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Editor's Note

Dunayevskaya's 1953 Letters on Hegel's
Absolutes first appeared in mimeographed form
in 1955-as part of the pamphlet Philosophic
Notes. These Letters were. reproduced, in
mimeographed form, in 195€ and (in excerpts)
in 1974. The text that follows is a reproduction
of the 1953 Letters as prepared by Dunayev-
skaya for publication in the 1955 Philosophic
Notes. No changes or insertions have been
made, except for correcting obvious typograph-
Jcal errors. We have taken the liberty of adding
page references to all the quotations from Hegel
in brackeats. '

We have provided in the footnotes a complete
list of the changes introduced by the author into
the text of.the 1953 Letters between their first
appearance in 1955 and their subsequent re-
issuing in mimeographed form in 1556 and
1974. All footnotes were added in 1989 by the

_editors .




The Letter of
May 12, 1953

_ - May 12, 1953
Dear H;! ' ‘

- Tam goinyg to take the plunge and if it turns out that
I have behaved like a bull in a china shop—well, I
simply have to take my chances or I will never get to

- sleep nights at all.? There is no concrete problem that -

I meet daily, no matter how minor, that doesn't send
me scurrying to the LOGIC and by now I'm so drunk
with it all that I brazenly shout that in the dialectic of
the Absolute Idea is the dialectic of the party and that
I have just worked it out.

———— e e

Jf‘-"?..‘i.b—-ﬁ.

Just like that, I have taken the plunge.® But T will
restrain:myself {rom beginning with the conclusions
and the differentiation of us from Lenin and even us
from 1948* but I will have You bear with me as I go

e e e e e i

LR

~ V"H" stands for “Hauser," the organizational name used by

Grace Lee Boggs in this period; "W, the signature at the end. stunds
for “Weaver," the arganizational name used by Raya Dunayevsiaya
in this pericd,

2 This sentence does not appear in the 1956 edition,

3 The first two sentences of this paragraph do not appear in the
1986 edition. )

# The phrase "even us from 1948 refers to a 1948 manuscripl
by CL.R. James, then co-leader with Raya Dunayevskaya of the
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24 The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism

through the whole last chapter of the Logic. Howaver,
before I do so, let me state what I am not doing: 1) 1
am not touching upon the mass party; the workers will
do what they will do and until they do we can have
only the fainiest intimation of the great leap. 2] This
is not 1948, but 1953; I am not concerned with sponta-
neity versus organization, nor with Stalinism which the
workers will overcome.®

‘1 am concerned only with the dialectic of the
vanguard party of that type of grouping like vurs, be
it large or small, and its relationship-to the mass.

Let's begin with the beginning: *“The Absolute Idea
_has now turned out lo be the identity of the Theoretical
and the Practical Idea. .. " {p. 466 J&S; 824M; 548W)°
At this moment this means to me that the party is the

Ly

“'Johnson-Ferest Tendency” within the Socialist Workers Party

" {SWP]. James' manuscript, first called the “Nevada Document,” has

* since been published in book form as Notes on Dialectics {Westport:
Larvrence Hill & Co, 1980}, .

5 In the 1956 edition, this paragraph rends as follows:

But I will restrain mysell_from beginning with the
cenclusions, and the diffecentintion of us from Lenin and
cven us from 1948, but I will have you bear with me as
T gn through the whalc fast Chapier of the LOGIC,

EHowever, before I do 50, Ict me state what [ am not doing:

1) Taty net teuching upon the mass party; the workers will
do what they will do, and unul they do, we can have only
the faintest intimation of the great leap, 2) This is not 1948,
hut 1953; 1 am not concerned with sponkaneity versus
organization, nor with Stalinism which the waorkers will
overcorse,

S Hegel's Science of Logic, Vel. 11, translaled by W.H, Johnsion
ond L.G. Struthers [New York: MacMillan, 1928); all quotes in the
following text are from this edition, The first parenthetical page
citalion refers to Vol. 11 of the Johnston & Stesthers translation,
designated hereafter ps “J&S"; the second Is to the translation by
AV. Miller {London: Allen & Unwin, 1969) and is designated os "M"":
the third is 10 the German edition, published as Vol. 6 of Hegel's
Werke, edited by Eva Moldenhauer and ‘Karl Markus Michel
[Frankfurt: Subrkampl Verlag, 1969), and is designated hereafler as
W
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Letter of May 12, 1955 25

identity or unity of the activity of the leadership ana
the activity of the ranks, “(E)ach of these by itself is
one-sided and 2ontains the Idea itself only as a sought
Beyond and an unattained goal; each consequently is
a synthesis of the tendency, and both contains and does
‘not contain the Idva. .. * (p. 466 J&S; 824M; 548
49WJ" And further down on the same page we have
the warning that the Absolite Idea “contains the highest
oppasition within itsejr” ‘ ‘

While the staggering truth of this last phrase sinks

"in, I'will make one more quotation from that page: “The

Absolute Idea is the only object and content of philo-
sophy. As it contains every determinateness, and its

essence is to return to itself through its self-determi-

nation or particularization, it has various phases. It is
the business of philosophy “to recognize it in them,
Nature and Spirit are different manners of presenting
its existence, , . [p. 466 J&S; 824M; 549wW)

Because the party is the only objéct and content of
our philosophy here, I wish to make two jump-. here,

~One is td contrast to the manner in which Other is

explained on this page where "Nciion. . . as person,
is impenetrable and atomic subjectivity; while at the
same time it is not ev-lysive individuality, but is, for
itself, universality an':i'cogriition, and in jts Other has
its own objectivity for object." (p. 466 J&S; 824M; 549w]
Here then Other is the proletariat outside, What I wish
to contrast to it is the description of Other when the
‘Notion is further developed on p. 477 where Other
turns out to be, not the proletariat outside, but the party
itself.® Hegel says:

“In the 1955 edition Dunayevskaya added the words “Hegel
continues,” preceding this quotlation.
81n the 1956 cdition this paragruph zeads 5z follows:
Because the party s the only object and content of ogr
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26  The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanisn

