RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

EVANSTON, IL 60202

For Humanism and Marxism session of the Midwest Sociological Society, S

co-uponoorec by the Association of Humanist bociologiste, Prcf. Kovin

Anderson, Organizer and President, April 17, 1987.

It 18 an important first for the Midwegt Sociological Society to crea'l .
rime for discussion of Marx's Humanism as articulated in the poat—Wo 1d War II :
world, and it wou‘ld have delighted me to have been physically present. Though
i‘t 8 _impoasible for ,mc_to be present, I do consider it impcrtaot e;_i?_ugh to__hg’v_e"
Merxist-Humanism articulated, and therefore I ask you to please re.ad mvdiscusaavt
commente, . ” - |

The emergence of theoretical ideas whick . . Harxrc.all'ed. “a'.New Hum&nieru"
when he first broke with the Left He;geiiana, wﬁich' was. followed by his brea‘e: |
wich capit_alism,:. was indeed the discovery of a new '.conti'n:ent.'of thought and of

-_revolution. The. Russian attack .on this at first app ared in u.heir ma Jor

theore"ical organ, Pod ‘Znemenem Marxizma (no. 7 8 1943) but was shrouded
as if it were a. question not of Marxiem, but only of the way Marx s greatest

theoretica‘i work, Caoital was being taught to the youth.}f When I translated

"The Teach ng of Economics in the Soviet Unien" For the American Econom..c Re.view2

. I commentcd that. this was the fir.,t time that Stax.in had laid hands on: Harx a

o greatest theoret.ical wor‘< Cagiral totally revioing Mar 's anal sis of the

. “The. Tecching of Economics “in t‘lc ‘Soviat Union" was f:lrst published
Pod Znamene.m Marxizma (Under the Barmcf of Harxism)‘, No. 7- 8 1943
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to "socialigm," Nevertheless, it ordered that Lhe first chapter of Cegi 1

not be taught as Marx wvote it. I insisted that thereby they violeted'_;hef

2lf in ie

dialectical ltructure of Canital ir

projected the reconstruction of Hegel's theory of a].ienetion as the fetishiem:;

I mEF ek o -
(43§ CUMMoGLTigs, had b

een working through, Exom originel Russian 3our..es,

the three-five-year plans end had come to the conclueion ‘that Russia had been-
transformed from & workea.@e\ state into a state-capitelist society. It is _
) this analysia that I brcught into my commentary or the Rugsi an revision of the

law of value, whieh led to a debate over that commentary in the American

Econcmic Review that lasted for over a year, at which time I was gled to

get the opportunity for -3 rejoinder.3 :

Until the 1950's ;11 this seemed not to mterest.the West, who' eensiaéfé& |

the whole debate a question of "heir-spli ttina " The c¢limsx cane, however,

in. 1955 when this. time there came a direct: aetqck entitled "Marx's Working

Out of the Materi.alist Dia].ectice in the Eronomic-f‘hilosdphic' Manuscripts

N

of the Yeer 1844," by v, A Ke::'pualhi-l,’r claiming that that was the young Marx

' WhO vaa etill tainted with Hegehanisru. To the We.stern philesopherﬁ; who -

etill continued their silence, I wrote a letrar o the cdis

- N
CQLTOT O

e j i
Philosophv of Science objecting to the fact that we are acting toward

:.("ozmuniete exactly as they are. ecting tawerds as.s Instead of seeing Lhe

he '
ity involved in an ideologlcax. strugg ,f%ejre consigning reality itself

to: a mtter of "hair-aplicting “_ over the\\negat:.on of Lhe nngation “

-
2

. "aeue;on or nearnrmaticn of Marxism? & Rejoinder,"" ir"\"A:eericeh I
E.cﬁie.r.n;e Review,. Sept, 19!-5 which respmded to the critiques of Oscer Lange,
Leo_Rogin eed I'eul Ay Bara ' o - o e -

@ggtiong_ of Philosoghy, Ho. 3 1955 “In Ruasian only.
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Reality, howéver, should have made them realize thag, though thé fifcﬁ-evéffﬁpéhi
=re_volt from under totalitarian Communism, the June 17, 1953-Ea§t_Gérmaﬁvfeﬁoif;7
had been-pﬁt.dOWn? all of East Europe remained very reé:léas,rénd that phis5.

new attack on the negation of the nég&tidh'meant ébmé"réﬁdlgé;;§6ﬁé;ﬁékéﬁiﬁ:
East.Europe w#s gbout to hapueh, The Hungarian Revalutien of 1956 sonn
_50110Wed ﬂnd with it the re-discovery of Marx's Humanist Essa s, but thia
time putting itron ;he,live, historic stage, Whereap the first discovery | )
'of'ﬁhié'unkndwn'but actual birth of fﬁat_new_philosophic mpment,of Mhrxismﬁzi"
was véry nearly buried altogether becahse the outbreak of ‘World War:Ii'p§t ;
all discuss;on to an end, thisg poar-World War *I re-dis:avcry meant the

creation of ph*losophy and revolution as not: 1ast an abstract unit, but a

'freedom to be fought for right here and‘now;. It was the period that'led me

trangiate Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks written when the shock-of the"
. B *

Second International's betrajal gent Leniﬂ to dig deep into Marx's Hegelian
: " . - A _ a .

