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·· · · The Tiail to the .l?.?Os. from the ll.lPOs: ., ·,: '. · .. ·. 
Narx.'s. Ne~-1 ~!foments· arid" Those :in 0_ll!' ,Age., .)~Cn 

··A Lecture. by :RaY!' Dunayevsk~ya 
.-·i·-- -:.::.::-. ·-~:.-_:_·;• ·:~·:; .-,~ 7·;; :: ~ :.-:::·-:i·:-·;:-·::-;:-;.:•::- ;j- .- ~::• -----~·,;---i·,::-, -.. ·---··- .······"""·'·:·· 

.. ·· T"nis sixth. and- finallec6ire in a st!!ries of cla~ses on -~~C~~f~n~ ... · ., 
·.World E~ents, and thiLtiiaiectic Method" is being reprodt1c~d fof'tl\e . ,ifc 
•.. 1986 Conventidn oFNews .S: Letters Committees sci'thet' the ·Coti.vention 

can have before·>:f.t the sUill!llation of. the Horkshop/classes, :in~Pr.~par- · 
.: __ ;a .. _4: ,....;..,~ 4!' .... - ..... 1-. ..... - 1..-l _..,_.,. __ 1,1 ..... ~Tt'_T. :~ .. -..'! --· ----.t ..:1 ..... --..:1 .... t...:- ,._._;,.,.,...;on·;.t.. . 
-~.~·"""o.·~"'l.:'"'';~"l.:l<o"~·-""u~:!"'._.-:n-~~~··J:" .•.,\,:;u ·u.c,I..UC.. \ooUI..&i:J_.LUC.&.C'-l L.J.~-~~. '"!'~~~~~&-...~': ,_.!.;2:_ ._::';:::; 

. _., ,.-_.- ., 

Hello.·· '·:·. 

To~:ir. · ~o;hat faces us in these crisi~-ridden coii"'lter--reV:oltitionar:Y t.ilrie~ 
is not just ''te,;orism in g~ne;<j.l," ai.id not just in a sirigie c~untry, bitt 

nuclear ~rrorism. ' b~ a .global .seals, then:, ·w!dCh ~ew ;beginning~ ;.;_·iii' th~ • 
absolute opposite~ ~f revolution and counter.:i-e~ciluUon ..:.,.\d:li'tt~tlii-illk~ ··· 

.I ' . ... . , • .'' ; ." . , , ' ., ' c ! • , • .,.,. 

the end,.lli o~of huma.riitybut of establishing totally·new human relations~·· . - . ·. . 

Ye have, on . the one side, the undeclaXed, ongoing ci vi! war in. ~ap;rtheid 
. . ., . ,. .. _ . ' ... ,, 

South Africa, and, on the other, ·the m.."'!.gnificent Black struggles, which· just 

e~tablished the firstrev~r nati~~a.l B~ok· 't.rade union, OOSATU. At. t.'le · sa:m~ 
time, there were i.reat revolutions in Haiti and the Ihilippines, ~s well ils' 
a new alm.kening here of the divestment moveiuent a.'ld the g:r~at reass ritovcm~nts 

in Europe -- as well as tho opposition hero '-- against the abysmal dej.)tha· of 

Reagan's Re-trogressioni~. , . . 
r·· 

lfnat is as disastrous as P.ea.gan's criminal actions in ~s attack-on 

~bya is the Roage.n ideology. that pollutes ;the air. Here is the l:'residont., 

of :the U.S.; ur.ashantedly saying, "I am also a con~a, ·~ and follorlng this up 
. ~rit.h a blitz on Libya whichhe dares to call "self.,.defe~se" aialnst ··-wi=ro.i1 

ism," all ir h« w~n 't ~olllmi tting a state.,.terro~ist act. ·.· ... 
; . 

Uith this bombing of Libya, Reagan Retrogressionism has reached such an ... -·· ~ - . 
abyss t.ha.t tho whole of today's talk is entitlods 

Which· nev be~n•1iDge will detennlrie the. ~nd -- the ·new developing· :revb" 

lutions or· tho ReB.f!¥1 counter-revolution and ita Putrefaction of thought? . 
• ' ' : ; . ."';jJ·;· ., . 

. 'Ihero are two opposine worlds in each country·-- the rulem and ,the .. 

'masses. 'Ihe Reagan degene:rote chauvinistic super--patriotism: pollutes.'our 
itr. '· wnp ·ago; Sal!luel Johnson had tne right description of such pau-iousm 

... ' 
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. . , ~~s~ loy~ at ~~ eoncrote disgusting :rationalo mth~ich Re~~_n • : . ... 
followed the attac.Tt i.T} the Gulf.of Sidra with an·e:ctus.l attack.on Klidaf1's··r· 

·--·;;:·.: ·::_" · ._, .. ,·,·:·_\ · _'' - •. :··:_- '1, ·_.: ".' ~,·::_~,~----,~•r 
·--11 y~~g_.,qui4:tsrs ,-- ~;p.;n~. hi~ -1_5-month ·_ o_ld- ·1nflint·:-anci -- s6\:ci1:J.Y,._

1 
W9Undi_n8 .:~~mf ·· :_"7·~:: ·_ 

- ··ot.'lera: of his· chi1dre1i, t~.rec and• four. years old.. Eign'teen bo~bars- fleu 

--~::'C!:l Enghnd. :'tb-·a:·~~:P -ss.i~r·:~~'bs;~ c. ·-·If··auyc,ne··c&.fi be 'lower~ af(ti:' ter:itJi-ist·Vlim~ ;- ~:_;; 
Ka.da.:fi, then Rambo-on-the-loose, Ronald Reagan,. is the ono • 
. . 