“The second or negative and mediated determination
is at the same time the mediating determination. At first
it may be taken as simple determination, but in truth
it is a reference or-relation; for it is negative—the
negative, however, of the positive, and includes the
laiter. Ii is not therefore the Other of a term to which
it is indifferent, for thas it would be neither an Other,
nor a reference or relatior; it is the Other in itself, the
Other of an Other, It thus includes its own Other, and
50 is contradiction, or the pnsited dialectic of itself.”
(pp. 476-77 J&S; 834-35M; 562W)

The other jump that I referred to that I wish to make
is to leave the Logic for a moment and go to the last
chapter in the PHENOMENOLOGY. In that chapter on

"Absolute Knowledge Hegel writes: "“The object as a
whole is the mediated result {the syllogism) or the
passing of universality into individuality through speci-
fication, as also the reverse process from individual to
universai through cancelled individuality or specific
determination.” (p.-790B; 480M; S50H)°

_philaiaphy here, 1 wish to make two jumps here. One is -
-to céntrast the description of Other on this page to that
on p. 477. On p. 466 he defines Mulion “as person {whickh! -
is impenetrable and atomic subjectivity; while at the same
time it is not exclusive individuality, but is, for itself,
universality and cognition, and in its Other has its own
objectivity for object.” Here, then, Other Is the proletariat
outside. On p. 477, however, Other-iurns out to be, not
the proletariat outside, but the party itself. .

2 Ilegel's Phenomenology of Mind, translated with an Introduc-
tion by [.B. Baillie {London: Allen & Unwin, 1931}, All quotes from
Hegel's Phenomenology in the following text are from this edition,
The first parenthetical page citation refers to the Baillic translation,
designated hereafler as *'B"; the second v fers to the translation by
AV, Miller [Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979) and is designated
as "M"; the third refers to the German text as edited by Johannes
Hoffmeister [Haraburg: Felix Meiner Verlog, 1952} and is dexignated
as IIH.N
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Letter of May 12, 1953 27

Take a second look at the phrase, “the mediated

- result”” and remember that our object is the party and
that we are working out the trlengular relationship. not
only pelitically but philosophically: tiz, syllogistically
speaking, the party is the totality, the mediated result
of-the three layers'® and a the same time it is what it
is by its relationship to the proletariat outside, on the
.one hand, and to the universai of socialism, on the other
hand, except that the two are now- ot “on the gne
hand'* and “on the other hand'* but interpenetrated.

Hegel goes on ip- 804]): "Spirit is the movement of
the self which empties (externalizes) itself of se|f and
sinks itself within its own substance, and qus subject,

" both has gone out of that substance into itself, making
its substarice an. object and a content, and algo
- supersedes this distinction of objectivity and content;

{p. 804B; 490M; '561H)

S0 Socialism tao as it “externalizus” itself jn parties,
and in this case I mean not the vanguard grouping but
the Paris Commune, the Soviets, the CIO, and so is
Hegel talking of history: "“The other aspect, however,
in which Spirit comes into being, History, is the provess
of becoming in terms of knowledge, o conscious self-
mediating process~Spirit externalized and emptied into
Time!" (p. 807B; 492M: 563H) But he does not leave
it at history {which includes historic development for

1

f
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|
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PR 4.0

'8C.L.R. James developed a cancept of “three layers" after the
Johnson-Forest Tendency left the SWP. patterned on his interpre-
tation of Vol. IX of Lenin's Selected Works. The term “first layer™
referred to the “intellectyal leadership”; “second layer referred
to the "experienced politicos™; “third layer” referred 1o the rank-
and-file workers, women, Blacks and youth who were seen as
representing the masses cutsicle, With her 1953 pitilosophic
breakthrough, Dunnyevskaya worked aut the totally new concept
of the relationship between the "movement from iheory" and the
“moveraent from pructice that js itsell a form of theory:

P et 2

g
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28 The Philbsophic Moment of Mnrxisbl—!umunism

us not only of the above, bul the historic deveivpinent
of the party 1903, 1920-3, now!. He ends Absolute
Knowledge with: {p. 808

*The goal, which is Absolute Knowledge or Spirit
knowing itself as Spirit. finds its pathway in the recol-
lection of spiritual forms [Geisicr} as they are io
themselves and as they accomplish the organization of
their spiritual kingdom. Their conservation, looked at
from the side of their free existence appearing in the
form of contingency, is History: looked at from the side
of their intellectually comprehended organization, itis
the Science of the ways in w.ich knewledge appears.
Both together, or History {intellectually} comprehended
{begriffen), form at once the recollection and the
Golgotha of Absolute Spirit, the reality, the truth, the
certainty of its throne, without which it were lifeless,
solitary, end alone! {p. B08B; 493M; 564H)

Now the way I see this ccnnect with the Logic [p.
466 J&S; B24M; 548W) where I left off before 1 began
jumping around, is that where the "'various phases"
could have meant stages of developmetit within the
party such as 1903, 19203, etc., the recognition of the
different manners of the existence of Absolute Idea us
Nature and Spirit, or the country. and sumething like
the CIO rather than a "’strict party’ meant you are a
{oo! if you cannot recognize the party in that for that
is socialism just as at one time it was sufficient to define
it as “electricity plus soviets.*!' The world concepts,
the American roots, and us, We will come back to that,
but now [ wish to return to Hegel as he develops his
Absolute Idea logically. On the next page {467) he

11 This refers to Lenin's 1920-21 view that “Cornmunism is Sovict

wer plus the cleetrification of the whole country.® See icnin's
Collected Works [Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1977, Val. 31, p.
419 und p. 516.
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Letter of May 12, 1953 =z

writes: “Thus the logical Idea has itself as infinite form
for content. . .. Asopposed Lo form, content appears
as Other and as given. . .,

“Fhe Absolute Idea itself has ‘only this further
content, that the forni-detenuination is jis own
perfected totality—the pure Notion. . . . What rermaing
therefore to be considered here is not a content as such,
but the universal element of its. form—that is, the
method.” (p. 467 J&S; 825M; 550W)

In the party both as political organization and ac the

realizatich of the theory of knowledge, the "form-deter-
minations" or form of relations between leaders and
ranks, between the various layers, and within each layer .
tells the whole story. There is no content outside of that.
Or, once again to stick ciose to Hegel, "The method

