CORRESPONDENCE “—---every twr* wecks

voL, 11, No. £TT™ ' ' WY 1, 1082

MARK'S CAPITAL A'D
TH® PARIS COMMUE '
1. The Despotic Plan of Oapital vs.
“he Qocparative Plan of Lubor

Tho theoreticel axls of Capitel Yy Karl Marx 1s the-
quﬂut!.on of plen ~- the despotic olan of cepital rgainast the plan of freely-
azncoicted workers. In the firat edi‘‘cn of CAPITAL, publigked in 1867, -Marx
ksd already ghown that capiteligh production means the ‘gubordination of man
to the fastory machine and the Yautory olocks In his chapter on "Gooperation?
ha ghowed how man da r.ot an individuel Jaborer but naxy laborers wO"ki.ng to-

gether in one place.

’ : In coolaamtiva nroduction the desapoiic plnu inherent in
capituliat p"aduction reveals 1tselfl in a form all ite wn - tha kiorarchic
" gbrugture of sontroel over socisl labor. - To keep pruducbion gaing 0 &n 8ver~
-~expanding goole, to axtrect tha greatest amount . of gurplug or unpaid labor,
ruquiras a:whole groy  of’ foremen,’ managers, superintnndants. Uhage. all work
- For: the. capitaliut with one eim asd purpeco! - Yo forcs labor cub of the many
laborars- The’ attampt to control cooperative labor within capltalint cpntfines

 muetiof neccssity appume a- aen:potio form. Planned despotigm arises not oub
of .the ceopérative Torm of the labor process bub out of the antagonistiy re-
letionghip between the warkars. on the. one he.nd. . and. theicapitalis* -and hia
bureaucracy on the other hand, ' Co e I ‘

. Oonperation undar the maaterahip of the capitalist i3 in
dirsct opposition to the coecparating leborersy The wokkor. hgd* roft’ his.iadi-
vidual slkill o the mzchine. But he zained a new power 1in cooperating with
~hig® “gallov workers. The onpital igtty ainml taneouu employaent of workers in
one place. has teen willad by the capitalist, not the worker.  But this in-
eragaé in labtor productivity ‘¢reates & goclal powar  that the workera feel,
atrtmgly. Por from tha utart thig ig a mgsg power.

L Goqpar&tion 1g in 1tgelf a nroductive powﬂ.. a yower dua
to cooperation, the nowar of soclidl labor, But under capit a]iatic centrol
thie ocooperative lator 1s mob allowed to develop frealy. Its funciion is
doufinsd to the mrodustion of value. It camnot release iia now, moslal, hu-
man.anereies 80 long es the old mode of production coutinues. Thve: the nature
o2 the cooperative form of :labor power-is in onposi’ion to the capitalist in-
togumeut the value-form, At the sams time the noastrous oreation of monoto~
oy, sueed-up, uniformity, military ragularity end more speed-up robs goience
. algo of iia self=development, conlining it to the single puvpoass of extract~
1:5 ever grentsr omounts of surplus, uppaid laber from the workers.

The ‘Absplute Contradiction
This develops inte the absolute oontradiotion bstwon the
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naturg or machine industry end the velue-ferm of 1te cpuration. . Technulogy
had analyicd the fow main fundamental motions. Thers 1% etopped. Tt could
£0 ne further becaus> there is no such thing as an abotract, remois. clans~
less development of machinery. Technology 'is an integral part of the devel~
.opment of the productive forces, To exclude from it the greateat preductive

. force -~ Yiving labor -- cripples end emasculates sclence itsslf. . Under caup-
italism ' the sspuration of tha intelloctual powsrs of production from manuel
labor, the incorporstion of all seience into the machine, means the trans-
fozmation of the intsllectval power into the might of capltal over labor.. In
a word, 4t means +the traneforzatiion of man into & gero fragment of 2 man,
jus’ when the technical necessities of the machine demand variation in labor,
fluldity, mobility. :

Ius to the cooperative form of the labor procces the re=

_inigng_ of tha workers ie also e nmass powet, The workera'! revolt develops
“from thelr fight against the instrument. of labor into their struggle against

~ the oipitalistic, conditions of labor.. & workers thus a 8 a o
~4ime f£ight- for their emencipation and ggginat the capitalietic Umitations of

__ggignno.

o Thia is vwhat Marx announced to the. whole worléd _in 1867.
rBeforo thin theoratic onslaught, so total as to .includs both hlstory and the
notuality of the class struggle, bourgaois sconomios lay prpetrate. ‘Ynereas
- noarly Pifty years ago. Ricsrdo had at least -posed the contradiction in wa-
chine production, vulgar economy ws.a now redvced to denying it . altogcther.
The vacuity of their thinking can be seon in thsir argument ~that since the
_contradiction  is not inherént . in machinery "as mch", it 1z a delusion to
think - that thers are contradictions . in machinery undor capitalist controlu
Thise adding of two and two and ocoming up with.zero did not stop the bourgeois
sosnomist, however, from declaiming against the "backwardness' and stupidity
of the worker who-broke up the machinery.

The th Inaig ta of the Wbrkers._

But if the workers are too absorbed in ‘their “poncrote
s%rughlsa to 1ndu1ga in these abstract arguments, their actual struggles are
full of new perceptions. True they fought the machino iteelf as e competitor.
“But the first appearence of machinery as a handmaiden of ‘capital was its. irue
eppearance. Machinory "es such" was & product of- the ecunomists' imagination.
The proletariat therefors from the first was on the right track. and in the
despening of thelr etruggles with capital, the workere 2learnt to fight not

-tho instrument of labor but the capitalistic process of labor end through
that etruggle the road to their scancipation. The cepitalist ideologists
“iry to argue away the workers' enalsvement to capital while society itself is
o boing threatensd with destruction of its human Jresources. The workor's re-
wvolt, on the other hand, triea to free modern industry itself from the death
penalty which hangs dver all society: .

" .. ' "Modern industry indeed compels society, under ponalty of
'death, to replace the deteil-worker of today, crippled by life-long repeti-
tion of one and the samoe trivial operation, and thus reduced to the mere
fragment, of a wan by the fully developed Individual, f£it for a variety of
labors, ready to face uny changs in production, eand to whom the different
- soeial functions he porforms, are but so many modes of giving free scope %o

11873




CORRESPONDENCE -« every two waeks Vol, 13, Wo, 1 May 1, 1952

" His own natural and acquired powers."

