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Note from the cuthor: The chianged world of today is
expressed on the one hand in the great new uprisings in
South Africo, South Korea, Huiti and the Philippines.
and, on the other, in its exact opposite—counter-revolu-
tion spearheaded by Ronald Reagan, includirig the mos:
ominous U.S. imperialist adventures in Libye. It is ihis
which makes it urgent not alone to fight Reaganism,
bui v creaie new vigions of the future in the present.
Reagan’s turning back of the clock has been carried out

“in the 19805 on all fronts—cgainst civil righis, labor,
and Women’s Liberation at home, as well as bolstering
(and gathering intelligence forj the Botha regime in

-South” Africa, which is now. engaged in o civil war .
against the unarmed Black masses. It is imperative that
while we conduct the fight against Reaganism on the
grourd of the immediate situation, we at the same time
‘relatz how precisely this objective situation demanded a
retrospective-perspective of the history of News & Let-

 ters and o I980s view of the Marxist-Humanist Ar-
chives, Both are seen here in the context of objective
events as far back cs the 1930s. The myriad global cris- -
es right now have been the spur to o re-examination of
the whole nuclear world since World War II. That i
the reuson for the tiile of this pamphlet. J '
: . o ~— Raya Dunayevskaya
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-versity sudience, March 21, 1985 on the Marxist.
. Humanist Archives '

HE MARCH 21, 1985 lecture, “Dialectics of Revo-

4 lution: American Roots-and Marx’s World Human.

ist - Concepts,” that the Wayne State University Ar-
chives of Labor and Urban Affairs sponsored, was the
occazion at which I handed in new material for: the

years .1281-85, and promised to bring the Collection up -

- . through the end of 1835, In the process of my working
== on° Marxist-Fumnanist - Perspeciives - for - 198586, the




Marxxst Humamst archivist, Michsel Lonnolly, mformed. -
me. of newly discovered materials dating back to the -
mid-1920s. When 1 looked at the U S, Congressmnal
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Red Files” on the luduums Coit cuuuu -of the-Ame

-' cew e ® -
L VAR T OACKR e e

can Negro Labor Congress, the vivid memory. of my ar-
rival in the US. during the Palmer Raids against

“Reds” and Negroes in the post-World War I period
“‘cuma back to me. That was not because my memury in-

stantly recalled what happened over a half century ago. -
No, the spur to the remembrance of things past was’

the presem Reagan’s ongoing retrogressionism and his-

super-patriotic fanaticism ol calling each revoluhonary

" pational ‘independence movement “Commuinist,” as he

does all dissidents st hore. Counter-revolutions have a

wey of repeating themseives during world Ci‘nSéS,’ whsth-

. er in the Palmer Raids in the 1220s, or in the rise of

McCarthyism in the post-World War 1L peried fo

period fc Nowing .. -

the 1949 revolution in China and the creat_mn of .apar- .
theid South Afiica. The struggle now makes it impera-
tive :itn trace the ahisolute.oprosiie of the counter-revo-
lution—the revolutions in thought as weli as in fact.
Our epoch is crucial, not alone because that challenge is
the task of this generation, but ‘because in those three
decades of 'the post-World War 11 world there arose a
movement from practice that was itself a form of theo-

That movemeént challenged the theoreticians to weork
out sc new a velationship of practice to thecry as to
have that unity achieve a totzlly new stage. To get a
feeling for the revoluticnary opposition in the 1920s, see
Section [, Part A, especially the documents on the Neg-

_ ro Champion, the organ of the American Negro Labor

Congress, on which I worked. Thus, America's Black Di-
mension, far from being broken by the post-World War
1 riots against them, gave rise, at one and the same

“time, to both the largest mass movement of Blacks ever
“in the U.S,, Garveyism, and to the American Negro-La--

bor Congress, which expressed the Russian Revolution

“in'its internationalism.

“Black/Red"” was also pivetal in the iaber struggles of

‘the 1930s, which transfurmed the industrial face of the

nation with the creation -of the ClQ. Before the CIO,
howpver, the labor struggles reached their highest point’

_in; the. San Francisco general strike -of 1934, While San
: Franczsco had a.waya been a union town, the strike
.-poeed -not just.a union question or a strike
. mdpstry.—the lqngshoremen—_-bnt a_pelitical, revolution:

in.a single
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ary, general strike in which 1 was very active. T was
then the organizer of the Spartacus Youth Club in Los
Angeles.. In order to show that these types of revolu- .
‘tionary strikes, far.from heing “foreign,” na the Hearst .
papers were screaming, were very American, 1 wrofe an
ariicle for the Young Spartacus (June; 1934} which
went back to the railroad strikes of the 1870s, concen-

. trating on the very firgt genaral ‘strike in St Louis— -
. 1877—when “the strikers took possession of the city and . -

ruled for an entire week.” .o _
‘The Depréssion certainly shaok up America, and the
strike struggles of the 1930s created both industrial un-
ionism and introduced new paths in cognition itself, Far
from pragmatisn and American thought being one and
the same, Marxian dialectics was very much on the.
American scene and was reflected in the multifaceted -
discussions engaged in by workers as well as intellectu-.

- als. 1 experienced this when 1 was conducting classes in
Los Angeles on Marxism for youth. I then returned to -
the Midwest, East and finally to Washington, D.C.
{ditchhiking was' the main mode of transportation in
those' years). C - o

- DY 1936, WHEN I was living in‘Washingtor, D.C,, 1
A Pbecame active in support of sharecroppers’ struggles

“in the South. Interracial relationships became a key
question during the Depression. In Washington, D.C,, -
for example, which was still a “Jim Crow” town except
for streetcars, Ralph Bunche--then chairman of the Di-
vision of Social Sciences at Howard University—was in-
stiinmental in establishing, with the Communists, & new
National Negro Congress, and helped the sociglists, who
had organized the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, to
establish the Washington Committee to Aid Agriculturel
Workers as a support group for the 1436 Arkansas
sharecroppers’ strike. (See my “Two forgotten pages of
Raiph Bunche’s life story,” News & Letters, March,
1972} I was a membor of this committes, which includ-
ed Carter G. Woodson, founder of the Journal of Neg-
ro History, and Prof, Dorsey, a political economist at
Howard, who was to become the Washington chairman
of the International Defense Committee for Leon Trot-
sky in 1937. The Black Dimension here opened the two-
way road betwean the U.S. and Africa for me, especially

since Nnamdi Azikwe wes then in the U.S. writing his
Renascent Africa. '

Pedite )

. - Along with these new: findings from the 1920s and -

~ 1930s first being introduced inte the Raya Dunayeveks-
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ya& Collection, I want to add also to the section on my’

work as Russian secretary to' Leon Trotsky in 1937-38. . @
-The three pieces I translated. on the. Spanish - Reveld. - .o 5
" tion, “and - Leon Trotsky’s. letter of dJan. 5, 1938, to

Shachtman, which. informed ‘Shachtman ' thet I was

translating part of Trotsky’s work, How the Revolution
. Armed Ttaelf, wore all pert of making the 1317 Russian - -
" Revolution so relevant to the 1937 Spanish Revolution
that Trotskyists should becorme both active participants
and theoreticians, In a word, what the Trotsky letter
doesn’t say is that it was done for the Spanish revolu-
., tionaries 80 that they couid have the 1917 ground for
the 1937 Revolution. - o :
~‘The same type of ground for current {1937} activity-
in South Africa was attempted by Trotsky in his intro-'
duction to the Southk African publication of Mary's
Communist Manifesto on the 90th anniversary of its
writing, N T N
"On the other hand, the shock of the Hitler-Stalin
Pact in 1939, followed by the outbreak of World War II
and Trotsky's call for the defenss of Russia, signalled
the beginning of the ‘end of world Trotskyismn. The
many - tendencies ~that sprang up within Trotskyism
questicned the very nature of the Russian state and the . .
Russian economy, rather than just the political bureau- -
-cratization that Stalin introduced and that Trotsky had
fought. < .
_ I plunged 'into the study of all the Russian Five-Year
Plans. (The most valuable research work was done in
the Slavic Division of the New York Public Library, the
Library of Congress, and Hoover Institute in California.)
at the new additions to dccuments on the theory of
state-capitalism reveal is that, at the same time I was
engaged in research on the Russian economy of 1928-39,

T was translating for myself philosophic works of Marx,
* .those that were listed by Brazanov

AsL LW YGZATIOV A8" “Prepa'ratbry
Works for The Holy Family” and which we now know as
the famous Humanist Essays, as well 25 Lenin's Ab.
stract of Hegel’s “Science of Logic.” My translations
have now "been found ‘in their very first form. (See
#8845.) In a word, the relationship between philosophy
and economics was intensified. Indeed, by the 1540s I
saw philosophy as inherent in new revolutionary.
forces—labor, Black, ‘women, youth. _ _
. Thus the studies in state-capitaliem” were. integral to
“the intensified ‘activities in the 1940s with, once again,
the Black® Dimension being pivotal. See especially the
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< . documents. on.my- debate with Ceolidge (Ernest Rir,fé
~ McKinney), # 9008. The Schemburg Collection was the -
.. place where 1 did much of my research on Black Ameri--

- ca, which was' reflected in my 1948 sarticle, “Maintain

‘the Schomburg Collection!”