“therefore is both soul and substance. and nothing is’
either conceived or known in its truth ecep in so far
4s it is completely subject to the method. .. " [p, 468
J&S; 826M; 551-52W)

Hegel brings l'hi's{development of methed to a climax
by contrasting sharply what it is to inquiring cognition
where it is “in the position of a tool, of a means which
stands on the subjective side, whereby the methed

 relates itself to the obiject” [p. 469 J&S: 8B27M; 552W!
to what it is in the dialectic: "'But in true cognition the
method is not merely a quantity of certain determi.
nations: it is the fact that the Notion is determined jn
and for itself, and is the mean only because it equally
has the significance of cbjective, so that, in the conciu-
sion, it does not merely achieve an external determi-
hateness through the method, but is posited in its
identity with the subjective Notion" [p. 469 J&S; 827M:
553W)

Itis directly after this that Hegei discloses to me the

YIRS ek e vy et
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30  The 'Phil'osophl'c Moment of Marxis:-Humaniém .

secrel of something that I have been chewing over like )
a dog'does a bone, for many a imoon-~the intuition of
the ieader which he calls "internat intuition.” First, let's
‘watch the process of arriving at infernal intuition: 1)
method only has to have a beginning and so that is
where we must begin 2] but this beginning {and he
warns later that ‘'neither in actuality nor in thought"'
is there any beginning "'so simple and abstract as is
commonly. imagined"} is not “the immedizte of
sensuous intuition" which “'is manifold and individual.”
3} no, this beginning is “internal intuition.” {pp. 470, .
471 ]&S;.827, 828, 829M; 554, 555W1 -

. Sacondly, note the contrast between “the immediate
“of sensuous intuition'‘and which comes.from that.
which is, from the way, we would say, the third layer
lives, and *"the internal intuition” of the leader which

comes from the way he thinks. .

Jam these two oppoasites together, and you will first
understand a sentence back on p. 467: *"The self-deter-
mination therefore in which zlone the Idea js, ic to hear
itself speak. ., " [p. 467 J&S; 825M; 550W) "In 1 word,
the self-development of socialism, objectively and sub-
Jectively, gives off impulses which come one way to
the leader, another way to the class as a whole, but what
is important is that it is determined to appear “'to hear
itself speak.” And the beautiful part about the “internal
intuition" is that this "beginning must be inherently . .
defective and must be endowed with the impulse of
self-development.” [p. 471 J&S; 820M: 555W)

So that, finally, we reach Hegel's conclusion that
nothing in life or in thought has a beginning so simple
as is imagined but that “every beginning must be'made
from the Absolute, while every progress is merely the
exbibition of the Absolnte. ... The progress is therefore

11762




Letter of May 12, 1953 133

not a kind of everflow, which it would be if in (ruth
that which begins were already the Absolute; rather
the progress consists in this, that the universa] deter-
mines itself and is the universal for itself, that is, is
equally also individual and subject. It is the Absolute
only in its completion’* (pp. 47172 j&S; s20M;
555-56W)

S0 although we began with the universal of socialism
- and although we have seen socialism in the various
phases of the Commune, the Soviets, the CIO, it is-not
yet IT for it can be it “only in its completion!' The new
society will not be untif it is; now we see only intima-
tions, approximations, butit is nevertheless all around
us, in the lives of the workers and in the theory of the
- party, 'so unlil the solution of the conflict and the
abolition of the division, we are back to stages of
development: “cause is the highest stage in-which the
concrete Notion as beginning has an immediate
existence in the sphere of necessity; but ii is not yet
a-subject which, gs such, preserves itself aiso jn its
actual realization”" (p, 472 J&S; 830M; 556W)

Here [ wish you to remember that in this page and

in the next-is where Lenin made his own 16-point
- definition of 1he dialectic, the sssence of whici: wys
three-fold:* 1) the transformatian of suytking ir'to its
oppasite [cqllapse of 2nd International); 2) the absolute
in every relative which is the transition to something
else (Monopoly as eve of socialist revolution); and

12See Lenin, Collecied Works [Moscow: Progress Publishus,
1976), Vol. 38, pp, 22022, Also see Appendix B of Dunayevskayn's
Marxise: and Freedom, from 1776 unijf Today (New York: Bookman
Associales, 1958}, pp. 348:50, for the {irst English translation of
Lenin's *“Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic'” as there are signifi-
cant differences betwesn Dunayeyskaya's translation and that of
the later editions, Hereafter, the editions are ciled as "'Lenin, Ciy,
Vol. 38" and "RD, App. B respectively.,

SRRV TP
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32 The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism

3) thought reflects reality [objective world connections).
That we can fit Lenin in too here historically can now
- be seen from the fact that in the previous section on -
The Idea of Cognition Lenin had gone further, saying .
* that “Man's cogriition not only refiects the objective
world but creates,”' but when he rcached the Abso-
lute Idea it was not the creativity that he developed but
the objective world connections because to him in 1915
the Idea as “objective truth" of necessity predominated
over any actual reconstruction of society, or the 1917
“socialism looking at u.s_?{qrough all windows!'"

. TE T

. We, however, can go further, and:»ot only further

than Lenin but further than we ourselves did in 1948

'when the Nevada Dialectics so profoundly heid forth
.on the positive in the-negative. But holding fast to the -
positive in the negative then meant only the general
... development of . socialism _ thrangh . avercoming

- Stalinism, whereas now we can be more concrete, at

least in relation to our own organization where the

mediating determination is ahegative "but the negative

of the positive and includes the latter! Now you can

see why some 11 pages back'® I called attention to

_ this further determination of Other as "its own

Other.. the posited dialectic of itself'* [p. 477 J&S;
835M; 562W): ""—The first or immediate term is the No-"

tion in itself, and therefore is the negative only In itself;

the dialectic moment with it therefore consists in this,

that the distinction which it implicitly contains is

posited in it. The second term on the other hand is jtzelf

the determinate entity, distinction or relation; hence

13 Lenin, CW, Vol. 38, p. 212; RD, App. B, p. 347. Both edilions
quot: Lenin's aphorism fully as: “Man's cognition not only reflects
the objective warld, but creates it

1 See Lenin, CW, Vol, 25, p. 363,

15 See page 26, above.




Letter of May 12, 1953 33

with it the dialectic moment consists in the positing
of the wnity which is contained init." (. 477 J&S; 835M;
562W) . . ,