It is this type of pull from t."'te gutter imperialist.polltics of. 

nu()lea.rly-armed Cc'l:Pi talism that makes it important to struggle against all 
,. : .. · . . . . . . 

rulers. And it is the ene!JJY at homo that l;axxist-Humanism must Eri,i;ugglc 

agai~st, ~at only by beine: active in all mass moYem~nt:; and by solidlirlzine: 

with in:te~ational movem~nta, butby the specificity ofa totally opposite 

phil~s~p~ Of. revolution, ~~ philosophy of classless new l;lumM ra~tions is 

also a.~ t~ be projected in our daily Uv~s jou:rnallstically"~s ;;aU ~s 
Philosophically • 

. ,As a beginning toHard that end, we proj13cted the transformation of 

~ & letter~ into a bi-wa?kly. L"'l O:i?der to bGccmc fully practif?ed _,.n. _ 

responding qu:tc.Ttly to current events as they happen, we outlined a sE>ries of 

Horkshop/Classes called "Current llorld Events and the Dialectic Lathed." 

I. 

:L.et's dig i?to the Dialectics of tho three }hrx Princi,lles in the 

'context of ·tho. n~w c:ioba.l concrete of the so past throe months, ;d th a brief 

view' of th~ UorkshojJ/Cl.asilDs i from tho Rea;;o.n-GorbachoYJJ.Im:ni t_ to the ,UltaothQ. 

coum froni 'a. fulestin.!.<m_ in_Gaz.(3._,i,g_j;!l!J. ~P.!l.:tt_l~- gplg§J,.Q.!!L from the attack on 

J4!Jya tOthe nen Japan-Russia agreement. 

He~ are the three Iarx principles that form the ground of i986 analyr;es, 

nhothor they relate to flor!tshop/Cla.saes; or to News & Letters! or to Volunie 

n-r of. the l!a=ist-Humanist Archives that was being finished iu the same 
:- ' . -- -. . . . ' 

t~.e .. montl:sl and, of course, to the events themselves o.s they will affect 
oi.tr:1986-ii? P~rspcctives I· ··.· 

· · 1.) · Jia.rx's :concopt.of history in the :naldn_g. · 'lhat is to say, recoJ:dj.ng 

an:ovent·both·o.s .tho masses in· motion a.."'El shai>ine end reshaping history and 

;c.S thc:i l::a.rx:tat philosophy of :revolution practices the Idea as a fol."Ce, even 
. . . - --

•ff523 



--· -:: 
asre:aiiilr!""it~ek'is force',': Fi.i-irt:; '+~'len; is histcizy in 'tile malitiiB;,, .. ' r;:l'f:(, 

· '::1:--~.' ::;>.~:!.t.i -·-:-:_·:-: .. L_; . ~~..::·.~--!.: ,·;-::. --· -- -·~.: -· · · ·'· -- ·. = • ,. : _. ·-.~ ·:. •. ;:f;-- ._;-., ·-.--- ::.,,. _.; ,· ::·;. ;: "· ~~-::-- ·: · 

2.) Inseparable froni it is DialeC::ti~~. It is not; something' ~!3tr1ct0d . 
;' - : • ·_: :: '• -_- • . '_. -.. ',,. ::·-· ·:.:.;'{· : .-'···' ·_- .-.> .. : 

.. ,. to a.r..y· eric historiC period.. 'lbc Di~lactic Lethcd- exarj_,"'laa-: GvQr;:~-~~~"'lt in~-. .. 

tho 'do~ text 'of bOth histlJric contiriUi ty and discontinlii ty;' as' walFaaitbo - . - . 

poripoctivo for .tomorrow. • 

' To P1lt it aiiot.'le~ mi.y, while thero is no' substi tuta ·for action;· action .... 

like t~ccry._:is in i tsolf one-sided·. The unity- cf'-S."CtiOn :·and ~"iought--is what 

motiva.tad'Marxfrom the very start when Marx designated hie philosophy' "a. . . . ,• ' .. - ' -~- ·- .·. 

nel{,Humanism" a.nd unfurled a, banner not only.:for the ovort..l-)row of ,"?.a-P1ta.lio3lll 

but for the c:r;eat.ion of t 0t.>lly now human re~tions .• ' '·. 
'· ·~lhethcr an cvont·happenod in furx's lifetime, spGcifically,''hie :founding 

of a. now continent of thought and revolution in 184l!·l or whether tho event 

happened in Lenin's time, 19].4, and he issued the call for tho transf.o:mation -- - . - ' ' . '' . - ' . ' .... ·---

oi' an imperio.Ust 1rar into o. civil 'liar -~ who.+. o.ll Jolarxists singled out from 

· Heg~l ~ras tho "matorialistio" statement 

is movement, thoro is tho· DiaJ.octic. 

that wherever there is, lifo, there . . ,. _ . ., 

·; lj3.rx' s transfo:rma.tioo of the Hegelian Dialectic from a revolutlcm ir1 

. :Philosophy into a philosophy of revolution led him, when. the 1848 Revolutions . ' . . ' ' . . 
wore defeated, to call for "revolution in pe:or.a.nence." Tho second principle, .. ~ ·~ 

then, is Dialectics. 