"I'N 1947 THE Fourth International allowed me to

- -capiesent the theory:of state-capitalism ‘at their world
" conference in Prauce.’! debated Ernest Mandel (Ger-
rain} there. What is most memorable from the trip
was, however, not the Trotskyists but the meeting with

a Camerounian who told me of the revolution they had
‘when the Germans left and the “Free French” were -

going to return. (See my 1947 letters, # 661.) _

- When I completed the translation of Lenin’s Abstract

of Hegel's “Science of Logic” in 1949, I looked for &
publisher 7or it, knccking on many doors and meeting

with the Columbia University Russiarn Department, but

publication had to wail until 1957 with my Marxism

_aud Freedom. The manv letiers in this nerind diecloga

- the relationship of philosophy and economics—specifi-

cally of Hegel's Science of Logic to Marx’s Capital—

and connect thase studies to - tha lottere T st

[
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ers on the general strike in 1950. These reveal that I
was changing the form of my work on state-capitalism
and Marxism to what became Marxism and Freedom,
(See Section I for the letters of this peried.) .
It all resulted in the break-up of the ‘state-capitalist -
tendency known as “Johuson-Forest,” &nd the critique
~of all post-Marx Marxists. I called for a re-arganization
of Marxist groupings, and the theoretical work that re-
sulted in 1957-58, Marxism and Freedom, spclled its
aim out as re-esteblishing Marxism in its origing] form, -
which Marx cglled a “thorough-going Naturalism or Hu-
manism.” That period saw my first attempt to make an
outline” of what would become the Marxist-Humanist
-Arciuves. (See # 9357) S
The whole question of the relationship of any engoing
event with the past; with the very concept of Archives,
depends on the twe opposite words—continuity and dis-
continuity. Wherees only great divides in epochs, in cog-
nition, in personality, are crucial, and may relate to
turning peints in history, no discontinuity can really
achieve that. type of new epechal “moment” unlesa it
has established continuity with the historic course of
Naturally, the significance of Archives {or any Marx-
ist-Humanist hes, as ground, what we fearned from
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Marx’s Archives, especially from the writings in his last -
decade, and especially the Ethnologicsl Notehooks
“which were first transcribed in 1972. That work cast a
tota]}y new illumination both on Marx’s multi-linearism
as it relates_to his studies of pre-capitalism and indeed

3
_ on the whole couree of human development. Thezs No-

tebooks 'so integrally related the *new moments” of
Marx’s last decade that it made it possible.to grasp
Marx's Marxism as a totality. In a word, the new mo-
ments of his last decade, and the very first writings of
his break from capitalism and. his founding of a whole
new continent of thought and of revolution in 1843-44,
. were one continuous development of what Marx called .
-8 “New Humanism.” This is the reason why we consid-
ered the 1880s a “trail to the 1980s.”-Put d:fferently. _
neither the first nor the last of Marx's new moments
were a question of something that happened in‘the 19th -
century, but became an imperative for our age. -
- TE A0 RETURN 'TC 1938, that was the year DeGaulie™ -
came to power in France and I saw, at one and the
same time, a new form of fascism and the imperative .
need for new international relations of these who op-
"posed both poles of rapitalism—U.S. and. Russiz—
whether they held fully to the theory of state-capitalism
or not. A correspondence developed with Battaglin Co-
munista in Italy (Onoratc Damen); Munis, a Spamsh
exile; Chaulieu and Vega, as well as.Jean Malaquais in
France; and Harry McShane in Britain. An Internation-
&l Conference was held in Milan, Italy, in November
1959, and I made a trip to Europe to attend and hold
other discussions. I had in my hand for the trip Marx-
ism and Freedom as well as our new namphiet, Na-
tionaliam, Communism, Marxist-Humanism end_ the
Afro-Asian Revolutions, and I insisted that all those
-who attended had to focus on the new . revolutions . in
the Third World. I asked that the African comrades be
invited. (I continued corresponding with Africans until I
went to.Africa in 1962, and they helped map my trip to
Nigetia, (Gthana, Senegal, and the Gambiza.)

The European International Conference itself, while
nct grounded in philosophv Marxist-Humanist or other-
wise, and not agreeing with 1y analysis of the very new
African Revolutions, did epprove my motion to continue

- discussion on a regular basis in the Italian journal, Pro-
meteo. Out of this trip,"a Marxist-Humanist group was
established in Britain, headed by Harry McShane.

The p:votal noints of my address to the International
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- Conference were further developed in the 1960 Thesis,:
“The World Crisis and the Theoretic Void,”. which was
published in Italian and French in Prometeo, the publi-
cation of the Interrational Center of Correspondence.
_{Onorato Damen had ‘introduced me to the publisher La ... .
. Nuovo Italia, which published the Italian edition of
Marxism and Freedom.) That special section ‘of Pro-

meteo continued to publish my articles, which included
my critique of Luremburg’s Aecur on of Capital;
as well as cne on the Cuban Missile Crisis. .~ "
[ HE 1950S ‘WERE as turbulent in thé U.S. as ‘any-
where else in the world and the new voices from.
-below are well enough recorded in the Raya Dunay-
eviskaya Collection from the Freedom Riders Speak
for Themselves to the Free Speech Movement, and
the Negro Revolution. {I co-authored. the latter with
Free Speech Movement leader Mario Savio and Eugene
Walker from the Mississippi freedom schools.) The
~ Black Dimension was by no means just an American"
. questien; the African Revolutions initiated a new world
epoch, indeed a new world, the Third World. Whereas =~ = .
ihe Eurvpean Internationai Conference hadn't followed =
- My suggestion to invite some African revolutionaries, I
followed through with the Africans 1 met in England,
especially Dixon Colley of the Gambia who had chaired
ray meeting in London. . IR
The new correspondence that is now being added in-
cludes communication with Leopeld Senghor, Sekou
Toure, and Nnamdi Azikwe, as well as the letter to
Thomes Kanza, UN Ambassador from the Conge, on
_the death of Patrice Lumumba. The trip to' West Africa
in 1962 is thus now more fully. documented and shows
more then just the fact that Presence Afiicaine pub-
“lished my article “Marxist-Humanism,” whick I had
criginally titled “African Socialism: Why not 2 New In-
ternational?” That didn’t impedé my activities and writ-
ings on the American scene, as witness the new contrib-
utions we now make of my articles for The Activist, the
student journal at Oberlin College for which I was both
sponcor and writer, as well as a critic of some of their
writings, like that of Tracey Strong on China, =
The Third World was naturally not only Africa, but
also Latin Americe, Asia and the Middle Esst. Most rel-
evant and important here is my correspondence with
Silvio Frondizi, the gveat Argentinian independent
Marxist who was murdered by the fascist regime. He
had in fact translated Marxism and Frecdom, but was
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. unable to publish it, Nearly all of my major works have"
" now been translated and published in Spanish. Erich
- Fromm was instrumental in introducing my work to tha
" publishing house, Siglo XXE, I
~ The section on the battle of ideas speaks well encugh
for itself, whether it is correspondence with Silvie Fron-
dizi or Alisdair MacIntyre, with. Erich Froram or Peter
* Bergmann, Jean Malaquais or Paul Piccone, Dixon Col-
ley or John O'Neill, or even C.L.R. James and Grace
Chin Lee, or whether it was with Leon Trotsky,. or Yo-
shimasa Yukiyama. Indeed, the comespondence and
some of the interviews would result in a chapter within
a book itself, I am referring to a 1965 Hong Kong inter-
. view which became a part of a chapter of Philosophy
and Revolution. The Chinese refugee I interviewed,
“Jade,” was so taken with my chapter “The Challenge
. of Mao Tse-tung” in Marxism and Freedom that she
translated it into Chineze and sent it to the under-
ground at Peking University, where she had been a stu.
-dent, That was in 1966, at the beginning of the Cultural
Revolution. o
The trip I made to Japan has been reported in the
Raya Dunayevskaya Collection before, but the new that
is added now is especially important for two reasons. It
watn't only my Marxiam and Freedom that was trans-
leted and published in Japan, but alsn News & Letters
pamphlets like Charles Denby's Workers Battle Auts-
maijon -and other naw voices from the Bleck Revolu-
tion. The Zenshin (the Japan Revolutionary Communist
League) sponsored my many lectures throughnut the Is-
ll_zlmt:lsI Also new is the typescript. of my talk in Jepan on
Hegel. . : :

WHAT IS OF THE essence in the 170s were the
new open doors in acedemia in the U.S. In 1970,

. the year.of the 200th anniversary of Hegel's birth and
- 100th of Lenin’s, the battle of idess kept crisserpssing

i MAUUS!.IJE

between the Left and academia, The specific essay
‘which was to attract special attention wss “The Philo-
sophic Ambivalence of Lenin,” which became the basis
for my talk to a conference of the then young New Left
philosophic journal, Telos. The Yugozlav journal Praxis
then reprinted it, and so did the Italian journal Aut
Aut. That work was not just on Lenin, but on Hegel,
" acd it becarne & part of the seciion in FPhilosophy and
_ Revelution cn “Why Hegel? Wny Now?”" This allowed
~me 1o present a peper at the 1974 conference of the He-
- gel Society of America. What is new in Volume XIT is

11460
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the documentation of the critique;s of my -vieWs:"qn He-

gel that came. from old radicals like Peter Bergmann -

(1974) as well as a critique. of my interpretation of He-

hizs Retroat fiae: 1.

-gel's Absolute Method by George Armstrong Kelly in -

irom Eleusis (1578). 1 answered Keliy in.

the introduction to my. 1982 edition of Philosophy and

) Rc_n{olution. Also new is my letter to Bertell Ollman in a
cnitique of the academic classes in sociulism, especially -

Marx's Capital. -

The 19703 were in general characterized by & new -

passion for a philosophy of revolution. On the one hand,

. it wes gpurred by the fact that the 1960% revolutions.
“had been aborted. at their highest point, 1968. On the

other hand, it was the very counter-revolution of the

~early 1970s against Vietnam, when both Russia and Chi-_ _‘
ue weore rolling cut the red carpet for Nixon, that made

the youth, the Black Dimension, and even some oid

radicals begin to ask questions serious enough to have
them attempt to work out a new philosophy of revelu--

tion for their sge. At any rate, they were ready to listen

..And not to dismiss theoreticians on Any superficial basis . -
of age. Rather, they themselves wanted to see a conti- _

nuity as well as a discontinuity in Marxism.