Co 8o long, howsver, as the economlic status of labor remains
‘what 1t is umder capitalism, £t is {mpossible for modern industry to escape.
thet death peralty, The depth and breadth of the class struggles are a sign
that <the contradietions of capitalist production are drivirg toward o new
resolution. Again Pails, where nll social revolutions have hitherto received
thair highest expression, is ihe testing ground of two.modes of labor. The
struggle is fought out in the open in the form of & seizure of powar of the
capitalist stata,

2..The Paris Commune -- 8. Form of Workers' Rule

The soclal rewvolution that erupted in Paris or March 18,
1871 was not lilke anything ever before seen in history. The treason of the
ruling class noosssituted the saving of French civilization by ths proletari--
~ at. A few months earlier Nepcleon IIT had loat the Franso-Prussian war. The -
- bourgecis republic which took over the reigns of goveryment found that it was
mors afraid of revolutionary Paris then of Bismerck's army. With the flight
%o Veraaillee of this govermment, “the revolutionary prolstariat reached the
‘greetest turning point in history -- the remolding of itself as the ruling

_gl_au’. a _ ,

s . Louls Blanqui, famous revolutionary and head of & .se-.
crot armed force, had baen plotting insurrection seriously, unremittingly,

" for years., He tried again when the Republis of France’ showed itaself ready
to sell out to Bismarck. But, without mass support, - the insurrectionary
plan of his elite group failed of necessity. 1In real life tho insurrestion
came a} the peak of the ascending revolution, not vice versa.

. On March 18th +the soldiers wers ordered by the head of
the reactionary government, M. Thiers, to transport the-cammen of Parie to
Verzailles. The milkmaids who were on the streets surrounded the soldiers,
Although the men had not yot come into the streeta this early morning and the
women were not armad, they held their ovm. A8 in every real peoplc's revolu-
tion, new strata of population are awakened. This time it was the womon who
were the first to act. Then the reveille was sounded and all of Ezedn was in
the strsets. .The apies of Thiers barely managed to escape ‘with tue informa-
tion that it was impos=sible to inform on the leaders of the uprising since it
couprisod .the entire population. o B

A New State-Power.

- The act of self-defenss wos olso the act of self-govern-
ment. Just as the Second Bmpire was the natural affepring of the parlisment-
ary government which had crushed the 1848 revelution, so the parliementary
government that had succeedcd Napoleon TIX had but onc “urnctiun -- to be the
angine of clasas despotism. The worors found they had to smasch this state to
smithereens. ‘

The firot act of the revolution was to orm itself. Tho
armed people struck out against the ubiquitous state organsg -- the army, ths
police, offlcialdom ~- which wore such a faithful copy of tho hierarchio div--
ision of lubor in the factory. 'ho first workers' state in history, called
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the Cormune of Paris, was born,

. The Commune wns composed in the main of Blanquiets ard

Proudhonietn, But the Blenquists becoms Communardes only by giving up their

- insurvectionary plan and riding on the wave of the peoplels revolution, The

~. Proudhonists. 1ikewise had to give up their sohomas, The development of large-

sou)e produotion had already undermiied the artisan typs whioh formed the ‘so-

oinl bese for Proudhonism, Now ths 1871 revolution destroyed entirsly ita

peilosophy of no politleal activity, . The. Parisicn workers whn had just over-

" throma bourgeois dominetion got dowm to the tmsk of ruling thomeolves and to

- do%t dow . tho oonditi~ng of their labor, And al]l this wns being done while
the enemy was at the gatsa,

_The Dastrustion of Buresusratism

et e . . .The first decree of the first workors! state was the abo-

"~ litien. of the standing army. The fired announcement, of ths type of political

: rule 'to.be set.up 1s typloal: "A11 public services are Toorpanized and. gima--

C o plified,® . | L LT ' P—— i ————
Teltioo + The ermed people smashed ' psiismentarism. The pe~ple's

Qzdombly  ¥us not to be & parlismentary talk-shop bub o working dody,  Thoas -
who pass the laws .elso execute them, There' was thue to bs 1o division be-
 ootwenn ths oxoecubive and leglelative bedles, The shem iudopendence of the.ju-
©vdivlary was likewise oliminated. Judgos, ac all othur ropresontitives, ars to
" besleated and ‘o be subjeot to recanll, Representatives of the proletariat,
howavar, . are not yot the proleteriat az a whole,. Thersf~ra, +o assuro oo~

- trol-over’ the elooted representatives, thoy too ars. subject to rooall,  Thus
the powsr romains alweys in the handa of the mass €2 o-whole, T

L . . Public sarvice was %o be acoomplished at a woriman's
waga, ' Thus was lold the bnsis of ohosp govornmenk, The hiercrokic division
of iabor wms glver further blowe. The deorce soparating church and gtate
- abollshed religioua control of oducation eénd kindled intellectual 1ife on &1l
fronta, True to its prolotarian spirit, ' some districts began fimmedidtely to
olotho and feed ¢Gheir ohildren, PRducati-n wss to bs open and frae to all,
But, - ovon above thet, the reorganizotion of the motheds of oducation wns to
begin with the fullest pnréioipation of tho wholo people, The firnt.eall
wont out. fio teachers and parents, Tho tonchers wore ingtruoted “to employ
exolusivoly the exporimontal and sciontifioc mothod, tHat which starts from
faots, physionl, moral and intellcotunl,™ . ‘

"The_Politimn} Form nt last Dismcsvered®,

The utopinna had beon busy invonting political forms of
rule, tho anarchista ignoring all political formn, the pebiy-bourgusis demo-
orate aocepting tho parlismontary form. DBut this écmmuno is what the workors
oame up with -- smagh tho state form of capitalfa yulc; suporsode with a com-
mune-typd of self-govornmont, This thon wos ¥tho political form ot lngt dia-
‘oevored to work out tho ovonomio omaneipation of the prolotariat." Marx hed
doducsd from history that the bourgools stato-form wonld disappear and tho
prolotarint organized as the ruling claaa would bs the Eoint of transitlion to
o classleas sccioty. Now ho hailod <ho horoiesm of the Communarda, He studied
this apoeific form of prolatnrinn rule and dirrloced ita sosrot: "Tho politi-
ool rale of tho producar edmoet . azist ~i%h the pirpstuzitén of his sooial

glavery.” N , .
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Tho inaoparability of politics and oounomicy was ostnb-
1ishod by the Comming by its ¢wm working exietonue, Its lommiesion of Labor
‘ond Exchange, staffod mainly by membors of the -Firet Inbornationnl (whish
had boon organized undor Morx's loadorehip} nocomplishad ita grontost work
not in the dooroos it prasod, Lub in the stimulation it gavo to. workers to
tako things 3nto thoir owm honde, It bogan Ly naking the workers +o roopen
the worke which hnd ‘loen atandoned Ly thoir ownorz and run tham vy ¥the
soopeiative assosiatior of the workewvs omployed in them.® Tha oim vos to
transform land axnd moons of production into moro ingtruments of “froo and
usaoniotod lator," . :

"Froc and Arsoeinios Ladop!