J,) 'lho third. principle is the· relationship of ob.iectivo to subJective, 

neither as more gonez:a11zation nor something that ·stops at the first negation 

-~ tha.t ~s, tho overthrew of private .capitalism-imperialism, tho uprooting 

of· caLli t<Uisrn, Private or state, fu.thor, it analyzes tho concroto QVents . . . 

inseparable fror.t ·a vision of tho futuro, This isn • t some thine: Harx said 

. only in 18114 or 1848, It is somet.hine Johrx experienced; he lived it. 'lhe 

"new moments" 1n tho vor;: last cl.ecadc of his life, Hith'his dialectical atti-

' 

tude to tho s'o-callod. new science of anthropology -- 1. o. his now a.pprecia~ of thi; 

tion of pre-oa.pi~st society, uhat .we now call tho Third 1/orld -- !L."'' }tr!Jof/ 

. . lle all ~non whit thb C~rnmur.1~t l!anlfosto projected ~s the .. world outlook 

. Co!lllllunist. revolution. · ~1c .:Prolotaria.nG ha.ve nothing to lose but theb: · 
' - ,' - -. ' .. 

chains. '!hoy have a. world to Win. UORKING }E{ OF .ALL OJUNTRIES, UNITE!". 

llhy, then, don't l!U remombor a.s well that the ,lk>l'llllunlst Jol'mifcsto h'as 

--·'-;-. 



activity"· not .only agr..inst the ruling state-party, 
.-.,:·.··._·:--.·r- .:·t·<-"-_.·", __ _.· .. ·: - <' _>_._ ·-_: .. -:.__ .. ! 

from '.'the vazying existing opposition ':Parties"? · ··· 
- ·- ' ... , .. :",-'. ·• - ' .- . ._ ' 

•• L 

.··In a:tmrd, .why,:don'.t we remember tho battle of .. ideas in all,peri;ds?., . 
. -. -- ··--. __ --- ._----· .. "··_-_- -_ . . ·---.;~;:- --· .. _._- .. ,. ___ :.J~-!~~-~~~--,-~r.7. 

Lot's now briefly oY.amino tho llorltshop/Classes as ta:±a.'lge ofjcip:l.cr:r; : 

countr~e_:: ,--~- hi.st?rlc-- pe~ods 1 .. tiJ.~o~~e=?·: ~:i;ke -tho Sa of _ s§~~~~ii~~~~~~-~d::--,_:;.'~"=~---
the philosop):)y of rev!Jlution • 

. The first Uo:rkshop was· on "'!he Roagait-Gorba:chov. Swnni~- t and the· Blaclto · 

. ' Diincns1.on.''' In.tha.t first· ilorkshop, we made clear that tho ttio poles: of . · 

capi talist-impcrialiSIII arc :ftutdamenfuliy the same 0 Hhethe£ ti1ey ca~.l••it'1oin~: 
selves :Private capitalism or what calls :!. tself 

to be ar>futc~capi taUst society. i:-
CommuniSIII,. but.haa·.p!;?Vcd 

'iha.t first lioi:Kshop dealt, iri two· d.iffem t ways, with thil 'l31ick:·Dilisn­

sion; . 'Jhe ·main roport·dealt With the- coup "in lesotho, While the: BllDrG);'ort· 

coUld eho~r ~· practice bo·!h -the in.te:mo.tioiml and Amerlcar, Black diinenaioris 

in the neH expandod edition of Frantz__..F.anon, SOweto'and lgner:i.can.Blacli''-'Ihc\;fht. 

'lhe second class, ""Tho ·state of the Unlo1i and Narx's ,Qtltigue of tJ."\2 
·: Gotlia.'r,ZU;i~'· ( tc which I nili return a.t\liccond 'on Dialectics of Org.liti'­

·zatiori) "Has concerned not; only ·w-ith tho abjoctivo u.s. retrcg:cossion 'undor 

Roaeanism 1 but with the class struggles at Ho:tmol and arainst '.:he AF~CIQ.' 

bureaucracy. 'l}le su.brcport dealt with the concreteness of the que!ltion of 
the Miskito JJtdians •. 

Tho quos.tior1 of the· post-liorld 1/a.r ·n revolutions woro dealt Hi th in 

two lectures -- "L<ltin America 1 s Noli i':fpo of >Io:i:kcir-Foasant ile'vo:lutions" · .. 

* ' ·For a detailed armlysis of all three r'ive Year Plans a'.; the ou;bbreak of 
norld Ua.r IT, sc:o ~~a.'ld Frccdom ... from 1ZZ6·!Jnti~!.C!§..ex.· ~c w.orld · 
Dopr.ossion of tho 19.30s sic:nifiod not only tho. collapse of 11rivato. cs.pital­
is.-a but disclcisecl. thit 1-:hat hatl boon a f!Orkcrs I st:lte __ . RUssia-- had ooon 

· · t:mnafo:tmcd into its very opposae 1 a state-capitalist society.-:· . 

. _ ... 'lho 19)0s . also had now revolutionary begir.nine;s which were clj ma.xed 
; __ :irl. t.."i ~thc>divi~·uar: iri SJ;ia:ili:- ·'lhey -·pointtid: ·to~·riaw· romS --or ·orgrutlzation aS -,:· 

well:as'ncw ·fo:tms ·of revolt •. 'lhe. Gc:r:man Nazis :hel:v.cd tho· Spauis!:.-faacists 
· to crush .. t.'1a.t revolutlon, but· that defeat did not .leavo. tho Stalinists . 

bla!noloss. Jsoe also V<Jlumo XII of the· l"rxisii-Huimnist Arclti'vaa:) . . · · 
> :- l - -; ~-_-:-, ', ' .. · . ·-·- . ., . .·.. . .. . . <'!•_, 

-'-:,: .-'- -:·,;·; ; __ ·;·,, _._., 
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· .. an<l:~'Revolutions i'n fu~t .. Euro"[le from ~C..e:r ~rotali ta.l:ianConun:~L~~~:~ 
..•.•. ·;§he,:,<mrri~~·~eJ:i~~h~asu~rciP~rt'~~Irall·:~s':~.,~~ni;1~~e.~;(1p,!f>~~·•·:··~···!!I\~C::m:.~·.;;J];.:,~:.s.~;. 