This became the more intense when finally Marx's
Ethnological Notebocks were teanscribed in the 1970s
and the whole question of the relation of technologically

advanced - countries to underdeveloped countries was °

seen in & new light—the nuwlti-linearism of Marx-—as he
tumned anew to the idea of pre-capitalist socisétics and

the then new science of anthropology. Just as -this new
_Objective/subjective ‘situation led us to create the cate- -

gory of “post-Marx Marsism™ as a pejorative in the
1982 publication of Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Libera-
tion and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, so the 1083
Marz Centenarv Tour, with this work in hand, opened
new doors, especially in the Black Dimension and Wom-

“en's Liberation. B

A TDDATYIF T74 Rfrarr

LREADY HANDED IN at the March 21, 1985 jec-
Ature—though ~we then only had page proofs—was

my latest book, Womer's Liberation and the Dialce.

tics of Revolution. Whare it covered 35 years on the

“single subject of women’s liberatien, I have now com-
] :

pleted my “30-Year Retrospective/Perspestive of News
& Letters” which is the history of Marxist-Humanism
in the U.S.—the peper, the organization, and the philo-

sophic works, as well as the pamphiets. At the present
_moment T am_ in the process of workis g

ETE

et ]
on my-hieil-
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book, Dialectics of Organization: Philosophy, the
-“Party,” axd Opposite Forms of Organization Born -
Out of Spontaneity. N . B :
" The Black Dimension, which was central:in News &
Letters from its birth with a Black production worker,
Chatles Denby, as its editor, remains intrinsic to our
bedy of ideas and has just been spelled out again in our -
latest publication, a new expanded edition of Franiz Fa-
non, Soweto and American Black Thought. Thia
booklet includes appendicez on Negritude and Language
by Rene Depestre and Nzugi wa Thiong'o as well as my
Political-Philosophic Letter, “Grenada: Counter-Revolu-
tion and Revoluticn.” Tt as well includes this recent
communicaiion we received directly from a group of
" South African revolutionaries: o S
“We can understand why the Marxist-Humanists felt
a need to call themselves not just Murxists but Marist-
Huwnanist, because the humenism has been removed
from Marx to such an extent that people thought they
could- coma with -certein theories amd jdessijust from
the top—-the intellectuals theorizing and telling the peo-
ple how to liberate themselves.”
) - - Februuary 28, 1986
8

Posiscript, April 10, 1986 —

Between the time (February) when Volume XII was
handed in for microfilming, and ite release for public
view by Wayne State University Archives of Labor and
Urban Affairs (April), News & Letters has created a
new cover for the Guide to the entire twelve-volume
collection. This new title for the Raya Dunayevskaya
Collection~—"Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of its
World Development”—reflects the range of the new dis-.
coveries of old manuscripts predating 1041, ee well as
extending the collection to 1985/86. Put differently, the
19308 are the focal point now. The Depression signaled
the end of private capitalism, while out of the Spanish
Civil War there emerged a new kind of revelutionary
‘who posed questions not only against Stalinism but
‘sgainat Trotskyism, indeed ageinst all cstablished

_ Marxists. The 1981 Introductory Note to the Archives
- repeats what we said when we first handed in the Coal--
léction  in. 1969: “The entive collection is divided inte
two parts. Fart One covers Marxist-Humanisin in its or-
jgin as State-Capitelist = theory..Part Two...covers the

L S -12—  , 11462”
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period 1865 to 1981, and details the developmenti of

Marxist-Humanism" as organization and as philosophy.

With the addition of Volume XII, the new cover more
oo fully veflects: the whole rangs, “Marvist-Humanism: A .

Han~_Centu1y=of I_ts Werld Development.”.

5

N FR T O TN Rt

it

FTROSEE

N

-
:
Y
;
&
?

g
% “_
% q
i
[

-

ow i e

by

o! . W

pe
s T A
Y B




 Charles Denby, Editor
News & Letters 1955 - 1983
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" From the Birth of News &
Letters, 1955, to Marxism and
Freedom, 1957

- n ; “horF AL 3 ‘ .t .
.= ¥ith the eyes of 1385, ths idea of 2 Marzint-Humen

ist paper,rbegm.rgtn;f pul;!icatiou June, 1955, when Me-
Carthyism w | ‘raging, seems, strangely enough,
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very todayish, Ths idea of & stuggle for freadom that
would make inseparable theory and practice, and have - .-
that relation as the determinant, does indeed remiain sn . -

imperative in Reagan's retrogreasive USA. . »7.° ©.o0 .
. The thres post-World War II decades, 1955-1985, not *,
- only tested -Marx’s philosophy of liberation when one .-
- must fight under the. whip of counter-revelution, bat
- also ‘'saw the émergense: of new passions and forces op- -
Pozing capitalist-imperialism, Thus was signified - the
dawning of a new epock, .. - - T
~To examine the first year of cur existence, especially
the first issue of News & Lotters (N&L), will revesl,
. first, what we heard, and gecond, the meening we gave
to what we heard by declaring it to be “a movement .
from practice that is itself a form of theory.” It is this
we held to be the challenge which theoreticians must
- dace in working out the dialectic philosophy of the age.
"~ The uniqueness of the simultaneity of ‘act and of’
thought in. the 1950s—in such events as the 1949.5¢
Miners’ General Strike and the 1953 East German Re-
volt—was a spur to the publication of News & Lettors, -
‘Thus we set aside 2 specific section entitled “Coal #nd
- 1ts People,” which we explained in an article in the first
issue, “A Coal Secticn because...” That section had been
born from the kind of guestions posed by that 1945-50
Miners’. GGeneral Strike against Automation, which was
then merely known as the struggle againat the introdue-
tion of a new kind of machine, “the continuous miner,”
into the coalfields, In battling what the miners called a
“man-killer,” the miners insisted they were not interest-
ed mainly in the question of wages. Rather, they asked:
. what kind of labor man should-do. Why wea there such -
a big division between thinking snd doing? = - o
~In 1953, in a very different country, Bast Germany,
there was a rebeilion against “work norms” (speed-up).
Here the workers coupled. their economic demande at. L

the point’ of production with the political demand for
freedom. It was the first-ever general strike from under
Communist totalitarianism. Their slogan was “Bread
and Freedom.” ‘This new battle spread through East
Eurcpe. It came to a climax in the Hungarian Revolu-
tion of 1956, which brought onto the present historic
stage philosophic questions that had been raised in
Marx’s Humanist Essays of 1844, = - L .
- Issue number one of News & Letters demonstrated =
;7 our -international - dimension in its ‘very appearance in
June, 1955, to commemcrate tho second abniversary of
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 the June 17th Bast Germen Revolt. This was discussed. -
'in our *“World Comment”. section of this firet issue, Qur.

itnrial .. P ST YT B
editorial . "Why Wa fwmean . szmeansed o potottonotg

our readers as writers here in America, The uniqueness

of our paper was manifested in the following: .~ . .
1. The editors weya two workers, Johnny Zupan and:
Charles ' Denby.  Charies Denby, a Black" production
worker, was: 800n to become the sole editor, This was -
the first time ever that & U.S, Black production worker
became the editor of a Marxizt paper. .- .
2. Nor was the Black Dimension limited to ecitorship.
The very firat issue of N&L reproduced a picturs of
jeri, a Kenyan woman who was & central figure in the
Mau Mau struggle for freedom from British imperial.”
ism. It was to her that the booklet, a?“mpla of Eenya

Spesrk for Themselves, was dedicated.!

The year 1955 was filled not enly with McCarthyism,
but with racism of the most barbaric kind—as witnéss
the murder of Emmett Till. Always seeing the new op-

- positien, the absoluie opposite of the barbarism, is the
only way to know how to fight in 2 positive way." Thus,
our front page srticle, Oct, 5, 1855, was ot just a report
of the horrors of Till's murder, but of the Black mass
reaction to it. When the Montgomery Bus Baycott
broke out iater that same year, our editor, Charles Den-
by, went to Alebama to meet with the participants in
that ‘bus boycott. What we presented in the pages of
N&L was a report of the beginnings of the Black Revo-
iution. It became crystal clear that this movement
wasn't the act of any aingle individual but was masses

.in motion—what we would later call Black 'masses as
vanguard. . c : _

3. The category of Women's Liberation as Reason &s
well as revolutionary force was seen in N&L from the “

_stari. 1t was not elone that a Black woman, Ethel Dun-
bar, authored a column she called “We Are Some-
body"?, but that N&L had no less than two other wom-
en columnists—Jerry Kegg on the Labor page and

L. I have read innumerable “erudite,” “scholarly” atudies that spezk of
-Koinangs's book 13 if the date it was finally publisked commercially was
- the {ime when the story of the Mau May struggle was revealed, The

truth is thut we had tried very hard to get an established publisher be.

fore we undertook our own publication. Koinange thought he had Meh..

Tu's premise 1o do so. But indeed, other than oursclves, none were will-

ing to undertzke publication. | . :

"2, How long was'it before Jemme Jacknon made A category out of “We
_ Are Somebody™? By then Dunbar had changed the title of her column
lo emphasizg its international dimenrion, calling it “Way of the World "
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Angela Terrano, who was also &) worker. wntmg B col- _
~umn called “Working for Independence,” . first on the S
-Youth page and later on the Labor. page. :
"""4. 'The Youth column was then written by Robert El--

lery, who edited the page and cailed his colvxan “Think.
ing It Gut.” He later wrote the front page article which -
clearly showed that, far from the youth being o “Beat
‘Generation,”  they were in fact a new forco of revolu-
“tion—"Rebels With A Cause,” (N&L, Feb. 5, 1957) -

: « - 5. To bs noted as pivoial as well was the section de-

" wvoted to “Readers’ Views” which wes created to give
priority not merely to letters to the editor, hut aiso to
unwritten letters, ie., to views of non-members, often
only. spoken.. ’I‘he purpose of this section was to vaveni
what people thought and said of the world, and of their

.. own livea, which would not depend on whether or noi
they were writers. Rather, it was a question of our
members nesding {0 be alert to what the masses said to

. each ‘other, what they thought, how they felt, whether
at work or just on public {ransportation, Involved here
‘iz the whole concept of oral history. This will be fully
developed for the coming Plenum by our Natiorial Co-
O:gamzer, -Michael Cennolly, v.ho is the edltor of the
Readers’ Viewa pages, -

€. An "MD" column was written by a doctor. 1t did
not limit itself to medical problems, though central to
the column would be specific questions about industrial
fllnesses and about the social nature of iliness. Thus,
the MD column dealt with such other topics as a re-.
view of Herbert Marcuse’s Eros and Civilizetion

(N&L, Feb. 5, 1957); and a series of four ariicles devel-
oped 2 view of “The Biological Basis of Marnst-Hu-'
manism.” (N&L, April-October, 1960)

- 7. Finally, there was my column, “Two Worlds,”
which had an overline, “Notes-from 2 Diary,” and was,

gt ﬁm’ “““‘"P.S(‘..-M;’-ﬁ‘.'st ou\l“mw .-l..n'll- .-_LI. ‘l‘l atter.