rootes - Nﬁ publisher vas 1ntefested in Lgniﬁ as a philysopher. To mé_
tﬁe fact thgt at every é;eat turning.point in history there wes afre;birth
of dialéctic;, of tﬁe negative factor'as a creating factor, and the making
of ﬁggel into a cohtgmporary, wae gcstrsharpiy enemﬁliﬁied_in"the cgse‘of a

great fevolutionéry materialist like Lenin'tqyﬁinglof all thingq}to the
Hegelian roots of Marx and writing. thet no Marxist had understood Capital

eagecial;x its chagter one" and that “cogmeition not only reflects the worid,

but crea*es ie"

len n, Collected Wo*ss, Vbl. 38, Pb. 180 ﬁhd‘21é;
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rBy-this time, I had expanded my 1940'3 studies on the nature of thehf'
‘Russian economy to the whole of Merrism, elpecially its philosophy,}f"ar
tracing the relationohip of philosophy and revoiution. from the Ame

:snd French Pevo1utiona of the late 18th century to our post-World war IIi

.world of bath aur tion and the Blaek Revolution, wnere I couldn t tindﬁr

"pubiishers for nenin 8 Philosophic Notebooks earlier, I now &ppended this
as well as the first Engl sh translation of Marx's 1844 Humanist Essays to

my theoretical study, Marxism and Freadom: From 1’76'to-T‘uav" it announced

its goal in the Preface as "to re«estnblish Msriism in its original form,:
~which Mnrx called a8 thorougncoing Naturalism, or Humanism' » and to re-
‘eatablish its American roots, from Abolitionilm to Automation.7 \This work_f"
of Harxist-Humsnism has been: oontinuous ever since. |

| The most enciting and profound African statement of new paosions and

new forces, and calling itscif, precisely, Humunism, was Franrz Fanon and-

'The Wretched of the Earth, He wrote, "This new humanity cannot do otherwise

~than define & mew humanism both for iLse‘f and for orhers. n8 The point is
that whether it is Africa ox East Europe. Hlumanism is the phiJGGOphy thet

- captures what Marx in his day designated as "revolution in oermanenon "

e el T

Take Polsnd in the 1ste 1950‘5, when Towards a& Marxist Humanism by Leszek
S==SS S ARt Tumapisn

Kolekonski appeared. By the end of the 1960's, throughout Africa that wae

=i.he ory of the struggle of the independent countries from Western inperialism,z-

ﬂighlnnds' Humsnit*es Preaa-_lgaz\ n. 21_ ...

Hi --—-

7Hsrxiem”and Fréedom* From 1776 to Thdav, by Raya Dunajevskaya,j;CAtlentic '

(ﬁew~York:‘Grove_Press,nlgﬁhl,-p 1
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not want their straggle conflnec to choostng between

‘the etattfication in Russia snd the West E: monopolization cr whst wss in

s bﬂplt&tlSL eemocrscy. They wanted something new, totslly
relaticns, focusee not oaly ageinst clasa societv and rac
re’etione. Indeed Msrx raised this tundamentel concept in his greet Humanisth

Ess 8, and we of the present live when Women's Liberation is not only sn Idea

but a movement.

Humanism has been chesen in nsny differnnt fnrns' thus, in 1959 Cestro
embraced Humanism. He then seid "*tanding between rhe twe polztical and
economic ideologies or pésitions being debated in the world ‘We are holding
our oun positionsa Ve have named it Humanism, because its- methods ere
humnnistics..this is 2 hunanist revolutien; becausge it does“not deprive msni

of his. essence, but holds him as its aim....This revolu“ion is not rad, but

olive-green.

:

Clearly, the post-World War II world and the naw passinns end new _
forces thst were arising in the struggle against vwhat is were neither just
a question juat of remembrance of things pest, not even the psst as glorious
‘as the birth of Earx 8 new discovery of a new continent of thnught cnd of
revolution, ‘Rather, it is the reality of todsy that makes us see that’ the _

period of 1843 8 that is from when Msrx first pvonounceu his philosophy

to be a New Humsnism to his very latesat Nots booss on snthroPDIsgy, the

ﬁ" B g Notebooks whicn prcved ‘that the concepte as well as struggles,

passions as we’l as thoughts hsd leid a trail for exsctly the contradictorv ”;»~-!.

reelity of pcst-ﬂorld War II world and its my-usd crises, including the fact
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The wretched of the earth--wﬁether th ey are from Africa

Phizippines,_pr f:om Latin America to tle Eest Europeans, or

.that Lhe; go to drugs rather than to - philosOphy--were all expressing the

frustration at the total alienation from the teality that 18 80 stifling
They were exnreasinz the twilight that is not ~davn
that iz about to arise when the'self-dciarmination gf‘thg;idea'éndrﬁhe

self-bring ng forth of Liberty unite as & single power of Reason againat
this exploitatlve racist sexist soniety, to create a society of ttuly new
hum&n relations. In writing against- the alienation of 1abor, Marx placed not a

new property form,;buL "the full and free develapment of the ihdividﬁal."

‘For the left-wing statement: to China s state-capital*am, the Sheng-wu-lien,
°hiloaophv and Revolution: from Hgggl to Sartre snd from Harx to Mao,~

c H H..I.El.ll.ﬂuuﬂn' nhmutu.l:::.es rresa, 1352). Cn&ﬁl’.&l‘ 3.




