, WOl•lting rro• 
Ruuian IOtll'aea, I malta the tit-e'G Ma:rxiat anal:uh or 
Stalin 1 a three ll'ive Year Plana. With thh u ~oqr•ounll., 
I· wu able to raoocn11:e the a1gn1tioanoo or the Couunht 
reYio1on in the theory·or value 1n•l944. I wrote two 
art1ale1 for the Aaer1ean Eeonoaie RsYiett at that. tiJao, 
in wh1ah I analy:ell. the r~Yia1on not only aa a break in 
H&rxilt theory, but aa a bre\'lk 1n tliooZ':y whiah re1'le1t1 
the Ruaa1an·real1ty or a atatft eap1tal1at aoe1ety 1'1cht1ng 
t·o!' worlt doa1nat1on. The rutblellancu .or tho atnirent 
Ihru.-ehev-Bul~anin toui> or Ada have left r;aeplnc all thoae 
who thousht they •oulcl saunter e11eh 11ew :!!!!!!d'"-'1 thr11~t a;. 
it aoaoa, lt ahoult now be elear that mnly an all-eMbr.ae1ng 
approaeh ooulcl eombat Rua•1an total1tarianiaa, . My book 
projeeta a •oaprehenll<he theorethe.l approa.h, 

The problea i1 to fin~ a publ1aher who reeogn1zea 
the poui'bilit1ea or au•h e 110:rk and 11 w1.11111i! to atvanoe 
the neoesaary au• to enable ae to 1pend three aontha to 
aoaplete the book ant propare the aanu•aript for publ1ea­
t1on. I have alreall.y t~ve~ope4 the 14eaa quite fully and 
have ll.rarted tne llBjol.' ahaptera in prelillinary fora, Theae 
notea I have auba1tte4 to var1oua people for thair 1oaaent 
anu ar1t1o1aa, You will reaall the letter or Herbert 
Harauae, the author or Reaaon and. RaYolution, an~ E~ 
and C1v111zat1on, who wrote ae: 

"I have road. your note• and I •hould like to tell 
you that I •uat enaoura~o you to to ahead with the elabol.'B­
t1on. Your idea• are a real o£•1• in the d~•ert ot Harx1at thought,• 
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Aa to the oo .. era1al poaa1b111t1ee of ll:'f book, here 

· ara a t&w 1nl1oat1ona worth· ioneU.er1nc: 

1) My •~·t1alu ln the yer!t~ E~onoah Rev1•~ 
(:tarew1th eneloeel) 11ppea:!'e<l a~ tho ~11 t of ... .Aallr1esr•-· 
:ilusdan wart1ae eolleborat1on when tha ofrh:al wru 
refueei to reeo.:ni21e tiRo ·au•dan roa11 ty. lle't'e:l'thlller.u1• 

_, brief an&lye11 wa• reportel on the front pa£e ot · 'n!LNU Yor!t '1'11!ea and. be.aae t~1e untot• of a doba'te 
~- ~t~d. tor an·ent~:!'a ysar, 

.. 2) Althouch sore thiln ten yean hnve elapnol, th6n 
art1elee ar11 wflll la!.o<r.: to the AoalllAli• vorl4 11ntl are . 
reterrel to ac a atan«&rttext on Ru1r1an eeonoay und. Har~••• 
Aa re.un~li .. 1111 two aontl11 a~:o, in Oetobel', I wae 1nY1te4 u 
a cueet 111oturer to ail«rou ~he li:eonoaiea, Soli1olo&Y ani 
Philoiloph:y Depar,taenta 1n a nuabal' of California ~anivsrli t1ea, 
1nelu41ng: ~l'lll 1Jn1vers1t;y of Cal11'orn1a at Loe Ancelea, 
tJn1verd ty of So~athern Cal1forn1R, Oed.lental Ccll.ece, an& 
the Berkele:y Un1Yer•1ty 1n Berkeley, 0R!1f~rn1a. 

3) On .the .badi ot ay lu.tura. Mil 1ntel'eat 1n oy 
book I J11Relt 81111 ·c1.111rantee the eale ot 1500 eopie• the. 
nrat week of publ1eat1on. 

Thank :rou onee aca1n for your 1ntereat, SAul will · 
wr1 tliJ 7011 separately about the lea turn. · ·-· 

81 naerel:y yours, 

. /-~~~~ 
l)Outl1ne of Eook.:~~~ri~~~~~h 
2) '1'raridat1on o:r R 

· app11aret in tile J.!er1M!'I iDor.oa1e Rn1 ew -
3) Comaontary, and. ReJo1n•er, S.pte~ber 194~ 

anA Septeaber 1945, A~er1aan taonoa1a RevieXL 

Ra;ra Dunayev•kaya 
4993 - 28th st. 
D11tro1t 10, H1eh. 
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