'f9o:ru Revolution. Tho other, cin East ·Eurcpe,' whicli dlil:not saJ.lamte 
_,.. _ -~- .:·;~ _ ... . :J·;;. . • ··:· -. ·_ · , , · . .- .-_. . ,..:·-r~-~--<' .,.-:.- ':·.· ~,._._. _~:.. -~.c-: 1 ., __ :.L--~.o __ .. :. . ._·_ 

those revolutions from ongoing' philosophic 'dcl:iatos oi:i .the cion6:rote diiilectic•; .···•· o 
::'-;".- ~: __ ::f··:~·:- ;; _·--·-:--~_-: •, .. : .. ·~:-· . -~!_, -: .. ··-J· ;,: ·-·.: .. -.;-- ---~---·-.;~ .. --~~ .. <,-..... .-._~-~:~ _.;.;';: __ -,~~-':>/:(.:~:.--
and Karol Kosik, had· a. subrei?ort.in which tho Youth st:i:-esstid 'the fact···tJiat· ': ·· 

.' .. _'-;_"_.•:.'-'~~_.:, .. _ •. -_-_:·-'·;·-:--.::·---~~ .-. __ ,: '·;'-': .•-·,; .. ·::; _-_" ,_. ·;.:., ·-- '·! -'., .:._ .-_.:.:,. l,- ,- •. ~:-t:.,; 
what is sibl'lificant for i:a.rxist.:.l!umanist's' is the breakthl:Ough on' the 'philo•'' 
, ... ::: ~-.:.:;_.'_;.-:-:~- ~-~-:---~<- : :7·~·-~.. ,: -; ... '. :· :'. ·: .---.-~· ~- -· __ :~ . ;-; -{~--: . ~:-.. : , .. ~~ . ~; /-;.'.:_, .: < ·: •• : '• - :; -·:.-;-_::· .-;:_-~- ,.:;-;:· .. ~~;::· ·::~~~;:.'. (. "(.-/ ::_;·~·.!'.:i·· '-
sophie qucstion::r rrhon tho~o nerr<post-Ycil:ld llaX II revolutions·--oc·ct.'.ttod·~-- .... · 

•;._· ' '·<: "·;"J} •. !:_.:.;_( ~ .. '. :•t!5:· 
. 'lh_o &line: he:td true uhen,Jro weN. cl.iscussing. no:t..onlY :the,.opjeci;?.vc. 

,., . . -.. ·- . ·J, -- ·:·.,_ ... ,,·;:.r_;_.•.~ .• •.-_;·:•·..:. ·--~--

Si tua.tion, but how revolutionary journalism, llcws & Lettcrli; devciloped, · 

in the ~l~rkshop. on, ''Rovol~~~nary Jo~lism nll:l.:thc Absol~,te Jile~bt· ': ·; · :.;• 

Tno. subroporl was on Elearior Ma.ric in fue u:s .. Ita rel~~rul~e will be .... 

~ro~mlnoxt month a.s Haymarket· is rcmembe:r:ed on its ~DOth ~i~ers~·: 
.~ 

'!hat non-so,!la:ra.t.ien of. battle of ideas and the ongoing objective 'l.!itu.~-. - . . " .. . - ' . - . - ' -: ,, - ' ·-.~ 

· tions in,imich wo uero a.luays ro.rticipa~.ing hold true for. a:y: c:lasse.s •. '!o,qa.y, 

<.s I .. st~as the non, tho . concreto of. th~so tlu'Ce months, I'm rofe~g. ai;.) 

to tmat washa.ppeninr.: in this period a'ven if. itJrasn't part.~~ the ~1~~~~:· 
. ' ' -, .· ,_ .. ' .. 

II • 
. .. 

In turning to the nay the Ha.:r:x prl~~iplea·aro c;round for c~ent 
events that weren't pp.rt of the cla~~·os; ;ro must at t.'le same time noYor. 

d~pn.rt £~~··the .d.ialect.i'c mothod.wheth~r it is past, ·~EJ~ent or po~poc­
ti vas for tho i!!lllled.ia. to period ahead. 

First, then, whether you take the present. now magnificent o>.."!lrcsaion· .. 

of \!. Palostini::m 'in tho Gaz~. Strip, Ta.Hfik Abu Ghazalch, who spoke ,a.o; fol:; 

. -19'WS(._11! gt:css_you _cnuld. &2Y .¥G haY~ f~ll7n off the m~p. __ 'Yes;' t.hat:s•it. 

Gaza. has fallen off the map" (NY Times, l!-5-86f; 

o.r ;mether·you take the question of. so-called. "pu..T-e sc.:i.enco" w!llch ..... : 

was so '&.ll.:.porvasi ve. in . the 19th centu:ry tba.t a.l thoul;h Hegel h.imse:lf .co~ 

W~ly rocornlzed no acaecmic dJscipline includinf ·"sci once" a.s .any:thii-,fi •. · 
compamble. to the,. Aboolut.e I . ho ne·mrthelees called his detailed nOJ:k on • . "- . ---_-, ,._. .. . ., -- - -_ -- ·--"·-. 