We have reached the turning point despite the unity
or the party as a totality, since *"The negativity which
has just been considered is the turning point of the
maovement of the Notion. It is the simple point of
negative self-relation, the innermost source of all

- activity, of living and cpiritual self-movement, the
dialectic soul which all truth has in it and through
which it alone is truth; for the transcendence of the

- Opposition between the Notion and Reality, and that
unity which is the truth, rest upon this subjectivity
alone.—The,;‘s_gcond negative, the negative of the
negative, which we have reached, is this transcendence
of the contradiction, but is nu more the uctivity of an
external reflection than the contradiclion is; it is the
innermost and most objective moment of Life and

_. Spirit, by virtue of which a subject ie perconal and fiee

“lpp. 47778 Jas; 835.36M: 563W)

NOw STAND up AND SHOUT PERSONAL AND
FREE, PERSONAL AND FREE, PERSONAL AND
FREE AS LENIN SHOUTED LEAP LEAF, LEAP
WHEN HE. FiRST SAW DIALECTICAL DEVELOP.
MENT TO RE THAT AND ALSO THE OBJECTIVE
WORLD,'

I'will return to freedom, and where our age proves
it has abolished the distinction between theory and
practice and that which is the preoccupation of the
theorists freedom out of one-party totalitarianism!? ijs -
the preocenpation of the Ereat masses, but now I must

" 18See Lenin, CW, Vul. 33, p. 123; RD, App. B, p, 330,
17 In the 1974 edition the phrase “freedom from out of one-party
totalitarianism” js separated off with dashes, .




34  The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Humanism

still stick close to Hegel for when he'reaches that point
he goes not into peeans of freedom but an attack on
all old radical parties from the Social-Democracy {Kant
to Hegel) to the SLP™ {formalists to Hegel) and he
does not let go until the method itseif extends itself into
a system: [p. 480}

- And on p. 482 he says "The method effects this as
a system of totality . . . . This progress determines itself,
first, in this manner, that it begins from simple deter-
minatenesses and that each subsequent one is richer
and more concrete’’ It has not-been in a straight line,

_ but an approach both rearward and forward so that now
we tan see ''In the absolute method the Notion
‘preserves itself in its otherness, and the universal in
its particularization, in'the Judgement and-in reality;
it raises to each next stage of determination the whole
mass-of its antecedent content, and by its dialectical
progress not only loses nothing and leaves nathing
behind, but carriés_with it all. that it has acquired,
enriching and concentrating itself upon ilself”" {pp.
482-83 J&S; 840M; 569W]

So that none of the other philosophies [parties to us)
just degenerated or died, but tieir a.nievements have
" been incorporaled in L. new philosophy or party and
this new has been enriched '‘concentrating itself upon
Vitself"" for we have that new source, the third layer.”

Now watch this: *Each rew stage of exteriorization
(that is, of further determination} is also an interior-
ization, and greater extension is also higher intensity.”
(p. 483 J&S; 840-4131; 570W) What a more perfect

- 18 uSLP" refers to the Socialist Labor Party.
19 In the 1974 cdition the phroses philosophies {parties to us] and
stew source, the third layer, are underlined.
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Letter of May 12, 1953 135

_description of g0ing outward with B,* and becoming
richer inward and more intense, ‘

“The highest and acutest point is simple Personality,*
continues Hegel, “which, by virtue alone of the absolute
dialectic which js jts nature, equaily holds and £ompre-
hends everything within itseli because jt peifectly
liberates itself. , . {p. 4837&S; 841M; 570W! 5o we
are back at liberation and until the end-of The Absolute
Idea that will be the theme, Iiberatio:_a, freedom and
an absolutely uncompromising, Bolshevik attack on
impatience. If you are right and the Unhappy Con-
‘sciousness should somehow go as part of Abernism—

- and [ agree with you there—then nevertheless I will
not let go of Lelaud. Just listen to tha absolutely
devastating analysis by ' mber Hegel
docs it as he has alread approached freedom and we,
met that type w '

hen we approached independance.22

77 prasa: “That impatience whose only wish is to
80 beyond the determinate {whether in the form
of beginning, object, finite, or in any other form)
and'to be immediately in the absolute, has nothing
before it as.object of its €ognitin~] but the empty
negative, the abstract infinite,~or else a would-be
absolute, which is imaginary because if s neither

20 “B" refers to Charles Denby's Indignant Hear, first published
in 1952, An expanded editfon was published in 1978 as Indignant
Heart: A Black Worker's Journal {Boston: Sout; End Press); 2 new -
expanded edition was published jn 1989 by Wayne State U-viversity

ress,

2! Martin Abern, one of the founders of Trotskyism in the us,
died in 1947, In 2 1953 document entitled “Our Organization,”
Dunayevskaya characterized “Abernism' as "cliquism, unprincipled
combinationism, g0ssip and intrigue.* Loland wr.s the organizalionat
secretary in 1951-52 of Corraspondenne CeSumitees, the organiza-
tion o which Dunayevskaya belonged t.um 1951 10 1955,

n-Forest Tendency

AN vt s s e Tras
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36  The Philosophic Moment of Marxist-Huriianism

posited nor comprehended.’ [p: 484 1&S; 841-42M; -
571W] ‘

1am shaking all over for we have come to where we
-part from Lenin.® I mentioned before that, aithough
in‘the approach to the Absolute Idea.Lenin had
mentioned that man's cognition not only reflects the
objective world but creates it but that within the chapter
he never developed it. Objective world connections,
materialism, dialectical materialism it is true, but not
the object and subject a5 one fully developed—that's
what he saw. Then he reaches the last paragraph: "For
" the Idea posits itself as the absolute unity of the pure
_ Notion and its Reality. and thus gathers itself into the
" immediacy of Being; and in doing so, as totality in this
form, it is Naiure!’ {p. 485 J&S; 843M; 572W)*

~ There..Lenin stops—it is the beginning of the last

. ?grggrgph_-'gp_d he QYS?_?',ThiR ghrase on the last page ...
of the Logic is exceedingly remarkable. The transition
of the logical idea to Nature. Stretching a hand to
materialism. This is not the last phrase of the Logic,
but further till the end of the page is unimportant.®

But, my dear Viadimir Ilyitch, it is not true; the end
of that page is important; we of 1953, we who have lived
3 decades after you and tried tosbsorb ali you have
" left us we can tell you that.

