
• 

11450 
-·--,,-



'lhe Myriitid Global Crises of the 1980s 
· Giici the Nuciear World since 

World Wa;: II 

lntroduction/Ot,~rview--"-Afarxist-Humanism: 
A Half.Century of World- Development p.3 

30 Years of News & Letters . ......... . p.14 

: p.14 Part I, The .1950s and 1960a . . ~ . . . 
D - J'~ ~~ .. ,..._.,. 

.~~.. u, .. .;~, ~ ~rte .L'!'IU& 

i'art III, The 1980s . 

••••••• 0 •••••• 

• • 0' ••••••••••• 

... _ c. Letten, 19 11. v • ._, •.L 707 
Gil;•••· ... 60608 

t9M~,., 

p.ao 

. . . p.43 

11451 

' ~ .. 

··;-_·.-



'I 

. ' 
' 

Note {rom. tke tiUtlwr: The cliar.ged world o{tOday is 
upl'essed on the one ha.'ld in the great new uprisings in 
South A{ricc, South K~rea, .Haiti end the Philippir.es. 
anti, on the other, in its exact opposite-counter-revDlu· 
tion spearheaded _by RoMld Reagan, including the most 
omw..aua U.S. imperialist adventures in Libya. It is tllis 
which makes it urgent not alone to fight Reagani&'ll, 
but w croaie new ·visions of tlae fUture in the present • 
ReQ8tm's turning back cf the clock h!IB been cairied out 
i."t t.U 19&1'1;; on all f;ont.s--cgainst civil rights, labor, 
lind Women's Liberation at ho.r>ie, as well as bolstering 
(and gathering intelligence for) the Botha regime in 
Soui·]J. Africa; :hhich i.ti now. engaged . i..rr a ci:..•i! :,:g:.r 
against the ununned Black m/Uises. It is imperative that 
while we conduct the fight against Reaga. .. ism on the 
erormd of the immediate situation, we at the same time 
relate lww precisely this objective situation demanded a 
relrospective·perspective of the history of News & Let-

. ters and a 1980s view of the Marxist-Humanist Ar· 
chives. Both are seen here in the context of objective 
evenllt as far back as the 1930s. T-,.e myriad glObal cris· 
cs right now have been the spur to a re-examination of 
the whole nuclear world gince World War II. That is 
the reason for the ti:le of :his pamphlet. _ 

- Raya Dunayevskaya 
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The"Raya, ... 
Dunayevskaya· ·.·· 

Collection· (1924 .. 1986) 

Raya DnnRyevskaya speaking to Wayne State Uni­
versity audience, March 21, 1985 on the :Marxist­
Humanist Archives -----

THE MARCH 21, 1985 lecture, "Dialectics of Revo­
lution: American Roots and Marx's World Human­

ist Concepts," thst. the Wayne State University Ar­
chives of Labor aud Urban Affairs sponsored, was the 
occasion at which I handed in new material for. the 
years 1981-85, and promised to bring the Collection up 
tluough the end of 1985. In the process of my working 

···-on· Marxist-Hu1Danist Perspective·s -for -·1985·86;·· the 
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Marxist-Humanist archivist, Michael Connolly, informed. 
me. of newly disc~vered materials dating bMk to the 
mid·l920s. When I looked at the. U.S. ·Congressional 
"Red .. Files" on the founding convention of-thtr='Amerl­
can Negro Labor Congress, the vivid memory. of my ar­
rival in the U.S. during the Palmer Raids .:against 
"Reds" andNegroes in the po~t-World War I period 
cilma back to ine. That was riot because my memory in­
stantly recalled what happened over a half century ago. 

No, the spur to the remembrance of things past was 
the present, Reagan's ongoing retrogressionism and his 
super-patriotic fanaticbm of calling ·each revolutionary 
national --independe_ncc movement "Communist," as he 
does all dissidents nt home. Counter-revolutions have a 
wcy of repeating thenlse1ves during world CrL:;es;- Vw·hsth­
er in the Palmer Raids in the Hl20s; or in the rise of 
tr1cCarthYif'm in the -post-\llorld \Var-II period fol!o\ving 
the l!l49 revolution in China and the creation of ,apar- . 
theid .South Africa. The struggle now makes it impera­
t.ivP. :to trRr:P.- the nhsoiule. onnosiie of the counter-revo .. 
h;tio~the ·revolutions in thought aS weli as in fact. 
Our epoch is crucial, not alon'.l because that challenge is 
the task of this generation, but because in· those three 
decades of'the post-World War II world there arose a 
movement from practice that was itself a fonn of theo­
ry. 

That movement challenged the theoretici!U!S to work 
out so new a relationship of practice to theory as to 
have that unity achieve a totally new stage. To get a 
feeling for the revolutionary opposition in the 1920s, see 
Section l, Part A, especially the documents on the Neg­
ro Champion, the organ of the Amerkan Negro labor 
Congress, on which I worked. Thus, America's Black Di­
mension, fer from being bmken by the post-World War 
I riots against them, gave rise, at one and the same 

· time, to both the IIU"gest mass movement of Blacks ever 
in ihe u:s., Gan:eyism, and to the American N~gru-La­
bor Congress, which expressed the Russian Revolution 
in its Internationalism. 

"Black/Red" wiis also pivotal in the labor struggles of 
the 1930s, which transformed the industrial face of the 
nation with the cr&ation of the ClO. Before the CIO, 
however, the labor struggles reached their highest point 
in: the San ,Francisco general str.ke of 1934. While San 
Francisco had alwaya been a union to\vn, the strike 
paS!d. nOt just,a,union qu~stion or a strike _in ft Kingle 
industry-the longshoremen-but a pclitical, revolution· 
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ary, general strike in which I was vP.ry active; I was 
.then the organizer of the Spartacus Youth Club in Los 
Angeles. In order to show that these types of revolu­
tionary_ strikes, far:_ from __ heing uroreign,'L r .. ~ the·-- Hea..rst 
papers were screaming, were very American, I wrote an 
article for the Young Spartacus (June, 1934) which 
went back to the railroad st.rikes of the 1870s, concen­
t!ating on., the ve:-"",; f:..~t geneaal · atsika in St. Lvui5-;- -
.1877-when "the strikers took possession of the city and 
ruled for an entire week." 

The Depression certainly shook up America, and the . 
strike stmggles of the l!i30s created both industrielun­
ionism and introduced new paths in cognition itself. Far 
from pragn)atism and American thought being one and 
the ·snme1 ~1a.rxian -.dialectics was very much on the, 
American scene and was reflected in the multifaceted 
di!JCussions engaged in bv workers as well as intelleetu­
als. I experienced this when I wss conducting classes in 
Los_ Angeles on · Mm-xism for youth. I then returned to 
the Midwest, East and finally to Washington, D.C. 
(Hitchhiking wa~ the main mode of transportation in 
those' years). 
U Y 1936, WHEN I was living in Washington, D.C., I 
.!Jbecame active in support of sharecroppers' struggles 
i.-1 the South. Interracial relationships became a key 
question during the Depression. In Washington, D.C., 
for example, which was still a "JL'll Crow" town except 
for. streetcars, Ralph Bunche--then chairman of the Di­
vision of Social Sciences at Howard University-was in­
stl1lmental in ~stablishing, with the Communists, s 11ew 
National Negro Congress, and helped the socialists, who 
hod organized t.'le Southern Tenant Farmers Union, to 
estsblish the W sl!hington Committee to Aid Agricultural 
Workern as a support group ~or the i&3G Arkansas 
sharecroppers' strilie. (See my "Two forgott~n pages of 
Ralph Bunche's life story," Ncw3 & Letters, March, 
1972.}- I .was a me,nber of this co:m'cittee, wl--..ich hlclud­
ed C&rter G. Woodson, founder of the Journal of Neg­
ro History, and Prof. Dorsey, a political economist at 
Howard, who was to become the Washington chairma.'l 
of the International Defense Committee for Leon Trot­
sky in 1937. The Black Dimension here opened tho two­
way road betwe~n the U.S. and Africa for me, especially 
since Nnnmdi Azikwe was then in the U.S. writing his 
Renascent Africa. 

Allmg with these new findin!!S from thA 192(}, .. ond 
1!130s · fl.nlt tieitiif iritriiduced into~ the Raya Dunay~v,ik;;.~ · 
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ya Collection, I want to add also to the section on my 
work as Russian secretary to Leon Trotsky in 1937 ·38. 
T"nc three pieces _I trar.slated.-on the. Spa.ni~h · RevolU~ 
tion, ·and Leon .Tl'Otsky's letter of Jan. 5, 1938, to 
Shachtman, which Womted Shachtman thet I was 

· tr!l.'l.qJating p~ of Trotsky's \vork, How the Revolution 
Armed lt{&elf, w~!e_ all part of mo.lting _the 1Sl7 RuHBian · 

· Revolution so relevant to the 1!)37 Spanish Revolution 
that Trotskyists should become both active participants 
and theoreticians, In a word, what the Trotsky letter 
doesn't say is- that it was done for the Spanish revolu­
tionaries so that they couia· have the 1917 ground for 
the 1937 Revolution. 

The Same type oL wound for current (1937) activity 
in South Africa was attempted by Trotsky in his intro-· 
duction to the South African nuhlicst.ion· of_ Marx's 
Communist Mr.nifesto on the OOth anniversary of its 
writing. . -
· On the other hand, the shock of the Hitler-Stalin 

Pact in 1939, followed by the outbreak of World- Wru· II 
and Trotsky's call for the defense of Russia, signalled 
the beginning of the. end of world Trotskyism. 'T'he 
many tendencies- that sprang up within Trotskyism 
questioned the very nature of the Russian state and the 
Russian economy, rather than just the political bureau­
cratization that Stalin introduced and that Trotsky had 
iought . 

I plunged 'into the study of all the Russian Five-Year 
Plans. (The most valuable ~esearch work was done in 
the Slavic Division of the. New York Public Library, the 
Library of Congress, and Hooyer Institute in California.) 
What the new auditions to documents on the theory of 
state-capitalism reveal is that, at the same time I was 
engaged in resrarch on the Russian economy of 1928-39, 
I was translating for myself philosophic works of Marx, 

.- tho~e _ that Wfilre __ listed- by P.yazanvv -f.tB · .. Preparatory 
Works for The Holy Family" and which we now know as 
tile famous Humaiust Essays, as w~ll as Lenin's Ab­
stract of Hegel's "Science of Logic." My translations 
have now "'been found in their very ftrst form. (See 
#8845.) In a word, the rel11tionship between philosQphy 
and economics was intensified. Indeed, by the 1940s I 
saw philosophy as inherent in new revolutionary 
forces-labor, Black, women, youth. 

Thus the studies in state-capitalism werecintegra! to 
the inU!nsit1ed adh•ities in the 1940s with, once again, 
the Black Dimension being pivotal. See especially the 
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documents on my debate with Coolidge (Ernest Rice 
McKinney), # 9008. The Schomburg Collection was th~ 
place _where I did mt:och of my :research on Black -Ameri­
ca, which was reflected in my 1948 _.micle, "rvtaintaiit 
the .Schomburg Collection!" 
lN 1947 THE Four'<h International allowed me to 

.. ~prc;;;;nt ihe iheory.:of state-capit~lism at their world 
conference in France:: I debated Ernest Mandel (Ger­
main) there. \\'hat is most memorable from the trip 
was, however, not. the Trotskyists but the meeting with·· 
a· Camerounian who told me of the revolution: th~y had 
when the Garmans left and the "Free French" were 
going to return. (See my 1947 letters, # 661.) 

When I completed the translation of Lenin,s Abstract 
of Hegel'• "Science of Logic'' in 1949, I looker! for a 
publisher Zor it, knocking on many doors and meeting 
with the CGlumbia University. Russian Department, but 
publication had to wait until 1957 with my Marxism 
aud Freedom .. 'fhe many letters in t.hi~ periOd disclose 

·the relationship of-philosophy and economi~.-.specifi­
cally of Hegel's Science of Logic to Marx's Capital-
and connect thn~e studies to-the !etters I wrote:tv min-­
ers on the general strike in 1950. These reveal that I 
was changing the form of my work on state-capitalism 
and Manism to what became Marxism and F'nledom. 
(See Section HI for the letters of this period.) 

It all resulted in the break-up of the ·state-capitalist 
tendency known as '\lohnson-Forest," rmd the critiq12e 
of all post-Marx Marxists. I called for a re-organization 
of Marxist groupings, and the theoretical work that re· 
suited in 1957·58, Marxism and Freedom, spelled its 
aim out as re-esteblishing Marxism in its original form, · 
which Marx c&l!ed a "thorough-going Naturalism or Hu· 
manism." That period aaw my first attempt to make an 
outline of what would become the Marxist-Humanist 
luch.iv~. (See # 9357.)-

The whole question of the relationship of any ongoing 
event with the past; with the very concept of Archives, 
depends on the two opposite words-continuity and dis­
continuity. Whe:ee~ only great divides in epochs, in cog­
nition, in personality, are crucial, and may relate to 
turning paii1ts in hlstory, no discontinuity can really 
achie\·e that type of new ~pochaf "moment" unles!! it 
has established continuity with the hlstoric course of 
in.!!TIJ!n dev~lopment. _ 

Naturally, the significance of Archives for any Marx­
ist-Humanist hilS, as ground, what we learned from 
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MIU'X's Archives, especially from the writings in his last 
decade, .. and especially . the Ethnologicr;l .. Notebooks 
which were first transcribed in 1972. That work cast a 
totally new .illumination both on Marx's multi-linearism 
as it relates_ to his studies of pre-capitalism and indeed 
on the whole _course .or human development. These No­
tebooks ·so integrally related the ."new moments" of · 
Marx's. last decade that it made it pos.~iblc . to grasp 
Marx's Marxism as n t<1tality. In a word, the new mo­
ments of his last decade,'. and the very tirst writings of 
his break irom capitalism and. his founding of a whole 
new continent of thought and of revolution in 1843-44, 
were one continuous develonment of what Marx called . 
a "New Humanism." This is- the reason why we consid­
er~d the lSSOs a "trail to the 1980s." ·Put differently, 
neither the first nor the last of Marx's new moments 
were a question of something that happened in the 19th 
century, hut becamP. an imperative for our age. fl" 10 RETURN TO 1958, that was the year DeGauiie -_ 

came to power in France and I saw, at one and the 
same time, a . new form of fa•cism and the imperative . 
need ior new internaticmal relations of these who op­
posed both poles of capitalism-U.S. and Russia­
whether they held fully to the theory of state-capitalism 
or not. A correspondence developed with Battaglia Co­
muni.ta in Italy (Onorato Damen); Munis, a Spanish 
exile; Chaulieu and ·vega, as well as.Jean Malaquais in 
France; and Harry McShane in Britain. An Intemation· 
s! Conference was held in Milan, Italy, in November 
1959, and I made a trip to Europe to attend and hold 
other discussions. I had in my hand for the trip Marx­
iom and Freedom as well as our new pamphlet., Na­
tionaliarn, Communism, Marxist-Humanism end_ the 
Afro-Aainn Revolutions, and I insisted that all rhose 

. who attended had to focuR on the new r~vo!utions in 
the Third World. I asked that the African comrades be 
invited. (1 continued corresponding with Africarus until I 
went to Africa in 1962, and they helped map my trip to 
Nigeria, Ghana, Senegal, and the Gambia.) 

The European International CorJerence itnelf, while 
net grounded in philosophy, Marxist-Humanist or ')ther­
wise, and not agreeing with my analysis oi the very new 
African Revolutions, did approve my motion to continue 
discussion on a regular basis in the Italian journal, Pro­
meteo. Out of tl1is trip; a Marxist' Humanist· group was 
established ii1 Britain, headed by Harry McShane . 
. The pivotal points of my address to the International 
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Conference were further developed in the 1960 Thesis, 
'"fhe World Crisis. and the Theoretic Void," which was 
published in Italian and French in Promeieo, th~ publi· 
cation of the Interr.ational Center of Correspondence. 
(Onorato Damen had introduced .me. to the nubiisher La 

· Nuovo Italia, which published the Italian edition of 
Marxism and Freedom.) That special section 'of Pro­
meteo continued to publish my articles, which included 
my critique of:-Lm:emburg's Aecn!!lu!ation of Capita!,' 
as well as one on the Cuban Missile Crisis. .· 

T HE 1960S WERE as turbulent in the U.S. 8.\1 any­
where else in the world and the new voices from 

below are well enough recorded in the Raya Dunay· 
ev!skaya Collection from the F.reedom Riders Speak 
for· ThemRelves to the Free Speech Movement, and 
the Negro Revolution. <!. co-authored the latter with 
Fre& Speech Movement leader Mario Savio and Eugene 
Walker from the Mississippi freedom schools.) The 
Black Dimension was by no means· just an American 
question; the African Revolutions initiated a new world 
epoch, indeed a new world, the Third World,. Whereas . 
the Eurupcan Internationai- COniei:'EmCe ha-dn;t' folloWed-·-· 
my suggestion to Lnvite some African revolutionaries, I 
followed through with the Africans I met in England, 
especially Dixon Colley of the Gambia who had chaired 
my meeting in London, 

The new conespondenc~ that is now being added in· 
eludes communication with Leopold Senghor, Sekou 
Toure, and Nnamdi Azikwe, as well as the letter to 
'fhomas Kanza, UN Ambassador from the Congo, on 
the death of Patrice Lumumba. The trip to West Africa 
i11 1962 is thus now more fully. documented and shows 
more th~n just the fact that Presence Africaine pub• 
lished my ru-ticlc "Marxist-Humanism," which I had 
originally titled "African Socialism: Why not a New In· 
ternational?" That didn't impede my activities and writ­
ings on the American scene, as witness the new contrib· 
utions we now make of my artir.les for The Activist, the 
student journal at" Oberlin College for which I was both 
sporu:or and writer, a.~ well as a critic of some of their 
writings, like that of Tracey Strong on China. 

The Third World was naturally not only Africa, but 
also Latin .~merica, Asia and the Middle Eabt. Most rei· 
evant and important here is my conespondence with 
Silvio Frondizi, the great Argentinian independent 
Marxist who was murdered by the iasc'.st regime. He 
had in fact tnln!<lated. Marxism and Freooom, but was 
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unable to publish it. Nearly all of my major works have· 
now been translated and published in Spanish. Erich 
Fromm was instrumental in introducing my work to tha 
publishing house, Siglo XXI . · · 
· The section on 'the battle of ideas speaks well enough 
for itself, whether it is correspondence with Sihio Fron­
dizi or Alisdnir Mac!ntvre. With Erich Fromm or P£ter 
Bergmann, Jean MalaquaiS or-Paul Piccone, Dixon Col­
ley or John O'Neill, or even· C.L.R. James and Graca 
Chin Lee, or whether it was with Leon Trotsky_ or Yo­
shimasa Yukiyama. Indeed, the correspondence and 
some of the interviews would result m a chapt.er within 
a book itself. I am referring to a 1965 Hong Kong inter­
view which became a part of a chapter of Philosophy 
and Revolution .. The Chinese ref~gee I interviewed, 
"Jade," W!IS so taken with my chapter "The Challenge 
oi Mao Tse-tung" in Merxiam and Freedom that she 
translated it into Chinese and sent it to the under· 
ground at Peking University, where she had been a stu­
dent. That was i.; lsnuS, at· ta'ie ·hEgiruaing of the Culturai, 
Revolution. · 

The trip I made to Japan has been reported in the 
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection beiore, but the new that 
is added now is especially important for two reasol'.s. It 
wasn't only my 1\iarxiam and Free-dom that was trans­
lated and pub&hed in Japan, but alan News & Letters 
pamphlets like. Charles Denby' a Workers Battle Auto­
mation · at1d other new voices from the Ble.ck Revolu­
tion. The Zenshin (the Japan RevolutiOI!arY Communist 
League) sponsored my many lectures throughout the Is­
lands. Also new is the typescript of my Wk in Japan on 
Hegel. 