- : ) - Tho Communo's wor'cehops thomeolvos woro modols of shops
organizod ou o prolctariun domocratis Sagie, Tho workers thomselvos appoint-

" -od the diroctYors, ehop and bonoh foromon, . Thezo ware subjeot to dismissal by

tho woreore if rolantions or ormdditione proved umsatisfaotory, Not only woro
‘wagos, hours .and working oonditidions aso% but, abovo nll, a footory oommitton
“mot ovory cvoning to disouss the roxt doy's work, .

SR . Thus plain working mon undor sirtumsinnces ol -unexamplod
 diffioulty govornod thomsolvos, Tho Commun?, by boing the golf-govornmont of
tho producers,  sot froe all tho olomonts of ‘tho futura scoioty, Marx do-
soribod it.as  "Working, thinking, Tighting, blooding Parie <~ almog® forgot-
“‘fuly in its inoutation of & now gocioty, of tho oannibals at Lte gatos -= ra-
dfont in tho onthusiasm of its hintorie initiative;"

’ Tho gpontanoous maes outburst that took tho form of tho
Cormuno of Paris lasted only “wo months bofors tho Parisien workors wore mas-
- gooxpd by tho bloediost torror in history, Bu% in thoso two short months the
workors acoomplishod moro mirnoles thar oapitelism hud in as nany centurias,
The greatost miraclo was ite-working oxistonos, It abolighod - $ho gtonding
orny ‘and armod tho pooplo instond, T4 smash?d to smithoroons state burocaue
oratism, placed public officinls on 0 worlman's =nlsry and mado them subjoot
o reoall, It nbolichod tho division ' totwron tho lepde=tlative and tho oxoou-
tivo - and transformed tho parliomont from a talling to a working body, I%
oroatod unow oonditions for labor, On all fronts tho oroative initintive of
the moesos  had onsurod the mexinum activity of tho mass ond tho minimm for
its olootod roprosontallvoa, It thus stripped bho fotishisms off all forms
of rulo: oconomic, politisnl, intoliootunl, ’ . :

3. Tho Fo%tishism of Commoditios
Ve, Tho Now Form of Cooporation

It wna tho Lotolity of tho reorgenl+~*+ien of gsooioty thnt
shod now inaight into tho totallty of the contradictiong or ~cmmodlty pro-
duotion, By smashing tho old stoto-form and suporsoding it with tho Communa ;
an ond had Toon put to tho hiorarchio divisien of lobor, tho division botwoan
pelitics and ooonomics includod, By oxposing tho bourgoois stato to be tho
publis foroe of sooial enslavomont thot it wng, tho prolotarint domonstrntod
how the 9@gp}uto11_993;29rm_gﬁ_ggpggratiqn, rolansod from its valuo-irtogu.
mont, oxprossos itsolf, Inis war so Sioarly tho rbeolule spposite of tha di.
0lootio movomont of labor undor eapltalism, forcad inte a valuo-form that
all tho fotishisms woro strippod off tho lnttar, )
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. Evar.sgince Narg nad brokon  from hourgeoic anelaty, -some -
three decades lafore the Paras Commeno, ke had beeu busy analyzing the eooial
form of praductiosz eallsd enpitaldsm, Fren the einrs ho hed VBegen with ledbor,
It w26 the consept of alienntad lobur +hat wade &Y posalble for him to dig
deep into tho mysteriea of ocapitnlist orrduction, By the time he hod renqhed-
the first otition of CAPITAL Yaur had auccesdad in snowlng that what eppeared
idoally &5 plan ravealod iteslf in Sho pirocesy ol pr~dustisn  tn ‘be 'tho ian-
disputed avthority of the oapitalist. Vho% Yarx now ghows as olearly -was
thot this dospotism aleo hides ilself in tho market in the comodity, -seom-
ingly sinple and overyday, in roality o nonslione fobivh, - :

Thore ir nothing simple atout 8 Juesiodily, I3 do a great
fotich that mokag the dezpcrir conditions of oapitelist rroduction appeait ae
if they ware 30ifwzvidens trubhe of social produntion, Notning could be fure
ther from the truth. Just es thesa ochditienn wern kietorivally determinzd
and ¥est on the servituds of tho laborar, wo the commadity (rom tha start of
oapitalism is 5 réfloation of the dual charnotor of iabor, It is from the
start a unity of oppcsitos, uss-value and velue, whioh, in embrys, aontoins

" &11 tho contradiotizzz of capitulisi. :

"o TheDuality of Capitalist Soclety.
L T _This slmplo bhing wan boyond the parcopti~n of the groat-
‘et . bourgeois econemict, -Ricawdo, - despibts | the digsovery of labo.r as the
. kouree of value, Although olesatonl politisnl connomy had reduced value &e
" 4ts lnbew uontent, -it had nover ence esied itesli’ WHY-Zhiw aontent, 2abor,
" asgumed this form, vnluo, ' )

e Long _l:nf'ox'e' CAPITAL Marx hod oanlyzed %he dvality perva-
-Afng bourgaois secloty: "In onr &ave oggyrhNivp <nnws s vognuut with 1te cone
brary; machinory giftod with tho werdosful _pewms of shartoaing and- fruetify-.
ing. human lator, ™s beh-ld stnrving and ovorvorking it, Tho now-fangled
souroes of wealth, .by scme strongo woird spoll, ovo surnod into sourocs of
vant, Tho vioterice of arme soom bought by the leoes ¢f c¢hornoter, A% the'
pame paos thot mankind mosters naturo, wen gdrond t~ buaomo onglaved to- othex
men or to his owvm infomy, Evon tao purw light of sajonco ymoms unable - do
ghine but on a dark baalgreund of iznorance, &1l our invontions nnd progrocs
Elnam to result in onloming masorimi- frmos  with intollectual 1ife, ond in
stultifying humnn 1ife tnte o motomul fortog This antogouiem bouwsen nodern
“industry and solonto on tho ono hand, modora micery cnd dinsolution ' on tho
other hand; this ant.jonism beSwaen tha produntive poiors and the zoolal ro-
lutionuuaf our ¢pooch if & r'ouv, palpablo, ovorwhslming ond not to ha contro-
vortad,