Writing and the New Pasazons" that srgna]led the hlrth
of a new epoch. -

Tn 1955 our very first conference, which had declded
to publisk this paper, News & Letters, edited by work.
ers, had’ at the same time assigned mea to complete the
study of Marzism that I had been working on for a dec-
ade. It would be called Marxzism and Freedom and
would articulate both the American roots. of Marxism .
“and Marx's world Humanist concepta. It would not be

_ completed until 1957. Before its appearance, however,
- we did issue our very first pamphlet, which reproduced -
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in mlmeograpl'ed form my translatlon of Lumns Phﬂo-, o
* sophic Notebooks, which had never been aveilable in . -
. English’ before. That same pamphlet contained, as well,_’_ _
my May, 1953 Letters on Hegel's Absolute Idea. Itism
.these letters that I held that inherent in Hegel's Abso-
lute Tdea #s a unity of theory and practwe was the

nrescnoe of 4 Tovement feom -ngnnl-lm

I felt that in our age, when the workers movement"”
from practice had manifested iiself as a form of theory,
it was the task of Marxists to face this new reality in -
such a'way ‘thut all relations between workers and intel-

- lectuals - change. . One manifestation of that was that
workers became editors. But that did not mean that.
there would be nn work for the intellectusals who wery
revolutionary and who partxc:patea with the workers in

" all their actions. Here is what I wrote in my “Two.

Worlds” column of Aug. 5, 1955, about the upigue com- .
bination of worker and mtaliectual that N&L was estab-
lishing. We insisted that this was “the practice of the.

breakdown of the ‘most monstrous divisicn of all—the
division heétween 1nental and manual lebor..The intel-
lectual must be attuned to hecr thet movement from
practice to theory. This iz the nub..Thecreticians
cannot be bystanders to a paper that mirrors the work-
ers’ thoughts and activities ss they happen.”. _

This ' concaption became historically as well a8 cur- -
rently alive ae the East Buropean tovolts reached their
first climax in the Hungarian Revolution of 1966. Alo:
with - establishing ‘Workers Councils at the point g%

production, instead of the stite-controlled unions, that
-revolution, as well, sow the appearance ‘of innumersble
newspapers and, as I mentioned above, the 1844 Hu-
manist Essays of Marx were brought onto the hmtonc-
stage ‘a3 a cogent point of dizcussion. It wae precisely
those Essays which we had translsted in the 3940s, had

bnan l-nnblc .'s ﬁ d " -Il"'l‘lﬂ,'lﬂ‘- ‘n- gn.-' ml'“n‘! A had”

A AR Ik - A LLR=

decided ' to include ae an appendn to’ Marxism and
Freedon, which was just then being completed. -
Just as my breakthrough on the Absclute Idea, where.
1 had smgled out the movement from practice, set the
" gtructure for Hiarxism ané Freedom, from 1776 Un-
514 Today, so the H Ravclation gave a today--
ness to Marx' Essays, while t?:ae Montgom-
ery Bus Boyeott made inseparable the Black Revolution
-and its international dimension. In the Introduction to
this work I made clear the indispensability of a new
" type of relanona!up of practice to theory, a Eew unity of -

e 11468




theory and practice: “No theoretician, today more than
ever bzfore, can write out of kis own head. Theory re.
quites a constant shaping and resheping of ideas oz the
basis of what the workars. themselves . are -doing. .and
- thinking.” Tt was’ this which led me, in dedicating: the -
~work ‘to. “the ‘auto workers, miners, steclworkers and "
student youth who have participated so fully in the =
‘writing of this hook,” to declare them to be “its CO-aM: -
thors.” Nows & Lotters further deepened this new rel-
- ationship between workers and intellectuals on the basis -
of what Marxism and Freedom had established, R
- Before the 19508 would end, all of us would be put fo.
a iew tegt; which, on the one harnd, showed the emer-
gence of a Third World in its colonial revelutions and,
cn: the other hand, 2 new conntar-rovolution - in the -
- coming 6 power of DeGaulle, - . . I

 1958-1959: The Need to Unfurl =~
a New Banner of Revolution

" ‘DeGaulle’s return to power in 1958, &3 the colonisl
revolts were developing into outright revolutions, was a
threat not just to the Algerian Ravoluticn but to . the

wmmrm&wmwwwm“
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Parisian workers—a threat which the workers realized,
as shown by the 250,000 who mearched agsinst his re.
turn. The July, 1958 issue of N&I, had s its front page
ariicls “France at the Cross Roads” end referred read-
ers to my “Two Worlds” column (now signed by me as
f}“t?%r of Marxism and Freedom) entitled “Whither
aris?” - : :
I hed preceded this article, and continued afterwards,
with letiers to revolutionary tendencies, mainly state-
capitalist, which had opposed both poles of world capi-
tal, Russia and the U.S. In these letters I called for an
mternstional conference. What 1958 had made clear io
me was that the disregard of Marxism and Freedom
by thess tendencies wae not = mers factional aizitude,
but an actual failure on their part to face the new ob-
jective reality. . Cs -
Thus, the same issue of N&L which spoke of France -
at the cross roads cerried three articles cpposing my
analysis of the maturity of the proletariat as woll as the -
concept of a unique combination of worker and intellec.
tual in which N&Y was rooted: Jean Malaquais, in a
letter to me dated June 1, 1958, criticized “the tone” of
my Ietler and clearly disagreed with my concept of the -
maturity of the proletariat. Along with his letter, we

-19.
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~ also published a letter from France, from Tribune Ou-
‘vriere, that insisted that a workers’ prper ehould have
only workers; and a letter from Onorate Damen in ftaly
e {Dettaglia” Communisia) which was ‘quite critical, bt
' cgreed to call an international conference the following

year. . L BRI ) ..- - . "
My articles in the Auguat and Sentember, 1958 issues

of N&L continved the dialogue both on the guestion of
cclonial revolts and genersl Hamanist concepts and:on
the responaibility of intelleciuals, concluding. that what
will lead to a'new human order is “rot Mao, but the

* ereative untapped energy of millions” . R
., In this peried Latin America was more than just'stir-
‘ring. By 1959 we had the eruption in Cuba. Later we
- will' deal with how N&L would report and comment.
upon that revolution, which in the beginning we not .=
. only hailed as the great event it was, but as well point-
~ed to the many contradictions which led.it to align un-
critically with Russia, For the moment, howaver, we ave
focusing only on those revolts which would disclose the
gront “achism between the European state-copitalist
tendenciea and mysell, o - S
‘Before the international conference was to convene in
the fall of 1859, I had contimied with writings on the
African and Asisn revolutions, In the June-July issue of -
N&L we published a special supplement entitled “Na--
tionalism, Comimunism, Marxiat-Humanism and the
Afro-Asian Revolutions,” which would then become a
printed pamphiet, - S A .
- By thie period it was clear that it wasn't cnly the Af-
_rican Revolutions that many of these Marxists refused
to accept as “real” revolutions. They refused, as well, to
accept tho task that I considered erucial for afl Marz-
ists. Here is the way I expressed this in my “Two
Worlds” column on the “Responsibility of Intellectuals”
- . (N&L, August, 1958): “I-am not concerned with the |
Communist who will sing any tune Moscow blares out.
I em concerned with the anti-Communist Marxist beat-
ing his chest. For, in the concrete, the neow form of
fescism could have not besn foresesn and was not
foretold, much less prepaved for, except by nnfur-:
iing a new banner of Marxist Humanism.® =
. The whole point is. that when a new revolution
erupts, the teadency is to imraediately try to box it in =
a5 if it were a question of France/Algeria: .or of the
West in generai/the African revolutions; or in the Mid- .
-dl¢” East, of Arab/Israel. This. confining of the now
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+ - within old: categorica arose again in terms of the:Iraq™.."
-~ Revolution ‘of-July,. 1958, Here was a new form of revo- s
lution that wished to be truly independent, rather than
~confined into East/West, or Arab/Israel, or sven Nas- -
e SEI‘/Sﬁlldi .A_r’_‘.bi'.'.,ﬂ :iif.‘ thﬁ ZWers 33“::331“‘33 N T-Jtés;*i
This revolution started out on & tone -Indeps ,c!:x:;;.lof
any of these, extending even to the distinction hetween
Sunni snd Shi'ite in its own country. ‘Why did no Marx- -
it &ry to work out what that ‘signified? - Post-Marx
Marxists have disregarded too inany . revolutions, suc-
cessful or ‘aborted; dizregarded too many philosophies.
" underlying those revolutions, They just allow intelfectu-
al sleth to accurmulate and accumulate. i .
It was at this conference held in Europe in the fall-of -
--1959 that, for the first. time befors an internationel au-

dience of thoge holding -a-state-capitalist’ position; I ar-

ticulated my totel philosophic conception of Marxist-

. Humanizam, which I had exrpounded Rilly -in-Marzlem: -
and Freedom, both- philozophically. and concretely.
And T felt that now. (1959) such a concept was being
disclosed in the African Revolutions. Unfortunately,:
what was revealed at the 1859 conference cof those
whe had rejected both poles of world capiial since
World War I wes that without dinlestiosl philcs- - .