WHAT IS OF THE essence in the 1970s were the 
new open doors in academia in the U.S. In 1970, 

the year -of the 200th anniversary of Hegel's birth and 
lOOth of Lenin's: the battle of ide!!!! kept ~~~~ .. ,g 
between the Left and academia. The specific essay 

·whiCh was to' attract special attention WliS "The Philo­
sophic Ambivalence of Lenin," which became the basis 
for my talk to a conference of the then young New Left 
philoeophic journal, Telos. The. Yugoclav journal Pruis 
then l'tlprinted it, and so did the Italian journal Aut 
Aut. 'fhat work was not just on Lenin, but on Hegel, 

· Bnd it .became_ a part of the section in i"bilosophy and 
Revolution en "WhY Hegel? Wny Now?" This allowed 
me io preseni a pr.per at the 1974 c6nferent1! of the He- · 

. gel Sflciety of America. What is new in Volume Xll is 
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ths documentation of the critiqueS of my views on He' 
gel that came from old radiclils like Peter Bergmann · 
(1974) as well as a critique of my interpretation of He­
gel's Absolute Method by George A•·tnstrong Kelly ,in 
his Retreat from Eleusi& (1978). i _ answe1ed KellY in 
the introduction to rny 1982 edition of Philosophy and 
Revolution. Also new is my letter ta Bertell .Ollman in 
critique of the academic classes in sociaiism, especially 
~.,1a..A'a Capital - .. -- - · -- · 

The 1970s were in general characterized by & new 
passion for a philosophy of revolution. On the one hand, 
it was spurred oy the fact that the 19608 revolutioni! 
had been aborted. at their highest point, 1968. On the 
other hand, it was t.he very counter-revolution of the 
early 1970s against Vietnam, when both Russia and Chi-. 
!i!l were rolling cut L'le red- <:atpet fur Nbmn, that inade 
the youth, the Black Dimension, and even some oid 
radicals begL'l_ tu as..lt questions serious enough to have 
them attempt to work out a new philosophy of revolu- -
tion for their age. At. any rste, they were ready to listen 
and not to dismiss theoreticians on a,ny rmperfir.ia! baslli 
of age. Rather, they themselves wanted to see a conti­
nuity as well as a· discontin•Jity in Marxism. 

This· became the more intense when fmall;- Marx's 
Ethnological Notebooks were transcribed in the l!l70s 
and the whole question of the relation of technologically 
advanced countries· .to underdeveloped countries was 
seen in a new light-the nmlti-linearism of Mru'X-as he 
turned anew to the idea of pre-capitnlist 9ocietiC'J and 
the then new scienr.e of anthropology. Just &s ·this new 
objective/subjective .situation led us to create. the cate- · 
gory of "post-Marx Marxism" as a pejorative in the 
1982 publication of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Libera­
tion 1111d Marx's Phllosophyof Revolution, so the 1983 
Man: Centenary Tour, with this work in hand, opened 
new doorll, especially in the Black Dimell3ion and Worn-
· en's Liberation. 

Aa LREADY HANDED IN at the March 21, 1985 lec-
ture-though we then only had page proofs--was 

my latest book, Women's Liberation 1111d the' Dialec­
tics of Revolution. Whare it covered 35 years on the 
single subject of women's liberatiGn, I have now com­
pleted my "30-Year Re•.rospective/Perspeetive of News 
& LetteN" which is the history of Marxist-Humauism 
in the U.S.-the peper, t.lte· organization, and ·the philo­
sophic works, as well as the pamphlets. At the present 
moment I am in the process of work.L~g en .·.my nt:A~ · 
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book, Dialectics of Organization: Philosophy, the 
· "Party," ~md Opposite Forms of Organization Born 
Out of Spontaneity. 

The- BiaCk Dirriension,--whlch- was central·-L'"'l News~ 
Letters from its birth with a Black production works;, 
Charles Denby, e.s its editor, remains intrinsic to our 
body of ideas and has just been spelled out again in our 
lateSt publication, a new eJ.panded edition oi Frantz Fa· . 
non, Soweto and American Black 'Thought. This 
booklet includes appendicee on Negritude and Language 
by Rene Depestre and Ngugi wa Thiong'o as well as my 
Political-Philosophic Letter, "Grenada: Counter-Revolu· 
tion and Revolution." It a5 well includes tlus recent 
communication we received directly from a group of 
South African revoiutionaries: , 

''We can understand why the Marxist· Huma'!i!,ts felt · 
a need to call themselves not jll!lt Marxists but Mar.dst· 
Humarlist, because the humarlism has been removed 
from Marx to such an extent that people thou~l.<t they 
euuld-- coma n-ith ceri-..e!n .. th~orle8 and irle~-:just from 
the to~the intellectuals theorizing and telling .the peo· 
pie how to liberate themselves." 

Februacy 28, 1986 

Poslscripl, April 10, 1986-
Between the time (February) when Volume XII was 

handed in for microfllming, and ill; release for public 
view by Wnyne State University Archives of Labor and 
Urban Affairs (April), News & Letters has created a 
new cover for the Guide to the entire twelve-volume 
collection. This new title for the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection-"Marxist-Hummism: A Half-Century of Its 
World Dcvelopment"-reflects the range of the new dis·. 
coverles of old mammcripts predating 1941, e.s well .as 
extending the collection- to 1985/86. Put differently, the 
1930s are the focal point now. The Depression signaled 
the end of private capitelism, while out of the Spanish 
Civil War there emerged a new kind of revolutionary 
who posed questions not oniy ngainst Stalinism but 
against. Trotskyism, indeed against all established 

_ Marxists. The 1981 Introductory Note to the Archives 
repeats what we i!!rld when we first handed in the Col· 
l.iction in. 1969.: "The entire ~ollection is divided into 
t.Wo partS. Part One -coveni Marxist-Humanism in its or· 
igin as State·Capitelist . theory ... Part Two ... covers the 
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period 1955 to 1981, and details the developnletit of 
Marxist-Humanism" as organization and as philosophy. 
With the addition of Volume XII, the new cover more 

·-fully_. reflects the __ whole range, "~!a_rl'iAt~Hu...tna_ni~qD; A· 
Half-Century of IU; World Development.'' 

See announcement page 61. 
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Charles Denby, Editor 

News & Letters 1955 .. 1983 

L The ., n I!!' n. _ _ ___ I , n L n-
I Y .-JVS ono - I 70VS 

From the Birth of News & 
Letterss 1955, to Marxism and 
Freedom, 1957 
.:~-lith-th&-eyca of--1985, th~-ide: of a !.~--.fut-Hum!in­
ist paper, -beginning publicati'Jn June, 1955, when Mc­
Carthyism wu still raging, seems, strangely enough, 
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"'ery tode.yish. 'l'ha idea of a Bt.!'Uggle for freedillll that 
would make inseparable theozy and practice, lllld have . 
that relation as the determinant, does indeed renlain Rn:' 
Lup;:cutive in Reagan~s retrogreaaive USA. · ·: · ; · · 

The thren post-World Wax II decades, 1955-1985, not .. 
only tested Ma."'J:'s philosophy of liberation wh.en on.e 
must tight under thii whip of C(Junter·revolutior., . but . 
also saw the e.mergenii. of new paasions and forces op­
poaing capitalist-imperialism. Thus was sigtiitied the 
dawning of a new epoch . 

. To examine the first yeu of our e:liBtence, eapeclally 
the· fln!t issue ·of News & Letters (N&L), will reveal, 
first, whe.t we heard, and oecood, the met>lling we gave 
to what we heard by declaring it to be "a movemant 
from practice that is itself a form of theory." It is this . 
we held to be the challenge which theoreticians muSt 

·· face in. working out the dialectic philosophy of the ll{le. · 
The uniqueneas of the simultaneity of act and of 

thought in . the 1950s~in such events as the 1949-50 . 
Miners' General Strike and the 1953 East German Re­
vol~was a spur to the publication of News &: LP.ttors. 
'I'hus we set aside a specific section entitled "Coal end 
Its People," which we expiained in an article in the first 
issue, "A Coal Seeticn because ... " That sootion had been 
born from the kind of fjUe&tiODIJ posed by that 1949-50 
Mi.'lers'. General Strike against Automation, which was 
then msrely known as the struggle &gainat the introduc­
tion of a new kind of machine, "the continuous miner," 
into the coalfields. In battling what the miners CBI!ed a 
"man-killer;• the min6rs insisted they Wfll'C not interest­
ed mainly in the queation of wages. Rather, they asked 
what kind of labor man should-do. Why WI!B there such 
a !lig division between thinking ~nd doing? · 

In 1953, in a very different countr;, East Germany, 
th~re was a rebellion against "work norms" {SJI*-d-up). 
Here the workers coupled their economk l!emanrls et. 
the point of production with the political demand for 
freedom. It was the rmt-ever general strike. from under 
CommuniiJt totalitarianism. Their ologan was "Bread 
and Freedom." This new battle spread through. East· 
Europe. It came to a climax !n the Hungarian Revolu­
tion of 1956, which bruught onto t.he present historic 
stage philosophic questions that had been raised in 
Mar.r's Humanist Essays of 18«. . . 

Issue number one of Nevro a: Letteril demonstrated 
our intel'lll!tionai . dimension in. its ver:f appearance m 
June, 1955, to COIWDemcrate tha second I!Dnive:roary of 
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the June 17th. Eaet German Revolt. This was discussed 
in oilr "World Comment". section of thia firat istrue. · Our 
.e~:lit-ori_aL-.:!~.Why- W-e :·Ap~,"---~~- vw--.relatiuiF to-.-. 
our readet'S as writers here in America. The uniqueni!I!B • 
of our papmo was manifested in the following: . 

L The ediwrs wei'e two workers, Johnny Zupan and 
Charles· Denby. Charles Dcnhy, a Blaclcproduction 
worker, was· soon to become the sole editor. Thls was 
the first tinle ever that a U.S. Black production work!ll' 
became the editor of a Marxiat pnper. . .. 

2. Nor was the Black Dimension limited to ec!itorship. 
The very first issue of N&L reproduood a picture· of 
Njeri, a Kenyan woman who wns e central figure in the 
M:.u ?viau atruggle for freedom from British imPerial .. · 
ism. It wM. to her that the .booklet, People of Kenya 
SpeRk for '!'he:mee!ve8, ·was dedicated.! < 

The year 1955 was filled not only with McCarthyimn, 
but wit.~ racism of the most barbaric kind-as wi~neoo 
L'le murde1 of Emmett Till. Always seeing the new op­
position, th.; absolute opposite of the barbarism, is the 
only way to know how to fight in a positive--way> ~U!l, 
our front pag~ ruticle, Oct. 5, 1955, was ·iu;-t just· a report 
of the horrors· of Till's murder, but of t.he Black mSBS 
reaction to ·it. When the Moutgomery Bus Boycott 
broke out iater that same year, our editor, Charles Den­
by, went to Alabama to meet with the pru:ticipants in 
that bus boycott. What we presented in tha pages of 
N&L Willi a repcrt of the bei!inning~~ of the Black Revo­
iution. It became crystal clear that this movement 
wasn't the act of any single in!li~idual but was DlllS8eS 
in motion-what we would. la~r call Black 'lllll&leS Ill! 

·vanguard. . · 
3. 1'he category of Women's Liberation as Reason &S 

well as revolutionary force was seen in N&L from the 
start. It was not alone that a Black wolllllll, Ethel Dun­

- bar, authored a column she called "We lue Some­
body"•, but that NB:L had no less than two· other wom­
en columnists--Jerry Kegg on the . Labor pa!je and 

-I. I ha•e read lnnUJru!rable "erudite," "scholarly" studies that apoz.k of 
Koin:ng;:': br.ok u if the date it.· wu finally publial:ed commercially waa 

. the time when the story of the Mau Mau ollual• wao revealed. The 
troth ia that we had tried very !uud to set an .. t.sbliahed !"'hliaher be­
fore we undr<took oor own pubUc:atlon. Koilwlge thought he !w:l N<h­
ru'a pro:nise to do eo. But indeed, other than ourselves. none were will· 
inc to un_dert&lte publlca!ion. 

2. How lone wuoii be!On--.;eMe·--Ji:cbotl mAde tl Category out of ''We 
Are Somtbody"? By lhan Dunbar lwl changod the title of her column 
to em;>huilo ita intem<tlo:wl dimenrion, c:allh>g it "Woy of the World" 
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Angela Terrano,. who waa also a worker, writing a col~ 
umn called '.'Working for Independenr,e," . first· on . the . 

.. c~~!~r!-~:?!:EJt~~~~~~!:''~c.~~-:,. :· ;~-~~~~~;;~-:~~TI~;~~~i 
ing It Out." He later wrote the front page article which 
clearly showed that, f'o? from the youth being a.!'Best 
Generation," they. weie in fact a new fol'Cfl of revolu~ 
tio~"Rehels With A Cal!!le." (NI;L, Fel). 6, 191i7) · 

" 5. To be noted as pivotal as wall Wll!l the section . de­
voted tO "Readers' Views" which was created to givo 
priority not merely to lette..-s to the editor, but aliso to 
unwritten letters, i.e., to views of non-members, ofu>n 
onlv. snoken.' The nuroose of this section was to mv""l 
wh8t people fuought end said of the world, and -of th~ir 
own lives, which would not depcmd on whether or. nol 
they were writern. Rather, it WI!S a question of our 
members needing to be alert to what the masses said to 

. each other, what they thought, how they felt, whether 
nt work or just on public transportation. Involved here 
if! the whole concept of orlll. hiStory. This will be fully 
develo!Jed for the. coming Plenum by· our Natiorinl. Co­
Organizer,- Michael Connolly, who is the editor of the 
Readers' Views pages. . . . · . 

6. An ''MD" column wns written by a doctor. It did 
not limit itself to medical problems, though central to 
the column would be specific questioris about industrial 
illnesses and about the social nature of ilinesa. Thus, 
the MD column dealt with such_ other topica as a re­
view of Herbert MarciiSe's Eros and Civilizetion 
(N&L, Feb. 5, 1957); and a series of four articles devel­
oped a view of "The Biological BI!Sia of Marxist-Hu- · 
m•niam," (N&L, Ap~·October, 1960) 

7. Finally, there was my column, "Two Worlds," 
which had an overline, "Notes from a Diary," and was, 
of. f'!:-.ct+ nnlll;,_.~ Uu $;......+ ,.~t .. -.., ..1 ..... 1~ .,_:_.,1.. ~IT_._._,.._ 

"W" ....... u..,.-~&""'"'"" ,. • ..,J-&&a..,.,-....v&~ ""~" ~-\14.5 .&JG"Ioo'C.l 

Writing and the New Pasaions" that signalled the birth 
of a new epoch. 

In 1955 our ve:y first conference, which had decided 
to publiah.t.llls paper, News & Letters, edited by work­
ers, had at the same time· assigned ma to complete the 
study of Msmsm that I had been working on for a dec­
ade. It would be called Mar.rlsm and Freedom and 
would a.oticulate . both ·the American roots. of Marxism . 
and Marx':; world Hwnanist con<)epta. It would not he. 
completed unCI 1957. Before its appearance, however, 
we did issue our very fi.rst pamphlet, which reproduced 
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in mimeographed form my t!'enslation of Umin's PbllG­
sophlc Notebooks, which had never been available. in 
Enldish before .. '!'hat same pamphlet contained, as weD, 
my-May, 1953 Lettei:s on Hegel's Aboolute Idea. Ifia in 
thesa letters that I held that inherent .in Hegel's A~ 
Jute Idea iJs a unity of theory and pmctice . was the 
Pr~nc"e of-a moVemm!.t'~m preetl~.·~·· --.:~ ---. _:, ~- · 

I felt that in our !lge, when the workers' movement · · 
from practice had manifested itself as a form of theory, 
it was the task of Marxists to fa"" this new reality in 
such a way that all relations between workers and intel· 
lectuala change. One manifestation of that was that 
workers became editors. But that did not 1:1aan that 
there would be M wnrkfor the intallo.ctuala who were 
revolutionary and who participated wit.h the work61'8 in 
all . their · actiollll. Here is what . I wrote in my "Two_ . 
Worlds" .colwnn of Aug. 5, 1955, about the umque com~ 
bination of worker md intellectual that N&L was estab· 
Jishing. We insisted that this was_ "the practice of the 
breakdown of the 'most monstrous divi.'lion of ell-the 
division ootween tnentru and manual hlbor ... Tbe intel­
lectual must be attuned to beer that movement from 
practice to theory. This !s the nub ... Tbeoreticians 
cannot be bystanders to a paper that mirro:ra the work· 
em' thoughts and activities ss they happen." . 

Tlti., conception became historically aa well· as cur- · 
rently alive ae the E&1t European revolts 7eached their 
first climlll: in the Hungarian Revolution of 1956. Along 
with est!lbli'!bing Workers' Councils at t.ho point of 
productiou, instead of the state-controlled uniollli, that 
~evolution, as, well, MW the· appelllllllce 'of innumerable· 
newspapers and, as I mentioned above, tho 1844 Hu­
mllllist Essays of Man: were brought onto the hi$>ric 
stage ·as a cogent point of diacwlsion. It wu precisely 
those Essays which we had ~ted in the 19408, had 
bccri un:lblc ·to find :1 puhlizher- fer, and which .we bed­
decided . to include ae an appendix to ManillJn and 
Freedoru, which was jUEt then being completed. 