Listen to the very next sentence: "But this determi-
nation is not a perfected becoming or a transition. .. .
(p. 485 J&S; 843M; 573W) Remember how transition
was everything to you in the days of Monopoly, the eve

#31n the 1974 cdition the phrase, where we part from Lenin, is
underlined. )

241n the 1974 cdition this paragraph has vertical double lines
drawn slongside il.

25 Lenin, CIV, Vol 38, p, 275, RD, App. B, p. 352,
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‘Letter of May 12, 1955 37

of socialism. Well, Hcgel has passed beyond transition,
he says this last determination “'the pure Idea, in which
the determinateness or reality of the Notion is itself
raised to the level of Notion, is an absolute liberation,
having no further immediate determination which is
not equally posited and equally Notion, Consequently
there is no transition in this freedom. . . . The transition
here therefore must rather be taken lo mean that the
Idea freely releases itself in absolute self-security and -
self-repose!’ (pp. 485, 456 J&S; 843M; 573W) .
You see, Viadimir Ilyitch you didn't have Stalinism’ b
to overcome, when transitions, revolutions seemed
- sufficient to bring the new society. Now everyone looks
at the totalitarian one-party state, that is the new that
must be overcome by a totally new revolt in which
everyone experientes “absolute liberation” So we build
- with you from 1920-3 and include the experience of

---thras

But, H, {Hauser, not Hegel] I have not finished yet,
“not that last paragraph in Hegel, nor my ‘summation,
for we must retrace our steps to the paragraph before
and as we do, iet's keep in mind Marx's last chapter
of Capital [Vol. 1}. Hegel writes: “In so far th » pure Idea
of Cognition is enclosed in subjectivity, and therefore
is an impulse to transcend the latier; and, as last result,
pure truth becomes the beginning of another sphere
and science. This transition need here only be inti-
mated. [p. 485 J&S; 843M; 572-73W) And then he goes
into how the Idea posits itself and is liberation. That,
he says. he cannot fully develop here: he can only
intimate it, s

Now you will recall that that is precisely what Marx
does in the Accumulation of Capital when he reachss
the laws of concentration and centralization of capital

R R L
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and socialization of labor, He says he cannot develop
these, but he can give an intimation, and this intimation
turns out to be that 1) the ultimate would be
centralization of capital "in the hands of one single
capitalist corporation' 2) that it would not matter if that
occurs peacefully or violently, 3] but that with the
centralization grows also the revolt, and it is not just
any revolt but one that is “'organized, united, disciplined
by the very mechanism of capitalist production.'*?¢

H, are you as excited as I? Just as Marx's development
of the firm of thé commodity and money came from
Hegel's syllogistic U P 1, so the Accumulation of Capial
fthe General Absolute Law] is based on The Abjolute
Liea® . _ S

Remember also that we kept on repeating Lenin's
aphorism that Marx may not have left us "*a" Logic,

- bui he jeft us-the logic of Capital.® This is it—the
“logic of Capital is the dialectic of bourgeois society: the
state capitalism at one pole and the revolt at the other.

At one stage we tried to divide socialization of lehor
from revolt, the former being still capitalistic, and the
latter the beginning of socialism. We didn't get very fac
because that socialization was capitalistic but revolt
liberates it from its capitalistic integument. Marx,
however, dealing with the dialectic of capitalist society
did not make the negation of the negation any more

28 Kar) Marx, Capital {Chicago: Charles H. Kerr, 1996), Vol. |, pp.
836-37. Also see the Marx Library edition, translated by Ben Fowkes
{New York: Vintage Books, 1977), p. 929.

27 This refers to Hegel's syllogism “Universal-Particular-
Individual”; see “The Notion™ in Hegel's Science of Logic pp- 234.57
J&S: 600-22M; 273-300W). See also Marx‘s Capital, Vol, I, chapler
L, "The Commedity.” and chapter 25, “The General Law of Capitalist
Accumulation.”

4% See Lenin, CW, Vul, 38, p. 317; RD, App. B, p. 353,
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concrele, but, on the contrary, in the last chapter returns
to the origins of capitalism,

Now we are ready to return to the'last few sentences
of the Logic, ending with “Bul this next resolution of
the pure Idea—to determine jisels as external Idea—
thereby caly posits for itself the mediation out of which
the Notion arises as free existence that out of externality
has passed into itself; arises to perfect its salf-liberation
in the Philesophy of Spirit, and to discover the highest
Notion of itself in that Iogical sciénce as the pure Notion
which forms a Notion of itself!’ [p, 486 J&S; 843-44M:

573w - AT

{Please, Hauser, can you get 2 hold of a copy of
Philosophy of Spirit or is it Mind? [ am brazen enough
. to want to swna there toc. I have an.instinet that we. -
couidn't gel very far there vyhen we tried it before
because we cquated Mind to party, but now that I
believe the dialectic of the Absolute Idea is the dialectic -
. of the party, I feel that Mind is the new saciely gestating
in the old, and I feel sure we could get a lot of very
valuable dialectical developments there, and what is
50 significant about that aiso is the building of the new
_ within the old makes it possible to stop Jjumping from
high point to high point but rather to follow concrel ely
since this new is in the daily struggle.)

Somewhere in the letters about Lenin's Philosophic
Notebooks it is stated that Lenin was aware of the gap
between his Universal {"to a man") and the concrete
Russian proletariat, where we are more aware of the
identity of the Universal and the concrete American
proietariat. What, further, these two years of our
organization showed was the high stage of social
consciousness of the new layers atiracted to us: they
practice in the paper before they join and yet they
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appreciate leadership. Perhaps I'm stretching but I feet
that in the Absolute General Law when Marx was
developing the dialectic of bourgenis society to its limit
and came up with the revolt “united, organized, and
disciplined” he also set the limis to the dialectic of the
party which is part of bourgeois society and will wither
with its passing as will the bourgeois state, It appears
to me when objective and subjective are 50 interpene-
trated that the preoccupations of the theoreticians of
the man on the street is can we be free when what has
arisen is the one-party state, the assertion of {freedom,
“persona) and free” and full liberation takes precedence
over economics, politics, philosophy, or rather refuses
to be rent asunder into three and wants to be one, the
knowledge that you can be free.