- phy, ‘the. state-capitalist “theory ~wes inadequete,
&nd this inadeyuacy was not limited to the state.
capitaliat tendency in the U.S, .. S

What the Europeans at the conference did agree to,
however, was to continue the dislogue with Mergiat.
Humanism by establishing a epecial zection of Prome-
tzo (included within the journal but printed on a differ.
ent color paper) for discussion in English and Itslien,

-~ The Turbulent 1960s, -
a Critigue - - o

As we saw, the turbulent 1950s, in Marxst-Human. -
su3's view, had sciuaily begun toward the cnd of the -
1950s, We had been focusing on the new movements in
the .post-Werld War I world that we kad judged to be
a movement from prectice and the birth of a whole-
new Third World, especially the ‘African Revolutions,
We became full participants in all the activities during
the turbulent '60s, while the dislectic methodology we
had been developing—which had finally beon worked
out for our age in book form in Marxism snd Free-

. dom-—deencned the princinles and ~manifsstations
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- Marxist-Humanism in News & Letters itseif. Whether -
- it was the Black Revolution, not just in-Africa but also
_in America, or the youth movements ca the campus,’ or
the colonial revolutions, the reporting was ‘made inse-
paraple. from the theoretical analyms wlnch we saw a8
mtegral to the report.

Take the very first issue of 1980. The ﬁ-ont page arti-
cle that January was entitled “Cuba Jolts State Depart-
ment Domination in Latin. Amorica.” Whether we con-
sider just that issue or compeare it to the December is-
gue, where the . “Two Worlds” column on Cubsn
dovelopments was called “The Yesr After,” each made
it clesr that the hailing of the revcluhon WAS mever un-
critical, For that matter, the roanner in which shop re-
ports were given in N&L by. participants themselves -
had a naw theoretical vantage point rooted in the man-
mner in which interviews ] had conducted with miners
had appeared in Marxiera snd Freedom. In the crigi-
nd edltmn ‘the last chapter, “Automation and the New
Humam.m, ‘expressed this philosophic principle with
ths opemng section, “leferent Attitudes to Automa-
tion.” :
Or look ‘at the April, 1'46{3 MN&L: tha lead s on
“South Africe—South USA." It carries a picture of a
demonstration by ‘30,000 South African freedom fight-
ers. There is a reference to the *“Two Worlds” of that
issue on “Revolution and Counter-Revolution in Scuth
Africa.” At the sume time the front page has an in-per-
son report by an activist in Montgomerv, Alabama, en-
titled *No One Moved,” which ‘describes. a demon-
stration at State Teacher's College. This article, in turn,

 directs the reader to other reports on atudent demon-
strations on pages six and a:ght.

. The August-September issue that yaar s totally new .

in the sense that the whole .issuc i8 fully devoted to
Wnrlrm-n Rﬁﬂlﬂ ;\lli’nmnﬂnﬂ hu onr. nthlnv . m'onv'lm.

A iy e e -

.Derby. This was to become a specml pamphlet and
would meke clear not only that workers do speak for
themselves, but that these pages were not limited to
the aute industry. Denby included the miners, steel and -
rubber workers, as well as white collar workers. Fur-
thermore, instead of coming to a conclusicn &s if that
were the only “line,” there ave two different views on -
- the question of Automation—that of the editor, and the
“dissident” view of Angela Tarrano. n fect, as the next
T lasue shows, it i8 ahe who becomes Associate Editor.
* Qur pamphiets become the place where not only do
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workers and Blacks speak for themselves, but where all -
-the revoluticrery forces are heard ‘Bpeaking not only
about their specific experiences but shout the objective
evenis of the world. Indeed, several of tha _pamphlets

... Were reproduced .in other .countries, from-England-¢o-

_Japan, some with their own prefaces and with new ad- -
ditions, Thus the ‘1958 pamphlet on the Afro-Asian
Revolutions was' brought out in a 1561 edition in Eng-
land by the New Loft sxoup at Cambridge University,
including both Peter Cadogan’s new foreword ‘and an
appendix that reproduced his review of Marxism and
Freedom. o R

The significance of this new edition was that it was & -
resitlt of my anti-nuclear participation in Great Britain
during the height of the Campaign for Nuclear Disar-
mament, even as the Japanese Mew Loft six years

Py pe
v ft siz years later

not only translated many of our pamphlets, but invited.

me to give en anti-war speech at Hiroshime, The anti

a 4% G- -

always created new solidarity between movements, This
gpevific pamphlet by Cadogan was advertised by our.
Marzist-Humanist comrsdes in Glasgow, Scotland in
the very issus in which Harry McShane described the
mass demonstration there against the use of Holy Loch

war activities that were very sharply renorted in N&L

&s a Polaris submarine base. _

What remains with us to this day as. central to all
our principles js the. 1963 publication of American Ci-
‘vilizaticn on Trial, which appeared first as two special
isgues—~January and February; 1963, This ia 8o not only
because it was issued on the 100th ‘anniversary of the
Emancipation Proclamation, but becauze it is the only
pamphlet that is signed by the entire National Editorial
Board of News & Letters, The June-July, 1963 issue
continued the theme of American Civilization on
Trial, carrying on the front page a superb photo of a
quarter of a million .marching in Detroit—-where Rev.
King first gave his “I Have A Dream” speech.

‘The year 1982, in general, focused on ihe Black Di-
mension, not only in Armerica but internationally. I was
especially anxious-that the internationalism of Mearxist.”
Eumanism not be limitzd to my presentaiion ut the

_ 1959 conference of those who oppesed both poles of

world capital. Thus, in_ April, 1963 we reproduced,
"Why Not a New International of Marxist-Humanism?”
which had‘been presented an published in France by

~Prdsence Africaine, :

. “Finaily, the reason for singling out- American’ Civili-.
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zation on Trial from all our pamphlets ia that it did
not relate to & single event, Rather, it covered the en-
tire history of the US. and showed the revolutionary
nature of the Black mases in motion as vanguard.

Retwaen 1960 and 1968 we published the following,
first in N&L and then 23 printed pamphlets: Workers
Battle Automation (1960); Freedom Riders Speak
for Themselves (1961); American Clvilization on
Trial (1963); The Free Speech Movement and the
Negro Revolution (1965); State-Capitalism and
Marx's Humanism, or Philosophy and Revolution
(1967)'and Czechoslovakia: Revolution and Count-
er-Revolution (1968).

In January, 1952 N&L had a special supplement on
“Mao Tse-Tung, from the Beginning of Power to the
Sino-Soviet Dispute,” which became a new Chapter
XVII, “The Challenge of Mao Tse-tung,” in the second
edition of Marxism and Freedem (1964). Besides indi-
vidual articles in N&L, my analyses of Mao Tse-tung
are nearly innumerable. The cne on the “Cultural Rev-
olution” was published in the journal, New Politics,
and then became a new Chapter XVIII, entitled, “Cul-
tural Revolution or Maoist Reaction?” in the third
(Britizh) edition of Marxism and Freedom (1971),

Since all the voices from below speak eloquently
enough for themselves and can be heard in these pam-
phlets, there is no reason to do a more detailed report
here. However, there is no way of not singling out how
the world held its breath in 1962, when, first (March,
1962), Kennedy' was going in for nuclear spectaculars
and I described it in my “Twe Worlds” column as
“Testing, Blackmailing, Brainwashing”; and then (Octo-
ber, 1362), we faced the confrontation between the U.8.

~and Russia over the placement of imissiles in Cuba,
which our cditorial (November, 1962) calisd "Kennedy
and Khrushchev Bring the World Close to the Point of
No Return.” o ’ " -

Finsiiy, one more eveni that manifested the serious-
ness of News & Letters’ relation to objective events in
the world was the creation of Weelly Political Let-
ters beginning in 1961. The first one is our reaction
against the barberous U.S. imperialist Bay of Pigs inva-.

~._fion"of Cuba. The very moment the radio announcad it,

LD b B R 4 T B

3. Tn N&L, Decernber, 1966 we had printed this a8 one of "Two Views -
- of State-Capitalism,” publishing, a8 the other view, the Japanese Marx-
- ist Tadayuki Teushima's “State-Capitaliem and Sceialist Revolution,”
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we {elt the inad cy of having only a monthly jouz-
nal to micuhu?uur‘vim to meet the challenge of ob.

events. The letter written that very day waa
made an public as the poper itself, It was the fisl of
what becama a geries of Weekly Political Letters
which would continue through some 40 letters, whether
I was in the country or abroad.

The 1962 Lrip to Africa was recorded both in N&L
and aleo analyzed in these Letters.d Indeed, even after
we could not continue them weekly, we coutinued to
publish Political-Philosophic Lettera on various turn-
ing poin's in history, in addition to our coverage in
N&L. That was true whether these letters concerned
my trips to Hong Kong and Japan; or whether they
concerned political revolutions like those in the Middle
East, in Portugal and in Iran,

A new relationshin, both to prectice and to theory,
both to philosophy and to revolution, 83 well as be-
tween technologically advanced and technologicaily un.
derdeveloped countries, came to & climax in May, 1968
when, at the highest point of the 19503 revolutions, the
revolution “perished.” Too many of these revolutions

~ had remained unfinished. What needed to be answered
was: Had the failure to relate a philosophy of revolu-
tion to the actual revolution been a fundamental factor
in the dermnise of the revolutions themselves? Let's dive,
dive very deeply into the last two crucial years of the
1960s, and see. -

1968-69: The Divide Betwee
. the Philosophy of Marxist- L
Humanism and the Thinking That -
Theory Can Be Caught “En Route”

~The fact that the turbulent.1960s could end in an un-
finished revolution, that they could have “perished”

i e b st S M 5 o e . it B B

4. 'Whether it was as pivotal as the actual Africen Revoiutions or wheth-
er it wag “only” cultural, the point of the Black Dimension is that N&L
always sericusly. analyzed it and took up aspecta of it at their very -
birth.. It is in that respect that it is important to point out the poet,
"Morgan Gibson's, review of the very firat anthclogy of African poetry
published in America (N&L, January, 1961), which was followed by hiz :
review of An African Trocsury edited by Langsion Hughes. {NEL,
October, 1961} This book wis by no means Limited to poetry, but jn-
'+ cluded political ‘esseys and cralytical descriptions of activities, including* - -
© those of African women such as Phyllis ‘Ntantals. In the samo issue wag -
- & posm by Patrice Lurwimba “A Morning ii: the Hesrt of Africa” . -
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just when they resched their highest point in Paris,
May, 1668, demands & no-holds-barred confrontation,
including a self-critique of 1958. To be prepared for
such a deep dive into the dialectics of revelution—and
sounter-rovolution-—objectively is of the essence. This
second look, & d::lep divaE ta; wel:;}was present in em-
bryo in the turbulence of the y 19608, will pre
usryfor loaking at today’s ongoing youth demonsg'at?:tl:
demanding divestment in South Africa, which the me-
dia keepa playing down on the ground that they in no
way compare to the serious '60 revolts, :