Just as my breakthrough on the Abeolute Idea, where 
I had. singled out the movaa:lellt from practic:e, sat the 
structure fo:r Marxism amd Freedom, fr.om 1'173 Un­
til Today, so the Hung&l'ian Revclution gave a today- · 
ness to Mad,; H11Dl311ist Euays, while the Montgom·· 
ery Bus Boycott made inseparable the Black Revolution 
and ita internatioMl di:nension. In the Introductiol1 to 
this work I inade cllllll" the in~ilit.y of a new 
type of -relationabip of practice to theory, a new ucity of 
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theory and practi~: "No theo~ticisn, today more tlum. 
ever · bcl'ore, can write out of hls own head. Theory' re­
quires a constant shaping 3Ud reshaping ofideas on the 

basis of whnt the wo!k!ll'!! themselves.ne doirur._.ll.r4 .. '''••-·-~:~'?'?':·;~~A'=~s'%]§;§7;~~ th;nklng." Ifivaa thiB which led me, ill dedlcaiirig the . 
work to "the auto workere, minere, steelworkers and_· 
student youth who have participated so fully in the 
writing of. thh!. book," to deelare them to bo "ita co-au' 
thors." News &; ~tters further deepened tb.il: new rel­
litionship betweenworkers ai1d intellectuals on the ballis 
of what Ml:rxism and Freedom had aatabliaheci · 

Before the 1950s would end, aU of us would be put to 
a uew teat, which, on the one hand, showed the emer­
gence of a Third World in its ooloidai. ravolutions lllld, 
OD the · Other. hand2 8. D'3W 001.!!!f.e!' .. !'eVO!Ution in tbe 
ooming tc; power of DcGaulle. 

1958-1959: The Need to Unfurl 
a New Banner o{Revolution' 

DcGaullc'a return to power in 1958, as the colonial 
revolts ware developing into· outright revolutione, was a 
t.hr<>..at not just to the Algerian &voluticn but to . the 
Parlaian worke.'&--!1 threat which . the workers r911!ized, 
ll8 ahown by the 250,000 who marched against hia re­
turn. The July, 1958 issue of N&L had as its front page 
article "France Rt the Cross Roads" end refel"rW read­
ers to my '"l'wo Worlds" colunm (now signed by me as 
author of l'dlll"llism and Freedom) entitled ''Whlthe.t 
Patie?" 

I had precedlld this article, and oontinued afterwm·ds, 
with letters to revolutionary tendencies,. mainly state­
capitslist, whir.h had opposed both polee of world capi­
tal, Rlll!8ia and the U.S. In these letters I cnllc-d for en 
intemation:ll conference. What 1958 had made clear to 
me was that the disregard of Marxism and Freedom 
bv these t~r.dencies was not a mo.-a factimial attitude, 
b;Jt an actual failure on their pan to face the new ob­
jectivE< reality. 

Thus, the same issue of N&L which spoke of France 
at the Cl'OI<S roads c=ied three articles opposilig my 
analysis oi the maturity of the proletariat as woll as the 
concept of a 1lllique oombination of wolker and int.e.Uee­
tual in which N&L was rooted: Jean Malaquais, in a 

- letter to me dated June 1, 1958, criticized ''the tune" of 
my letter and clearly disagr6ed with roy concept of the 
maturity of -the proletaiiai. Along with his letter, we 
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also published a letter. ~m Frarice, from. Trib'llllo Ou· 
vriere, that insisted that a workers' paJ)er should have 
only wo~kers; and a letter from Onorato D. amen in Italy 
iBattegiia • Cominumiri:8i which wilB ii.iiite · lll'itictil; but -
agreed to call an· intem!ttional com'erence the folloWing 
year. 

My articles in the August and September, 1968 iBsues 
of N&L continued_ the dialogue ooth on the question· of 
colonial revolts . and general HUIII8Jiist concepts and· on 
the l'P.-aponsibillty of intellactusls, concludiml -that what 
will lead to a- new hUIIl9D 01-der is ''not Mao; but the 

· <:reatil'e untaiJped energy of millioll!l." _ 
In this period Latin America wss mora than just'stir· 

' ring. By 1959 _ we had the eruption in Cuba. Later we 
will deal . with how N&L would report and comment 
upon that revolution, whi::h in the beginning we not _ 
only hailed 85 th9 great event it WI!S, but as well point­
ed to the many contradictions which led. it to aligD. un­
critically with Russin. For the moment, however, . we are 
focuaing only on_ those revolts which would diaclooe the 
groot schism between the European stato-cnpitalist 
tendencies and myself. . . . · 

Before the intemationai conference was to convene in 
the full of 1959, I had continued with writiniJB on the 
African and Aai&n-revolutions. In tho June-July il;sue ·of 
N&L we published a special supplement entitled "Na-­
tioruilism, Communism, Mamat-Humanism !Uid the 
Afro-ASian RevolutioDB,~' which would then become a 
printed pamphlet. 

By this period it waa clear that it wasn't only the Af. 
ricsn Revolutions that many of these Manists rel'w!ed 
to accept as "rEal" rewlutions. They refuSed, SD well, to 
accept tho task that I considered crucial ior all Marx­
ists. Here is the way. I expressed this in my "Two 
Worlds" coliiiiill on the ''RtspOnsibility of Intellectuals" 
{N&L, August, 1358): "I- am not cnne~moo with the 
C<>rnmunist who will eing any tune Moscow blarea out. 
I l!lll concerned with the anti·Collllllullist Manist beat­
ing his chest. For, in the concrete, the new form of 
fescism could lw.ve not boon foreselln and wa8 not 
fc.n!told, muoh less prepared for, except by l.url'ur-. 
lli!g a new banner of l'tlan:ist HIIJ.'Ia:d!!m." 

The whole point is that when a new revolution 
erupts, the te:ldency is to· immediately try to boz it in · 
as if it were 11 question of France/ Algeria; or of the 
Weet in generalithe African revolutiona; or in the Mid­
dle East, of Arab/IBraeL _This confining of the new 
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, within old catagoriea a:roae , again in terma of the,, iraq "," 
Revolution "ofJuly,195S. Here was a new form.of revo­
lution that wished to be truly independent, rath~r, tlum 

· confined into East/West, or. Arab/Israel, or wen Nas-
··- .. ··- ----~--·-·-· --- _.,....., --.,gv..:u....o uy .,..,_,. cer/Saucli .A'I'Sihla DG ;r .tlu~aa_ ........ -..: .... 1-.-1 •• .&.-~-;re;rt--!t.;:.;·_· .· 

This revolution started out on a tone indepen ent , of ·. , · 
any of these, extending even to the distinction between 
Smini and St>J'ite in its own countzy. Why did no Mlll'X- " 

· ist .try to work out what that ·signified?.- Post.Marx 
Marxists have disregarded too many , revolutiona, suc­
cessful or aborted; disregarded too many philosophies . 
underlying those revolutior.s. They juet allow intellectu­
al sloth to accumulate mid accumulate. 

It was at this conference held in Elll'ope in the fall· of 
1959 that, for the fll!!t time before an intamatiolll!l au­
tlience of those hold.L~ . a- state-capit-a list position, I ar .. 
ticulated my total philosophic cont>!ption of Mandst­
HQmat'IJBmj ·which ! ·had e%paunded fully- in-MacA:im:u · 
ud Freedom, lioth c philosophically and concretely. 
And I felt that now (1959) such a concept was beffig 
di.~closed L'l tha African Revolutioll.S. VnfortunateJY, 
what was revealed at the 191i9 conference of tl!ose · 
who had rejected, both pgles of world C!ipital since 
World War ]] wes that without ill .. le-;:tie31 phUc:s­
phy, 'the state-capil.alist theory we11 inadequate, 
and this inadequacr Willi not limit-00 to the state-
capitalist t.enttency m the U.S. . . · " · 

Wnat the Europeans at the conference did agree to, 
however, was to continue the di3logue with ll.nziat.. 
Humanism by establishing a special section of Prome­
t<lo (included within the journal but printed on a differ .. 
ent color paper) ior discWlllion in Engliah_ and Italian. 

The Turbulent 1960s, 
a Critique· 

As we saw, the turbul9nt 1960s, in Marxist-Human­
imls vitfw, h~:~.ti actually begun tOward thtt end of the 
1950s. We had been iocusing on the new movements in 
the post-World War II world that we had judged to be 
a movement from practi<:ltl and the birth of a whole­
new . Third World, especially the African Revolutions. 
We became full participants in a!1 the activities during 
the turbulent '60s, while the dialectic methooology we 
had been . developing-which had finally been worked 
out for our age in book form in Marxism ud Free­
dom~~p-ened_ the_ pri~ciples .and --~~..a!ivna- ur 
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· Malxi.st-HI!lilmlism in News· & Letters i~. Whether · 
· it was the Black Revolution, not just in·Africa but also · 

in America, .or the youth !ll()Yements mi the_ campus; or 
thej:olohlal revolutions, the reporting wiili'iriade' i:ill;&; ,·'' 
parable from the theoretiCal ana1yai:a which we saw as 
integrlll to the report. · 

Take the verv first issue of 1960. The front nlll>'e ..m, 
cle that JanuarY was entitled "Cuba .JoltS Sta~ Depi!rf. 
ment Domination in Latin America." Vvllether we con­
sider just that issue or compare it to the December is-

. sue; where the "'l'wo Worlds" column· on Cuban 
developments was called "The yen Aftffr," each made 
it clear that the hailing of the revolution wa& never un" 
Critical. For that matter, the manner in which ehon I'll· 
ports were given in N&L liy. participants themeillv!!.!l 
had a new theoretical vantage point rooted in the man­
ner in which interviev.'il I had ronducted wi.th mmere 
had appeared in M&rxium and Freedom. In the origi­
rud edition, 'the last chapter, "Automation and the Now 
Humanism," ' expressed tills pbilosol,lhiC principle with 
thn opening section, "Different Attitudes to Automa-
tion.'.'' · 

Or look at the April, 1960 N&L: tho ·les.d is on 
"South Africa-South USA." It. carrioo a picture of a 
demonstration by · 30,000 South African freedom fight­
ern. There is a reference to the "Two Worlds" of that 
issue on "Revolution and Counter-Revolution in South 
Africa." At the sume time the front page hen an in-per­
son report by nn activist in Montgomery, Alabama, en­
titled "No One Moved," which describes, a demon· 
stration a_t State Teacher's College. T'nis article, in turn, 
directs the re&dt!l' to other reports on student demon-
strations on pages llil: and eight. . 

. The Augw;t-Septem!m issue that year is totally new 
in the eellSe that the whole , issue is f.illy devoted to 
WIJrk~r! B!i.t!l~ Aut.o!!!!.tiO!!. by om- ~!~r,- Ch..!r!ea 
Det<by. This Wl!!l to become a special pamphlet and 
would tru:ka clear not only that workers do speak for 
themselves, but that theae pages were not limited to 
the auto indostry. Danby included the miners, steel and 
rubber workers, aa well Bll white collar workers. Fur­
thermore, instead of coming to a '-onclusicn as if that 
were the only ''line," there are two different viowa on 
the question of Automation-that of the editor, md the 
"dissident" view of .t'.ngela Terrano. In fact, as the i1e:s:t 

· issue ehom; it iii ehii who beCOmes .i\sSOclllte EditOr. -
· Our pamphlets become the place where not ollly do 
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workers and Blacks speak for thellllleives, but where all 
tha revolutionary forces are heard speaking not only 
about their specific experiences but about the· objective 
events ofthe world. Indeed, eeveral of tha pamphlets 

, __ ,.·ere ___ reproduced . in other_ -countrie~i, _ from·· "R.ngta~d:~to- -:-::~~:.- ·"-·'·0:"'!'~ri~~~·~}~f!'"1)7~f~J~ 
Japan, some with their o;vn prefaces and· with new ad­
ditioll!l. Thus the ·1959 pamphlet on the Afro,Asian 
Revolutions was brought out in a 1S61 edition in ·Eng­
land by. the New Left ;roup at· Cwu.brldge University; 
including both Peter Cadogan's new foreword and an 
appendix that reproduced his review oi Mamsm and 
Freedom. · · · 

The significance of this new edition was that it was a 
resUlt of my anti-nuclear participation 'in Great Britain 
during the height of the Campaign for Nuclear Disar­
mmnent, e_ven_as the Japanese New Left att yew-a later 
not only translated many of our pamphlets, but invited 
m~ t_o givc_an anti .. war r;peech at HiroshlmD. The ::mti--­
war activities that were very sharply. r_eported in N&L 
always created new solidarity· between movements. This 
spe~ific pamphlet by Cadogan was adve~d by our. 
Mlll4ist-Humanist comrades in Glasgow, Scotland in 
the very issu~ in which Harry McShRne de.'!Cribed the 
mass demonstration there aglliru!t the tise of Holy Loch 
s.s a Polaris submarine base. 

What remains with t'S to this dsy as central . to all 
our principles is the 1963 publication of American Ci­
vilization on Trial, which appeared first as two special 
issues--January IDd February; 1963. This is ao not only 
because it was issued on the lOOth aruriversa:y of the 
Emancipation Proclamation, hut becaUBe it is the only 
pamphlet that is signed by the entire National Editorial 
Board of News & Letters. The ,June-July, 1963 issue 
continued the theme of Amelican Civilization on 
Trial; carrying on the front page a superb photo of a 
qur.rter. of a million .marching in Detroit-where Rev. 
King first gave his "I Have A Dream" speech. 

The ycm- 1252, ha gene;al, foc~d- on the Black Dl .. 
mcnsion, not only in America but internationally. I was 
especially anxious that the internationafum of Merxist· 
Humanism not be limited to my presen~tion ut the 
1959 conference of those who opPQSed both poles of 

· world capital. Thus, iri April, 1963 we reproduced, 
"Why Not a New L,ternational uf Manist-Humanism'/"' 
which had· been presented and published in France by 

· Preaence .Mricslne. 
:Finally, ~he renson ior ~ingling _out- A'"erie:~::::-Ch"ill-
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utlota 011 Trial from an our ~ Ia that it did 
not nl&t• lu a ainP. •••nt. Rather, it c:ovutd th.t ..,. 
tir• blatO'>fY or tblt UJ.i. and .Mwtod ttl. rwvolutloNU)I 
natun Clf ~ Blacll - In mot1on u vanruanL 
Rf.~n 1111'.11 ond ·~ ~ p.1hll!htd tM r~ 

lln<t In NAL and tbtn a.s printed Jl&lllpblttl: Wurkere 
Battle Automation (1960); Freedom Rldcra Speak 
tor TbC111Hlvea (1961); Amerlcu ClvWaaiJon Oil 
Trial (1003); The FnN Speech Movemeol and the 
Ne(I'O Revolution (1966); Sta&e-Capltallam and 
Marx'• Humanlam, or PhUoaophy and RevoluiJon 
(1967)'and Czecboalovalda: Revolution and Count­
or-Revolution (1968). 

In January, 19:i'2 NolL had a special supplement on 
"Mao Tee-Tung, Crom the Beginning of Pown to the 
Sino·Sovict Dispute," which became a new Chapter 
XVII, "The Cluillenge of Mao Tsc-tung," in the second 
edition of Mlll'Xism and Freedom (1964). Besides indi· 
vidual articll'B in N&L, my analyses of Mao Tse-tung 
are nearly innumerable. The one on the "Cultuml Rev· 
olution" was publish2d in the journal, New Politics, 
and then became n new Chepter xvm, entitled, "Cul­
tural Revolution or Maoist Reaction?" in the third 
(Britiah) edition of Marxism and Freodom (1971). 

Since all the voices from below speak eloquently 
enough for themselves and can be heard in these pam­
phlets, there is no reaaon to do a more detailed report 
here. However, there is no way of not singling out how 
the world held its breath in 1962, when, first (March, 
1962), Kennedy' was going in for nuclear spectacul!ll'S 
and I described it in my ''Two Worlds" column as 
"Testing, Blackmailing, Brainwashing''; and then (Octo­
ber, 1962), we faced the confront.ltion between the U.S. 
81ld Rilssia over the placement of misailes in Cuba, 
which our editorial (November, 1962) call~d "Kennedy 
and Khrushchev Bring the World Close to the Point of 
No Return." . 
-Finally, one more event that manifested the serious .. 

ness of News & Letters' relation to objective events in 
the world was the creation of Weekly Political Let­
ters beginning in 1961. Tho first one is our reaction 
agrunst the barbarous U.S. imperiBiist Bay of Pigs inva­
f~Ori-of Cuba~ The very moment the redio announcoo it, 

3, In N&L, Dec.mber, 1966 we had printed this as one of ''Two Views 
of State-Capitalism," publi'lhing, as tho other view, th• Japanese Man· 
ist Ts.dayuhl Truahima's "Stata-Capjtallmn and Secialiat Revolution." -.· . -
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-.... felt the inad"l\l&c:y of havinJ only a monthly Jour· 
naJ to ankul.\ta our view~, to meet the challenge or ob· 
,l4d.lve eventa. Thlo letter written thet very day waa 
marl" •• J'llblk as the ~p:r it;.•lf. It ;;a.; tl-..a llr;,t uC 
what bec.t:na a aeries of Weekly Pol.ltical Letten 
which would continue through some 40 letlels, whether 
I wu in tho country or abroad. 

The 1002 lrip to Africa Willi recorded both in N&L 
end alao analyzed in thell8 !.etters. • Indeed, oven after 
we could not continue them weekly, we continued to 
publish PoUtleai-Philosophic Letters on variou.~ turn· 
ing points in history, in addition to our coverage in 
N&L. That waa true whether these letters concerned 
my trips to Ho~ Kong and Japan; or whether they 
concerned political revolutions like those in the Middle 
&et, in Portugal and in Irllll. 

A new re!Rtioll'!hip, both to prectic6 and to theory, 
both to philosophy and to revolution, as well as be­
tween technolo!Pcally advanced and technologically UD· 
derdeveloped countries, camt> to & climax in May, 1968 
when, at the highest point of the 1960s revolutiollll, the 
revolution "perished." Too many of these revolutions 
had remained unfinished. What needed to be answered 
was: Had the failure to relate a philosophy of revolu­
tion to the actual revolution been 11 fundamental factor 
in the demise of the revolutions themselves? Let's dive, 
dive very deeply into the last two crucial years of the 
1960s, and see. 

1968-69: The Divide Between 
the Philosophy of Marxist- . 
Humanism and the Thinking That 
Thedry Can Be Caught "En Roq,te" 

'l'he fact that the turbulent. 1960s could end in an \111· 

finished revolution, that they could have "perished" 

4. ·Whether it was as pivotal M the ac+..ual Atricnn Revolutions or wheth­
er it was "only'' cultural, the poir.t of the Black Dimension i:t that N&L 
always seriously analyzed ·it and took up anpecta of it at. their very 
birth. It is in that respect that it is important to point out the poe~ 

·Morgan Gibson'a, review of the- very first anthology of Mrican poety 
published in America (Nl:L, JaniW)', 1961), which was followed by hia 
"'view of. An Aliican Tr=•ury edited by Lanpton Hughes. (N&L, 
October, 1961) This book Wll8 by no meana limited t? poet>y, bu: in-

_. eluded (Y.)litical · e.ss&ys -and GJialytical desciipti0il'J or activitie!:;· inclUdL .. .e 
those ur-Afriam-woman such as Phyllis ·Ntantala. In the samo iRsue was 
a poem by Patrice Lumumba "A Morninc ifi the Heort ofAfrica." . 
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just when they reached their highest point in Paris, 
May, 1S68, demaru!s a no-holds-barred confront.tion, 
including a sell-critique or 1968. To be prepsred ror 
such a deep dive into the dialectiC& or revolution-and 
ca=!;-r.:;olutio:J-Obj«tively Is or the e&;ence. This 
aerond look, " deep dive, at what was present in em­
bryo in the turbulence or the early 19608, will prel'BI'e 
WI Cor looking at today'a ongoing youth demonstrations 
deJDliDding divestment in South Africa, which the me· 
dia keepa playing down on the ground that they in no 
way compare to the serious '60 revolts. 