· .logic· tho Scionc2...2.f.:~. '!ho point is ,illlj; any. "contingent'' histo:r.:).t: · .• ; 

· ·.·' des_feno.tion, bUt tho Dialeci;.i.c of Humanity.' a DGvel():pment •. It is this 

··that Em:idat-HUmanfsm is'prooooupied uith -- the Concrete, ·lho ConorotG, 

the Concreto of that dcveloJ?mont. '!his is neither UIJ-to-dateness nor a·· 



.. ~ l!b'"' 
""" tlf l!Clll to ro ~ "' !J'.G. • M~>~; lllld ~.y· li!ll'•. ll J.t " ""' or ,.miiC 
1ft Ul.a cone~w tAntn·~hu ovtvoJ.U~:e «> L'l-.. ~;>:ttAUot.lo 11.10 ot ICitlllft, 

!ll.ko the et~M or th<J ~.:tUt:-i,~r uyl~lcn. lt ...,.. rr.~..ol-.lc;.lf l.llll cleo.r­

·'4l WI• tM IIIOllt z.~ ~ 11ft:/ too~ lhlr,.l./yl.nc t100 ttlUt~h.ltlc c.t 
CclCilC4 al the CX."<::U:O O( hi:IIIM hlL'ltl!l, 1ro4liii11J\! cf M~UC., boc.\UN of 

tOO {llotw. n>nc:h ot ~~:~crtcan 1JIPGrt4llu Me! ,Ut UJao c.lodc. Aa 10U IWf 

f:ro:: the :.;:r.i.l lcwu ... ur i!,..,, .C. LotJf:l'l! en \hAt oX}flct!.lm, \he ncv 141.011 1 t ll 

mo:ro rcatatcZlcnt or tJJo eo.pHal/lnbor rclAUonahlp, Rllthur, 1t. NU a WA.Y 

of or>poaiz:g tJJ11 .!!..01! ~my nf tt!tnci!Yin.; h•·--: rcl:-.Uer.a, u,., CAi•.i.I..LU"Uc, 

ilnnorialiotic r:UU tariznUon at this 11~""0 Nhon tho t110 nuclear BohoJiotho, 

out for Bingle v.orld maotory, forced tJJc _time c].ook tor tJJo wholo ot ~clot,. 

This tho news &: ~ttol'~ lend achiovod by showing Roa,;an Rotrogreseionilll:, 

bo 1 t in the otato or tho factory or science, inclUding tJJo ntrco Mile Island 

disastor as .woll as tho ShutUo, in pointing to &opal, India as '«lll 2.8 

Charleston, \lost Vir{!inia, tho 1/ilburg mine in Utah as well a.s tho ilalccn 

Shield IUDs -- and, to got back to tho class str.!gf;le, it pointed to ti;3 I!IOdt 
militant class struggle involved in the Hoill!ol strike, 

Unless 1m ilrc always concrete, have as our point of departure the !lllif, 

and at the Slll!le time have other discussions of the topic, we will miss up on 

11hat laxnst-Humanism in its jo.umalistic ,;xpression, News & lfltter_~,- started 

w~th on tho Black. dimension, on Autonui.tion and on having both Angela 'l'e:o:ano's 

and Charles Denby's .:points of view be ex:nrosscd in Denby's !Tork~s~ttlc 
}lutomatic.n, a. continuing fJ.•ee flowing discussion •. In 1986 let's continue 

w~t 1ie started in ~t~rs B§._i;_t_;le Auts>l_llatf.<:>!l in 1960. 
,-,-

~~e Volume XII· of the Archives, noting that tho new Introduction/Over-

. •:iow ::.'lows that the actual focal -point bofore tho final break 11i th ll:Ot5kfls:n 

and before 11e used tho word,: larxist-Humanism -~ the tensions, that is, which 

led· to tho final break -- all first emerged in the 1930s, 'when, on_ the one.· 

hand, t.IJ..:,rc was the Depression ana_ the collapse of Private capitalism, e.nd, 

on the other hand- the Spanish Revolution. The.t 11as the. threshold. of·the . . . - . . . . . . ·~ 

brcalrwith all established larxism-; whether. tha.t be Stalinism or Trotskyism,. 

and our ·contini.d ty 1d th J.nrx 'f! lamsm that became I arxist-Humanism. That is 

• ·· ·_ wey we ricm call the A...-chives. "l•arxist-Humaniaml A Half Century of Its liorld 
.IlP.velopment," f• . 
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H la J>!Ol u nt«Nil.r,t '~ h.~ Al ~~" ~H'la Mot Vlo t!oub.lcr-ao•• •• 
.!UbJD C<lld\ O( U\'1; >\lliMCICII • • II, wtfl !!>':lllt J<\; <\A U H NlA t()a to 1 ta QOV 

tn.do ~t lt1th Jllla.ll\11, 

!:lcop:1to th<; hot. ll'r't thcru Mil b.~tn A tuU deCAde. c.f hlt.nn&Uon 1n 

thoao :relAttona~ clot~Plto tho tt\Ct thAt. l!uu1A not. t'lll,y tU4:l't rotltht but 

tolWiod Ul ovon cUIIcWio w1tll J&!\t.'l tho tour lclM<U 1n tho South Xuriloa 1t 

APProPr1at~~ tro~ Yorl~ V~r Tlr ~d doer! to ~hu !ac~ u-~t th4'> ~\ootlns down 

ot tho South Korean nirllno!l ;:~ano 1n 198) hnd hoatod up th4t staenaUon ot 
rcht1ona -- au.Jol~nly, ln Janun.ry 1966 noboey loao thun the Foroidll Hnlator 

Of Russin, Shovardnndzo, P!lid n fu11 four-day Visit to JIIJ'M and il.!d 1101\) 
thnn j:.~st aiE;1'1 a trade ll£'%'00mont, 

As tho official Soviet nows aeoncy, Tass, put i t1 "'ll:Cl lovoi or Sov!ot­

Ja,panese :relations eorrosponds neither to tho t110 countries' polittcal ~n-:­
fluence on into:ma.tional affairs, nor to their economic potantilll," tlhether 

or not the rulers in Japan intend to play "the Soviet card" in tho .futl.!J:'O, 

tho Point is that tho trade agreement ws in no sense minor, or just on tho 

level of u.s .. "cultuml." relatione with Russia, 'lhoy send us tho Bolshoi 
ballot and wc .. sond them jazz. 