It ia true that not only were those '60s demon-
strations more massive; not only were mcre voices of
more political tendencies heard at the universities—
especiagloy 88 the movement developed into one against
US. imperialism's Vietnam war—bui, as well, they’
were willing to listen to a critique from within the Lefe.
Thus, 1 spoke to activists within the Free Speech
Movement (FSM) on “Marx’s Debt to Hegel: 'The The-
ory of Alienation.” But, in practics, they gave the the-
ory of elienation sc existentislist a twist and so near-
Communist a bent that they ended up as hardly more
than hangers-on to the elitist-party wing of the FSM.
Where we insisted that there yaust be no division be-
tween thought-activity and demonstration-activity, they.
inzisted that activity as just eciivity was all that was
required, and- that philesophy was no Great Divide, In-
deed to them, theory could be caught “en route.” ‘

Now contrast this ettitude to how News & Lotters
reflected the year 1968, indeed, how in the very title of -
our 1865 pamphlet—The Free Speech Movement and
the Negro Revolution—we showed’ that we were not -
going to introduce divisions between the various opposi-
tion movements. Thus this pamphlet had both an in-
person report on Mississg)pi Freedom Summer by Eu-
gene Waiker and an article by Merio Savio writing on
his experience in the Free Speech Movement. We also
had-2 report by Joel L. Pimsleur from “Inside Sproul

. Hall” as the pclice moved -in for arrests. And we not
only reproduced my talk on Marx's theory of alienetion, .

- but my anelysis of the ongoing movemert on the cam-
pus and in the Black Dimeusion, It was that Black Di-
msnsion which remained central, which so many in the
movement verynearly forgot when :the plunge wes

" made inte an anti-Vietnem War movement. o

~ The first 1968 issue of N&L encompassed the move- .

- ment in Bast Burope, as well, by adveriising the “Open
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Letter to the Party” that Jacek Kuren and Karol Mod-
zelewski had written while they sat in a Polish jail,
Central to 1968 was, naturelly, May, 1968, Paris.
Again we have an in-person report, and a pamnhlet wae
made of Eugene Walker's report to our national con-
vention. The Perspectives that year focused on “The
Missing Link—Philosophy vs. Party—Three Decades of
Inteliectus] Sloth.” 3
Simultaneously with those grest student demnn-
strationa in-1968, whether at Columbia Univarsity or in
Paris (about which we heve full in-person reports), us
well as with all the reports on the Black Revolution,
‘whether in . America or Africa, N&L received - directly
from Prague a report entitled “Czechoslovakia invad-
ed!” This August-September special supplement of
N&L also had exclusive piciures teken right in the
midst of the invasion and szent to us directly from
Czechoslovakia, All of this material would be issued as
a full pamphlet with a -specia! Intraduction solidarizing
with ‘the revolution, written by Harry McShane, Chair-
man of the Marxist-Humanist Group in Glasgow, and
myself for News & Letters Committees in the U.S, Gur
editorial statement was entitled, “All Eyes on Czecho-
slovakia, All Hands Offt” - - -
Through 1968-69, N&L was filled with reports of anti-
Vietnam War activities nationally and internationally.
Thus, the November, 1969 issue had a front page arti-
cle, “Stop the War Now,” written by Peter Mallory, de- .
scribing the anti-war rally of 25,000 at Kennedy Square
in Detroit. That thiz focus on anti-war did not mean -
that we didn't reach fosr totality can be seen in that
eame issue which features a.report: “Women won’t wait
until after the revolutign.” o
Or return to the April, 1958 issue where, in reporting
- all these diverse activities, we express the fallowing:
“The uniqueness of the sixties means historic responsi-
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' Finally, in that year of 1968, which we considered to
be & climax, we issued a call for a Black/Red Confer.
ence (N&IL, December, 1968) of Blacks and radical -
vhites. - Present, as well, was Yoshimasa - Yukivama,
translator of the Jupanesa edition of Marwigm and -
Freedom. It was the first conference we held in which
* there were more in attendance who were non-Marxist-
- Humanists than whe were. The welcome was extended
. by Charles Denby. 1 gave a-talk on what'T called 5.
.~ forthcoining book,” Fhilosophy and Revolution, spe-
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.'ci.ﬁcally its third sechod, “Econormc Reality and t.he
Dialectics of Liberation.” The discussion lasted six

hours. It produced a new “Black/Red column for thn '
- naper. authared hy John Alan,.
This conference was followed by 8 call for a Wemen s
Liberation Conference. Not sltogether by accident it
was the youth page of N&L which had a report of th'e

United Front Ag"“.stv{'-‘ascmn Conference under the

' headline, “Women Face United Front.” The male chau-
- vinism' of that conference was alse scored by our-front
page car‘oon, which attacked male chauvinism of the
Left as well as of the establishment. In the follovnng is-
sue {October), ihe in-persen report of the women’s op-

posxt:on to the beauty pageant in Atlantic City was also
carried on the wouth naca Tt inoua a'lv-nr#‘ nel an

A RN b~ - & ditAb e ¥ L bmcu, L=r-]

well, a youth bulletin, “American Youth Revolt 1960
69" by Eugeéne Walker,

The Women’s Liberation Conference resalted in the
following cecisions: 1. To have a special Women’s Lib.~
eration page with a coluran on “Woman s8 Reason &s
well as Force.” 2. Women, who wanted to stress their
autonomy and to express what Marxist-Humanism
means to.the women's movement, decided to issue their
own statement. It was d:afted pnmanly by Molly Jack-
son. - :

Those turbulent 19603 30 overwhelmed the youth, in-
cluding some of the Marxist-Hurnanist youth, that they
refused to face the reality of the greatness of the defeat
of 1968—the tragic reality that 1969 was not & continu-
ation of the 1968 revolutions. It is this which made it
necessary to embark upon presenting the totality of
Marxist- Humanist philosophy which is inseperable from.
a seif-critique, all of which becomes integral to “The
Dinlectics of Revolution.” :

The October, 1969 N&L - advertised my pamphlet,
“The Newness_ of Our Hlstonc—PhdosophJc Contrib--
“ution.” It was “a -critique direcied against. those who
thought 1969 was a continuation of the 1968 revolution
and ‘had taken as their ground. Herbert Marcuse's -
“Note on the Dialectic,” which appeared in the 1960
edition of his 1941 work, Reason znd Revolution. The
“Note” had a vxewpomt totally opposite to his ovxgmal
view of the dialeciic. I had connected this change in

- Marcuse to. my anslysis of “Intellectuals in the Age of
- State- Capltahsm."' (N&L June July and Aug. -Sept.,
X980 :

© Put another way, the Dlalectlcs of Revolutxon created
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Because the visage of Hltler is by ne means lumted in"
Lo nnn‘nnﬂ aga a\f nl\an‘ll"nn tn nnnuga npnﬂ‘\azﬂ QAuGL

Africa’s undeclared cwﬂ war sgainat the Black majontv T
population, but as well stamps our world including the
rulers of the USA headed by Reagan, it is important to -
gee that a 30-year Rewosp‘,ctwe is' made inseparable -
from_ Perspectives, It is in. thm context that we tum to
Part T

To a certain extent; we are cntlc&! of Part 1 of this
Retrcss.f:e*:txwa (July, 1985 N&L), because it was very
nearly lumted only to what appeared in N&L. " Mews &
Leiters did. not have space to disclose the process of
uuﬁ'elﬂputé‘nt of the yuﬂﬁuu?hnc dimension which Du-
nayevskaya had developed, especially in letters to mem-
bers and non- -membera! Our paper reached thrpmandq

while these lettnrs, whether mimecgrashed or not, couid
. not.

As I wrote in my Letters on the Absclute Idea, May
12 and 20, 1953, the relmonshlp of theory to practice
was not just a mystu,al expression. It reflected the fact
‘that both the development of theory arnd the movement

“from practice demanded an altogether new :'elatlonshlp
of theory to practice. Their unity was called the Absc-
lute Idea. This, I held, needed to be worked out for our
post-World War I age, to which it was most relevant,

THIS NEW ILLUMINATION of the dialectic,” which-
included - both the historic actions and the new gques-
tions they posed, as well as the philosophic break-
through we made, found its rezponse in the creation of
a new type of workers' paper, which listed the four rev.
olutionary forces--labor, Black, women, youth—as Rea-
son. In our Marxist-Humanist paper, News & Letters,
this was practiced in a unique combination of worker
and ‘intellectual, with a Black production worker,
Charles Denby, as ediior, and with Raya Dunayevskaya,
as Chairwoman of the National Editorial Board, as-
signed to complete the study she had been working on
once she had demgnated the new stage of capltahsm as

1, Se= The Marxist-Humanist Archives, pp. 1797-1812. Mama'.-Humnmst
Archives, pp. 4289-4337 contains the letters on the procesa of philosophic
development, 1967-73. Indeed the philosophic breaiihrough in Dunayev-
skaya's Letters on the Absolute ldea came eix weelu before the F.ast
) German upmmg of June 17, 1953.
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' _1._"£fat§;c£pitali§ﬁi. “.Tii'é.projectipri' of its ébéolute_'oppoéi_te. S
completed in 1957-58 in book form, was calledMarnsm o

and Freedom?

' THE CHALLENGE OF MAO

: [gﬁ _A‘..;...:_.T,._;,,_.‘—_.