. Novortholoss, whon it como %o tha spoiific veonumle cato-
gorios, Morx hed not, ae loto ax 18359, poncirntod into tho mysturies of %he
oommndity, What ho knew ho atiributed to gumornl knmowlodgu,. wribting in tho
CRITIOVE OF POLITICAL HCONOHY thet ovaryene couid coo  thas preduciion rolom
tiong wero ronlly iavolv»d-in tho oxzhapge of thinks co thut very 11ittlo my-
atioism attachus itsolf to tho vommodivy, Tho mystlclem rathor 48’ in tho mo-
noy and oapitnl-fotish, By 1247 ho s009 the orror and ho sinzles out tho
fotish of the aommddity~form, But wven hworo “ko muin omphasis ls on- the fon-
tnetis form whioh mokor produnition rulationg agppoar o0& rolatinns of things,
In the CRITIGUE Marz preotisatls Venf--2d  tho comnndity os priconting no
speolal mystifying prodleng dn tho fargw ndillae ~f CAPITAL Mnrxz concontrotos
on the form of waluoc, Duv ite fantastie foim of orpocrance g moel siriting
41 the oquizmlont form; In athor words, ho is gt1ll come.rnsnt with egquality
and inequnlity. N
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R . 1t i only beocouse - of the 1llumination. shed - upon the-
question by the Communo ' that Marx now sees that tho mnjer diffisulty is in
the elementary form of walue, Having located the trouble at its source, the
new smphasim 18 no longer on the fantastic foru - that a predust of labor aas-.
pumes, . Tho eiusfal dI5covery ie that it cun have ne other “beo :
i3 in truth what rzlations in ompitalist production are: material relations .

AL o—

tetwson peoplo snd soofel relations betwsen things,

411 Husep Réjstione Porvorted .

" ©77"  Bvorything undor oapitalism 1s inverted, Machines domi-
rate maly; mO% sian meohines, - All solence is ombodied in the machine rather
thaa in 830 dotual producers,’ Evorything is topsy~turvy, 411 human relations -
(1 X L, ‘pervarted, Entarial rolations are dominant and dominant. by-vir=
tue of War w280y of doad over living labor, ‘Soodety moves through constant
Mlheaﬁwy inpetue the mnysss givo to the produotive foroea 48 taken over
by A6’ ouling Sureeucraoy and used ngainst the mamsem, It cannot ba othar-
IT 80, Jeag 'Se “the pronoss of produotion has mastery over man instéad of .

g 00EAED1Ned by b, S - o

e By va ErAf S X . I ' ! . ¢ . ' .7 o
' : “fhie™perverse rolation of subjoot to object. is mo alle

T INTP. |

“ ﬁdi—ﬁgiw‘thﬁt;!t hag 4n 1% grip not olone tha ‘oppreased olaes dut ever tho

oppresdor olesa,’ "That is why : olassioal politionl socnomy aould not solve:
tha mystery, It met hers ito historio barrier; . "
"_,-.-,. -' P R ' '

T omeiti . ®fhe gnlue-form. of tho product of 'iabor"_.‘.a not only the,

,moalt;ahz'!:r'aoe, " but 45 also ths most univoranl form, +*akon by the product in

bourgéola produotion, and otamps that production .as a particular apnoles.of
sooiel produstlon::and tharoby' givos it its gpocial historical charnoter, If
then wo treat “this modo of predustion as one oternally fixed by nature for
very. *- s of #ooloty, wo nooassarily overlook that which is’ the differentin

‘a'g' eoifica of’the valus-form, and- ecnsoquontly the. Qomnodity-form - and -of the -

further dovalopménts, monoy-form, capital-form, eto.T Cre

.o ¥arx had transformod the Ricardlan theory of wlue .into'
the theory of surplus-value ‘by making tho labor process +the cornmorstons of
his analysis nnd showing - what kind of labvor produses valus and surplus-valus,

. Fow Marx-loft political ‘oocnomy behind ontirely, Tho Commune had oranted
the objeotiva’ and tha subjootive foundation for this leap by Marx, By re-. . -

leasing labor from tho' confines of, value production, 1t eshowsd how peeple .
could be.frecly amsocintod without the degpotism of onpital or tho mediation:
of things. - Contronk the cxpansivensss of that movemont with the mutilation |

of laboy under capitflish, robbing the workors of nll form of their own end - *°

raducing them merely to o oomponsnt of lator in goneral, - Tha'i is tho apooif-

vdo oharacter of labor under oapitalism, Tho Valua~Form Which &loms sontains

the roductions of the many variod concreto labors into one abstract maas 1e
the nesosaary result of -this speoifio oharactor of enpitalist laboy, . Beeing
the poritive nohievemonts of the Commune s tho richnoss of the human traits
who cnoo the full and free dovelopmunt of the individual® hes bogun, brought
into aharp relief for Marx that the fetiahism of commodity arises from tho

Ihe Commme I1luminatad Marx's, Thooretioal Prelloms

The form.of" valuo is not only a logiocal devolopmont, It
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i.u a sooial phcnomnnn. It involvod everything ~- property, %ho stato, the
warkel, Capitalist private propordy is tho opposits of self-earmod priwato
proporty,’ It is in faot - bosod on tho oxpropristion of the producer from tho
“‘land ond “hc oonsoguont soparmtion of tho laborexr from. tho moans of labor,
Yot tho fu.l of priwmto preporty oontinues to embrooo ecapitalistio preporty.
Tho inversion doos not stop thore. Tho state is the ‘ongino of olasa dospot-
ism but it apponrz ns if it gtood atovo clagses, In oxposing the fetishlem
of tho commecdity<form, ' Marx shows that- in ronlity tho grouteat , production
eocnomist of tho botrgeoicie, Ricardo, had mover fully gotton away from the
- movikes and oxchangos By donling with tholr scoisl ‘relntions cpenly,. diroctly,
the Commnme méved the wWhole quastion of form from a dabnts among mtallcotmlt
%o 1:‘10 sarlous nutivity or astnblishing; a now sooinl ordor°

' . Hnrz never looked ot oonoroto dvuvﬁ's onoocidodly, to soa_
haw thoy oonfamed t0 his proviously-establishod’ theon' Tho theory olways .
. gaiod in dopth by tho procosses of history itsolf, = alono wzs the fomm
of wiuve fully elarificd, Important additions weoro ini:mc.‘t.od into tho finol -
T parb,; on the: TAooumulation of Capital¥, In analyzing +%ho “Goneral Law of
: _Oapitnlilt Ascumulation®, .Marx now posos the quostion of the:ultimato. dovole
: ormont of thn 1aw of oconwontration and oentmlimtion of ocrpitnlc ‘ .
o S L given aoo.{a by tho Iimit would not bo romohed ‘uitil -
) tho mmnon'b whon tho ontire gocinl copitel woro wnited 4n’ tho honds oither of

a sinsle onp'tulist o:' uf n a:l.nglo onpitalist oorpom'bion T, e o

' !‘ot the :l.mportanoo © of this annlysis is no.‘a %5 mh .'m .
tho prudiatian of uﬁnto-dap,i.taliam os in tho' oxtogordodl-abatomont. that- £ols.
loweis:" This. logical devolopmont doos not in any way ohange tho genoral abiole
ute law'of capitelisi -- tho oroation of tho unomployed army. The -.mEr
tho. dnvclopmant of osonstank oup!.tnl {mzohinos) ot tho oxpongo of wr!.nhlo.