Here arc tho specificsa 1) 300 ,Tapaneso firms tdll taka" part next 

November iu the first Industrial and Technological Fair to be held in !Joscow 

1n 16 years·. Russia has asked Japan to draw up a plan for technological co­

operation ill Robotics, new mata1:ia.ls, miererrocessors and bio-technology. · . . ~ . - . ~ . ' . . ' 

- . 2) Ja.pa,;l just' signed a ma,jor agreement to btiy wood from the sOviet· Union 

($600 .~Ullon) and ha:; a.p.PrOveHi a now $248 million crcdi t Uno for. ~o USSR. 
This is_ the first time since 1962 that Japan's official import-export blink 

has agreed to finance the RussianJ?, during ·flhieh period. the trade between 
. - . . . 

the two countries, wilich stood at $_5.6 billion in 1982, had droPlled to $).9 
billion. 

'·.' .: .J)- 'lho. 12th ~'ive. Year :plan,, which begins this year, -discloses hem very 
- - . - . - . - - '. . -·. ..• .. \ . 

. DlUch .in neod.:is Russia of up-t.o-date technologies for both 1 ts general mo~em- · 

' . .. . ~-~ 

;; ' . . -__ . .._ .. . _._ ·- . ----- ,-, 
.. !zition.· a.."'ld·.-conC;:stoly;-.f_or :development .in Siberia and the Sakhalin. This"_ Is 

. "" . ' . . .. . . .'- . ·. ': 
exactly.:t.'le .. typo. of expansion of markets Japan is. looking for. '!he new 

c·Japan-Russia agreement is but.thafirst ~t~p of the new rolati~nehip. :: ·! 
. -·:" . - . - - . . - . - . ' - '.· _.. . ; - . :. ·_. •' ~--;·· -<·- . ::: .·: 

• 
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ll b hlf;h U.O to dotAJ.l ll\X'lds~Hil'Wii~U~~'s dovc.lol'IIIOD~ bocaw10 ·~-~ .. 
boCOftoa iapcmUvo 1n thlo er1a1~rtddcn ~1 tallstie-1npor1alist1c l!Orld -­

Md that Cit colll'UO ineludoo both nuclonr Bohoccths -- is lhtx's 11ultilinoar 
< ' < 

conoopt. ot hUMn dovolop;aont, bo 1 t of' the industrlolhod world or 111-.nt ho 

oollod tho Pro-capitalist. world, and wo know as tho Thl:tli Vorld, ru; ~oll 'lUI 
- < 

tho ~o"holc concept o.r op.:n.'l17rt"ltion for that final be.ttlo, that. wuld bo in--- - ' - -- ,, 

so}le.l'ablo frot1 fiux's philosophy of' revolution. 'lhis of course is what wo 

]>oint to llhcn wo sey that llarx's now moments mc.ko it clear that tho 1P.80s 

is tho trail to tho 1980s. fut this :requires concretization by this' now 

t;cnomt1on, First WC broke Hi th o.ll post-Jfa.rx f.arxists and 'HOz'kcd t!iJ.R OUt 

explicitly in Chapter 12 of Rosa Luxembur&.Jiomen's Jdborution ar.d_t!a.l-x_'.§ 

.!'hilos.Q.PhY_ oi:..l!_e_yol,!lti_O]l. 1ho turning point in tho global strilgglo for '. · 

i'~edom was the rccogn1 tlon · tho. t the Absolute Ilethod is the philosophic 'srouM 
for the present ilorld st':rqgglo for freedom. 

In a wrd,. we must face what we consider tho burning question ci£ today -­

ORGA.lUZATION itS lNSEl'ARABLE FIDH l'HE IDE!.; i. o. NARX 's FHII.OSOPHY OF F.E\io­

J.l)1'ION. vs. '!HE VISAGE OF HITLER AND 'lliE ONGOIIfG UITY OF F.EAGANISM. ' . 

. ',lho ·visage of Hi Uor in South Africa. extended 1 tself to producirig the 

:Wsotho coup which Mdn. t stop Reagan from :rolling out the red c'a.rpet :r;;ir 

tho moat notoriou~ m~rconary I . &~im~i.; fi~imced by apartheid So~th A.rrica . 
' . ' ·~ , . • : . . . • . - - . _' , I ' •:' • . ' • -. ·--. ~ ·; ·_ - • .. 

which is .getting very substal'ltial help from Reagan to intensify their cotmtel'" 

reYolutionary work in ll!le;cla. and in t·!ozambiquo. This tumed out to· be ·just a· 

"curtain raiser" fcrr the iniPorialistic, sava[e 6nslaueht against Libya :..":.i· . 

i<hlch R~aga11 darcid to ·call "sclf-dof'ons~"· against terrorism. ·. In truth;' he . 

is the greatest 'torib:t'ist. 'He must be stopped: Nor can tho activities ill 

opposing htm be separated from tho' battle of ideas agai~st this new form . 
of counter-revolution. 