- In the second: edition ‘of ‘Marxism “and Freedom’
. {1964), a special chapter, “The Challenge of Mao Tse-
. tung,”. was added, the last section of which was called -
0YIn Place of & Ceaclusion.” This chapter appeared first =
48-a special supplement in News & Letters, January-
1962, = T
.. “The odd mixture of Mao's npportunism and adventy-
rism, the ordinary imperialist power struggle (both with.
.in the Communist world and outside, as in the conquest
of Tibet, intrusions into Indian territory, and covetous
glances east from Burma to Vietnam, and from Nepal
" to Luos) cannot be separated from the struggle for the
_minds of men, It.is here that the irresponsible abuse of
‘Marxist language—on' the question of “‘revolutions with-

VT,

. out pause’ proceeding in a straight line from State
% ‘Plans to '‘Commurism'—makes it imperative te show
the biind alley into which the dialectic of Mao's thought
has led and from which it may catapult the world into
.a "huc!ear_hqioc;aust." {from Marsiam and Freedom, -
“The Challenge of Mao Tse-tung.” . ,
The 1960s, which are rightly known as the turbulent
- 1860s because of all the near-revolts and emergence of
new revolutionary forces, also recorded dialogues, publi-
cations, conferences, that were inspired by the East Eu.
ropean Revolts of the 19503, on “socialism with a hu-
man face.” Thus Dr, Erich Fromm edited an interna-
tional symposium Socialist ‘Humanism in which my
essay “Marx’s Humanism Today” made it clear that
Marx’s “new Humanism” cheracterized not only the
early Marx but the whole of hig greatest theocretical
work, Capital, and that it was mest relevant for qur
age with its myriad crises. o
- As ws saw-in Pari I, we recorded ail the 1960s voices
as they articulated their own experiences and thought,
Many. of the pamphlets thus produced were first printed

PR
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2. It no sconer was off the prezs (1959) than Dunayevskays began talk.
ing about what she then calizd a “caroliary” to dig deeper and to further
explain the brekthrough o the #bsolute Idea and disclcse jta ramifica-
tiona' in actual events of the day, specifically its selationship to the un.
folding coloniul revolution, {S2e December 1550, January 1961 letters to
Hezbert Marcuse. Marxist-Humariat Archives pp. 4316.) )

T R FUTT T

.31




AT YV —

i

. Publlshed Every

RIDAY, JUNE 2%, 1955—60;

L7 B ECEN A WA iE A ..

2 By CHARLES DENBY &
—;'ﬁu:y workers in the plaat whees T work.
L that taking strike ecton awmize———x

The company in siready i
i beginn'ng 'to break dowm:
E@lmiﬁuﬂom and . puttin-t”
\ ke women '

\whnt to. They .

EDETORIALS

WHY WE APPEAR
iz Lo the firet fuane of NEWS &
exist primasily to peqyide the weans I
Negross, women X,
tudes :

RS A S T T T R e

Wocking Tor
BY ANGELA
1 tinally went to ses “The
Yild One.” I was holding off
cping it but T am giad !
it sort of zave m-f

nite one youls
Do wil

11482

News & Letters, Vol INo. 1~

<

05 N

F o e

v s

’\.“




eans—

'!';,Hﬂﬁ' es A HQE!ESE

E)

. ..-..-.P.

‘_"1-"-2--51::Aam (am‘meis

ere wildeats in I\n.-
th tEeir von ur’

NJK! - - LEABER OF AFRICAN. womv

Nieri 1a an African woman,
Her beme o' in Kenys, a
. tountry in East Africa whick

almont hree years.
=il War was startzd by
suthoritiee whea

VVCHUUD(RDNﬂﬁEﬁI

A DAY TG REMEMBER : !

. Todayp is June 3Pav 3¢ 1o L - this mvuuptmn -
the second annivervary ntlpoud o accomplish? 1x
fthe revelt of the Eart t';el‘-.“""""'d o help the Germ
man workers sgairat their wo;kers‘ Or s it ‘h:“’d
ment. The, m;.dln

alao pele ! ;2

They bave i

Ly T

*’ tEeedependence
“ TrrnaNo :

June 23, 1955

e e L

11483

e




in whole or in part in News & Letters. In the '60s -
ciasses weroe being conducted in the major viorks of He. ©
gel—Pkenomenology of Mind, Science of Logic, Bncy-
clopedia of Philosophica! Sciences—Val, I, The Logic
and Vol. Il Philesophy of Mind-—through my Dialec-
tics of Liberation which contained summaries of these _ .
‘works as well as “Lecture Notes: Lenin on Hegsl'a 8. |
ence of Logie.,” ‘ : A

By 1970, still newer doors opened for Marxiat-Haman-
ism. It wns ths 100th n!miyerg_gf}r ef Tonin's kit ond

== 37 R & Feillii B LR LM QUL

the 200th of Hegel's. In apring of that year Teloa pub-
lished Dunnyevskaya's essay on “Lenin's Philosophic
Ambivalence.” The Yugeslav journal Praxis published
the chapter as did the Italian journal Aut Aut.

1974 saw the august body of the Hegel Society of
America inviting-Rays Dunayevskays to read a Dape:
on Hegel's Absoluta Idea as New Beginning at its bi
nial conference.? -

Our _participation in mass activities—anti-Vietnam
War, Black Revolution, ‘Youth—wss most prominent,
Mews & Letters recorded all these activities in the
1970s, : e o :

Az well, we kept up an unabatad attack on Nixon's
coutter-revolution. The June-July, 1970 issue reported

-on “Nixon's Wars at Home and Abrosd,” stressing the
intensification of the attacks against the youth and the
- massacre of the students at Kent Stats, We were the
. only ones to draw'a parallel between that conflict and
the aseault on the Black women's dormitory at Jackson
State ten days later. R :

IN THE DECEMBER ISSUE in 1970, John Alan in
his Black/Red column had reproduced Langston
Hughes' poem “The Negro speaks of rivers.." accom-
panied by ‘a picture and a column on Black culture
which stressed that it was with labor in the 19309, and
nci with the inteilectual elite of the Harlem Renais-

sance in the 19205, that culture began to speak of the
masses, :

Sfx?st as the Black/Red Confarence had rosulted in =
column of the same name in News & Letters, 50 wom-
en's liberationists in News and Letters Committees. be-
gan editing a opecial page of N&L and a column called
first “Force and Reason” and later “Woman as Rea-
son-l" .

' 3. See Art and Logie ia Hegel's Philosonhy, Humanities Press: New
Jersay

, 1980, o e )
4. Bee April 1971 N&L for excerpts from their “Who We Are" atate-

ment.

: e
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""" The center of all world events in 1971 had become s *
totally new stage for the ruling classes with Nizon's trip
- .:toPeking.i s ; . : -

" The whole question of whether a new world ‘axis'
‘among rulers was heing attempted, was discussed, just:
a8 at the other end of the world, apecifically Poland, we_
" disciissed the possibility of & new siage being represent-
ed by the uprising which had been reported in great de-.
tail in the February 1071 N&L. Put diiferently, even be-
fore the new revolutions in the late 1570s, the easly *70s
_~ were full of rebellions, whether we speak of Poland or 7
S Irelands. . L
In early 1372 we sew the birth of the new state of
_ Bangledesh, Our January 1972 issue carried a picture of
" Mukti Bahini, freedom fighters of Bangladesh, fighting
‘with ancient and modern weapens. The ed we ran for
. the Activist at that time—the student publication at
“Oberlin College, for which Rays Dunayevskaya became
" an adviser—reflected our. continued activity in the

youth movement at home. . :

DEVELOPMENT GF PHILOSOPHIC
DIMENSION-

-

Clearly, far from being an -acadomic: question, Marx's
philesophy of revolutien bacame the burning question of
the revolutions. of the 1970s. We were laboring under
the whip of Nixon's counter-revolntion—from his war
on Vietnam to his attacks on the anti-Vietnam War
‘youth at homie—and &t the same time we were witness-
ing new types of revolutions—from ‘Mozambique and
Angola to Portugal and from Iran to Nicaragua. In 1972,
the Draft Perspectives, excerpts of which were. pub-
lished in the Aug.-Sept. issue of News & Leiters, was
called “Ways to Combat ‘Pax. Americana” and summed .
up the anti-Vietnam and anti-racism articles and activi-
ties. : - o
© At the same time we sew an old force become a new’
" force, as the Mative Americany occupied Wounded Knee
and Shainepe Shcapwe became our Native American

5. See the front page articie “Nixon to Peling” by Raya Duneyevakeyc
in the N&YL of Aug.-Sept. 1471; Tha sralyses of this event continued in
1972, (sea “And China Makes Three” in January, 1972 N&L) and be-
cama cracial within the Mao chapter in Fhilosophy and Revelution. -
B. See page 1, Aug.-Sept, 1971 N&L on “The Civil War in Northern Irs-
land,” describsd from Northers ireland by Harry McShane,’
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columnist,. - T o
- The world counter-revolution's triumph at ‘that mo-'
ment was the overthrow of the Allende government by . =
~'" Pinochet in Chile, which the US. helped to assure. Qur . .~
_ editorial in the Qctober. issue—"Counter-Revolution in
. Chile: the End of IHusion"-—called for a defense of the ‘
~ Chilean masses by showing our opposition. to' American .. ..
“imperialism, At the same time, with the publication’ of -
Philosophy and Revoiution, from Hegel to Sartre
and from Marx te Mao (1973), the unity. of philosophy
~and revolution was further developed in the journalism
of the paper as weil as in pamphlets. In- creating in
Philcsophy and Revolution the category of “Absolute
- Idea as New Beginning,” we saw all the new worldwide
forces of revolution as Reason, from East Europe to Af-
rica. PR . :
To have darad to venture onto the untrodden paths’
.of “Absolute Idea as New Beginning” had -taken a
whole decade of digging into the Hegelian dialectic and
of listening to the new voices of the turbulen: 1960s and
-early, 1970s. That record can also be traced in the battle
of ideas with great Marxists, dead and alive, from Lu-
kacs to Marcuse, from Adoimo to Rusdolsky.” The philo- -
sophic dimension became increasingly inseparable from
analysis of current events. The lead on “Endless Crises
Throughout the World Show Need for New Human
Relations,” by Eugene Walker, had as its overline “Phil-
osophy and Revolution.” (News & Letters, October
* 1973). This philosopbic dimension was reflected also ir:
the Readers' Views—hoth for and ageinst the contem-
poraneity with which we treated “Why Hegel? Why
Now?" ST FE—. ‘

The relationship of philosophy, whether to labor or to
civil rights, was dealt with by our editor, Charles. Den-
by, in his “Worker's Journal” column in Aug.-Sept.