It ia true that not only W!U'e those '60s demon· 
strations more massive; not only were mere voices of 
more. l;l!Jlitical tend!ncies heJifd at the univel'l!itie&­
especially as the movement developed into one against 
U.S. imperialism's Vietnam waz--but, as well, they , 
were willing to listen to a critique from within the ln!ft. 
Thua, I spoke to activi..-ta wit.hin the, Free Speech 
Movement (FSM) on "Man's Debt to Hegel: The The­
ory of Alienation." But, in practice, they gave the the­
ory of alier.ation 80 existentislist a twist and so near­
Communist a bent that they ended up as hardly more 
than hangers-on to the elitist-party ~.ng of the lo'SM. 
Where we insisted t.lw.t t.'tere mu..-t be no division be· 
tween thought-activity and demonstration-activity, they, 
insisted that aL-thity as just acti~ity was all that was 
required, and that philosophy was no Great Divide. Jn. 
deed to them, theory could he caught "en route." 

Now contrast this attitude to how News & Letters 
reflected the year 1968, indeed, how in the very title of , 
our 1S65 pamphlet-The Free Speech Movement 1111d 
the Negro Revolution-we showed' that we',We!'e not 
going to introduce' divisions between the variollll opposi­
tion movemente. Thus thin pamphlet had beth an in· 
person report on Mississippi Freedom Summer. by Eu· 
gene Walker and an article by Mario Savio writing on 
his experience in the F'ree S~ech Movement. We also 
had a report by Joel L Pimslcur from "Inside Sproul · 
Hall" as the police moved in for arrests. And we not 
only reproduced my tslk on Marx's theory of alienation,, 
hut my analysis of the ongoing movement on the cam­
pus and in the Black Dime!iSion. It was that Black Di· 
msnsion which remained central, which 80 many in the 
movement very ' nearly forgot when the pl\lnge wss 
made into 111'1 tmti· Vietnam War movement. 

The first 1968 is8'.1e of N&L. encomp!IS8Ild the move-
. · tnent in Ea.ts--t Europe$ as v_~ell, by advertising the "OJ)en · 
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Letter to the Party" that Jacek Kuron and Karol Mod­
zelewski had written while they sat in a Polish jail. 

Central to 1968 was, nature.lly, May, 1968, Paris. 
Agllin we have an in-person report, anti !I pamp!>Jet W!!!! 
made of Eugene Wallter's report to our national con­
vention. The Perspectives th&t year focused on ''The 
Missing Link-Philosophy vs. Party-Three Decades of 
Intellectual Sloth." 

. Simultaneously with those great student deml\n· 
strationa in 1968, whether at Columbia University .or in 
Paris (about which we !J~:ve full in:person reports), as 
well as with iii! the reports on the Black Revolution, 
whether in . America or Africa, N&L received ·directly 
from Prague a report entitled "Czechoslovakia invad­
ed!" This -August-September special supplement -of 
N&L also had exclusive pictures taken right in the 
midst of the invailion and aent to us directly from 
Czechoslovakia. All of this material would be iesued as 
a full pamphlet with a ·special ·Introduction solidarizitJg 
with the revolution, written by Harry McShane, Chair­
man of the Marxist-Humanist Group in Glasgow, nnd 
myself for News & Letters Committees in the U.S. Our 
editorial statement was entitled, "All EyP.s on Czecho­
slovakia, All Hands Off!" 

Through 1968-69, N&L was filled with reports of anti­
Vietnam War activities nationally and mtemationally. 
Thus, the November, 1969 isBue had a front page arti­
cle, "Stop the War Now,"· written by Peter Mallory, de- . 
scribing the anti-war rally of 25,000 at Kennedy Square 
in Detroit. That thi• focus on anti-war did not mean 
that We didn't reach for totality can be seen in that 
eame issue which features a report: "Women won't wait 
until after the revolution." · · 

Or return to the April, 1968 issue where, in reporting 
all these diverse activities, we express the following: 
"The uniqueness· of the sixties mea.'IS hbtoric responsi-

- biiity." ~ ~ 

·Finally, in tlmt year of 1968, which we considered to 
be a climax, we issued a call for a Black/Red Confer­
ence (N&JJ, December, 1968) of Blacks and radiccl 
whites. Present, as well, was Yos.'rimasa Yukiyama, 
translator of the Japanesa edition of Marmsm and 
Freedom. It wP.s the first conference we heid !n which 
there. were more in attendance who were non-Marxist­
Humanists than who were. The welcome was extended 
by Charles Denby. I gave a·. talk on what I CD.Ued . '.'a . 
forthcoining book,'' Philosophy aud Revolution, spe-
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cifically its third section, "Economic Reality and the 
Dialectics of Liberation." The discussion lasted six 
hours. It produced a new "Black/Red" column for the 
papr.r,anthnr~dJJy._lQ}1_nA1!l.l1,_ .. ···--· ...... , .. _,,_ 

This conference was followed by a call for a Women's 
Liberation Conference. Not altogether by . accident it 
was the youth page of N&L which had a report of the 
United Front Agairaat- Fasci.~u Conference _under the 
headline, "Women Face United Front." The msle chau­
vinism of that· conference was also scored by our ~front 
page cartoon, which attacked . male chauvinism of the 
Left as well as of the establishment. In the following is· 
sue (October), the in-person report of the women'& op· 
position to the beauty pageant in Atlantic City Wllil also 
ca."l'iE-d on the youth page .. That i&:."Uo adverf~d,_ as 
well, a youth bulletm, "American Youth RE>volt: 1960· 
69" by Eugene \VAlker. · 

The Women's Liberation Conference resulted in the 
following decisions: 1. To have a special Women's Lib·· 
eration page with a colurnn on "Woman ss F.eason as 
well as' Force." 2. Women, who wanted to stress their 
autonomy and to express what Ma:tXfut:Humanism 
means to. the women•s n10vement,. decided to issue· their 
own statement . .It was drafted primarily by Molly Jack-
son. . 

Those turbulent 1960s so overwhelmed the youth, in· 
eluding some of the Marxist-Humanist youth, that they 
refused to face the reality of the greatness of the defeat 
of 1968-the t~agic reality that 1969 was not a continu­
ation of the 1968 revolutions. It is this which made it 
necessary to embark upon preS<lnting the totality of 
Marxist-Humanist philosophy which is insepp.rable from. 

.a self-critique, all of which· becomes integral to "The 
Dialectics of Revolution." 

The October, 1969 N&L · advertised my pamphlet, 
"The Newness. of Our Historic-Philosophic Conttib·-

· utiol)."- It WtlB ·a -critique directed against t..ltose who 
thought 1M!! was a continuation of the 1968 revolution 
and had taken as their ground Herbert M;ucuse's • 
"Note on the Dialectic," which appeared in the 1960 
edition of his 1941 work, Reason and Revolution. The 
"Note". had a ~iewp()int totally opposite to his original 
\'iew. of the . dialectic. I had connected . thia chenge in 
Marcuse t.o my anslysis of "Intelle;:tuala in the Age of 
State-Capitalism." (N&L, June-July and Aug.-Sept., 
1001) •. . ... - .... . .. 

· Put e.nother way, the Dialectics of Revolution created 
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not oniy the ground,· but the indispensability, for ~ov·. 
ins on from the projecled .wort; i'hiloaephy and &Y· 
olutlon, to ita nctud completion aa Phllo110pby; and 
Kllvolutlon, from Hegel to Sartre and from MSrx , .. 
to Meo (1973). 
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II. The 1970s 

Because the visage of Hitler is by no means limited .in 
........ ...... ~t •. ;.;...,. ~ ..... . r.f nJ..anln ... :•a tn onuan.o:. a ......... h .... ;,I, .. Q ... :,~,.t.. .......... · ...................... .,- .................................. ......... tt ... -r- ... ~ ................. _ .... . 
Africa's undeclared civil war against· the Black majol'ity-~ 
population, but as well stamps our world. including the 
rulers of the USA headed by Reagan, it is important to 
see that a 30-year Retrospective is' ma~e iru;epnrable · 
from. Perspectives. It iq in this context that we tum to 
Part II. . 

To a certain extent; we are critical of Part l of this 
Retrospective (July, 1985 N&L), becau•e it was very 
nearly limited only to what appeared in N&L. · News & 
Letters did not have space t.o. disclose the proceae of 
developm€nt of the philosophic dhnensiOn which· Du­
nayevsknya had developed, especially in letters to mem­
bers end non-members.1 Pur pap~r reach~d thousa.'lds, 
while these letters, whether mimeographed or not, could 
not. 

As I wrote. in my Letters on the Absolute Idea, May 
12 and 20, 1953, the relationship of theory to practice 
was not just a mystical expression. It reflected the fact 
that both the development of theory and the movement 

· from practice demanded an altogether new 1·elationship 
of theory to practice. Their unity wa.q called the· Abso· 
lute Idea. This, I held, needed to be worked out for our 
post-World War II age, to which it was most relevant. 

THIS NEW ILLUMINATION of the dialectic, which· 
included b()th the historic actions and the new ques­
tions they posed, an well as the philosophic break­
through we made, found its response in the creation of 
a new typa of wor!ters' paper, which listed the four rev­
olutionary forces--labor, Black, women, youth-as Rea­
son. In our Marxist-Huriumist paper, News & Lettllrs, 
this was practiced in a unique combination of worker 
and intellectual, with a Black pr,oduction worker, 
Ciuuie~:~ Denby, as editor, and with Raya Dunayevskaya, 
as Chairwoman of the National Editorial Board, as· 
signed to complete the study she had been working on 
once she had designated the new stage of capitalism as 

t. ~The Marxi.!lt·Hume.nist Archives, pp. 1797-1612. Marxift.·H•Jmnnist 
Archives. pp. 4289-4337 contains the letters on tht: ptoces.' of phUQ,fiophic 
devtlopment~ 1967-73. Indeed the philosophic b«-akthrough in Dunayev· 
slutva's Letters on the Absolut1: Idea came si:; weeks before the F.ast 
Ge~ uprising of June 17, 1953. 
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. state-capitalism. The projection of its absolute opposite, 
completed in 1957-58 in book f!lrm, was called Marxism 
ru::!d Freedom. 2 · · · · 

. THE CHALI.,ENGE OF MAO 
. ··-· ,. ... ,;. -~-." . . . _·In .. the --se~~~d "~dition of Marxl~m .•- and. F'reedoni 

(1964), a special chapter, "The Challenge of Mao Tse­
tung,''. was added, the last section of which was called 
"In ~!ace of a· Conclusion." T"nis chapter appeared first·· 
as a special supplement .in Newo & Letters, January 
1962. ' . 

"The odd mixtura of Mao's opportunism ancl adventu­
rism, the ordinary imperialist power struggle (both with­

. in the Communist world and outside, SB in the conquest 
of Tibet, intrusions intO Indian territory, and cov~toUll 
glances cast from Burma 'to Vietnam, and from Nepai 
to l,s;os) ·cannot be separated from the struggle for the 
minda of men, It l~ here that the irresponsible abuae of 

· Marxist language-on the question of 'revolutions with­
cu~ · pause' proceeding· in a straight line from State 

- ~- Plans to 'Corrummh;m'-makes it imperative to show 
the blind alley into which the dialectic of Mao's thought 
hill! led and from which it 1nay catapult the world into 
a nuc!ear holocaust." (from Mfi.Plsm and Frne~om, 
"The Challenge of Mao Tse-tung.") 

The 1960s, which are rightly knoWn as the turbulent 
1960s because of all the near-revolts and emergence of 
new revolutionary forces, also recorded dialogues, publi· 
cations, conferences, that were inspired by the East Eu­
ropean Revolts of the 1.950s, on "socialism with a hu­
man face." Thu8 Dr. Erich Fromm edited an interna­
tional symposium Socialist Humanism in which my 
essay "Mnrx's Humanism Today" made it clear that 
Marx's "new Humunism" characterized not only the 
early M&rx but the whole of his greatest theoretical 
work, Capital, and that it waB most relevant fc.r our 
age with its myriad crises. .. 
A~ wa oa.w in Pcut i,· We reCorrled all the 1960s voices 

as they articulated their own experienr.es and thought . 
Many_ of the pamphlets thus produced were tirst printed 

2. It no ooonor wu off the pl"eM (1953) llw1 Dunayenkaya boron talk· 
ing about what ahe then cal!t"d a "roroUary" to dig deeper and to further 
nplain th'! breakthrough on the Ab&>lute Idea and di'ICiest- Itt ramifica­
tion• in actual evtntA_ of the day, t>pecifical!y ita 1-elationah:p to the un­
ColdJnB coloniol revolutio'l. (S.. December 1960, J1111uary 1961 lett<!r~~ to 
lllci!ert Man:uae. 1\larxilt-Hu:nan!at Arehivoa pp. (316.) 

: 
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in whole or in p!llt in News & Letteru. In the '60s 
clesses wero being conducted in the major'worka of He· . 
gel-Phenomenology of flaind, Schm.ca of Logic;, Ency­
clopedia of Philosophical Sciencea.-Vol. I, The Logic 
and Vol. III Philosophy of Mino.;...through my Dlalec~ 
tics of Liberation which .conteimid 8IUIIIIl3lil!ll_ of _theoe _ 
works as well 1111 "Lecture Notes: Lenin on Hegel's Sci-
ence of Logic." · · · · 

By 1970, still newer doors opened for Marlist-Human­
is:rri. It _waa the .. lOOth annivers..!l....,...J of L-erJn's bh ... Jt and 
the 200th of Hegel's. In apring of that year Telos pub­
lished Dunnyevskaya's el!88y on "Lenin's Philoaophic 
Ambivalence." The Yugoslav journal Praxle published 
the chapter as did the Italian journal Aut Aut. 

1974 saw the august body of the Hegel Sodety of 
America inviting · Rays Dunaycvskaya to read a pape: 
on Hegel's Absoluta __ ldea·. ss New BegirmW..g e.t its bien .. 
nial conference. • 

Our participation in mass activities-anti-Vietnam 
War, Black Revolution, Youth-was most promineilt. 
Newo & Letters recorded all these activities iJ:l the 
1970s. 

Aa· well, we kept up an ·unabatad attack on Nixon's 
counter-revolution. The ,Tune-July, 1970 issue reported 
on "Nixon's Wars at Home Eilld Abroad," stressing the 
intensification of the attack!! against the youth and the 
lllliSSli.cre of the students at Kent Stat~. We were the 
only ones to draw a parallel between that conflict and 
the assault on the Black women's dormitory at Jackson 
State ten days later. 

IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE in 1970, John Alan in 
his Black/Red column had reproduced Langston 
Hughes' poem "The Negro speaiw of rivers ... " accom­
panied 'by a· picture .and a column on BL,ck culture 
which stTessed that it was with labor in the 19309, and 
net vnth the intellectual elite of the Harlem Renais· 
sance in the 1920s, that cUlture began to speak of the 
m!IS!les. 

Just as· the Black/Red Conf3r~n~e had re@ulted in a 
column of the same nllflle in News & Letters, 50 wom­
en's liberatior.ists in News and Letters Committees. be­
gan editing a apecial page of N&L and a column called 
first "Force and Reason" and later "Woman as REa­
son."• 
3. Ste Art and J.oife ht Hegel'• Philoeopby, Humaniti~ Preas: N~w 
Jersey, 1980. - W Ar ., 
-4. See April 1971 N&.L for ezcerpta from t}}eir "Who e e alate· 
menL 
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..... The' center of all .world events in 197i had become a 
tote.lly new stage for the ruling ciG.SSes with Nixon's trip 
to Peking.• . . . . . .·. · ... · . · 

The whole question of ·whether a new world. ·axis 
among rlllers was being attempted, was discussed, just 
as .. at the other end of the world, specifically Poland, we. 
eo -' • -• -- •• •••• .,. ' . • · L ' ~ mscussea tne posslOl!Ity m a new stage ue:mg :repres~~"-
ed by the uprising which had been reported in g~·eat de­
tail in the February 1971 N&L. Put .differently; even be­
fore the new revolutions in the late 1970s, the early '70a 
were run· of rebellions, whether vie speak of Poland or 
Irela.'ld.• · 

In. early· 1972 wa saw the birth of the new stnte of 
Bangla.desh. Our Janum'Y -1972 issue carried a picture of · · 

. Mukti Ba.'Uni, freedom fighters of Bangladesh, fighting 
with ancient and m!ldem weapons. The ad we ran· for 

. the Activist" at that time-the student publication at 
. Oberlin College, for which Reya Dunayevskaya became 
an adviser-reflected our continued activity . in the 
youth movement at home. 

DEVELOl'l'IIENT OF PHILOSOPHIC 
DIMENSION 

Clearly,- far from being an acadomic question;, Marx'g 
philosophy of revolution became the burnL'Ig question of 
the rcvolutiona of the 1970s. We were laboring under 
the whip of Nixon's counter~r~volution-from hill wa:r 
on Vietnam to his attacks on the anti-Vietnam War 

·youth at home-and st the same time we were witness­
ing new types of revolutions-from MoUlmbique and 
Angola to Portugal and from Iran to Nicaragua. In 1972, 
the Draft Perspectives, excerpts of which were pub­
lished in the Aug.-Sept. isSue of ~ews & Letters, WI!S 

called "Ways to Combat 'Pax.Americana" and uummed 
up the anti-Vietnam and anti-racism articles ~md activi­
ties. 

At the same time we saw an old force become a new 
force, as the Native Aniericaru occupied Wounded Knee · 
and Shainape, Shcapwe became. our Native American 

5. See the front. pa!~-... ~kle "Nixon to Peking," by Raya Dunayevak&ya. 
iD the NAL of Aur.-Bept. 1971: 'l'h• tr.alyaea of thia nent continued iD 
19'72, (leo "And China Makes Throe" iD Jan1!")', 19'72 N&L) and bo­
camo .,...cill within the Mao cbapW iD I'!lllocopby and Revolution. 

6.. See page 1. Aug.-Sept. 19il NaL on "'The Civil War in Northern U.. 
land," deamb!d from Norlhom Ireland b~ Harey McShane. 
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colurriilist. • 
The world counter-revolution's triumph at that mo-' 

ment was the overthrow of the Allende government. by 
Piiiochet·iii C"hiie, which the U.S. helpiid to asaiire: Oiir 
editoria.i in the October. issue-::."Counter-Revoiution in 
Chile: the End of Illusion"--called for a deiense of the 
Chilean m~~c'ISes by showing our opposition_ to American 
imperiali.qm, At the same time, with the publication of 
Philosophy and Revolution, from Hegel to Sartre 
and from Marx to Mao (1973), the.unityof philosophy 
and revolution was further developed in the journalism 
of the pnper as wei! as in pamphlets. In creating in 
Philosophy and Revolution the category of "Absolute 
Idea as New Beginning," we saw all the new worldwide 
forces of revolution as Reason, frori1 E~~c<t Europe to Af-
rica. . 