~onpital (living 1abor): p  tho greator the aooumulation of misory M: 'l:ho otho.
'pulo, 'bha Erontoz’ ‘oo nro tho rovalte af 'bhe wark‘wg- oloss, -

So wo aro 'bo.ok to hiatory and :lta procosaos. Bu'b' .80
i‘ir:nly doos lhn: rave his fout on tho ground that ho doog not allow CAPITAL
to ond wlth tho historiccl tondoncy . and ite femoue “oxproprlation of: tho,
-oxproprintors,®  No, ho. indists on roturaing us %o prosont-day oapi'l:uum

- and i%a origin - in primitlvo accumulation, Marx onds tho major work of his
14fo with tho romindor that Ftho sapitalist mode of produotion.and sooumula=
tion and thoroforo copituliet priwate pz'opurby, have for thoir i‘undumontnl
oonditlon tho nnnlhilntion of solf- oamod privato property: inm othel worda
tho oxpropriatien of tho laboror,’ "Intogral. to Mxrx's ¢onooption. .of tho
—=prosont and futuro 01‘ cnpitaliam 1s thia moving analysis of tho bloody path
by moone of which . capitalism damo to powor; putting down tho ruvolt of tho
porsants againast their oxproprintion. from tho lond and hording . thom into
tho feotory, Thore, disoiplined, thoy would prosumnbly bo unable to roveld
any more, In roality tho -revelt . of tho mow olass of proloiariang =~-n olass
elwnys inoronsing ip numbors ond dies!»T4ned, unilod, erganized by  tho
vory mochaniem of tho proocosa of oups +alict produotlon i.tsoli‘--isa thoe soad
not alonoc to thoir omanoipntion but to tho ond of olass rule, °
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© MARX'S CAPITAL AND THF PARIS COMMUNE

~

tic Plan of Capital vs. the Cooperative
Flan of Tabor

i‘-!.-Iinsu"t’:’.'l.l’h:‘:é.r!'15.=a.r':c kad broken from bourgeols MEKXEY soclety, some three o
@&oaﬂe&,beforeithavParia Communne, he had been husy analyzing the soaolal form .
mf production-cdlled capitalism,  From the atart he had begun with labor. '
I& was the oopaept of alienated labor that made 1% possible for him to dig. - L
«deey into the'wyetorios of capitalist production. By the time he had readhsd .
J thelititet edition! 'of - QAPIT » Marx nad sucreeded in showing that what appearel fads
videnlly as plan.revesled itself in the process of production to be the o B
-.'uqﬁigputed‘authdrlty of thé eapitalist,

;The theoretieal axie of CAPITAL 18 the quesifon of plan -~ the despotic
laninf sapital ‘egainst the plan of freely-assocclated workers. In the finst -
;edition’ of UAPITAL, “publisted in 1867, Marx had already shovm that capitalist .
3 otion mmans “the suborcination of man to the factory machine and the ' -
. o In his.ohapter on “Cooperation™ he showed how war is not am, : - .
#L,igu ror but many lsborers working together in one place, E
Il . TR C - e
n cooperati 9 ‘produetion, the despotin plan inherent in capitellst .. A
X 3 1ﬁ§éxr=1n a form all i1ta own -- the hierarchic strusture’ ‘c :
1

. " 1abors  To keep production; giing on en - ever-erpanding
16,730 extrast uhe’ greatsst amount of surplue or unpaid lbor, requires a
oy of: foreren, managers, superintendents.’ "These all uvrk for the S
bl ;withﬂpneﬁgim'and,nurpose= 3 force labor out of the many laborers,
ﬁtempt;tpﬁqontﬁol'codparativeilqbur wlthin capitalist confines must of
ity asgume a despotic form. Planned despotlam arises nnt out of the
, ve ‘iorm of ‘the lubor nrocess but out of the antagonistie relation-
., Bl batween*the,workera, onh tgo one hand, and the canita .18t and his bur—

éguaracy on the other hand,

- Cooparation under the mestership of the capitalist is in direct opposi--
tion. tv the cooperating laborers, The worker had lost hie individual -

: 8kil} to the machine., But he gained a new power in eooperatingwith his

. fellow workers. The capiialist's simultaneous employmzent of workers in oneg

B :plece has been willed hv the capltalist, not the worker. But this ineresse
t{ An labor Productivity creates a social power that the vorkers feel strongly.
3 for from the start this is a mass power. :

Cooperation is i1 itself a produative pover, a nower due to cooperation,
the vower of social labor, But under cavitalistie eontrol, this conperativd
laber :is not allowed to develop freeiy., Ita funetion is confined ta the pro-

uetion of value, It cannot releasé its ney, soclal hukan energles ao long
8 the o0ld mnde of production nontinues., Thus the nature or tho cooperative’
forn of labor pover ig in opposition 4o the manitallst Intemiment, the
‘¥alue-form. At the seme time, fhe uonstrous ereation of monntony, sveed-up,
_'un{forminy, mili;ary_regularity and uore spped-up rohs salenne also of its
gelf-development) aonfiaing it to the single mimose o extracting ever
greater arcunts of surplus, unnzaid lehor frem tha vorkers, -

of
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ihe Ahaolu*e Ountrad;nticn .

hm——

éhia dlveluos 1nto the abgolute rcntraﬁiotion betwaen the" nature
of mﬁnhi b3 1ndustrv and the balue—form of its onnration. Technoiogioal

writtng ﬁad analvzed the fow nain fundamental notiona. There 1t atopped.
”f; ﬂIt_u '1& -Boino further benause thiere 1s no such thing as an abatraat, 7
" pem ;laésleas development of mnchinery. Technology 18 an 1ntegr&1
p;_é'u: tha developoent of the productlva forces, To‘axclude from it
the 5raateat prnduntive force -- living lahor -- cripples and emasculates
lclence 1taolf. Under capitalism the separatisn of the intellectual