. The z.hla:tiohshi:p bCtw~on tho battle of ideas a.nd our actions against·· 

th~ reiicttonb -~.; we arc li·iing in ma:y not secni to. be connected with: ... : 
._:::· :_ ~}{a{:so~ds:··_Jik~. ·-s~tch-,_~ 6istical ~E!.bs~t...-ra.cticri. a·s -Abs~l~t.e ·Hethod .... -~-ia ~--

•. ·->: . .-.~, .,.--:-~:· ···• ': " . <· . : .-.- -- _ _. . . -~ -. 
· . truth is that 195J, when' the wo:i:ld wi tnessocl the very first ever revolt.. 

a&.unsi' i8fu.u tartan 'comnluidsm, 'was' the v9ry ':Pcricid when I brt>ke "t.'uYJugh on 
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tho /,b:loluto Idoo.. I ~d that sl(;.nli'lod that thoro was a lllOVamont..i'rolll .·: •:o 

Pmot\co as well as :f'xolll thoo:ey, nntl this involved the whole stru{;glo for 
. ' 

totAl i'rcodclll in tho Bj)Ooific poet-ilorld ilar II period, 'lhat i13 cxact.iy 
·:\'•· _-' 

why, in a sillli lar period of 1-'ruseian reaction more than a contlll.oy Sf"O, Marx 
• • • i . • - ·-- .: ...... '' <"l~ 

called hie ideas ·"a now Humanism." All this we spelled out in our first 
. . ' ' ~ . -- i•f.. '. 

major theo:rotic worlt, Marxill!ll and Freedom, which workocl oat the continuity · 

with )iaTX's Narxism and tho dlec~nt~uity which was an actual cori~~Uza.ti~~ 
for o~ a.g-o' s b:i.ttlo for fre~~~ru •. Indeed, the vo:ey. fl~t cha;ter. ~d~d ~lth 
a eo.ction callocl. "He;cl 'a Absolutes and Our ilge of Absolutes." In a ·wo:rd, 

Absolute Eotaod, far from being any metaphysical abst~et~c~, is actu~.lly 
tho rroco?~ of concreto dialectical development in each. age. ----- . , .... 

~he ceaseless movement of human development, through over-reappearing 
' ' . . . . . . . ·- .. - - - .· 

contradictions, signifies that an end is really the ground for .new beginnings. 

And now boflnninss determine tho end. 

· :, ilhen the turbulent 1960s m1ded with an aborted revolution, :!. t bcccur.o 

clear _that. Youth activ,ity alone, with its disregard for ~eo:ry _as.if i{ . 

could bo "picked ~p on. route'', would only end in .more and more ab~rted ~:.: . 

volutions. \/o concretized this in. Phiios9l1hy an_(j._ Re_!gl!!:!;ionJ_f_;rpm Hegel t.Q. 
' . . . .. .··-' 

§artrc <i.nEJ'];!>E! Marx to Mao ; . .. 

To this day, neither post-Naxx !I"Ja.J:':ldsts,.nor activist pragmatists have 

Wl.'Ostlecl with the Dialectics of OrmJE.zationc_fllilos_g).Jh.y. tho "}arE[\ an_Q, 

Q)?Rotgj:.e Fo~_s ·of_.Qr,'f!!.!L~l!.t~_o!L£.om_ OJ!!;..Jl_f_§].J;_n~§}j?y, · That .i~; tho topic 

of my next book> Unfortunately\ t will t.."lke anothc:t· two Y~ar~' to complete. 

1111 I can do hero is touch with where :i: begin-- with Marx'~ er:i.tiqqo_of the . . ' ' ' 

:s;ot.fi.a __ IjoQ:a.'li, ·uri tten in 'that last docado of· his lifo when he oxper:!:enced. 

all those "ri~~ m;monts. ·• 

' ' 

No lifa.r.dsts understood fully, this critique as it relates to organization, 
' ·-·· . . ' ,. .· .. ' '.·. . . . . . '" . . . . ' 

not even lenin, 1rhc achieved the ,;roatest leal' on concretizing Marx's .. 
' - "- . : - . . . : -: ' . - . ~ . ' .. , --: . ' 

.. analysis of the need to destroy the bourgeois state in his State and Revolu-

tion, nhlCh .lod. ~e banner for tho actual Nov~mber 1917 Rii.ssian Revo-,. 
-~.:-:?-~ -~,-- _·_-•':__: __ *;_ '-.-·-.---,.----- ,-.··-' : ----;-- ·;· --.,.-· ,. - ,· -... ,-.-,, .. ------"·- ..... _ c,_·:: .• ;. ·.-... " • 

.. lu·tioll. :BUt insofar as the Party ima concerned, he omHtec1 entirel~- 'that · 

questioll''of·O~~zati~n. lca:ving himself cbnfined within his 1903 concei>t'' 

.of tho van~ Party, notwithstandlnis the changes ho introduced in t905 ·: . "; - • -~·r: ,. ' . - - . -· . J - .- ' • 

·· · ,.llll,{i91?,,: i!Jl4.clia:il!JlG tlltl ~poritaneoi.is 'riew fo~s 8:f OJ:b!l.lliz!1-tion, ifr.e·tl'lo_·· 
. - - . - - - . ~~ . . . ' . . - . . . . . . . . ",· . 