Do you remember the letter of May 20, 1949 "We
are poles apart frons Hegel but very ciose to him in
another respect, As materialists we rost man in his
environment, but now that the real histcry of humanity”
is about to begin, the Hegelian concept of speculative
reason, comes to life with us, as never befors, though
on our basis!'® - '

W. {(Rava Dnnayevshaya)

1 This statement is from a lelter of C.L.R. James to Grace Lee
Boggs (sce The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, Wayne State Univer-
sity Archives of Labor History and Urban Affairs, #1613),
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The Letter of
May 20, 1953

(

May 20, 1953

Dear Hauser:

" Please dn not interpret this as any prddding of you

* to commit yourself on my analysis of the Absolite Idea:
itis only that  cannot stand still and so rushed directly
to the Philnsophy of Mind. I then reresd the Preface,
Introduction, and Absolute Knowledge in the
Phenomenology of Mind, the Introductian, Three
Attitudes to Objectivity, and the Absoliite Idea in the
Smaller Logic and the Absolute Idea in the Science of
Logic.™ After that | read from cover to cover Lenin's
phenomenal Vol. IX* which is the Absolute idea in
action, reread Marx's Accumulation of Capital and the
Fetishism of Commeodities in Vol. 1 of Capital, the final
part in Vol. I1l, and The Civil War in France, All this
I did on my own time, so (o speak, that is to say,

" In the 1956 cdition this sentence reads as foilows:
! then rercad the Preface, Introd=ction and Absolute
Knowledge in the Phenomeology of Mind: the introduc-
tion, Three Attitudes 1o Objectivily and the Absolyte Idea
in the Smaller Logic, along with the Absoluie Idea in
Science of Logic.

*! This refers lo Vol. IX of Lenin's Selectod Works {New York:

lislernational Publishers, 1923},

e .

P
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Géiween 1| P-m:and 2 am, after putling in very fulj
days and cVen_ings in concreqe org. activity.® i note
these facts ouly in order to show how this Abe: e 1dea

evelop-
lationship to the
ass movements:

The party as a “sitnple’ class instrument—
Communijst League, the First Internationa)
(reflecting 1848 clags struggles and the Parjs

The paity, as divider of tendencies within
Murxism~Lenin's party of 1903-17 {1505 & 1977 -
revelutions) ) ’

The ﬁarty as divider of politics from economics—
The German Social Democracy itrade unjon
aristocracy of labor and 1914 betrayal)

The party as differen social layers—1920~(in
Russia Lenin to leaders ang ranks; in Germany
ranks to leaders)™ ]

The part)'r 8s suppresser of ranks and destroyer
of revolutionism-—Slalini_sm—iSpanish Revolution,
CIO, National Resistance Move:nents) 1923.53%

-
%2 In the 1956 edition this senience starts a new paragraph and
vezds as follows:
All this I did on my own lime, 50 to speak, that is 10 say,
between 11 Pm.and 2a.m,, after Putling in very fulf days
and evenings i concrete activity,
*1In the 1956 edjtj
" The pariy as diffp
to leaders and ranks; |
M 1n the 1956 edition this paragraph reads g5 follows;
The parly [Stalinism) as suppresser of ranks and destroyer
of revolutions—Spanish Revolulion, CIO, National Resis. -
tence Movements, 1923.53,
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Now ourselves, '41-'50—clarification of ideas, elabo-
ration of theory, eyes on mass movements. ‘51-'53—life
‘n party and third layer as source of theory. Something
totally new appears—

-100 years becomes practically no more than nere
. background for listening and digging—B,*
Woman, Youth—all ceme from ranks—something
like the Great Beginning in Russia. What is so
remarkalile is that it comes not as direct result of
any revolution, but rather as the accumulated
ekperiences and feelings and social thinking when
placed in the proper theoretic and climatic atmos- -
; phere of live people. N
To this the paper is the climax not aieze hecause it has
never been but because it could never have been. Only
onc who knew it could be could go through Lhe toil of
the negative, the labor and suffering, of not a single '
break in the cadre of the "continuators’ of Leninism.
And [Note the “and” rather than a "'but”) only when
it did appear can we have perspectives that we have.
This'therefore is not just a general interpenetration of
objective and subjective but one so concrete that it is
impossible to say where theary leaves off and practice
hegins. This can be so only because the elements of
the new society are everywhere in evidence 3

A e A A\ Yt ke b g v o e

35 'B"" refers to Charles Denby's Indignant Heart [sec footnote
20} .
36 In the 1956 edition this paragraph reads as follows:
Now ourselves: 41-50—clarification of ideas, elaboration
of theory, eyes on mass movements. 1951-53-life in party
ond third layer as source of theory. Something fotally pew
appears: 100 years becomes practically no more than mere
backgroun for listening and digging--Indignanl Heart,
Woman. Youth—alf come from ranks. Somathing like the
Great Beginning in Russia.
What is so remarkable is that it comes not as a result
of any revolution, but rather as th= accumulated experiences
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First now you are where I was :s I read the
Philosophy of Mind which, to me, is the new society.
That's what materialistic reading of the final chapters
of Hegel means to me,™ (To say the end of Hegel is
highly idealistic is to deny that the dialectical laws apply
in their totality. Perhaps I am very rash but that is how
I feel at this moment. Unfortunately, in this fietd I can
do no more than feel for I most certainly have no
knowlrdge or practice and I am totally dependent on
you.J*; o o

I limit myself to the following sections of the Philo-,
sophy: Introduction, Free Mind, Absolute Mind,*

In the Introduction Hegel states what the three stages.

i

and feelings and social thinking when placed in the proper
theoretic and climatic atmosphere of live people. To this
our paper is the climax nol alone because it has never been,
but because such type of paper could not haie been born
before. Only those who knew it could be cou'd have gone
through the toit of the negative, the labor and suffering

- and not a single break in the cadre of the “continuators”
of Leninism. .

And [Note the “and* rather than a “but™) only when

-it did appear can we have the perspectives that we have. .