.p ﬁers of prqduction from manual labor, the innorpuration'nf all sclence

In a word, it means the tranaformation

of man 1nto 8 wmers frasgnent, of a man, Just when the techndtal necesslties

of the marhina damand variation in labor,’ fluiditr, wobility.
. Due to the ecnperative form of the labor p?onéss, the resigtance

of the uorkera 18 g8lro g masa vower, The unrkers ' revolt develops fionm

their figbt against the instrument of lahor into thelr strugple againat the

rcapita1iatio aonditions of lahor.A mhe warkers thus at one and tue sawe time

7“ gg for thoir emanolnatiox and aralnat the cavidalistic linitations of

‘snience.
. This is what Marx annnuncéﬁ;to the whole wold in 1867. DReTore this
theoretin onsléught, 8o total us to include Math: Listory and the actuallty

of the rlass strugile, hourgesls eccnauins lay nrostiate, Whereas nearly
-TAfty years earlier, Rlearde had at least nosed tne amtradietion in mzehine

oroduetion, vulgar 8conouy was nov reduced o denving it altopether. The

vacuit¥ ef thelr thinltine can he seen in their qrqvmnnt that since the aon-
tradintion ia not inherent in wachinery "as sueh", it is a delusion to

think that there are nontradiections in machinerr under canitalist aontrol,

This adding of two and two and conitg un with zero did nei stop the bour-
gecls esonomist, howere, from neclainlnw arainst "the backwardness" and

11883

AR g A Ryt st 20 L T b gt T




p-

atupidity af the*worker uhu broke up the mach? nevy.
: Tha New Inaighta of the Werkers

“ut Af: “the workare are tno absorbed in. their asonecrete struggles to
1ndulga 1n thsue abstract arguments, it is the astual class struggles which
fahad strons illunminetions on tho thaoretinal problems by wvirtue or the fact

>"man engagad in thede struggles are Tull of new percenuions.

Tnm,ﬂwyfwgﬁ
‘the machine itself as a aompetitor,

But the firat appearsnce of machinery a8
| handmaiden be’ capital was 1ts true appearance,
prnduct uf ‘the' aaononista‘ imagination.

Machinery "as such" vae a
The proletariat thérefore from the

Ariret was un the right track.- .Adnd In the deepening of the struggles with .

the workera learned to fibnu no¥ the 1nstrument of labor but the

'~capitaliatic prcaeea of labor and through that the limitaﬂions on science's

fdevelopment. Tbe canplitalisdt ideologiats trv to argue away the workers'

v ennlavemena to canital while g8oclety. liself 1s being threatened with de-

' atruotion af its human resourcea. T™he workers' revolt on the other hand

‘_triea tu frae rodern 1ndustry 1tgelf from the dealth penalty which hanga
over zll sociaty, ’

 "Modern industry indeed comvels soe
to replace the detall-worker of to:
venetlition of one and the same %

duced to the mere fragment of a man hy the fully developed indi-
vidual, fit for a variety of labor, ready to Tace any change in
production, and to whonm the different 8onial funotiona he per-

forms, are but so many nodes of ttiving free secope to his own
natural and acgulie:i vovers."

iety, under penalty of dealh,
lay, arippled by life-long
rivial operation, and thue re-

‘L 3o lour, hovever, as the econonie status o7 lahor remains what it 1s

; under caplialism, 1t is 1mposaihleAfor msdera industr
i

¥y to eecape tihat
1 death penalty.
1 :

The depth and breadth of the olasse trigrles are a sipn that

%the eentradictions of eanitalist praduction are driving toward a resolution,

fizalin Paris, where all social revolutions have hitherto received their

higheet expressiou, is tha testline ground of two modes of labor,

It %8 at
% he sane time the historie 1lluminatin~e whieh enahles

rx to see exactly

how freely asscclated lahnr sheds the fetishisn of co miodities and counter
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poaea itaelf to the laws of the contralization of capital leading to
1ts noncent”ation 1n the kands of one eingle'dapitalist or one single
- capitaliat ﬂnrpnration. '

-_‘ Tha Parie Commne ~- a Form of Worken§ Rule 4

o Thé social révnlution that erupted in Paria on Maroh 18, 1871

was nct 14ka anything every before soen in histnry. The traaon of the
ruling ~;-ea necesaitated the saving of French eivilizatlon by the pro-

. leaarlat._ A ’ew months eariler Napoleon III had lost the Franco-Prussian
 =war.: The bourgeuia republic whioh tocok over the ;E%Egg’of government round

_that 1t waa more afraid of revolutionary Paria than of Bismark's army.

-With the'flight to Versailles of th*b?~nvernnent the revolutionary prOE

letariat reached the- greatest turning point in hiatory, == the ramold;ng

of 1tse1f aa the ruling nloBE, ‘ \ ‘
Louls B_anqui, famous revolutlsnary and head of a secrat arued'forﬁef '

had been plotting iasurrertion geriousaly, unremittingly, for vears. He
. tried aga*n when the Tenuh“in of France showed itae“f readv to BBll o1t to.
Ky Bismark. Eut, without ness sunport, the inaurrentionary plan o? hia sllite
;‘:5roup,failed of necessity, In real 2ife, the insurrectisn came at tho

peak of the asconling revelutisu, nos vice versa.

Co March 1Bth, the soldiers were ordered hy the necad of the reactione
ary goverpment, 1. Thlers, tc tranaport the cannon of Purls to Versallles.
the milkmaida, who were on the sireets, surrounded fhe soldiers, Although
the. men had nbt corte Into the streets trhis early in the norming and the
viomen were net armad, they held thelr oun, As in every roel people's revo-

.gE;gtion, nev strata of nopulation are avakened, This tire it was the women
tyho were the:first 4o act, Then the reveillle was sounded and gll of Paris

wee In the strests, The splea of Thiers bareliy nanged to eseczape with the

information that it was iumessible to ifnform an the leaders of the uprising
since it noumprised the entire povulation,
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:fTﬂa,aot nf selfudefenae was alag tha gct of self-government. 'Just
'L_nGLFﬁpiré wdé the‘ngtural offsﬁring of the parliamgutary

¢ ﬂ#:yhich hgd cruahed. the 1848 revolution 80 the pariiamentary

gové:ﬁngpﬁ:%j{i}lat had succeeded Napoleon III hd. but one function - 0 be

ﬂ tha angina sf.axaas deapotism. The workera found‘,ney had te smash thi=

The rirat ‘met ‘of the revolution Was. to arm itself, 'The armsed people

5 strqok burr against the ubiquitous state orga.us -~ the army, the Police,

“EL-fwhinh were such a feithful copy of the hierarchic division
The first workers' atate in history, ealled
N_The Cotune. vas. Ponposad in the maln of Blanquiste and Pruudhoniets."

But the Blanquists herame "ommurards only by givinm up their insurrect;ppquf

fplan and riding on the wave of the peonle 8 revolution, The Proudhoniéta

11kewiae had %o give up thelp utopian schemas. The devlopment -of large-

3] aaale praduotion hand alwendy undernined the artisan ty¥ne whiceh fohme? the

a

sooial base for Proudhonism. liow, the 1871 revolution destroyed éntirely
ite phtlosoﬁhy of no political s actlvity. The Parisian workers wno hed
Juet ovebthrcwn bourgsois domination got down to the task or mling
themselvss and setting down the donditions of their labor., All this was
being dme while the enemy vas at the gates.

