MINUTES OF REB MEETING, FER. 27, 1986

Pregent:s A1l but Suzanne, excused. . R ot L
Agendes I, Archives Report —- Mike, . supplemented by Raya II, Dis-

cussion. IEI Propesal for Lead in April on-Haiti, .IV, Correspon-er'

dence and’ Dngolng Act1v1t1e301ga plus dlscussion on trip to ny and*“*:T'"l'

Maxi eo ... ...

'_gﬁg'ﬂupﬁlemented on 1958-59., The todayness of phllQSﬂphy‘-—'history"
~and the significance of Archives--are the two reasons that I am limit- .

ing myself to 1956-39. ‘The relationship of these two first appears

in 1958, though we didn't seem to be conscious of it until the new
dlscovery of the old by Mike. Mo gooner was MEZF off the press with
its declaration in the very first paragraph that it . -- “2ims to re--
.establish Marxism in its original form, which Marx called 'a thurough-
-going Maturalism, or Humanism,' " -~ than I evidently decided tc maﬁe
an outling of what we now know as the Marxist-Humanist Archives.
Ac+ua11y, even then it had involved, not as extensively as now,

documents prlor to. 19¢1 I am not however interested in the stretch
of years it covers. Rather, the distinctive wmark of Marxisi~Humanism
has always been-the graSpof continuity and discontinuity, with i g
Marx.‘s Humanism, Thus; I made translations of previously untranslated
“writings of Marx: ' ° the 1844 Esazays, Narx's original final chapter
of Vel, I which he-didn't publish, as well as excerpts from Veol, IV,
The 1844 Essays that I was. translating, Ryazanov had transiated into
‘Russian, -and described them as preparatory work for the Holy Family,
Thus consciously or unconsciously establishing the myth of ¥arx:
and Engels as one, for the Holy Family would later‘be known as a

" joint® work,

+Here is what I say 1n my Introduction to VnJume 12 of the
n;chives: 'Pne whele gquestion of the relationship of any ongoeing :
events with the past, the veryccncept nf -Archives, depends on the
two opposite words -~ continuity and digcontinuity, Vhereas only
great divides in epochs, in cownltlon, in porqonallty, are cruc1a1.
and wmay }-"-G.'!e‘-t":‘tu vurning pPoints in history, no: digcontinuity-can
really acnieve that type of new epochal 'moment' unless it has

established con‘ inuity with the historic course of hauman deve;opmenc.'

"Natu;ally, the s;gnlflcance of Archives for any Marxlst—Human-
izt has; as. ground, winat we learned from Marx's Archives, especially
from the writings in - his last decade 1nclud1ng the Ethnolegical
" Notebooks, which were firgt transeribed in 1972, It cast a- total;y
" Ne. illumination both on Marx®s multi-linearism as it relates to .
his studies of pre-cap;za;;sm and indeed the whole cou;se nf human
development"

I don't know whatever the RER did in 1958 with ry tirst

f'dﬁ‘liﬁé.' Bessie was in Europe, especially Italy, where szhe was worku'

ing to get me a publlsher for &P and reporting on the Italzan S~
conference.




% o (It would take the fact that the turbulent 19609 rnache
"i+' nlgnest ‘point and then perished before the Tirst hapding in-
.Archives we now- know -to WST in 1969,) What happened ‘however-in:
objective gltuation in those two critical years did not- standistill-
:Quite the" contrarv. On the one hand. there.was the beginnhing:o

“African Revolutions and on the other hand the Slna—Sov1et Orblt -

- was_on the eve of becomlng a Slno-Sov1et r;ft. with Hao, with. hlS

: S S o
" Stral"”“ ‘eombinatisn of administrative mentality: Eulu gu'-'-'l-rl-‘-*a fighte

:; presenting himself as the "true. Communlst" to the Thlrd World. 1udeed
e the whole world

' sean wilting .i...i-: PR S e "‘.._.;.1.%..
Tl S ""-'"i..en*!'l:,' T bce i WL TAT endless-letvers-toths
. 'E‘il'nnv\nn\n a _

- Eurcpean. uamraues who held a. s+ate-caplta119t ‘position, (Inﬁééﬁ?itk{*fﬁ““
“included others like Chaulieu who were opposed to both poles: of-
“world C&Pltal ), calling for an international conference around De

“Gaulle's coming to power and the imperative necessity_to reorganize .- .
‘Marxist groupings. An internaticnal conference was called in 1959 -~ . - .

in #ilan,- and I brought to it both H&F and  the newly pubiished Natlenal—

ism, -Communism, Harxlst-Humgglsm and _ the &fro—A31an Revolutiong. sl
While they upposed the Humanist pi nhilosophy as if it were Marx when

he was young and Hegel-tainted, they did accept the idea that the :
discussion should continue, for which Damen’ arranged for a “péClal
section of Prometeo in a dlfferent colory. to contain materlal from
" the International Center for C orrespondence. I did visit ‘other
couﬂtrles, especially Britain, where a rarx1st~Human1=t group ‘was
established by Harry lMcShane, 1t is there in 1959 that I also met

- and was sponsored by some African groups with whom I continued -
to correspond ". and they made pOSSlble my 1962 Afrlcan trap._

Whil e . tllt& Eur

Eel i L i

opean *r;y did rnot appear in N&h, it 13 now well docuw

mented 1n the new addltlons._

.. Indeed the new Archives are aus» as’
1mperat1ve for us to study carefully,

we are frying to-.sell it to,

as for any of the llbrarles
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