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Sept. 21, 1986 - -

Dear G _‘-i,'?'_‘and Ji~: (copy to the REB/NEB)

.. Because welcoming now membhers ts the REB/NEBR ‘is”a spelling out of ™

~ leadership responsibilities and outraching for creativity from the new '_
continuators of Marxist-Humanism, the focus of this first letter to_you

allews me to specify more precisaly both central topics of-the REB on :
ramifications: collectivity, and the significance of. how, we nameg oup-
selves -~ National Editorial Board/Committee, This is all the more ~ ... .
Importent bscuase you iWo ere young in relationship tc what wa tell ahaut
Wnen we say the higioric birth of Warxist-Humanism, i.e, the post WWII
“world, : . LY )

Put differently, the question of form-content-idea «- Hethodology ~-
-has so many inter-connections between philosophy, politics, organization,
as well as relationships with other terineies and organizations, that I
feel a need for .greater precision on that points . :

Take a few of the inter-connections a% our birth and you will see
that even when you list a2 single point of depariure, it turns out to be
a multiple point, Thus, 1950, is most often given by us beczuse it is the .
Miners’ General Strike. Bu% actually not only was it activity,. articles,
new human relations which become integral to Marxzism and Freedom, 1957,
but you really have to return bagk a full Gecade to 1GE7,T In taking 1947
to *49 as the point of departure you see that g trip to France to Present
the state-capitalist position meznt meeting that magnificent Camerounian,
and learning about the spontaneous outpouring of the whole of Yaounde,
And at tha seme time we learn of the great contradictions in Palestine
about to become Isracl. And at the same time I an digging into methodology
both in Marx's Capital and that in our age of state-capitalism, - And,
again at the same time, I am wrestling with the categories of Hegel's .
Science of Togic, which all ended in a gseries of Absnlutes. To see, in
the Absolute, not a system, not a heirerchy, but new beginnings, new
bepinnings of such vhenomenal importance as to become the determinant of.
the .epd ~=- an end that wi only come t¢ the future, when masses-in~
motion become Reascn,~- No need to belabor the point that this is very
far from anything "acecidental.” 1t signale g new historic epoch, a new -
~ relationship of capital to labor, race to class, man tc women, youth both
in action and as the future in the present. )

To Marxist-Humanism it poses the task of developing what this sudden
outpouring meant. What Marx called "eminent historic sense® . nent
.organizational responsibility, though ail the specific instance was about
. WaSs asking a_. former 1848 Communist League member for writing exposing
Vogt's slanders agains Karl Larx. o : '

 Now then, at the REB, I concentrated so totally on the task of editing,
focused on the bi~weekly. that it may have almost sounded as if the REB
wes Just g "senior” type.of PIC, No doubt it would have been more precise
17 I used, instead of the word editing, a form of correspondence, where we
bath recording of new voices and their pnilosophic meaning, which requires
. the knowiedge of history, both past and in-the-making. The point is that
.. inour sense -~ and that's why we preferred always to talk of the misging
. _1ink“of pnilosophy, rather than some kind of leaderchip, ag if leadership
* 7 “weye only a-question “ofj”i.eadzxsiand ra?ks",, ins:eaﬁ ;:g 'b«::1:111_';l.gaaul.:a.rs.‘1 _
T ang rankm - s 3 rticipants in shaping a ne world -—- 8 such a
:___ﬁ%ag?gst;::y?ilgag?t meaﬁ"just editing, whether it is editiilg a paper -
* wor pamphlets, or, for that matter, the kind of ‘hard laber that goes into -
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“compoming a book. In a word, it =~ and "it" here msans REB/NEB =« ig. :
‘a totailty that it includes Hethodolegy and Aim to the point where. there i
.. no_separation betwzen universal and Individual, (Please let me guohe:here
_ the precise way Hegel expressed that (Para. 481): *,..An individual
- " however, also purified of all that interferes with its universalism, 1.¢
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~with fresdom, itself.”

" "Let me end with a word on the letter I just wrote Adriemne Rich. .
anaan . T . . Aant s 'lrn_’l' wuﬂ+.1+n_. o3 vrn. *hadt +ha annaswannaa Af. hatme. -
w:auuv -y V-5 v g i: r_-:l;n:: W Fake W W WLAM W - WAL CCAD b Wl CALE AW W W b LR 1 )

“rlettery - Ivam not sending & copy oT-1t" to ithe localsz’ yet, =1 an~However '
~enclosing a copy for you. What I want to call attention to is the fourth .
- peragraph on page 2: "You have hit the nall on the hesd when vou wrots: . .-
" *If, indeed, Marx was moving in such a direction, we can't leap forward -
from Marx without understanding where he left off and what he lsft tc. . -
us,' That's what I thought 1 was doirngwhen I concretized the task as = @
the need to work out the new signalled by the 195Cs that I had desigrated:: §
as a 'movement from practice that is itself a form of theory.'™ Here, I
would say,ia exactly where my problem begins because, .: I am sure without
any intontion of wanting to throw me a curve, that is what AR does., It is
natural for one very precccupied with a specific probleém asz she is on the
%uestiong-of women, not only in general but very speclfically lesgbians,
hat one suddenly poses one's probiem for others to solve. Because we
‘are Marxist-Humanists and do not attribute to others scme kind of

rarrow subjectivity, I know the objectivae drive that is motivati ‘her:'

series of yuestions on sexuality, and thus didn't want to_leave her .
~questions merely at the point of saying,ﬁThgt’s your problem," -

ather, I wanted to show why bothobjectively as well as theoreflcally S
it isRﬁer péoblem which iz not %o say that Marxisi-Humanism bows ous. .
On the contrary. Because Marxist-Humanism aims for totally new human rgz 5
1gtions, its dialectics is of the essence to any new volce. anq rnew strain
or tendency that wishes to work out the meaning of its 1ife rather than
being just an experience it describes., I ended with th? fac§=fbaﬁﬂ;m., -
Larxist-Humanism, from the moment Marx, himself called his philcsophy
" new Humanism® is that which remains the ground for all because it
signals the "total uprooting of all forms of capitalism,gtate as well as

. Private, including capitalist-imperialism, That 2s first wEen the Selif-

. Bringing Forth of Libverty brings the Self-Determinatlon of the Idea to

" meturity and the dialectic is unchained,*® ' o

I.doh't know whethér you would wish igkgny way +tc work out a rela-

: : oblem of organizatiohz) responsibility for Marxist-
-ﬁ%ﬁﬁi&%ﬁ ggtgﬁgnsggﬁ %gtally diffe%ent gspheres.as the REB on the one_hand3u

ng ifications of the Convention, and correspondence with .
_'ggigigécgaglg?mwho even -when they h ﬁeﬁsamuch affinity as”Adrienne_Rlch,_
" end by throwing a curve or whatever{you wish to single out the contra- .
dietion rather than the affinity. But in any casg you here.get a whiff

" of the complexities of some of the problems that will be sure to confront -
you now that you are part of the REB/NEB, - :

ours