* This, therefore, is not just a gencral inlerpenetreiion of
objective and subjective, but one so concrete that it is
impossible to say where theory leaves off and practice
begins. This can be so only belause the clements of the
new sociely are everywhere in evidence. .

37 In the 1956 cdition the first two sentences of this paragraph
read as follows:
First now you arc where | was as [ read the Philasophy
of Mind, which, to me, is the new society. That's what
4 materislistic reading of the final chapter of Hegel means
lo me,
Win the 1956 edition the (inal two sentences within the paren-
theses do not appeoar.
*in the 1974 edition this sentence reads s follows:
I will limit myselfl to the following sections of the
Philosophy of Mind—Introriuction, Free Mind, Absolute
Mind. - = ’
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in the developmeni of the Mind are:*® 1] in the form
of self-relation where ""the ideal of lotality of the idea"
is, it is “self-coniained and free!"*! 2) Moving from the
Mind Subjective he comes to the second stage or “'the
form of reality’’ and in this objective world "'freedom
presents itself under the shape of necessity.” 3] From
Mind Objective*? we reach Mind Absolute “that unity
of mind as objectivity and of mind as ideality and
concept, which essentially and actuaily is and for ever
produces itself, mind in its absolute truth.” (para. 385)

S T e

Hegel continues [para. 386}: ''The two first parts of
the doctrine of Mind embrace the finite mind. Mind
is the infitite 1dea, and finitude here means the
disproportion between the concept and the reality—
but.with the qualification that it is a shadow cast by
the mind's own light—a show or illusion which the
mind implicitly imposes as a barrier to itself, in order,
by its removal, actually to realize and become conscious

"of freedom as its very being, ie., to be fully manifested.
The several steps of this activity, on each of which, with
their semblance of being, it is the function of the finite
mind %o linger, and through which it has to pass, are
sleps in its liberation. In the full truth of that liberation
is given the identification of the three stages—{inding
a world presupposed before us, generating a world as
our own creation, and gaining freedom from it and in
it. To the infinite form of this truth the show purifies

M in the 1956 edition this sentence begins us follows:
In the Introduction Hegel states what the three stnges
in the develupment of Mind are:

4t Hegl's Philosophy of Mind, translated by William Wallace
{Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1971|, para. 385; all quotes from the
Philosophy of Mind in the lext are to this edition, which is a trans-.
lation of the 1830 edition of this work. All references are cited
according to paragraph numbers in Hegel's texl.

42 [p the 1956 edition a2 comma appears after the words **Mind
Objective,”
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itself il it becomes a consciousness of it.

“# rigid gpplication of the category of finitude by the
abstract logirian is chiefly seen in dealing with Mind
_ and reason: it is held not-a mere matter of strict logic,
but treated also as a moral and religious conce'n, to
‘adhere to the point of view of finitude, and the wish
to go further is reckoned a mark of audacity, if not of
insanity, of thought"’

. tRémember “saviets in the sky''?]"

1f we go from this audacious thinkingdirectly to the
Free Mind or end of Section 1 of Mind Subjective, we
_will meet with free will in a new social order: “Actual
free will is the unity of theorétical and practical mind:
a free will, which realizes its own freedom of will, now
that the formalism, fortuitousness, and contractedness
of the practical content up to this point have been
superseded. By superseding the adjustinents of means
therein contained, the -will is the immediate
individuality self instituted—an individuality, however,
also purificd of all that interferes with its universalism,
ie. vith freedom itself (para. 481)

In a word, not the free will of the Ego, the unhappy
consciousness, but the free will of the social individual,
“‘an individuality. . . purified of all that interferes. ..
with freedom itself’* (para. 481)

To get *o the “will to liberty (which} is no longer an
impulse which demands its - satisfaction, but the
permanent character—the spiritual consciousness
grown into a non-impulsive nature;” [para. 482) Hegel

43 [yving Howe, writing in a Workers Parly discussion bulletin
{Vol. I, No. 9, March 28, 1946) altacked the Johnson-Forest Tendeacy
for allegediy romanticizing American workers, charging them with
creating "soviets in the skies!”
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!
‘} cannot avoid history, the concrete development:

! “When individuals and nations have once gol in their
heads the abstract concept of {ull-blown liberty, there
is nothing like it in jts uncontroliable strength, just
because it is the very essence of mind, ang that as its
very actuality. Whole continents, Africa and the East,
have never had this Idea, and are without it siill. The
Greeks and, Romans, Plato and Aristotle, even the
Stoics, did not nave it. On the contrary, they saw that
it is only by birth las, for example, an Athenian or

" “Spartdn citizen), or by strength of character, education, .
or philosaphy {“the sage is free even as a slave and
in chains) that the human being is actually free. It was
through Christianity that this Idea came into the worid."

" (para, 482)

——

¥
S
5
.
}

|
|
!
?
i
|
!

(I'll be d---d if for us I will need to stop to glve the
materialistic explanation here. I'm not fighling Hegel's
idealism but trying to absorb his dialectics, Anyone who
can’t think of the Industrial and French Revoliiiions as
the beginnings of modern society, or know thal when
will to liberty is no longer mere impulse but “perma-

~-nent character,” “spiritual consciousness” it means and

© can mean only the proletariat that has absorbed all of
science in his person, that person-better not try to
grapple with Hegel.,)

Then a rejection of property, the “have" of possession,
and directly to the is of the new society: “If to be aware
of the idea~to be aware, ie., that men are aware of
freedom as their essence, aim, and object—is matter
of speculation, still this very idea itself is the actuality
of men—not something which they have, as men, but

which they are!" [para, Azl

B S TP

We are ready for the iJ‘Absulute Mind. 1 will limit
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myself to the coﬁcluding four paragr'aphs, 574-577.4

.~ Hegei begins his conclusions about philosophy which

"'is the self-thinking Idea, the truth aware of itself" by
referring us to the Absolute Idea in the Smaller Logic,
and there Hegel issued a warning, "It is certainly
possible to indulge in a vast amount of senseless
declamation about the idea absolute. But its true content
is only the whole system of which we have bzen
hitherte examining the development.™*

- Back to para. 574: "'the logical system, but with the
mgmficatlon that it is univeesality approved and
cerllfled in concrete content as in its actuality."*

i'm here reminded of thit total Intraduction to the
Smaller Logic {or perhaps it is time to begin calling it
“by its nght name, Encyclopedia of the Philesophical
Sciences, since the Smaller Log.lc is Part.l of it and the
Philosopity of Mind ihat concerns me now Part I11)
where he says "'the Idea is not so feeble as merely to
have a right or an obligation to exist without actually
existing’’ [para. 6) And most certainly Socialism "'is not
so feeble as merely to have a right or obligation'to exist
without actually existing.’ Quite the contrary the new
society is evident everywhere, appears within the old:

441 the 1974 edition this sentence reads as follows:

I will concentrate on thc concluding four paragraphs,
#574-0577.