'I'o have darad to venture onto the untrodden paths 
. of "Absolute Idea a,q New Beginning" had taken a 
whole decade of digging into the Hegelian di!llectic and 
of listening to the new voices of the turbulent 1960s and 
eady, 1970s. That record can also be traced in the ·battle 
of ideas with great Marxists, dead and alive, from Lu; 
kscs to !'.1nrcuse, ·from Adorno to Rustlolsky.1 The philo.: 
sophie dimension became increasingly inseparable from 
nnalyaiS of current events. The lend on "Endless Crises 
Throughout the World Shew Need for New Human 
Relations," by Eugene Walker, had as its overline "Phil­
osophy and Revolution." (News & Letters, . October 
1973). ThiS philosophic dimension was reflected,also h: 
the Headers' Views-both for and against the contem­
poraneity with which we treated "Why Hegel? Why 
Now?" .,\. 

The relationship of philosophy, whether tn labor or to 
civil rights, was dealt with by our editor, Charles Den­
by, in his "Worker's ,Journal" column in Aug.-Sept. 

,1973, which was titled, "Civil Rights impusse iS in phil: 
· osophy." Denby v.irote: ".Rev. King did try to bring in a 

humanist philos<'phy. It was nnt Marx's Humanism, but 
it was total. He uaed the saying of the great Jewish 
philosopher, Martin Buber, in atL<wering those clergy­
men who were critical of him in Birmingham, Alabama, 
when he said that everything depended on knowing that 

7. See the following i.-mnes of News & Letters: "Luke.es'.Philosophic Di· 
mensicn," February 1973 ·and March 1&73; on Marcuse, "Int.:!llectuals in 
the A~ of State·Capitafum,", June-July, 1961 and AugAl<pt. 1961; "Dia­
lf'ctics of _l..i~ration• Heg@_l And ArlnrnQ," Dc:t~mbe! J974: :"H.O!duhky'~ 
Methodology and Lange's Hevisionism" Jan.·Feb. 1978. See a!so "Her· 
bert Marcuae, In Memoriam," Aug.-Sept. 1S79. 
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human relations are I"thou,; not.- I-it.!' .. _,. ---
. · IN DECEMBER, 1973 we carried a full-page report 
of the special- Convention of News and Letters Commit· 
tees that had .been. called to amend the. cnn•~it\!~im:U!L · --- ,., _ ·''"''''~;,~~-+"="""'';,;,<-"~c#¥-1 
include Philosophy and Revolution along wit.lt:!'!!ll.":· 
ism and Freedom as our theoretical foundatior.s. With 
these philosophic/objective developments, the Black.Di· 
mension, -as- it w.e..C! expressed in Ne15,;turl~--in- the 194<ffi. 
and. '50s and as it was critiqued- by Black revolutionar· 
ies·in the 197Cs·after a few African administrative Intel­
lectuals gained power, was stres:;ed by us in News & 
Letters in June, 1974 whenwe reprinted the great Hai­
tian poet Rene Depestre's sharp critique of Negritude at. 
the Tri-Continental Congress. Ourheadline read, "Neg· 

_ ritude- as Revo!Utinn and Ccunter-Revolut!on.'~·-· 

STRUCTURAL ECONO~HC CRISIS 

The. deepest ever structural economic crisis, 1974· 75, 
tlict devel0pcd on a global scale, naturally took center 
siage everywhere. That 1974-75 crisis, among other ram­
ifications, made it clear that the en-ergy- cri~is · of the 
previous year Was by no meiins due only to the Arab-Is­
raeli War. It came out of the innards of so·called pri· 
'late capitalism in the United States. The ,January issue 
of N&L in 1975 was a special 12-page paper with a lead 
on the world recession by Raya Dunnyevskaya.• 

News & Letters analyzed crises as they were ,develop­
ing, and related them not only to then· deepest source­
capitalism-but to th~ manr:er in which so-called Marx· 
ists analy1~d it. in purely economist terms. In 1976 Du· 
nayevskayn wrote a Political-Philosophic Letter, "To­
day's Global Crisis, Marx's Capital and the Marxist Ep· 
igones Who Try to Truncate it and the Underntanding 
of Today's Crises". The _Letter's analysis of the '74-'75 
crisis includecl a critique of Ernest. Mandel'~ ambivalent 
analysis of that crisi~~ with an attack· on his perverse 
distortion of Marx's phrase "freely associated labor" as 
if Russia were that. This wns the basis for the Introduc­
tion for a booklet, Marx's Capital and Today"s Global 
Crisis which had as it.~ centerpiece the four chapters on 
Marx's Capital from Marxism and Freedom; a preface 

a. l;;ee al'\0 "1'he Worldwide Energy Cri.W a;1d th~ M~rch.a.nt.a of Death," 
hy Peter Mullory, March 1975 Nat., u weli as L'>e A~ril 1g71 N.lL lead 

:' ~Y -~~d.r .. P~iJli~._t!n_~d~. "U.S. Eron01n!~_ l;!'k~-~~~!!! e.a Ur.!mp!ay .... 
· ·- rllenL SwellS." 
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by Hany McShami of Great Briblin ~_nd An. appendix ti· · 
tied, "Tony ·Cliff Reduces Lenin's. Theory to 'Uncanny 
Intuition.' "9 . 

·AS AGAINST THOSE who thought themselves au .. · . c,.;"~~"tJd:'"~"}~;t~Ryq~~~ · · ·courimt by ''runelldini!" Marx's Cc.pitcl tliroughwkof ·· . 
monopoly, oligopoly and anything ~Jse they could devise·. 
tO avoid the truly new but capitalistic statification of 
-produc_tion, state-cnpita]igm, our ·origi.'la! · !.nely::d3 ·of 
Capit.al had shown it to be no mere "economic" work. 

By the mid·1970e, fund&inental relationships to dialec-. · 
tics as well as to new living rsvolutionary forces -
women's liberation, Black, youth - dernarided reexami~ 

'nation. and actual COlUrontation. At one and the same 
time we were, as we saw, witness to 1) the 1974· 75 cco­
nomi~ crisis which showed that even indenendent Mar·x· 
jsts, i.e. those accepting or !enning towarda the theory 
of atate-capitalis.!n were using Ma!'X's Capital ss "mere 
economics" and 2) · critiques oi the publication of PhU· 
osophy and Revolution by all these "indapendent 
Marxi!.'ts" revealing the persistence of a return to the 
"orthodoxy" of. the Second International and its anti· 
Hegelianism. (Se~ "Why Hegel?· Why Now? - a cri­
tique" by P.B .. in Aug.-Sept.. 1975 N&L an;! Raya Du­
nayevskaya's BIISVIer in November, 1975 N&L.) 

This convinced Marxist-Humanists of the need for 
full articulation of our politics and activities not only in 
books,'. in pamphlets, in our Perspectives The~is, but 
right within the pages of News & Letters. Thus, for 
the 6.rot time the full Draft Perspectives, entitled 
"Where Do We Go lo"rom Here?", was published in the 
Aug.-Sept. 1975 N&L. The third section of that Perspec­
tives was entitled ""What Form of Movement,. Organiza. 
tion and Philosophy: The Party? The Dialectic? Com· 
mittees?" The publicati:m of D.-aft Perspectives within 
our newspaper each year has rcmRined a principle with 
WI ever since. 
B~ _ tbP. mid·H~70'Q tnn;,1aft'toa"'., .. 1 ...... l .... ;ftru;\...ips tG dia-

Iectfce. ~ well ~ t~ ~~:;..livJ;g;.e~"otutlon~ force..~ 
women's liberation, Black, youth-iiemnnded reexanrina­
tion alld actual confrontation. At :me 1md the same 
time we were, as we !IIIW, witness to 1) the 1974-75 eco-
nomic cr'.sis whichshowed that even independent Marx­
ists, i.e. those ncct;-tir.g or l~.aning towards the theory 
of state-capitalmm. were l!J!ing · Marx'o Capital as "mere 
economics," and 2) critiques of the publication of Phil-

s.. ""'" 17 If. 
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oaophy !lt~d. Revolution by ell . the!!e . "independent 
Mnrxists'.' revealing the. persistence of a return to the 
"ortl1odoxy'' of the Second International and its anti-

llegelianism,•• .. ··. • . .. • . •. ·. "·· · ..• "·• .•. ·: ····"·· • ··'·"·. 
· ·· ., All ·Of·. theee, ·eVimta ImidE; :it· imnerative -·to !'~,~:~mi'f!e 
Marxism, or rather the narrow economic viewpoint of 
post-Men Marxism .. The reference here is not to the 
<mtright betreyal. of the S~ond !ntemstioru!l .. F.ather, 
the point at bme is the failu:c of post-Marx Marxism 
to measure up to Marx's phil0sophy of revolution,. The 
trllllECription snd publication of Man's Ethnological 
Noteboolls made thiS cryBtal clear. . 

These Ethnological Notebooks clarified what Men 
had projected 8il far back as .his 1857-58 Grundrlc~~e,11 . 
where he amplified the Hegeiian principle of "abaolute . 
movement of becoming." Marx had Jecreatcd thi.~ as a 
totully new view <>f human development throughout his· 
tory, a view that included his a;;e end foreshadows ours. 
The new field of anthropology in the 1870:.1 helped him 
to eonm-efue the "absolute movement of becoming" as · 
his oWn multilinear view of human development. Not 
· :>nly did that distinguish Marx's muliilinearism from 
Engels' _.uniline~,.;.sm, but it cast a' new light· on· his· 
greatest theoretical woJk, Capital12, making points that 
may have appeared only implicit, explicit. · 

All we wrote in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liber­
ation and Marx's Philosaphy of Revolution: "Sa 
deep ware his concepts of a philosophy · of revolution 
and its. live forces that he even disagreed with those 
who int.lrprt!ted his 'Historical Tendency of Capitalist 
Accumulation' as if it were a univel'SIIl. In his critioue 
of Mihailovsky, M= insisted thaf his analysis wa8 a 
generalization only of thol development of capitalism in 
Western Europe, and that Russia had 'the best chance 

. hiatory has ever offered to a people' to avoid that same 
dis&.stroua consequence." (p, 1921 . .. ~ 

TO MAKE CLEAR tluit there absolutely could be no 
misinterpretation, he repeated this projection of the 
poEirlbility of "backward" Ee!tem countries having a 
10.8ee '"Why Hegel? Why Now?-a c.'itique" by P.B. in Aug.-Sept 1975 
N4L and R&ya Dunayevakaya'a answer in November, 1975 N&L. 

. 11. See espea,._l]y tho '"Two Wo:Jds" culumn. 11New lntr.Kluction dist.Otta _ 
Man't.GNndriue." Novemba-,1973. 

12. N9W11 1: Lettero baa had many commentari .. on CaplW. s .. eape- . 
cblly . Kevin A. Barry's ·essay article. ~e _French ffijtion of _C!!rlHI1; 
tOO years aft.tf," October; 1981 NAL. · ·-
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revolution fust (which turned into fact' in i917) in the 
special introduction of the Russian translation of the · 
CommUllist Me .. lteeto. That wsa 1832! . , .. · 

In 1976 Steve Biko had declared the affinity of hii! · 
Bla.:;k- Cuugd_ounn~HB ivi'lvement· to·;: F"l'RritZ: FiniOR'S 
Wretchro of tiic EMili, as well as to American BlAck 
thought. The next year he was savagely murdered in· a 
South African jail. In the November 1977 N&:L _we car­
ried hia wordB as our lead, "Steve Iliko Speaks for Hirll­
self.n . 

. DENBY'S 'INDIGNANT HEAR'r-

The highpoirit of all the new stress on 'the pivotal 
question of philosophy and revolution was reached in 
1978· by Charles Denby, bOth. in· his introductiOri- ro . 
Frantz Fanon, Soweto and _America Black 
Thought and the concrete summation of his· own 25 . 
yelll"!l development since ·becoming editor . of News &: 
Letter~~, in part II · of Indigns.nt Heart: A Black 
Worker's Journal. It was published that year by 
South End .Press, Boston, and in 1979 in Great 
Britian by Pluto .. Press. A Gennan edition entitled Im 
"IWich!ten T .c~n'd der Welt, !In the Richest Couutiy in 
the World) was published l)y Rotbuch Verlag in 1981. 

At the same time that the world was living through 
the global, structural, economic crisis, a:~d we were 
making new discoveries about Marx's final decade, there 
were new kinda of revolutions being sparked by the Af. 
rican Revolutions in Mozambique and Angola-the most 
important of which was the one in Portugal in 1974. 
Some Marxists had raised a totsJly new question-­
apartidarismo (non-pa.-tyimn) which Raya Dllnayev­
skaya wrote on both in a lead article and a Political­
Philosophic-Letter. It became a subject for the book. 
that was then in progress, Rosa Luxemburg, Wom­
en's Liber&tion and Man's Philosophy of Revolu· 
iione · · · · - . 

. THE FULL DEVELOPMENT of Marx's "new mo­
ments" began .-...ith the emphasis on the Ethnological 
Notebooks where Marx had commented on the revolu­
tionary stature of women arnong the Iroquois, and the 
Irish before British L'IlpP.riallsm. This clarified the fact 
that from the very lhlginning of Marx's discovery of a 

. new . continent of thought, in those now famous Eco­
. nomic-Philosophic Manuscripi:l! of 1844, when he WllB 

__ Ain.gling out t..l;.s _ prol~ta.riat as -the revolutiUnu.ry ·force 
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that wcmld overthrow canitrumm, he had as well devel-
oped the Msn/Woman.reiationahip. · 

At the IJS.lUe time, Marx's new moments from his last 
decade. demor.strated the distance between those Note­
books and the. very first work Engels published ilitm--
Marx'o death, Origin of the Family, Private Propolr- ., 
ty and the State. Far from this work being a "00-
quest"- from Marx. as Engels claimed, it· instead ex­
pre;;sed a . unilineill" concept of human development aa 
ag8.ir.st Man's rnultilir.ear concept. · 

Because,- in om age, Women'o Liberation hae moved 
from an Idea whose time hllll come to a movement, the · 
different view of Marx and F.ngels has become a burn­
ing queetlon. Indeed, Dunayevskeya originally colll!id­
cred her an!llys!a of the difference to bo chapter one of 
what was to breome Rosa Luxemburg, Women's :Ub­
ers.tion and Marx's Philosophy of R;ivolutioii.. 
Newe & Letters, January 1979, in. a bold blue overline . 
called attention to the draft chapter published withln, 
"Relation of- Philosophy cmd Revolution to Women's 
Liberation: Marx's and Engels' Studies Contras>..ed." .. 

'l'wo other draft chapters of the new book we~e also 
published in the pages of N&L. At the same time that 
those sepcrate chaptern were being developed into book 
form, News & Letter11 began publillhing. a brief history 
of Marxist-Humanism entitled, 25 Years of Marxi&t­
Humanism In the U.S.-A ffistory of Worldwide 
Revolutionary Developments, which was then iasu~ 
es a pamphlet. The pa.-nphlet presents a lillting of the 
original eight chapters envisioned for Rosa Luxem­
burg, Women's Liberation and Miu-x'a Philonophy 
of Revolution and can he contrasted wit.h the twelve-
ch~pt~r. _w/.ir~ !n .• hliAh~rl. _ 

DURING T'n:E PERIOD of writing this oook the Ira­
nian Revolution wes unfolding. In the Dec~mber 1978 
issue of N&L, Olga Domanski wrote the front page arti­
cle on "Iranian Masses l>'ight Military Rule, Demand 
Removal of Shah, U.S. Imperialism,'' with an overline 
designating those masses as workers, peasants, women 
·and youih; In the following issue, (the one which print­
ed theDraft Chapter on Marx and Engels Contraated), 
Charles Denby decided. to publillh a letter Raya. Dunay-

··· -eVskaya·hild-written-him-on· Nov.--13, 1978 on the rela' · 
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· tionship of the 1!106-11 R~volutioi1in Iran to_ the_ pres- .­
ent moment. The he_adline . read, "Iran's revoluti:m_ary 

-pnst-:.and preaer.t." · . · · · 

New relations not only on theoretical questions but 

~'f~~~~:;it~~~,~-~~;t:'·;:•' ___ :_on practical and_organizati~nulones :were _workAd out as 
,: - pllrt of oiir -Marost:Hii"manist analysis- liB the Iranian 

revolution waa developing. hi December, 1979 the front 
page featured a Two Worlds column on "Grave Contra­
di~tinri.R in th~ !ranii.y} ·Revolution.'' !r~ian revolUtiun- -_. 
ary exiles began translating our writings into Farsi;:• • 

-.: 

·-

!o'or o;ir age; the Ethnological Notebooks; not· only 
as the great innovative document it W8ll, but al.~o as it 
illuminated the ·whole_ last decade of Marx's life, created· 
a new vantage·- point to comprehend -the whole ' of 
Marx's Marxism. For Marxist-Humanism it compelled 
the {~r~~.tion of the category of.~'post.-Ma'rx Mm·~nl" ~--· 
a.• a· pejorative, beginning with Engels. It is why we felt 
that the 1880s had created a trail to the 1980s-and 
then developed thai in Rosa Luxemb'IU"g, Women's · 
Libe.ratiori and Marx's Philosophy ofRevollttion. · · 

Mlll'x's philosophy of revolution, Marx's Marxism as 
· a totality, was 'presented in the third part of the book: 

"Karl Marx-From Critic of Hegel to Author of Capital 
and Th~orist _of. 'Revolutio'l in Pen-nanence'." Thin 
unique feature was related not only to the newnesa of 
the Women's Liberation Movement, but penneated all 
four forces of re\·o!uticn-Lsbor, Black, Youth as well 
as Women. 'All were singled. out as Reas~n of revolution. 
It is this which will be fully developed when we come 
to the 1980s. 

13. Before Rosa l..uiembuig;Women'• UberaUon and Man'o PAJJ. 
osopby nr Revolution waa off the press. Iranian elilea we:e introduc­
ing trantdations lnto Fani "!'ith dine~ refQUncea to the iranian 
!Uv~luti.:~n.: &-e ah.o .. Eyewitnesa &por'..: Revolution and oounter·revo-. 
lution ir.· !ran" by Andbr, June 1979 NM, ahd "l'diddle Eaat women: 
liberation, and IIOcial revohtion" by Ned. ~d_. _Junv 1981 .I':'AL. 
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Ill. The 1980s 
- . 