The Destruotion of Bureaunratism

'?hﬂ first deeree or the first workers' state was the abolition of the

standing srmy, The first announcenent of the txpé of political rule to

- be sel up is typleal: "411 wublic services are reorganizzt and sinplified,®

The armed veople smashed parliamentariem, The pesple’s asgenbly was

not %o be a parlianentary talking shop wut a working body, Those who
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_ Tr.ere whs thue to be mo diviaiﬁn betweeﬁ
the eranut ive . and 1egielat1ve bodiea. The sham. independence of the .

:Judioiarv waa eimilarlv eliminated. Judges, as all other representatives,
- Rapreaentative;-of the

" Therefore,

'True to 1ts prolatarian spirit, sone distrints began immediaual
to_olothe and fead their rb*ldran. Education was 9 he npen and frea to

all.- But even above that, the: reorgan*zation of the metnods of eduratinn

g'was to begir with the fullest nartioipation of the whole paonle. The firgt

:ﬂcaal went jout to teachers and parents. The teachers were instructed “to

',anpluy aaaIUuively the exmerimental and selentific metlod, that which

"starts from Tacts, nhvainal nmoral and in%telleatual.”

Hehe P011t1oal Form at Last Discovered"

Tbe utopians had heen busy inventing politieal forme of rule, the
~arparchists isnoring all politieal forns, the petty-hourgeo;a denoarata
acbepting the vparliawentary foru., But this Noumme 1s what the waorkers
came up with -~ smagh the state form of eanital's rule: supergede with
a conmumune-type of self-government, Tris then was "the volitical form at
laat discovered 4o work out the ecnnonie emannination of the proletarint.”

Marx nnd dcduced from nistory that the houremensis gtate forn vould disappear
2nd tha proletarint orsanized as the rulling rlass woulil he the noint of
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ntranaitlon Lo & ulaaalesq soaietv. How he halled the hercism of the

COmmunards. He atudies this Bpecifiu forn. of proleuarian rule and dis-+

3 cloaed 160 seo"et "Pye poltical rule of the ppodunor cannot oooxiat

- a nruletarian denooratic basis, The vorks thamsalvea anpcinted the direvtorg

i

;with the. perpetuatlon of his goolal alavarv.

"ha 1nﬁeparab111ny of politics and economics was established by the

Gommunce, by 1*& ovn worklng axe*tenee. Its Comniesion of Labof and

:Ezchungp, Btaffed rainly by members. of the International, annumplished;

1ts greatast work LDt 1n tho decreas it paaaeﬂ,‘but in the stimulation it
gave tn workara to take things into thelr won hands, It began by asking

'thefwoikers to reopen the works which had bean abandoned by their DﬂnBrB

and run tham thay "the cooperative assoolation of ‘the workers employed 1p

\thﬁp,fﬂ The aim was g1 transform land and means of production intc mere

ggggnxﬁnx 1natrumants of " free and assseisted labor."
' The. Gommuna & workeh#aps themselves were naodels of shops orvahized'dn

ahnp and bennh forenen. ‘These were subject t»o dianissal hy the wnrkera if
relations or eonditions proved unsatis*actorv. ot only wera wages, hours

nd working eonditiona set but, ‘above all, a factory nommittee met ev_gg

Bvanlnr to discuss the next dav a work.

Thus, plain working men, under circumtances of unexamnles diff;nultjy'_:*

governed khemselvas, The Communce, by beﬁng the aelf-government of the

producers, set free all the elements of the future society. Marx described
1t as a "weorking, thinklng, fighting,'bleeding Paris -- gluont forgetful, in

142 incubation of e new soclety, of the canmibals at 1ts patee -- radiant
in the entrwalagm of its historis snitiative i@

The anontaneious maps outburat that tosk this Form of the REOIXKMKK

communs of Papis lasted only two nmonths pwefore the Parisian workers wvere
sgacred bv the blosdiest therror in history. But in those two short months,

tde workers acconplished nore miracles than canitalisn had in as many
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’ uenﬁuriaa. The greatest niracle was ite working exeitanoe.‘-lt abolished

'9the standing arny and armed the pesnle inetead. It smashed to amithereens

state buraaucratiem, placad publia néfiolals on a workman 8 ealagy and

.ma&e them nubject to recall. It abolished the dlvision betwoen the

legialat ve and tha executive and transformed the parliament from a talking

-nu -% Horuing body., It ocreated new eonditiena for labur. On all fronta the

'nreative 1nit1ative of the nasses had ensured the maximmm activity of the

mass andlthe_mxnimum for 1ts eleated represontatives, . It thus etripped the
fetishiums oft all forms of rule: economic, politiesl, 1ntallectual.

"3 _The Fatishiem of_Gommodities and Plan 'va, Freely Assoclated
i . or and Contro “of Pro Uﬂtion

it was ths totali ty of the reorganization of soalsty by the Gommunarda

that sned new 1naight 1nto the verversity of relations under capitaliam.

By smashing ‘the old etate-form ani BUDS"EBdiﬂﬂ it with the Gonmune, 4n end

“hgd heen put 0 the hierarchis d*vﬁ_ian of lahor, the division bstween

‘po]iticd and eoonumios’included. By exposing the bourgeols state to be the

publ e forop of' aoclal enslavenent tirat it ven, the prolotariat demonsuraued

now the abeolutelvy new ;o“m o cooveration, released fronm its value integu-

ment, expraaaes iteelf., This was 8o clearly the ahsolute opposite uf the
dialectlc movenent of labor under caitallen, forced into a value- form, that

all the fetlahiama vere Btripppd of f the latkr.
Before the Cormiune, Marx had written that only freely assgociated labor

'could-strip off the fetishism from ngnwuditiee. How that the Gnmmunarda_

A

4id nreo¢selv that, bnth 11luminated and extended the theory so that in the

4

Sivil YWar in France, he writee that uiat 18 now alear ls that if ecooperative

broduection itself is not to heesme "a sham and & snare" it must bhe under the
‘arkers swit esntroi. At the sune tine, he prepares a nev, French edition of

\PITAL dnd there, aes he tells us, in the afterword, he had changed the
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*“hence then arises the enigmatical charaatoer of the
produntxqr lauo‘ B0 8oon a8 1t asaumea the form of
aomnndl Wanp® (IP ‘od, p, 42) = N

