Jvne 28, 1955

Dear Hervert Marcuge!

‘ Thanks for the letier cnd the return of the ‘KWSS: 1 wil)

- 'be in & pomition to gend 1% dack to you in A wsek since yoa 4o sesn
interested, Thia is not, however, the form of the beek I intend to
write rove I had done 1t se Btate Capitelisn in Marxtem in 1547
vhen thers was 'm pocaibility that Osford University Press would pub-
1ish 1% end I had miready cooplatsd A etudy =i the Three Five Year
Flans of Rugola from originel sources ard in goneral writien a thole .
series of erticles on the French odition of Capital, the revisions of
Harxism going én 4n Russia dwing tho wir, end the concrets data of
thie stafe of capitelism,

When Oxford University Press backed out and I turned mora
to philoscphy than evonomice, i wrote only isolated chapiers of the
work on Marxism, Y enoclowe ome such brief chapter on Lenin'a method
aftor 1915 elong with s lettor on hia Prilogophle Notehoooke that I
had written a$ that tims, Although these are very rough eketchos, you
. ‘can aee how comprehensively I try 4o dosl with the transformation of
Lenin's nede of thought after 1914 for that is the erux, XHpt the
beirayal, nor sven the stage of monopoly capitalism thet was the
econonic fourdation for the transformation of the Second International
that had been going on for ysars and dburst forth into datrayel, but,
above, all, the mcde of thought wiich ollowed for no self-movement or
impulse from ths macces. You kuow I'm sure that he didn't treat
fonopoly as Just one more stese in the development of ‘capitalism, but'
&s & pev cetagory, a new abgolute from shich nll clse flows, Tnat ig
vhy %iraneformation of one tnink into 1ts yoponkte® meant so much to
him, why he did not leave that truth only in its econoxic - guise aa
trenaformation of competition into monopoly but in ite saciel end
hiron form as the tweskdown of the Interantional.. ,

. x.-.turs.lly I do not meezn when I go.further in the Logie
ard gay the Absclute Idea "is® the proleturisn self-emancipation

or liveration from the party that there is such & direct ralationship
betweer the lews end movement of the logic and the fi¢)d of humen
freedon. It ix always a dislectical relationship and will need to Ve
developed in all itz manifoldedness. But that ¥ig" is an aboolute
becassily to cut through not elone detail and the gibbarieh of g much
thet pasess for Marxisa thees doys bui to open wp thoee closed intel-
lectual care of ows to the fresh impulees from the workers. That s
Wiy I dropped eny work on the book tor two yesrs and came here to
work on the papsr., As soon zs NENWS & LEITERS gaina & certsin momentum
of ite own, I will retwrn to the work, But note how I meen to roturn
to it a0 that you will kee what I mean by method of work aad impulse
from the only theoretically ntv thouphts from the prolcbarint iteslf.
This i¢ not sixple movement from theory to rractice—I'm gure you
ebove all know that in both Hegel and x-~tut one from practice

to thaory not as morc verification of the latter but its oreator.

In any coes, here 42 my plan! Ip £all I will rrepare a
series of 4 lectures on whot I ses the book os. These are to be given
not on campuses but to small groups of workers and intellectuals, mainly
. warkers, and given in a form where they know that that ip not a dafinitive
plecs of work tut will be greatly changed by what they have to eay,

I will begin in Wesnt Y_irginia. ¥here we have soms hiners vho are




Y

-

interestad, then to Detroit wnd L,A, (I hope also to atop in Hew Tork
Lepeolisally 4f you can e there for I concider you very tateprel to all
this and I would liXs %o spesd more time than Juat on the fly, Does.
your xere to N.nuachulotta mean you will not Ba {n n’ or what?)

331 Dceenbuv wren I have studied £)1 the beck acd Torth that
vent ¢n in thess talks I ouvght to know hew I wigh to cas$ xmy vork on
vhich 1 heve been at ovar a dicade, At that tizme I conld vork oul an
outline of tha actual work for any nublirher und besin to work on the
book fteelf. It is aot, I belicve, = vYery long Job--ﬁ ponths oughk
te do 48,

¥ould you know where I can get hot hold of z Cbroniqus of
Harz's 1if¢, tn Huesfan " proferably but I will accept
it in ironch or Cerman 4f I cen't gat the Busrion. It fe 2 vary good
refyrencey wurk but I heve Leon unable to obimin & covy for myweelf and
fo photssiat it frox the Slavie Divislon capy vould coet a bit more
than I havé meney to spars at the sonemt. T would he very grateful if
you conid direct zs to a place vhera T could obtaln--perbaps your own
" brarys I syspethire with yowr $risls and tribulsticns of moving &
‘litrary--I'm rlwaye on the go and thot ihx 42 the one thing that gote.
"heavler with anch moving, I frust you vill 1like Camdridgs, I lived
‘there in the Demescion d,nara--in fact teught a group of Roseian atudento
~Englist, = But vhen they found out X wes "gome crexturs celled .
Trotskyite® ang informed Moscow gbout 1t thrt waa the ond of my earaing
wy livelihood, I did succeod in selling a complete set of Trotsky's
Op_ponit!.on Bullotin to the Bsrvard Litrary thet grim yesr of 1671,

Youre,