' .. 
Dunayevskaya introdl\cing her latest work Wom· 
en's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution at a 
book party in Chicago · 

Nineteen-eighty, the opening year of a new decade, 
signaled a new development of Marxist-Humanism, 
not merely chronologically,. but because- w; were 
th.-owing the gauntlet down to all poat-Marx Marxists, 
beginning with Marx's closest colb.borator, Frederick 
Engels. The conclusion of the Retrospective article on 
the 1970s, in pointing to 1980 · as "the year of the 
book," did not mea..."' it only as a ref~renec to the_ book 
in process, Rosa Luxcmbnrg, Women's Liberation 
and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution. Rather, it re· 
ferred to the actuality of the 1980s-to-be 8il thP dec· 
ade of two absolute opposites-:-on the one harid. new 
types of revolts the world over, and on t.he other, the 
thr<>..sh<>ld of the Reagan retrogreasion at home and 

--outright counter-revolutionary actions abroad, from El 
Salvador and Nicarngua to propping up apartheid 

_South Africa. New rev()h;ticna."Y oppoaitioM co;~tlnued .. __ ..... _ 
liOth ·against U.S. imperialist tentaclea and Russian 
state-capitalist counter-revolution from Pollmd to Af. 
glumistan. . 
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The new revolutionary struggles of the 1970s that 
inciuded women's liberation that had become a- Move- -
ment, and not just an idea whose time had come, hap; 
pened in the period when Marx's Ethnological Note-

··. ~~~ lwd finally- tec::r1· tnrnscribed. iviB.rx~a iaSt .. NOte: ·:.:. _. 
books revt~aled his · •fnew moments" and- C&st a· new 
illuminaLion on Marx's Marxism as a totslity, and 
thus disclosed sharp differences between Marx and 
Engels. . -- - --