Aud he‘anaWerB"’iﬁtﬁﬁﬁ “Glearly from this form 1taeis,*

'1#4§to'this 6dition, this wag 0% that clear to anyone

) .fha simpliaity of expression achieved in 1872 is worth
bpﬂdielly,sinca 1ts -Bigniricanae has been losat even to Marxizm,
‘ THRIA) othing eimple about a commod¢ty. It i8 a great fetish,
'a+:mak§a'ﬁh_‘despetic ncnditione of eapltglist produotion aggeaf'as ir
they Wera- aelf»evident truths of sonlgl’ production\ Nothing aoculd be:

;further,frcm~tha truth Juat as thase aonditions were Historﬂdélli

embzyo ocntaina all fha oontradﬂnttans oL eanitalisnm,

-“'ﬁTPa Dualiatx af Gan‘taliau —oudety _

This simple thing was- beyond the bercention af the ureatest baurgeois

econonlet, Rneardo, despite the iiseova:

Long”béfnro CAPITAL, Marx hag analvzed Lne duglity Pervading nnurgoié
soclety: "In our davs everything seens pregnanu wilth its tMmtraty; nadiinery
w1fted with the vonderful power go Bnortening ang fructifying hunan labor, we
behold starving ang overwor?inﬁ it. The new-fansles sournes or wealth, by

Lome strenge weinrd spell, are turneqd into souvrces of vant. The vintopries of
Erms géen hought by the loss of rharaster. at the sand pace thnt nanking

“stars nature, man secms to henome enslaved t9 nthen nen or %o his own

T ——
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1nfamy. Evan the pure 1ight of soienne‘aeems unable to shine but on
‘a. dafk background of igncrance. Alll our 1nvent1"na and progress seem to
raeult 1n andowins material Turces with 1ntellectua1 life, and stultifyins

hum&n 11fo into a materinl foree, This antagonism between mudern industry

K%

and éu&ﬁho& on tha one hand, modern misery and dissolution on tha othepr

_Zha firet workad out the conaept of allenated labor. Nevertheleea, 1naofar
aa eoonomic catagorie wore eocerned, he aocepued tham, more or 1ess,

88 worked ‘out” by clasaical palitical eonomy. That 1s true as 1ate as’ the

publicaticn of Gritilque of Politicel Economy in 1859, when he 8till uses
exchange—valua in the mense ‘or value not’ 1n the sense of value-form,‘ _
merely. taking for granted that "evervone knows" that what 1is really in-
volvad in ‘the exhhange of things are produotion relations, By 1867

and . the first edi ion of CAPI?AL he s*nrles out the rawuod&tv-form

as ‘the fetish. But even here, the main emphasis 1s on the fantastie
form of aprearance of produrt*on relatinpa as exchange of thinpse. It is

only efter the illumination of the Paria Jerrune that his French editlon
ghifta the emnha is from ite fantastic form of appearance to the necessity

of that form of anpearance because that is, in truth, what relatinns of
paoplg(at the point of nroduction are: "ﬁéterial relations between
persoﬁe and -social reletions between things,"

Hawving located the trouble at iss Bburce, Marx sees that a product

of labor can have no other form than that of a comucdity and hence the
simplieity of his answer to whence the fetishism of cormodities crmes,

"Clearly from the form itself."
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evorytﬂihg under cnriballsm 16 1nverted, ner that machine dominates uan,
;{p t?éﬁﬁ‘machlneﬁ, nor thﬂt all snianus 18 ambodied in the machine rather

\ i
15&3"161 tthe actua... prcduuera.. He wrote otten anougn of hovw confined and
. 1311 human relations are under canitaliﬂm and stressed thatit l

_,f.ham;.t ",

“-1?' ;:.j Tha

; .
,?‘;": a~va1ua furm of the prnduat of labor is not only the ‘moat
’gahB& gtinbggu%59% gop% un%i u?igg “4 aéggmtha%kegosurEHon
. as’'a partiocular speries of sonial produotion and therby ‘gives
4% its spsolsli historical character., If then we treat this
Z@mode ‘of ‘production ae one eternally fixed by nature for every *
'state -of sngiety, we necessarily overlook that which is the
-aifferentic speoirina of the valve-form, and consequently
the commodity—-form and nf the further developnents, money—form,

*'napital-fnrm, etao,"”

Lo f—ﬁhat vas new was that.theCommuna, by releasing labor frpm the
3fcqnfiy§a'nf value produntion, show how Peonle freelv associated without

thé ﬁeEpotisﬁ of canital or the mediation of things. Contrzst the ex-

pansiveusss of that novemant with the mutilation of labor under eapitaliem,
robbing the workers of all form of their own and redunsing them meraely to.

a conponent, of labor in teueru., That 1s the svecific character of lahor
under caniteilam., The value-form vhich alone roatalns the reduetions uf
the many venried emearete labors into one ahstrant nass is tho necessary
regult of this aneelfic aharacter of aanpitalist labor. Sseinig the posiiive
achlevements of the Commune, the riechness =f the human traits when onee the
full and free develoniwnt of eacﬁ individual has hemgun, lLias hecnue the

eondition far the full and free developnent of all, hraught into such

gharp relief %*hat %the fetisghisn of caminiléy arises fim tre form 1tself
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a8 both a logleal
aociul phenumanon.. It 1nvnlved everything —-»property,
Ey déalin vith thelr soclaL rslationa

,Lpnditions o their being and the relations amons them—

ply—estah‘iahed theory. ¥EX The theory a¥asy gained .

‘Laaea of hiﬂtor{ itaelf. Not alone wae the. form nf

Imnortant additinns hare_¢ntroduoed into the

develoument ﬂi‘ the 1aw of coneentration a.nd ventralization of riapita.l:

"In a glvan snolety, the 1imit wculd-be redched at the
‘moment vhen the enfire sanial canital were united in

the hand either of a Blngle canitalist or singgd
oanitalﬁst cnrpuratinn

Iét *hc impor .anne of this arueclal addition, with which we shall

'deal in detall when we snalyze our own age of state canitalism in Part IV,
315 not in the predintion of state-capisalisnm hut in the faect that nothing

at all fundamental is ahanped in the relatiqna between elasses by such an
‘exkreme development. On the contrary, all eontradictions are pushed %o

yha extrane,

‘g& We ara bank tso hiatory and 1te proeessss, 3ut 8o Tirnly does Harx

have hls feet on the ground that he daes not allow CGAPITAL to end with the

hi-torical tendency and its famous ' axnropriation of the expropriatora.”
No, he inalsts on returning ue Lo presont-day ca-italism and its origin in

pﬂimitlve acrumulation, Marx ends the major work of his 1ife with the

veminde.: thet the "canitalist nodse of production and aceunulation and
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uil*aupprass the very posaibility of néw revolts. In rgality,

iy 3

th rav I1te. of the new rlaas of, proletariana, "a claes alwavs inoreaeing'.
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