. ;• . ' - .· . ., 
~ : ; .-
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aoviots 1n.1917, 
' 

' Rosa I.uxoinburg, who had made a cat.er,ory of spontaneity, llkoldso :re.;•·': 
; , • '_ I ' . ', - ' ·- : · ' ' '- - \ 'i ·· • --.. 

mainod "orthodox' on the question of the_ ?arty and criticized ·Lonin only on· 

-ui~ ~point of ci~htrauzat1on and docentmllzation, ·. Who, than, . took or6ani~­
tipll3J. responsibility for Marx's PhilOSOl>hy, not just of revoluUon ,;in ge~a­
ral, ,; but specificliJ.ly tho question of what happo.tis·aftor'tho o~ortl>.X0w of 
. ~ ·' .•• , • ~ - . • - -· - _. . -• -. . . . • : -, . - " -- : • . ' . .. ._ •. ~ • . . • • r . ·- . 

capi tallsm? ·llhat Marx was pointiroG to concr-etely wa.e that both those· who'' 
· 6;uled thcm~eivcs ~arxists (EisonachistS) and ihose .who were IaS~ltlans • 

considcr·c.<l that wha.t' was of" tho essence 'was unity, :Putting off or "tald.n&for 

In actuall ty, what :'takinr.· for granted" achieved was to make a Principle 

of ·the spocifieally Germ~ Geno~l l'lorkars Association ·t..'lathms nationalistic, 
a~ 'against tho First Intomatioital Marx hoad.od. 

. . 
Put differently, what M9.rx ~ras a.tming at in the Cr1 ~.9.!:1.£ was to tell 

Marxists. they Iinist not forgot t.~e Universal of freedom as wh&t happens after 

overthrou I in their preocclipatio~ with i~edi_a_ t_(! actiVity; actiVity i: ac'ti vity. 

It· is t:rue tha:t those la.-st three words were f~am tho 1960s, not from 1875. ' 
But tho o~sen.::c'bf what Iil.rx wa~ illming·for was eX'i>rosso<'.-in that siin:ple woiu 

that everyone "took for granted'' they understood -- labor.:· 
--.- ' ' .,. ' . l . . . . --- . - - . 

'Ihore Marx "ropoatecl" at tho very time he complete~" tho F:ron,oh edition' 
.. 

· of Caitta! what .he had been sayinf; on labor since 18il41 that labo:r. muSt not . . . 
remain alion:~.ttid.', that it must become a total human activi'.;y, no•ier sepa.i"ating 

'!he world in which wo live now confronts us ni th eJ.l its counterc-iovol~t-
. tionary actions, with tho Roa.;a.'l Rotroe;~ssionism on all fronts, inclu~.ii'lg · 
the U.S, itself and its "ideology,'· which no must never forget that Jl!a.r.>c. dc­

s:i.i,na ted e.s false consciousness, :J.be. IJUi:.l:efaction of. thought that the Reagal'l · . . . . 
Administration is exuding is poliuting the air for all. .. · 

'!hat makeR .it all tho more imperative. to. ~spwhat has happened in 

post-·l/clrJ,.d Ua.r II roriod since th(), movement from .Practice was. so crea:· 
·-· .-·-.-b0 a fo:cn: or thc.ocy'itsolf. -. •, -

-
U.,t ~ not f'orr;et tllat a form of 

---·--' - " 

·- * A converaat.ion with Harbert la..-cuso in the late i 970s in a way· revealed 
< the'wlioi6 'relev~nco o:f' that :for our a.,;e'; When ho asked me wlu>.t did I think 

/of that' spoci:f'ic ~Ph iii tho Cr1 t1gp._c of tljg GotFJLPro~. 

;· .-_, 
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theory is not yet ?.'hiloso_,,hy, Rather, it is a chclllcnga to the iheoroti<:ians 

to and the ona-aidcdnoss of theory' as :Practice is challenged to end :1. til one- ' .. 

aidodnoss, so that theory and practice can create a!'£!! unity, the now~~-· 
.!J..Q!LshiJ?. of practice to theory in ardor finally to roach tho roalJ.zatio.n of 

:i'hilosoj1hy. 'lhia is what Marx was wo:z:king out in h:l.s last decade, ai"to:r. the 

defaat of the revolutions in his period,, and the fact that the 1875 attempts., 

at organization put o. priority on tho .!!!lit,y rather than tho principles which 
they suyposadly "took for· granted.'· 

Uhat is an imperative for our age is never to '·take for granted" tho · 

Jl'.arx :Principles, Marx's Uni vorsals, the philoso]Jhy of revolution, as the 
ar.o grapples with its immediatos. 

. New forms of theory. that have arisen from the spontaneous mess revolts, 

wit.h its challenge to the theoreticians, are exactly where l>'.arxist-Humanism 

started when working out a new newspaper where the production woi.'kor became 
the editor. 

News and l~ttcrs Committees at the sa~e time assigned tho completion of -::--------·---·-·· . . 

tho first major theoretical work, ~:g_:\...S.!!LE:!lA . .:E;_<;:gf,?.Jll 1 .a.r~~ that it be done by · 

submitting the draft for discussion with workers and Youth. (Sea especially 

Chapter 16, "Automation and the New Humanism" as well as the IntroclubtioJt.) 

In a wo:rt1, the combination of wcr'r.:or a:nd intellectual was not limited to 

the joUina.listic form, but was for all our major theoretical works in process . 

. The .point 
1
1s that p.!J_jg_c:_tj.vcl_y the 'neu l~ssions and now forces ?f ravolu-; 

tion -- Whether they be rank-and-file labor, Black, Youth, women's libera­

tion, peasant -- arc Present both as force and as. Reason, all aiming to see 

that tho new revolutions arc not. ebortcd but c:::oato t..'lo t;-:tvund for now hwnan --·- . - --. --- - - -- . 
relations. 

'!hi a is exactly what ue arc aiminr,: at with what 110 call organiza tiona.l 

· res:lonsibili ty for 1-la.rxist-Humanism. ~he doors are open, wide opon. 

(. April 22, 1986 
- - __ \ 

( knln 's bi:i:thda.y) 

.: <· 