The manner in which News & Letters as paper !Uld 
~~~ organiza~ion-News· !Uld J.etters Committee~ 
grappled with this fact, while being active in all the -
new revolutionary_ struggles, will reveal the ways 
in which the relationship between ·revolutionary 
journolism and the dialectic philosophy are project­
erl by r.I~at-Humanitiis. 

It would take the better part of a decade before .we 
completed- the new study, Rosa Luxemburg, Wom­
en'& LlooraUon and Marx's Phil11sophy of Revolu­
tion. We thought we· could do so by 1982, in ·cele- -
bration of the Marx cent~nary the following y~ar. But 
we did not separate from the public the process of 
writing and rewriting till that day. As we saw, the 
Jnnuary-February, 1979 issue published our first anal­
ysis of the difference between Marx and Engels. This 
first draft chapter . was called "The Relationship of 
Philosophy and Revolution to Women's Lib~ration: 
Marx's and Engels' Studies Contrasted." It was to be­
come the ground of what would be chapter 12 of the 
new book. , 

Ever since the mid-1970s, when the serious structur­
al world economic crisis erupted, News & Letters was 
printing my analyOO&. By 1978 this resulted in a new . 
pamphlet, Man's Captial and Today's Global Crisis, 
whose Introduction was titled, "Today's Epigones 
\Vho Tr.; to Truncate·rvttli'X's Capitai." 

News·& Letters does not-publish what the old mdi-­
cals call "internal Bulletins." Eve::ything we .publish, 
even in mimeograph form, is available to the public. 
Especially important is what we call Political-Philo­
sophic Letters which we had originally begun as 
Weekly Politir.al Letters prer.isely because we felt frus. 
trated in having only a monthly newspaper. The first 
of these letter wos one we had felt compelled to iasue 
in order to attack the U.S. imperialist invasion of 
Cuba in 19&1. 

The. revolutic!".!l.j."~Stl"'.lggl~ h&-lian iu-1978 had ex .. 

- ' ' 
~44- 11494 

'" . i. 

' ' 

\-

-:· ... 



J 

' "j. 

' '~ 

cited me both as an ongoing revolution and. because it 
brought so vividly to mind the 1905 Russian Revolu· 
tion· when. its:~ iutematioita1:_. ~rB.In!ffCAtio!'.a --~!'l.!~ted i::.-. 
Iran· il{l906, lasting till 1911. I !L"St detlliled this in 
my Political-Philosophic Letter of Nov .. 13, 1978, 
"Iron's Revolutionary Pa5t-and Present." These 'let­
ters ·on- _Iran develOped -throughout-.·1979 and- iSBQ. 
Whether' it was the· one of March 25, 1979 on "Iran: 

. Unfoldment of nnd Contradiction in Revolution,'' or 
was a tracing of the dialectics of revolution on the 
Dec. 17, 1979 Letter, "What is Philosophy? What .is 
Revolution? 1789-1793; 1848-1850; 1914·1919; 1979": or 
the one of Sept. 25, 1981, ''The Struggle Continues: 
What. Kind of Revolution Is :Needed i11 th~ Battl;; 
Against Khomeini-IRP Counter~Revolution?".....;thc · 
point waa that at no time was our activity separated 
from our philosophy: This led Irar.ian revolutionary 
dissidents to invite me to address them. · 
1980·- A 12-PAGE NEWS & LETI'ERS 

The challenge from the objective situation . in 1980 
led us to the decision at our Sepl:ember Convention to 
transform Newe .& l.(:toors into a 12-pr.ge paper. We 
had already begun to have .three 12-page is2ues. each 
year. Thus the front page article in the January-Feu; 
r<~.qry, 1980 issue was entitled, "Oil, Iran Cri.sis, and 
Drive for War" by Peter Mallory, while the "Our Lil'e 
and Timez" column aleo begm. on page one und fea­
tured an article, "Afghanistan: New Flashpoint for Su­
perpowers." 

That issue also .continued our study of the dialectics 
·of revoluticn with a new draft chapt~r. "Two 'Turning 
Points in Rosa Luxembtll'g's Life-1898-99; 1905-07-
Before and After the 1905 Revoiutioll." 

Jn the spring of that year (April) another draft 
chapter was published, "'l'he Break with Kautsl.;y, 
1910-l~Hl," whkh Htressed -Luxemburg's flash of"gen~ 
ius on the question of imperialism, with· her eharp at­
tack on Germany's imperialist outreach to what we · 
now call Namibia. That illsue of News & Lattere also 
showed our present internationalism in our activitiea 
around Iran. An Iranisn revolutionary in the U.S. 
Neda Azad, had translated into l':llrlli a number of my 
writili!JB on women. Her introduction to those writings 
appeared as ihe "Woman as ReasOn" column. 
· On:~'!.e_,;rosd __ ~_-th~.:12·pager e:!d--tha n~~~y~w 

inaiiifest philosophy in revolutionary journalism, we 
.;'luhlished Eugene Walker'a C!OBay "Revolutionary Jour-_J • -. • 
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· nalism: Karl Marx, the Ne\!e Rhelnis~he Zeitung and 
tl1o 1850 Address on Pennment Revolution.".;; · ·~ · 
_ The new r€volts in the United Sta_tes reacllf1!l __ a_ ~e:w _ 
sUige With · tiie Biad( upriSliigs iii Miliini, iri whicit 
most prominent were the "little ·ehomes." Charles 
Denby devoted his June "Worker's Journal" coluiun 
to "Fire-3 of Milllni ExpGse Truth of. Racism, ·USA," 
while John Alan's "Blar.k-Red View" was clilled "Rsge 
in Miami." 

' 1-· 

In that 81\Iila June issue we changed the logo of the . 
paper to "Theory /Practice," · which soo'n afterward . , 
also · became the new column-heed for my · "Two.-.-_;--:' 
Worlds." That issUe as well carried nn assay article b.f ' · 
Olga Doman...,1d, ·:women's Liberation in Search of a 
'fhecry: the Suriunary of a _Decade." · · · . . . 
· The. crisis. interr.atioruilly peraiSted, which is why 

oili' Drnft Perspectives, 1980-81 (July) was called "To- · 
monow Is Now: U.S. Imperialism in the Iranian De­
sert, and at -Home, in Deep Recession and Rc:rurgent 
Racism." In the following issue (August-September) 
the front page editorial article by Michael Connolly 
was called "Reagan Convention Reveals Barbarism of . 
'New'·Rightr--a.nd r.la.&s Opposition.'" 'i'hls issue eiso­
bo.gan the serialization of whnt would become a nsw 
pamphlet, 29 Years of Mamst-Humaniam in th~ 
U.S., and also ca1Tied an esaay a.-ticle by Lou Tuiner, 
"Black Thought/Black Reality." The issuance c.f a 
regular 12-page News & Letters beglii'l with the Oct,o-
ber issue. · 

The youth had a special section in the November 
i&suo called "P~ples' Uprising in Kwangju, .Korea." 
The very fact tlvl.t the tunnoil was nut only West but 
East produced an essay on "China's State-Capitalism 
vs. Voices of Revolt~' by Bob McGUire in that =~ is­
sue. Finally, the year ended with the front page article 
(Dec&mber) by Kevin A. Darrv on "Southern Africa'• 
New Stage ·of Str.Jgg!e.'' ·· · · · · ·-- • 
1981 • INTERNATIONALISM, MARXIST-. . 
HUMANI61' SOLIDARITY . 

Inte:nationalisru, this time from East E.'urope, chlll; 
acterized aha the fuat is&ue (January-February) of 
1981, this time by an eyewitnr..ss report from Poland 
on Solidarnosc; "Polich Workers' New Form of Organ­
iZAtion" by Andy Phillips.. The youth page featured 
participant reports from Washington,_D.C., l . .os_AMe, 
le8-:indSan F'i-ar.ciscii under the headline "No Dr8rt, 
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No War, U.S .. Out of ·El Srlvedor,'' while the youth 
column by Jiin Mills was on "Teens Face Draft,· Un, · 
employment, Lower Wag~." ·. . ... · _ .... :.' .. -_ .. · ....... . 

· ... -- ·Buth·thL;·:JanUBJ:Y-Fi!bri!iTY ia!U~ anci"-the"March ··«· ... ·- ,- .. 
... sue· feat'.ireii·parts I and II of a ·~fheory/Practice" ·es, 

I!IIY colu;nn entitled, "China's 'Gang of Four'· Trial' 
Charade e.,d the So-Called . Cultural Revolution; · Me-
dia and tlie Global CrisiS." 

In April, News Q Letters publliilied an import.ant 
essay by Michael Connolly, '"The Peasant Dimension · 
in Latin America: It's Test of the Relation of Theory 
to Organization." · . 

The world situation had alwayn been crucially inte-
. gral t.o every issue of Newo. & Let'.ere. The May issue ... 

featured a report i'roin Britain, ''Brixton · Rebellion 
Shaluil Thatcher's Britain," while the June issue pub­
lliilied · an essay article by Neda Amd, "Middl~ East 
Women: Liberation and Social Revolution." 

A. central eaction of the 1981-82 Draft Perspectives 
related to "Organizational Responsibility fo~ Marxist­
Humanism." Far from that being 1111 organizntiorial 
question oniy; it marked the period both of Marx's 
!est d~....adC' .s.nd Our age. Put differently, the continu- · 
ing importance of Marx's Ethnological Notebooks 
WIISn't only in the Notebooks, but in how it illlllllinat­
etl the new momenta of thet last decade in relation to 
what he called the "new humanism" from the begin­
niug, and what· he re-articillated in his greatest theo­
retical work, Capitol. The October News & U!ttera 
Clll".ried Kevin A. Barry's essay "the French Edition of 
Capital, 100 Years After," with many quotstinns from 
Ma!·x's own editing which Engels had not included in 
hia poat-Marx editing of editio118 of Captial. A key 
missing paragraph from the "Accumulation of Capital" 
section had deait with the continued mechanization 
and centrali•.ation of capital Md the "geneml crisis." 

· in projecting what we nnw !mow as imparWism, Marx 
related the gP.neral crisis to the expansion of foreign 
trade &.nd "the world market successfully annexed ~­
wnsive areas of the New Wo;·ld, Asia and Austra-,. " . 
ila. ••••• 

Nineteen eighty-one end£d with a front pB.ge eyewit­
ness report em Nicaragua, Peru and Mexico, "latin 
America's Revol•ttionary Spirit" by Anne Molly Jack­
son. The "Woman as ReliSOn'' column by Suzanne Ca­
•-'Y _"!'~ ~.=~u.o Original· Cha:rt-.c:W sad ·Revo-­
lutklnar/' was related. to .the forthcoming Ro.:a Lu:t-
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emburg; W01nsn's Liberation and Marx•a: 

~!i!!!e:~h,;! !)0: th~i:.~~~~:U-~~.i'ThL]_~e!o~~cy~-~/~P!~~a~c~ti~·~ce~':i' · j _"'.' ·:t~~~~f%~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
''HOW Villid:.for=(}~ Day Are·lyfar.t's f~iel{eUian, 'B:no•ti<i~" 
1982 - THE NEW BOOK, OBJEC'ITVE; 

. SUBJECTIVE l!.'VEN'l'S . · ·· ·. · . · · 
.. In i9s2;RO&a'L\iXeinbu~g. Wom~n;~LlbCrdloh ed. 

Man's Phllosophy of F..evolutlon wS... publlilhed, 118 
final chapter (12) did a great deal more than set the 
record atr.Ught that Engles 'was no Marx. Rather, the 
todiiyrie8s of Man'g Msr.iism concretized'.the. trail 
from the 1880s to the 1980s for our age.· News and · 
Letters Coinmittees mad~ that the foc.U P'Jint .as they 
orgaruzed ·,; nation81 tour' for me on the occasion of . 
Marx's centenary. . . · · 

· Nineteen-eighty-two in general ·was a year of new 
devciopmenta in the Black Dimension both in · the 
U.S. artd in .South Africa; Charles Denby's "Worker's 

. Journru" in the Janusry-Febru&ry issue was entitled 
·~Haitians DehumaniZed at- Krome." The Women's 
Liberation page had lin article by Diarie Lee on "Win­

. nia :t-.-fandela B~1ned Again.", Tne <;:ounter .. fevOluti~n · . 
continued sis,-, in Poiand. Our front page editorial a.ni­
c!e was called "Polend: Col.inter-Revolution Drives the 
Revolution Underground; the Rcsista.'lce Continues," 
while the '"Theor.r/Prs.ctice". column was on "Begin's 
Israel Moves Flirthe1 Back to His Reactionary, Ter­
rorist Origl'UI,'' arid featured excerpts from my Politi­
cal-Philosophic Letter. 

In the same issue, the "Black-Red View" column fo­
cused on "Poland, Haiti: ~eedom lndi~.sible," while 
tho M::rch issue, in celebration of International Wom­
<ln's Day, featured 11 revolutionary Polish eXile, Urazu-
la Wislanka, · writing· on . "The Revclutionary Activity . 
of Polish Women." _ 

Hul'llanities Press· was bringing ollt a naw edition of 
Phllosophy and 'Revolution and the May issue print­
ed my new introdu~tion which answered the critique 
of George ArmStrong Kelly in his book, Retreat fioom 
Eleusis, which had taken issue with my interpretatil'n 
of Hegel's Absolute Met.'1nd. . 

The lntematlorudlsm was not onlY' a question· of 
what wraa · central to us In recording International 
atrugglcs and participating whl.irever we 'could, but 
WliG aic;;;;:~..;fl~tcd~Ui the-iact· that-our··main-w.,rks 
were reproduL"l!li llt many different Jangu!lgcs. 

ThuS, above the new intrl'duction to Phlloaoph:; 
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and Revoll!tion, the May issue ;;arried a picture of 
many of the editions of both Man::ism and Frsedomi 
Us ·tass. Ita!v 1962· .lAnAn tQIU· ~n-"'""'·~--10"1 ' Bnt-..:.::._-:._·~:>.:-:·-~·:'"'[~•:~;Ji3~G~~~~~ • .•• , ~ .. •. .. ~ ···- -·.--· ----, ...... -.. ....... , ....... _.":J·, . am, 1971; MeXico, 1976; end of Phi!oellphy ~md -P.evo.:, - , 
Iutton; U.S., 1973; Italy, 1977; Mexico, 1977; Germany, 
1961,' Sbce then Ro5a Luxemburg, Women's' IJhera., 
tion ~d Mar:•~ Philoouphy ut' Revuiuiiolr--- haS ~ ap .. ·.-.· 
pe.u:ed in Spanish in an edition of 10,000 in MeXico 

,i ,, 
' 

published by Fundo de Cuitura. , 
The most- exciting ramification of the intlll'l'.ational 

editions had been , the publication of , !lianrlsm and , 
Freedom in Japan in 1964. Not only because it result· 
ed in ari international tour by myeelf throughout Jn; 
pan,· hut he::ause · JapRnese; revolution~;i;s of-Zeruihln 

, publist~2d many of o'Jr pamphlets from Charlea Den· 
by's Workers Battle Automation, with which, Toyota 
workers identified, to several of my philosophic essays 
as weil,as my pamphlet on the Afro-.A.sian Revolu· 
tions .... 

The May 1982 issue also cWTied a front page article 
by Michnel Connolly called "The European Anti-Nu­
clear War Movement Crosses the Atlantic," and A. 
Fortunoff reviewed Joel Kovel's The Age of Deelre,, 
"A ,Freud:MJUX Synthesis?" 

The· June issue's "Worker's Journal" featured "Land 
and Freedom in Lowndes Coll!lty" with the views of 
G!U'dania White, Ethel Dunbar and ·Charles Denby, 
and included a picture of a rural worker in Lowndes 
County, Alabama. This issue also printed a letter from 
Irish activist Eibhlin Ni Shcidhil- on the .women's 
movement in' Ireland. 'J'he youth page had a major· re­
pon: of a'conference the News· and Letters Youth 
Committee sponsored at Wayne State University on 
''\Vcmen, l\filitary Madness and the P.e(f.:~tru.tion Boy­
cott.'! We printed reports by Laura Strehlow, ex-ssilor _ 
and milit.a.ry,cres!st~r; Dn.-"'1-Rutt,· di'aft registration re---­
sister; Jim Mills, News &.. Letters youth columnist 
and anti-militarist ectivist. Peter Wermuth'a lead arti­
cle was on "Palestinilllll! Oppose Begin's Reactionary 
Crackdtw;;n on the West Bank and Gaza." 
The b.:!nt p~~ge article of August-Se.,tcmber on "El 

Salvador: , til, "l Right Wing lilld the U.S. Seek to Crush 
the Re\'oiUtion,'.' was wdtten by Mary Ho!mes, who was 
the following year tO become a co-columnist with Kevir. 
A. Barry of the "Our Life and Times" column. A new . 
·youth, coil111lllL!t, Ida Fuller; wrote on "Today's new 

. campus activl.sm." · 
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Israel's imperialist invasion. of . Lebanon, likP. · Kho­
meini's usurpation of the 19'19 revolution in Iran, diS­
cloaed a new and horrible stage of counter-revolution m 
the ~ddle_-Ea~t. On Sept;-·12,·,1982-I-·dealt.wit.h;t~~t_ge~ 
·nocida! war upon Lsbanon ·which New& & Letterii pub-; 
Whed in October under tl1e titie "Down with the Perpe- -
trators of the Palestinian Slaughter," while in. t.'te No­
vember is:;Ue the .';OU!".'Liie-.and Tfriies•! column: foCUsed 
on "All Sides Cover Up Shatila Massacre: Lebanese 
Factiona, Palestinian Leaders, Israeli tmd Arab Rulers.~· 

Our. writings on the Middle East ·Nere not separated 
from our continuing philosophic writin85 both in the. 
Draft Perspectives in the July issue on the need to 
trar.sform reclity and in reproducing the Introducti.on to 
ROsa Lux~mburg, -Wcmerl's Liberatjon and Mark~s .Phil .. · 
·osophy of Revolution in the November News.& Letters.· 

Thr: year ended with the front page article reproduc­
ing 'the Political-Philosophic Letter on Andropo\''s as- . 
cendency, while "Worker's·Journal" had a guest column· 
by Lou Turner on ''Namibia: Crisis imd Challenge.'' Our 

·Latino pege featured a special section "Guatemala: the 
Dinlensiou of Indian Peasnr.tll, Indian Women" which 
included article!< by Guatemalan revolutiona:ies, Domin­
go Hernandez !ztoy, founder of the Committee of Peas­
ant Unity of Guatemala, and Manueia Saquic, a 17-y~at 
old !xi! Indian from El Quithe. 

What has always been primary to Marxist-Humanists 
has been to keep the paper open to revolutionaries in­
ternationally as well as to new types of audiences. Our 
Right to Know Braille Press, under the coordination of 
Steve Fletcher and Susie Van Gelder, has taped for 

· sight-iuipaired people each month's issue of News & 
Lette~s, the major books, Mlll'Xism and Freedom, Phil­
osophy .and Revolution and P..osa Luemburg, Wom­
eR's_ Lib\'1J;"ation ~nd Ma...--:t'3 Philosuphy oi Revolution, 
as well as numerous pamphlets· from Workers Battle 
Automation to the Afro .. AtJian Revolutions as well as -. -
my essays on Hegi;Jian dialettics. 
1983- THE MARX· CENTENARY 

By active participation with Latin American revolu­
tionaries, East European dis.~idents and new revolution­
ary exiles irom Iran, a8 ,well as projecting t.'le new 
works of Marx•, we opened new doon., or more precisely 

1. Tht: fiJ':olt puhlit"~aeion in 1-:ngli.,h of a porti'ln of Mal'x'a Mathemetic.M 
Manum:ripht ot~u~ in Jg,;J. Ot.ir commenWy on it h1 1964 led-to • 

... t.Jl:..:tUI,· Ti•e fetisb. of HJrh Tech and ·Karl Man'• UnlwoWII. 
Mathem•tical MaouiJCJ'iph. 
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new: platforma for the projection of Marxist· Hunianism . 
to the Black dimension, to women's liberation . and .in· . 
deed, to acadeiiilii. Just as the fact tllat lMO, t!ie 20ilth 
!mllivelsliry of the birt.'l of Hegel and the 100th of the 
birth of Lenin; had opened doors into academia as well 
as nlatforms ~nil. iomna!B fo? Man•t·HU.'lU!.!lLanl in the u:s., oo did th; M~ ~ente"wuy in 1983.2 · 

· My national la-ture tour for that centenary wail not 
only the most e:r:ter.sive", but the most eliciting to me 
becsilse the v2ry first lectura, at the University of We.'!t 
Virginia in Morj!&ltown, was in the city which had boon 
a center for the Miners' general strike of 1949-50 in 
. which I wus active. Moreover. I could make a direct 
connection with Marx, s!nca it was John Brown's attack 
01i · Hmper'.i ~erry, West Virgiirla that led Marx to de­
clare a new world epoch had emerged as he foreB!lw the 
rising of the slaves in ~n actual Civil War. It not only 
happened, but its ramifications in Britain helped lead to 
the establishment of the First Workingman's Interns· 
tiona!, beaded by Marx. The recollection of this strike 
(some who had participated in the 1949-50 strike were 
in t.l}e audience), and the recognition that West Virgi.'lia 
as a state was born out of that Civil war, not only made 
for 8.n exciting discu.ssion, but led me to rethink that 
strike where I had been active at the very time I was 
digging into the Hegelian dialectic. In 1953, the combi­

.· nation of the activity in the 1950 strike and the conti-
nued concentration on the fmal chapter on Hegel's Sci· 
ence of Logic, "Absolute Idea," led to my breakthrough 
on Hegel's Absoluta Idea.• 

The fact that· a 1983 Wetrt Virginia auo:!lence dill 
not conoider that 1956 general lltrike something just 
in the past, but saw it related to the present era's 
concern with the relationship of practice to theory, 
&nd the fact that they were gr-appling with my view 
that practice was itself a form of theory, and that it 
waa up to revoluticnsry philosophers to meet !hat 
challenge, made me conclude that that historic strike 
must be recorded. Thlc was t'o~rther reenforced when 

2.. Just lt-\ in :..'le 19708 T~Ioe iilth~ United S':~.ta. Pra!da in Yu1osLt.ia 
am hut A1tL in lt.Jy publ!&.~ed my ,...y on the "Pbiloaophic Ambiva· 
lence of Lenin .. , ao ?ru:le lnternaUonal publiahed m.v ''Marla 'N~...,. 
Humanism' and the DiLiectics of Women's Lil)era:ion in Primative and 
Modern ~tiP.&" deliVe:-00 in the Marx centenary year. 

" 3. Sw lietkti in NeTt• & LeUera. March and April 1983. 
4. SOe "Letters un the Absolute Idea," Tho Rllya llunayevouy" Col· 
loelfoo, Mar:lot-Hummlom, 1Nl To Today, Ita Oril!ln And lJ<. 

· volopment In the UJ'I. pp. 1797-1812 ~ 

. [ .. 
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my lecture tour reached:New York, and 1 was asked 
for an interview by the Tamiment J.jbracy of New 
York.Univeroitv. wbich-hes eo:me:ci m~' .wnrka ... Tha .. ·. 
Llbracy :was h~sy re~m·ding what th~y calle:l . the­
Oral HistoX"y of the America LefL The interview they 
took fre>m me on that Miners' general ·strike furiher . 
re;!!fhrc~d. that conclusion. Tite 1-ecmlt wail; _m.y deci .. -

· Gion to record the strike noi only as I saw it, but to 
have the pamphlet co-authored. by· a fanner miner, 
Andy Philips, wh() had headed a rank·nnd·fiie com· 
mittee in that strike. The pamphlet we wrote was en­
titled The Coni Miners' General Strike of 1949-50 and 
the Birth of Marxist-HuulBnism in tile U.S . ...:A li180s 
View .. 

All that space permits me to devote here to the rest 
of thut tour i~ to note that both at UCLA and UC San-
ta Barbara, Black Studies were amorig the important 
sponsors, with Professor- Cedric Robinson at UC Sante 
Barbara creating a half hour video interview of me on 
the. Black movement's relation to Maxism, especially as 
to the origins of the American Ne~tm Labor Cougre8s · · 
and it" ·paper the Negro Champion in Chicago.' 

News & Lett~rs in its January-February, 1983 issue . 
published the fu"St English translation of Rosa Luxem­
burg's "Martinique." the March issue was a Marx cenc 
tenary special which featured excerpts from untrans!at­
ed excerpts of the French edition of Capital, a summa­
tion of Marxist-Humanist Archives by myself, an essay 
by Michael Connolly'on the unknown Ethnological No­
tebooks and ti column by Lou Turner on "Karl Mnrx 
and tile Black World." Th~ front page ru'ticle was titled 
"Unemployed Millions, Anti-War Protests, Reveal a 
Western Ewope in Cris~" _by Kevin A. Barry. 

The April is.•ue r.ontinued with reports on n~w youth 
.. protests. Thi.~ time Olga Domanski wrote the front page 

a_rt:ide on "Rising Crunpus Protests Confront !viiliarism, _ 
Reaganomics, Racism." In the "Woman as Reason" cr._l· 
umn, Suzanne Casey wrote on a vicious public rape in 
New Bedford, titling her column, "New Bedford: 'The 
5. The new doors opened in the Black Dimension during the Man cen· 
terwy tour had as precedent the turbulent 19e0s when our partitiratir.g 
in mua Black struggles was most direct and meant new re!ationshioa 
with Black. mov•ment PrganiUn. One !i'.u:h wa." Raymond McKay, &c • 
tive in·the._Marylo.t~::i Ftftdcm Union. He later cr.me to Det.n!oit and 
h.!lped -cOOidiO:.te ·report! on the Black naovemPnt th•t eppee.rtd in our 

- pubtit.ation Black Ma .. Rtvol~ as well u chairinJ! the Biar.kJR~ C~Jn­
feotent'f: which Denby had ·CallflJ in 1969 and to whi~.:h 'I g.we a talk on 
Philosophy and Revolution which wae in the pro-;ess ilf being written at 
that time. , 
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· Infinite Degradation of Man,' " while Lou Turner re­
. ported from Washington, .D.C. on "Howard Univenlity: 
Black· Writers, Student Protests in Two Worlds.". The 

· same issue printed an open i<itter from a Gdansk wom­
..:11 stri.l<er in prison, Ewa Kubasiewicz. 

In May we continued our international reports on 
freedou\ movements, be they in Poland or. South Africa 

·with our lead on "Workernfi-om Pola11d and Sout:i Afri­
ca to U.S. Strive for FreedonF by Michael Connolly. 
the front pnge had pictures both of S<>'Jth African metsi 
workers .on strike and Janusz OnyszkieWicz addreBBing 
an unofficial· Solidarity· rrJly to commemorate the ·1943 · 
Warsaw Chetto uprising. Within America we. had re­
ports from Native American Shrunape Shcnpwe on "10 
Years After wounded Knee'.' and an interview with one 
of the great leaders of the · Black movement ·in the 
1960s, Gloria Richardson. 

National revolutions dominated the pages of News a 
Letters that year, with the June issue printing excerpts· 
froin a presentation by Dr. Araia Tesggai, Coordinator 
of the Re;earch and Information center for Eritrea on 
'Eritrea:· Revolution, Refugees and Reconstruction." 
Two ·canadian writers who visited Costa Rica and Nica-

. ragua wrote on "Health and Safety in Ongoing Revolu­
tion." The front page article "U.s. and Central America 
Youth Resist Reagan's New War Plans" was by David 
Park. · 

"Soweto Day: Black Consciousness and Mandst-Hu­
manism" by Lou Turner was a rer.ort of our participa­
tion at a Soweto Day Conference where Turr.'"r spoke 
on how Marxist-Humanism has. given a platform to 

· speakers and writers including I.B. Tabata, .Phyllis 
Ntanta:a and student activists from the Black Con· 
sciousness Movement as well as special articles directly 