45 Hegel's Logic (Fart [ of the Encyclopedia of the Philosophical
Scienves), translated by William Wallace (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1975}, para. 237, Zusatz.

46 In reissuing excerpls of the May 20, 1953 Letter in mimeo-
grophed form in 1986, Dunayevskoya included the first half of the
first sentence of para. 574, The full sent:nce in Hege) reads:

This notion of philosophy is the self-thinking Ides, the
truth aware of itself (para. 236)—the logical system, bul
with the signification that it is universality approved and
cerlified in conerete conlent as in {is actuality.
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Let us reiurp 10 Hegel, still para, 574, “In this way
ihe science hag gone back to jts beginning: jts result
i nciple: out of

This 4ppearance ''giyeg the motive of the further
development {para. 575) So, like al] rational thinkers,
Wwe are back at the form of the syllogism: *7he first

by the syllogism, which js based
-point, wi

Sunders itself),

ind and jts essence,
cktremes of {inite

471n her 1974 leciure (o the Hegel Saciety of America, entiflod
"Hegel's Absolute ag NcW'Beginning," Dunuyevskuya noled that
"AY. Miller, the new translator of Hegel, calied My attention (o the
fact thay jn the Wallace ion ‘sj, is mj
as ‘sich’ fitsels).
“Leliers to non-M,
Dunayevskaya C 219]: “[Miligy) Evinted oy
that Wallzea had were sich, wherear. in fact
18" not ftself by, them. That, however,

R LR S,
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and independent—which, as other than they, only
serves as a link between them: for the syllogism is in
the Idea and Nature is essentially defined as a
transition-point and negative factor, and as implicitly
the Idea.” (para. 575} ' -

Thus the cundering of practice has been neither to
mount the “extrenies of finite abstraction' nor as mere
link between practice and theery for the triangular
development here means that practice itself is "implicitly
the Idea’ : ’

“Still” continues Hegel, “the mediation of the notion
hat the external form of transition, and the science of
Nature presents itself as the course of necessity, so that
it is only in the one extreme that the liberty of the notion
is explicit as a self-amalgamation’’ {para. 575)

- By all means Jet's follow Hege! and hold back from
skipping a singte link. But also let us not forget that
this is only the first syllogism, while "'In the second
syllegicm this appearance is so far superseded, that that .
syllogism is the standpoint of the Mind itself, whic'1—us
the mediating agent in the process—presupposes Nature
and couples it with the Logical principle, 1t is the

- syllogism where Mind refiects on itself in the Idea;
philosophy appears as a subjeciive cognition, of which
liberty is the aim, and which is itself the way to produce
it!* [para. 576)

Here then Mind iiself is 'the mediating agent in the
process.’ [ cannot help but think of Marx concluding
that the Commune is *'the form at last discovered to
work out the economic emancipation of the prole-
tariat,"** and of Lenin in Vol, IX* saying that the

- 48 See Karl Marx, "The Civil War jn France," in Collecied Works,
Vol. 22, |New Yerk: Internationsl Publishers, 1986}, p. 334,
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workers and pecsants “must understand that the whole
thing now is practice, that the historical moment lLas
arrived when theory is being transformed into practice,
is vitalised by practice, corrected by practice, tested by
practice,’ and on the same page (420): *'The Paris
Commune gave a great example of how to combine init-
iative, independence, freedom of action and vigour from
below with voluntary centralism free from stereotyped
forms! And so I repeat Mind itself, the new society,
is “the mediating agent in the preoess. s

This is where Hegel arrives at Absolute Mind, the
third syllogism: ""The third syllogism is the Idea of
philosophy, ‘which has ~self-knowing reason, the
absolutely-universal, for its middle term:.a middle,
which divides itself into Mind and Nature, making the
former its presupposition, as process of the Idea's
subjective activity, and tke latter its universal extreme,
as process of the objectively and- implicitly existing
Idea.” (para. 577)

No wonder I was so struck, when working vut the
layers of the party, with the Syllogism which disclosed
that either the Universul or the Particular or the Indi-
vidual could be the middle term. Note carefully that
the “middle which divides itself” is nothing less than
the absolute universal itself and that, in dividing itself
into Mind and Mature 1t makes Mind the presupposition
“as prezess of the Idea's subjective activity'* and Nature
“'as process of the objectively zni implicitly existing
Idea. '

AL

Here, much as I try not once again to joit you by

49°This refers to Vol 1X of Lenin's Selocted Works.
50In the 1974 edition (his paragraph has verlical double lines
“drawn alongside it: this paragraph was not included by Dunayev-
skaya in the 1986 exeerp!s of the May 20, 1953 Leticr. .

AN eam e
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sounding asif I were exhorting, I'm too excited not to

.r-joice at what this means for us. But I'll stick close
 to Hegel and not go off for visits with Lenin and Marx,

Hegel says that the two appearances of the Idea
{Socialism in the form of the Commune and the Soviets)
characterizes both its manifestation and in it precisely
is "A unification of the two aspects'’;

""The self-judging of the Idea into its two appearances

ipara. 575, 575} characterizes both as its (the self--

kaowing reason’s] manifestations: and in it there isa
unification of the two aspects:—it is the nature of the

. fact, the rotion, which causes the movement and
development, yet this same movement is equally the '
action of cognition. The eternal idea, in full fruition_

of its essence,.sternally sets itself to work, engenders
and enjoys itself as absolute Mind." [para. 577)

‘We have entered the new society.

W. [Raya Dunayevskaya)