from South Airica. It appeared in·the July issue. 

The !ntemationalist characteristic of News & Letters 
was manm!sted qlsoin the Iranian revoiutionaries in ex­
ile translating N,,tionalism; Communism, Marxist-Hu­
manism and the ·, Vro-Asian Revolutions. Raha's Pre· 
face to the Farsi tr'msiation was published in the August­
September issue. The Ootober ii<me had an article on 
"Chile 1S83: Repres.•ion nnd the Struggle for Freedom.'' 

The year 191!3 was summed up £8 well liS projected in 
the Draft Pcl'Spectives printed in the July issue, "Moss 
Unrest at Home and Abroad in the Global Year of. the 
._ ....... a .. n- ~~·h; ....... tl""""~•~ .. A . .. - .. 1~ ....... ... t ,-.,._•-.., ... ! .!-,,,~-,·,· ~ ..;:.::.:, ... ,J·,· ..... J.fJ. ... 7 ...... t ............. &..,W .. W&~·· U..UCUJ'~ V.I. -..:U"I. Ao. .., ...,_ ~" 

araS';'a; Honduras, P11rrama, Quatcrnala-e.nd South Arneri-
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ca-Chile, Brazil, Bolivia-<!8 well as the Middle Ea.!t, con~ 
centrating on Syria and the PLO. The third eectionofthe ... · 

. . 'ciraft PersJh."ctives· Will! entiUed !'Marx's Find Writings Let 
Us Hear Max Thinking." 

That mponsibility for Manist-Humanist idsas wiis net 
_,iJJSt our_ historic :resnQmibility hut-wa2 -di.--ectly ~ffectbig - · 

· · · Newa &: Letters as "paper and as Organization-Commit· · 
wes when on the one hand we were facing a Constitu· 
tionel Convention, a."ld ·on the other hnild our Black · 
production worker-founder-editor Charles Denby was · 

·.lying very ill. Here are excerpts from his last letter to 
ua: . ' 
• As you know, I have been ill, and jvst in CC!!!ethe doctor · 
will not ·allow me to attend and addrel)s this Constitutional 
Comxmtian, ·I wllllted to sa;y a few wordtt to all of ;you about 
"'Y thoughts Cllld feP.Ii.'1g~ at this moment in the life of ow­
organization; I feel v~ry •trongly about what thiR Marx cen' 
l<lnar:t means to m~·- and what M!ZI'xism means to me -
a movemeiU to change the world totally. This year we have 

. taken big steps in that directi<Jn, historic steps. 
First, we have finally in our hands the whale "trilogy of 

,..,...10/ution." An_)lone can see. and l'ead 1uhat Ma.-::ist-Hu­
IIII.VIism has represet'.ted over new·l;y 30 years since our 
{ountJine; since our first Constitutional Convention. All m1 · 
life in the mollei>Ulnt we have seen haw man)' parties have 
turned Mar.t'a philosophy into its opposite. But now we can 
say to ~veryone:. "Here iR Marx's philosophy of liberation.," 
and we kaow that it is the patll to freedom. 

SecDnd, . we hatx! published an expanded new edition of . 
American Civilization on Trial. I was very glad that 

· Raya's new eel'!ly .in it took lq> Marx's view of the Black 
world, and our own work. We have always spoken about 
and procticed the two-way road between the U. S. ond Afri· 
ca. in the ideas. of freedom, cmd it is as ckar in American 
Ci'illiiation on Trial 113 it is in Phlloe(!pby md Revo­
lution and in ROsa Luxemblll'g, Women's Uberation 
iiiid marx's Phli.osophy oi:' Revolution. But the''rea8on I 
am most happy that it i3 being published now, is that it can 
help t/o~ mot=:mt reach a new stage. 

The 76 years of Charles Denby'~ life were ao full of 
clsss struggles, Bleck revolts, and freedom movements 
that they illiiiDiDate not only the present but ceat a 
light even on the future. At the same time, bin autobio· 
grpahy.....:JndlllllflJlt. Heart: A Black Worker's Jour­
nal-reaches back into the period from his birth in AJa • 
. ~ _ md _ life_ iT\ .Jhe __ Bout b. .-_uri til the. Dapreaaion when 
he came to Detroit to becoruo an auto worker. It was in 
the 19303, while he 100. !l wildcat strike, that he met the 
Trotskyit.ts. I firat met Denby wh~n he spoke at a So-
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cialist.Workenf Pmty C'.Onvention when his eloquence 
· both on his lifo in the South and the North, especially 
ofthe 1943 Deti'oit Black uprising, did more than milka 
au indelible impression on me. It was clear. that .we 
were c:O.cthinkeri! bt.Catise we ~didn't'identify all of. Mlll'X· · 
ii!!D with Trotsk~.sm. The Rpecific question at issu~ was 
.the Black question ond the Menists' relatiollllhip· to it, 

-of.VJhich Denhy __ ~R.@_v~:r;r~~:ritkel OU? pet.hs.never-. .~Sepn.­
rated. This is clear from the difference between the fu!!t 
p~ of his autobiography which ends with ·the decade 
of the 1940s, and part II, which was published in 1978, 
and takes up ·the decades when we became · an ind~­
pendcnt tendency and Denby w.rune editor of News & 
Let+..era.• 

The continuation of Marxil!t-HmnBni.•m'a News. !: 
Letters.. even Mtll eo curdal a lo&, as the death of 
Charles 'n~nby, was shown in the very firot iavue of 
1984 with "Worker's Jot1rr.al" becoming two front. page 
columns, "Workshop Talks" co,written by our Lnbor 
Editor, FeliX Martin, a production worker in auto, and a 
young worker working within primarily immigrant labor 
shops, John Mareotte, and "Black World" written by a 
Black writer-activist; Lou Tl!rner, who had moved to 
Detroit; the News & Le·tters Center, at the request of 
Denby, to do guest column.q in the last period whenever 
Denby would feel too ill to write. 

This same il,..-<.ue pnbliehed 1111 analysis of the depth of 
the IIUIB8 revolt in the Philippines, "Philippine MllS8e8 
Move To Topple Marcos, Close Up U.S. Ba.eea," while 
Lou Turner reported on "Black L!lbor Focus of Two 
History Conferences," the North American L&bor Histo­
rJ Commence end the Study of Afro-America."l i.ife and 
History conference. ' · 

Finally, the U.S. imperialist invasion of Grenada 
caused an immediate respoi'I...s2 Df prote.~t in Berkeley 
which we reported on, "Down with U.S. Imperialism's 
Unprovoked !nvrurlon of tha Suvtrcl,su ~State oi Grena .. 
da!" We announced that we would carry an analysis of 
the-Gnna!la events in two fonas, R:l the lead a.-ticle in 
tho next issue of News & Lettere and· as a Politiw­
Philosophic Letter. 

Tho whole front paga of the isaue of Nows \l; Latter~_,_ 
in Dacember was titlE-d "The Three Way Driv~ to War: 
Grenada, Endless Militarimtion, Retrogression on Black 

G:"Th. .... f:cut paso of the Novll:lber, !983 loout of N0W11 & Let. 
-- :..-. w.e din-i!ted to our- worbr-editor, wttb hill&at writins; e.iid ri.y In 

Men..<oriam uticle~. 
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. · Rights.'.' It also had a special eye\\itness report from 
· Grenada on "The Mass Freeing and Army Murder of 
Maurice BL~hop.'' We reprinted in this issue•the article· 

. from Africa Today, "Dunayevskaya on the Black 
--~Wnr!!!,'; .. which was a·r~view of--·my Iri:arxiSm ari(f'"Free. · 

dmn;• Philosophy and Ravolutimi and Rosa Luxe·ni-
burg, Women's Uberation p,nd ·Marx's Philosophy of 
Revolution.1984 

' The flrilt issue of!984 (.January-February), hui two 
new columne on page one in the place occupied by 
Charles Denby's "Worker's Journal": "Workshop ·Talks" 
and "Black World.'' The "Black World" column by Lou 
Turner was the first part of a critique-review of the ini-· 
tial two volumes of a projected 10 volurne collection ·of 
Marcus Garvey Papera edited by Robert Hill, ThL• cri­

. tique ·conthiued in the M!lrch issue. This fu:;t 1984 issue 
also printed the new introduction to American Civiliza­
tion on Trial, "A 1980s View of the Two-Way .Road Be­
tween the U.S. and Africa," while Diane, Lee ;note the 
"Woman -·as- Reason" column· on ~~Questions of Theory 
for Black Women Writers." 

The March News & Letters printed the new· int ro­
duction to Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Human­
ism and the Af-ro .. Asian Revolutions and included two 
pictures, one of South African women demonstrating 
against apartheid's Pass Laws in 1958; and one of the 
Soweto youth in rebellion in 1976. There was also & re· 
port from the Gambia on the arreAt of Dixon Colley, 
the editor of the Left paper, The Nation. 

Certain of. the essay articles· became important to 
News and Letters Committees, not just as something in 

· · ~::.",issue of the papar, but what we would want to use 
· as if it wete a pamphlet. This is -what we did with Ter­

ry Moon's ·essay "Eleanor Marx in America," which ap­
peared in the March issue, and which was subsequently 
is.•ued as a mini-pamphlet. _ 
_ Or.e other __ feature that we became more concerned 

· with since Denby's death was our Philosophic Technical 
Committee which prepares the copy sent in for News & 
L<lttcrs. Mary Joe Grey, one of it.s mombers, became 
the co-author of the Women-Worldwide column along 
with Susie Van Gelder. 

A rust hand report from India describing the women's 
movement. and a book, Unmanageable Revolutionar­
ic!!-W:>mcn and Irish Nationalism, reviewed by a 
lAndon feminist reader, were carried in the April issue. 
The front page article dealt with "Battles Over' Coal 
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Mine Safety, Show Stakes Are High for Labor in 1984" 
wlille a full ·pag~ was devoted to an essay· article on· 
"Black Opposition to U.S. Imperiiilism ai 

; the' I 9th Cetit\lfy" by John Alan. Liiii 'l'llm:~e~r·::s: l;ci~e.~;;k' -c ,,....... ·•·'['~:~ '~:·~.(if~f~·;fi~;~M~ 
World" co1unm analyzed ''Miami and Black A~nerica. 

The ''Theory /Practice" column in that issue was on 
"Marx's . Philosophy . of Revolution. vs, Non-Marxist, 
Scholar-Careerists in ··Marxism'," and carried a lengthy 
critique of Terrel! Carver's Karl Marx Texts. on Me-. 
thod, his Marx & Engels, The Intellectual Relation­
shlp as well, a.• t\ forthcoming article "Marxism as Me­
thod." 

Michelle Landau's "May Day Includes Working Wom­
en -- Past lli!d Present" appeared in May, where the 

· women'sliberation· page included as well· a picture of 
Lil.zie Sw&.'lk-Ho\mes; who organized a march by Chica-

. go ~ewing wom•n for the eight-hour day on M!IY 3, 
1886. The emphasis on class struggles could be seen in a 
story on "Clas.• War Returns. to Arizona Copper Mines" 
which included a picture from the Phelps-Dodge strike. 
The draft perspectives, 1984-85, "Where Are the 1980s 
Going?" centered around "At Home Abroad, Abroad at 
Home" 'and appeared 'in-this !viay issue .. 

A Preconvention Di8cussion Bulletin that year pub~ 
lished a breakthrough in the science field a.• it related 
to computers, "Marx's Mathematical Manuscripts and 
the Fetish of High Tech" by Ron Brokineyer. It stirred 
a wide discussion and was reissued as part of en ex­
panded pamphlet which included discussion by Franklin 
Dmitryev, Malcolm, Ted, and Raya Dunayevskaya. 

The ,J unc issue was ch'!l'acterized by extensive reports 
of class 'struggles. The front page story waa on the Tole­
do workers blockade, featured on the spot workers' re· 
ports and a pict•Jre of the strikers and their supporters 
being tenr-ga.~sed. Stories· wP.re carried on nurses strikes 
exposing dehurnanized care in St. P11ul, Detroit, Los An· 
geles and New York. The same issue carried a11 wticle 
from Bihar; India on "Women's Lives in India" as weU 
as a report from London on "Miners' Strike Arouses 
British Workers." The "Our Life and Times" column in· 
eluded a report of "200,000 Strike Tluoughout W~st 
Germany." 

The August-September front page article featured ex· 
cerpts from the News and Letters Committees Conven­
tion Perspectives: "Reagan's Central America We.rs vs. · 
Revolutions in Tht~ry snd ·Practice. n The ~~t: carried 
both an "As Others See Us" of an Italian review i:1 the 
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jolll'IJJil Dunensioni of Philosophy ed Revolution and · 
· ROsa· Lu:.l}mbu~g, VI omen'.:; --Libera.tioli' and ··man~e· 

Philosophy of Revolution by Valeria E. Russ(, and a 
"Woman as Reason". coiiiinn wliicli reprinted frOm Ott 
Our B~ckii Tenj Moon's letter on Raya Dunayevskaya 
and Michelle Lru1deau's review of Rosa L1.1xemburg, 
Women's Liberation and Marx's Phllosphy.of Revoll!­

. tion. 
'Fne October iss'.le had a front page artide on "What . 

Would J:o'otU More Years of Reagan, World Outlaw, · 
Mean." Angela Terrano wrote .tile "Woman as Reason" • 
colUmi! on "Women Miners Fight Poverty,. Chauvi­
ninm," while the "Black World" column, "Aboriginal 
Women Speak," reviewed We Are Bosaes Ourselves: 
Tne· Sietuo and Role of Aboriginal Women Tc;day. 
The · Labor page was almost fully devoted to stories 
"From the Auto Shops" including reports from . Felix 
Martin, Labor Editor, as well lli! from Detroit; V£Jt 
Nuys and Okluhoma. The "Workshop Talks'' co!umn 
asked "Will l-abor Gain a Mind of Its Ov.n?" We also 
printed a report from Britain, "British Miners, Women 
Strike ,SupportP.r/Activists Sp.,ak for Themselves." Fi­
nony, a bulletin flllSh in "Our Life imd Times" told of 
th~ "New Trials in Yugoslavia" where Marxist-Human­
ists of the Pra:ds group, organizP.d eince the 1960s, and 
including the leader of the 1968 student revolt, Vladimir 
Milanovic, fared prosecution. 

The revolts. Qoroad were highlighted in the Philip· 
pines ·With the Lead by Kevin. A. Barry in the Novem­
ber issue. That issue also carried John Marcotte's '"Im­
migrant Wurkers.Face Capitalist Honors': and included 

· workers in a New York sweatshop. The "Thecry /Prac­
tice" column printed excerpts from the Political-Philo­
sophic Letter entitled, "Counter-Revolution and Revolu· 
tion: Grenada, the Caribbean Tod~ty, and the Challenge 
from 30 Years of MovementS from Practice that were 
Themselves Forms of Theory," which had been written 
shortly after the invasion. We carried a picture of the 
opposition iri Grenada one year after its usucc2ss." .. -"" 
ARCHIVES AND REVOLUTION · 

Were it not for Dr. Philip A. Mason, Director of the 
Wayne State University Archives of labor and Urban 
Affairs,· asking to interview me on my Archives, · this 
would complete thG 30-Year R~trospective-Perspective. 
He i.~'Vited .. rnc. to give a lectur~ in .. iviarch ·of l!J85 ·in 
connection with an exhibit on my Archives which r.re 
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·on deposit at Wayne State Univendty. Becau~~e the Ar· 
chives are'integral to any retrospective ofNews & Let~. . 
ters, I Wish to briefly SunJ·Up in relation to that exhibit . 
WJd my talk,_In_askimt. me to aM.!!!!!~_t'he • .i..rcl-.i'.':::;,.Th;;" · ·· · · ·- · '' t"~;~~·~t~~:~?~~~~~ .-:.: R&ya-·nnnayev&kS.Yi -c.ouect~o~.: Ma.."':.iat+Humaniu~- · -
1941 'rei· Today, Its Origin s.nd Development in ihe 
U.S., .he wanted me to relate some of my early history, 
includii1g. wh~n ! _t::R-wne to .t.~~e Un.itetl States. 

Remembrance of things past, from the perspective of 
the more than 60 years that I have' been in this coun­
tr;; meant raviewing e~peri~nces in rel11tion to historic 
events whereby discontinuity a.,d continuity merge. Be­
cause my arrival in the UnitBd States aa a child from · 
Russia coincided with what was going on in the Palmer 
Raid2, in. the new Black_u.pri!ings, and·i."l a general ucul .. 
ture shock," this interrelationshlp of history and peroon­
al lifa disclosed that almoat as soon as I was here there 
was an identification with "Red" in grammar se.hool and 
soon a relation to the founding of the American N egTo 
Labor Congress and its paper, 'Fni; Negro Champion; 
Thus, a smile- came to my lips when I discovered that , 
the Chicago Tribune had in 1924 recorded rny strike at 
Cregier public school, and I could read, "Many of the 
strikers came on roller skates." We were thirteen-year-
olds. . 

'rhe talk I gave March, 1985 at WSU Archives was 
entitled "Dialectics of Revolution: America·n Roots and 
Marx's World Humenist Concepts"' was .deposited aa 
part ofmy Archives. Alii want to mention here is new 
things in the Exhibit which had not been in the Ar­
chives, not only the artic)e on the school strLlf:e from the 
Chicago Tribune, but a truly historic find, one issue of 
the Negro Chrunpion.• There was also s: photo Leon 
Trotsky inscribed to me as well as a photo of myself 
and Natalia Trotsky. 

At the reception after my talk, I had a ·chance to in-· 

7. ExcerpLs cf th;t;ik AS well as a rtport of' the E.Wbit and bilk wert 
printed in lhe April, 1985 Newo & Lett.oro. 

· 8. The U.S. CongreS8ional "IL"<! Files" gave an account of thC! founding 
. ~nvention of the Negro American :...bor Congrer.a: '"The Congress 
· 'opentd. Sund2.y P.ver..ing, Octobc:: 2S (running for 6 days} at l.he Metro. 
polita."1 Commutdty Center, 3118 Gil!i Avenue ... ~ntioN, due to the 
onergy· and t,.,ct of the Chicago btal committee of action, fittingly and 
distino:tively complied with the epl.rit of the first nntional meeting of 
Negro workera ever· COnvened in the Western world ... Tinm~cro':s ll)l-­
plause i!fttld Lovett Fort· White~ national organi:::er of :he (Ameri­
CI.n) Ntlll'G Lobor Congreao, when he •tep;>!d upon the platlonn to re­
ply to t.\e ~~~iii i:jf the evening on behalf of the r.ationd C(•ffimitttea 
~r the Congtn~." 
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troduce to the.' audien.ce· the widow of Charles· Denby,. 
Ethel Dui!ilar, as a writer in her own right. Sht>. imme:. · 
diately indentified herself as "Christine,'' t!w author of 
h~r ·~wn ~h$pt'J:~ Lll.Denl)y's i~digi!Ant H~a'"t:.A B!!!:clt 
Wo:!-ker'e Jouma!.::- ·· . _ - -_ . · 

The Exhibit spanneii"l:it~ decades from the 1920s to 
t..'te lSSOs. The Archives as originally banded . in to 
Wayne Stat~· beg!4"l -r.-"ith .. 1941; eicept: foi' corre8poiid-~­
ence from Leon Trotsky from the period 1937-38 when· I 
. was his secretary iu Mc>ico. That date 1!141 was the 
first publication of my writings on thG' theory of state­
capitalism.' Recently I have diszovered papers from the 
1920s and '30s 1111d have handed them in to my Ai­
rhives collection. The Exhibit i."lcluded and Archives 

·-now has a copy of my latest worlr~. Wcmen1e !..i~r=tio::l 
and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for the 
Future. 
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. The complete 10,000_ 1)896 • 

Raya Dunayevskaya Coilection , 
. I!.&! • • • •• • --, ''<"--~-- . 

Marxist-Humanism:····· 
A HalfeCentury of World Development· 

on deposit at the Wayne State. University 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Dotrolt, 

Michigan is available on microfilm. 

The collection includes the newly added: 

Volume XI: 19g1-19S~Dialectics--oi­
Revolution.: American Roots 

and World Humanist Concepts 

Volume XII: RetJ·osp8ctive and Perspective--. 
. 'l'he Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, 

1924-19811 

Five microfilm reals--$100 

=t"S'SS5fl!5; JS SSlSiS £! 

Also available: · 

The Guide to the· Raya Dunayevsil:aya Collection 
Prepared by News & Letters 

$2 

WlSIJ li5UISJ 

Order from News & Lettel'B 
59 E. Van BUEen, Rm. 707 Chicago, JL. 60605 
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An ongoing analysis of freedom activities 1!8 they are 
occurrinc-: · 

Subsc.tibe to News & Letters and Teceive each issue 
in t.'>e mail a• events ara unfolding. Givo us your 
story to he published in New• & Letters. Subscrip­
tions are available fur only $2.50 a yeur. 

• 

A Retrospectiue on the Events of Revolution and 
Counter-Revolution in the 1970s and 1980&-

.Bound volumes of News & ·Letters arc available for 
the years 1!!70-1977, and 1977-1984. $25 each . 

• 
o,. Microfilm-

Available from UrJvoi'Sity Microfilms International, 
300 Zeeb Road, Ami :'\rbor, MI 48100 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
__Iilea&e eDter my &ubscription for one yea ... llf Ni!!~! &: 
Letters. I enelose $2.50. · 

_PI~u•e make me u substainer subl!<lrlber to News & 
Letters. I will send $_monthly, 

!"lease •end me tbe·following bound vohunes of News 
& Uiitero. 1976-77_; 1977-84_; I enclose $25 for each 
boUlld volume. 

Name ...... : .............................. Addresa 

City .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. State ................... Zip : l ... · Send u.:News ~\Lo~':.:::. ~-~;~ur;,n, Room 707, ···· · 
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Marxist-Humanist Writings 
byRaya Dun@yevskaya 

'What makes H~gel E: contemporary 
- is what made hL-n ro alive tu !vtarx:­
.. "th• cogency of the diale<:tic or nega­

tivity for a period of proletariaD rev­
olution, as well as for the 'bL?t..h~tirne'­
of history in which Hegel lived." 

.$10.95 

T"nis Collection of writings _develops 
the dialectics of revolution which 
emerges f.I'Om JilM8e8 iri motion, in· 
eluding not only women :md men but 
all the forces-labor, youth, the 
Black dimension, as well as women,s 
liberation. $15.93 

"Duno.:~evskaya's bo·)k goes ~"-·"-~..,..,, 
the previous interpretations. It .~ ...... , lil""lll 
not only that Mor:rinn e<:oaomics a!ld 
politiC> aro throughout phi!03ophy, 
but thst the latter is irom the begin­
ning economics and 901itics." 
-Herbert Matcuse $10.95 

II 
'."';:;:::_-:-;;;_~ 

trnnsportetion of reality remaina 
& woof of the Mar:rinn dia­

diale<:ticai principle will 
ib!elf, I hope, to be the unifying 
for all three parte of the book., 

tl,e Aut'!!or's Introdu.ction 
UO.C5 

Order frnm r;.,.. i Letten, 69 E. Vu 

Rm. 101, Chleqo, n 6f6M 
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of the Black Dimension 

· · -1/ atiO;; alism., Communism.;· 
Marxist-Humanism and 

Afi-o-Asian Revolutions 

b~RayaDfu~~~~~fuctionl 1984 edition contains new 
$1.25 

American Civilization on 
Black Masses as Vanguard 
Statement of the National Editorial 

l!oald of News & Leturs (1963, 1970, 
$2 

Indignant Heart: 
A Black Worker's Journal 

by Chnrles 
(Editor News & Letters, 195i5-1983 

$7.50 

Frantz Fanon, Soweto and 
American Black Thought 

by Lou Tumor and John Alan 

1986 exp•nded edition includes 
-introrlucticn by co-authors and 

Dunayevsluiya, Appendices on 
Negrit<.de and Language by Rene 
Depi>stre and N!;'•gi ,;·a Thiong'<> 

$3 

Order from News 
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n-._. , -- . ·:: .. ··..... . .. _ ... _ . : - - -·-- .. ,,_ --.--·:--·.--_;;· ·;: 
·naya llUnayevs/laya is tke founder o{the p~ilosophy of _, 

._M~rXist-Ifum_anisiJ!.i~ lhe United States.' H~r extens_ive'wrieiiigs_-~::~--are. On ___ depoSit ~fl(the --WC:y::e· 'Stal~ -Uniuersi.tj -At:chiV~ii. OlLabOT 
and_Urban Affairs,•under the litk, "The Raya Dunayevakaya ·-·· 
Coll~ction':.._Marxiat-Humani;sm: A Half-Century of Worlil De' . . '' 

· velopnient." ThiS va;;t collir.iion ran{jeii {rorii theJ920s and the 
1937-38 pEricd when she. was R!#!sian Sec~etiuy to Leon Trotsky· · 
during his exile in Mexico; through l!er br·eak with Trotsky at -
.the outbreak of World War II, when iihe worked out the anal.y· 
sis of Ruasia as. a state:capitalist society from original sources; 
to her founding of the global concept of Marxist-Human~nt in 

·. the /)O'st- World War!J-1950s. Her works demon.•trate th? con­
cretizatiOii of that. philoso,;i.y in all ·th.e freedom movements· of · 
our era-whether of labor, women, youth or th~ Blqck dimen­
sion. Among her major works are. the following books_ and pam, 
.phlets: iUlll'll:ism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today 
(1958); Nationali&m, Communism; Marxist-Humanism and 

·the Afro-Asian Revolutions (1959, 1961, 1984); Philosophy 
_and Revolutiol:t, from Hegel to Sartre and ft·om Marx to 

. Mao --(197.1)·. 'MP-'ao ("' ... ...,;+ .. l- .. - ... u .. "'•u"u·· .. ··y's. r1•1o•o' oi •-;n•sJ's' ··-- .. -,I 1.11----- .... -...... &.1-A - ...... QJl v 

(1978); Roaa Luxemburg, Women's I.iberation and Man:'s 
Philosophy <Jf Revolution (1982); Dialecties of Revolution: 
American Roots sad World Humanist Concepts (1985), co­
aut.hored with Eugene· Walker, Michael Connolly, Olga Doman· 
ski; ar<d Wonie1~'s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu· 
tion: Rl!nehing fur the Future (1985). 

News & Letters was founded in. 1955, tl:e year of the De­
troit wildc:xts against AutomatiOn and the Montgomery Bw 
Boycott against seg;-egatum-actir,ities which signaled a new 
mo~ement from practice whidi was itself a {om, of theory. The 

·paper, .edited by the' Black autoumrker Charles Denby, was es­
---~~~l~h_ed _so ,that !he _ tl(}iCe8 of rc::olt from. be loUr ''ould be hi!ard 
· not separated from the articulation of a philosophy of Iibera· tion. . . 

News and Letters Committees, an organization of 
Marxist-Humanists, st>Jnds for the abolition of capitalism, · 
w,..etiler itz its private property form as in the U.S., or ,its ctate 

' ; 
'I . I 

' 

i 

' 

· property fonn as in Russia or China. Wa oppose the class-
i , ~d, racUt ar4 sexist societies worldwide. We stand for !he 

-.. __ cJ.eveJcipme~t of new hum~ _relallon~_b'ased_on. t~~-pri::cipleo·ur- --·--
",'' '"M~'a HlimiiniSm re~reaieci for our day. . . . ~ ... ,. 
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