. 1978, which was titled, “Civil Rights impuasse is in_ phil-
“osophy.” Denby wrote: “Rev, King did try to bring in a
humanist philosophy. It was net Marx's Humanism, but
it was total. He used the saying of the great Jewish
philosopher, Martin Buber, in answering those clergy- -
men who were’ critical of him in Birmingham, Alabama,
when he said that everything depended on knowing that
7. See the following issues of Nows & Lettars: "Lukece"Philosophic Di-
mensicn,” February 1973 and March 1975 on Marcuse, “Intellectuals in
the Age of State-Capitalism,” Juns-July, 1961 and Aug.-Sept. 196}; “Dia-
~.Irctics of Liberation® Hegel and Adorna December 1074 HRozdelelky’z
- Methndology and Lange’s Revisioniem” Jan.-Feb. 1978, See also “Her-
.bert Marcuse, In Memoriamn,” Aug.-Sept. 1679, . . ’
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- human relations are Lthou; not Iit”

. IN DECEMRER, 1873 we carried
of the special- Convention of News and Letters Commit-

_tees that had been.called. to amend the. consiituti :
include Philosophy and Revolution -glong with Masx..
ism and Freedom as our theoretical foundations. With

-these philosophic/objective developments, the Black Di- -
_mension, 28 it wag expressed in Negritude-in the 1940s.

- and ’50s and as it was critiqued by Black revolutionar-
ies'in the 197Cs-after a few African administrative intel-
lectuals gained power, was stressed by us in- News & _
Letters in June, 1974 when we reprinted the great Hai-
tian poet Rene Depestre's sharp critique of Negritude at. -
the: Tri-Continental Congress. Our headline read, ‘‘Neg-

_ ritude as Revolution and Counter-Revolution ™.

e TaRe Y W wa

STRUCTURAL ECONOMIC CRISIS

" The deepest ever structural economic crisis, 1974-75,
thict developed on a global scale, haturally took center
stage everywhere, That 1974-75 crisis, among other ram-
ifications, made it clear that the energy crisis of the
previous year wes by no means due only to the Arab-Is..
" raeli War. It came out of the innards of so-called pri-
vate capitalism in the United States. The Jenuary issuc’
of N&L in 1975 was a special 12-page paper with a lead
en the world recession by Raya Dunnyevskaya.? :
News & Letters analyzed crises as they were develep-
ing, and related them not only to their deepest source-—
capitalism—but to the manrer in which so-called Marxz-
ists analyzed it in purely economist terms. In 1976 Du.
nayevskaya wrote ‘a- Political-Philosophic Letter, “To-
day’s Global Crisis, Marx's Capital and the Marxist Ep-
igones Who Try to Truncate it and the Understanding
of Today’s Crises”. The Letter's analysis of the '74-75
crisis included a critique of Ernest Mandel's ambivalent
analysis of that ‘crisis, with an attack on his perverse
distortion of Marx's phrase “freely associated labor” as
if Russia were that. This was the hasis for the Introduc-
tion for a booklet, Marx's Capital and Today's Global
Crisia which had as its centerpiece the four chapters on
Marx's Cagital from Marxism and Freedom, a preface
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8. e also “The Worldwide Energy Crisis and the Merchants of Death,”

uy Peter Mullory, March 1075 N&L, 25 weli as the April 1977 N&L, lead
: by Andy Phillina entitled, “11.8. Eronomis
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.. ..by Harry McShane ‘of Great Britsin and an apperdiz ti-: -
- . tled.“Tony Cllff Reducea L&nin'&.Theory"to 'U'ncanny'_.' o '
Intuition’ s S
'AS AGAINST TBOSE who thought. themselves am ... ...
urant by “amending” Marx’s Cepitel threugh talk of . -
monopoly, oligopoly and anything else they could devise,
to aveid the truly new but capitelistic statification of
‘production,  state-capitalism, owr ‘original analysiz -of
. Capital had shown it to be no mere “economic” work,
By the mid-1970s, fundsmental relationships to dialec-.
tics as well as to new living revolutionary forces —
- women's liberation, Black, youth = demarided.reexami-"
‘nation and actual cenfrontation. At one and the same
time we were, as we saw, witness to 1) the 1974-75 oco-
nomic crisis which showed that even independent Marx-
ists, Le. those accepting or leaning towards the theory
of atate-capitalism were using Marx'’s Capital as “mere
economics” and 2)- critiques of the publication of Phil
osophy and Revolution by all these “independent
Marxists” revealing the persistence of a return to the
“orthodoxy” of the Second International and its anti-
. Hegelianism, {See “Why Hegel?’ Why Now? — a eri-
tique” by P.B, in Aug.-Sept. 1975 N&L and Raya Du-
nayevskaya's answer in November, 1975 N&JL.) ' .
- This_convinced Marxist-Humanists of the need for.
~fll articulation of our politice and activities not only in
books,. in paniphiets, in our Perspectives Thesis, but
‘right within the pages of News & Letters. Thus, for
the first time the full Draft Perspectives, entitled
“Where Do We Go From Here?”, was published in the
Aug.-Sept. 1975 N&L. The third section of that Perapec-
tives was entitled “What Form of ‘Movement, Organiza-
tion and Philosophy: The Party? The Dialectic? Com-
mittees?” The publication of Duaft Perspectives within
our newspaper cach year has remained a principle with
ue ever since, . o ‘
... By the mid-1870's, fundamental relationshing to dia-
lecticz as well as to new living revolutionary forces—
women’s liberation, Black, youth—demanded reexamina-
" tion and ‘actual confrontation. At ane and the same
time we were, 88 we saw, witness to 1) the 1974-75 eco-
nomic crisiz which showed that even independent Marx-:
ists, ie. those accepting or leaning towards the theory
of state-capitalism were using Mary’s Capital as “nere
economics,” and 2) critiques of the publication of Phil-
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‘osophy. and. Revolution by all these .“independent
Marxists” revealing the. persistence of a return to the -
“orthodoxy” of the Second International and its anti- =
Hegelianism.te- - = -~ .o
Al of these events made it imperative to reewswina . . .
Margism, or rather the narrow econoinic viewpoint of .
post-Marx Marxism. The referenca here is not to the

_ outright betrayal of the Second Internationsl Rather, -

~ the point at iceme is the failure of posi-Marx Marxism
to measure up to Marx's philosophy of revolution,.The
_tranecription sad  publication of Marx's Ethoological
Notebocks made this crystal clear, - R

~These Ethnolegical Notebooks clarified what Mearx
had projected as far back as his 1857-568 Grundricse,1t
where he amplified the Hegelisn principle of “abaolute
movement of becoming.” Marx had recreated this as a
totally new view of human development throughout his-
tory, & view thet included his age and foreshadows ours.
The new.field of anthropology in the 1870z helped him
- to concretize the “absolute movement of becoming” as -
his own multilinear view of human development. Not
‘only did that distinguish Marx's muliilinearism from
Engcls’ unilinesriam,-but it cast- a- new light. on- his-
greatest theoretical work, Capital'?, making points that
may have appeared only implicit, ‘explicit. S :
As we wrote in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liber-
ation and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution: “So
deep wére his concepts of philosophy of revolution
and its live forces that he even disagreed with thase
who interpreted his ‘Historical Tendency of Capitalist
Accumulation’ as if it were a universal. In his critique
of Mihailovsky, Marx insisted that his analysis was a
generalization only of the development of capitalism in
Western Europe, and that Russia had ‘the best chance
- histery has ever cffered to a people’ to avoid that ssme
disustrous consequence” (p. 192) . . .
TO MAXE CLEAR that there absolutely could be no
misinterpretation, he repeated this projection of the
possibility of “backward” Eestern countries having a
10.8ee “Why Hegel? Why Nowr—a critique” by P.B. in Aug.-Sept. 1975
NAL and Reya Dunayevekaya's answer in November, 1975 N&L.

. 11. 8ee especially the “Two Worzlds” column, “New Introduction distorts
Marx's Grundrisse,” November, 1973, a
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12, News & Letters has had many cominentaries on Capital. See"éepe-.
cially Kevin A. Barry's essav articls, “The French edition of Ceplial, -
100 years after,” October, 1981 N&L. " S :
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revolution {irst {which turned into fact'in 1917). in the ... =
special introduction of the Russian -translation of -the
Communiat Manifegto, That was 1832! .- LT
In 1976 Steve Biko had declared the aiffinity of his -

k=) I .

wiack- Consciousness - Movement 'to” Frantz Fanon's "

Wreiched of thi¢ Earth, as well 'as to American Black
thought. The next: year he was savagely murdered in-a ,
‘South African juil. In the November 1977 N&L W& Car-.

~ ried his ‘words as our lead, “Steve Biko Speaks for Him-
gelf” - - PR e ‘ o

 DENBY'S ‘INDIGNANT HEART.

The highpoint of all -the new stresa on ‘the pivotal
question of philosophy and revolution was reached in
1878 by Charles - Denby, both in~ his- introduction to
Franiz Fanon, Soweto and America Black
Thought and the concrete summation of his own 25 .
years development since becoming editor of News &
Letters, in part II of Indignant Heart: A PBlack

- Worker’s Journal. It was published that year by
South End Press, Boston, and in 1979 in Great ,
Britian by Pluto Press. A German edition entitled Ym
R@icbﬁfp!t T.and dov Wall . (T the R

SESS amfamanws s 7Y waAwy. LAMR

ichest Country in

the World} was published by Rotbuch Verlag in 1981. . -

- At the same time that the world was living through
the global, structural, economic crisis, and we were
making new discoveries about Marx’s final decade, there
were new Kinds of revolutions being sparked by the Af.
rican Revolutions in Mozambigue and Angola—the most
important of which was the one in Portugal in 1974.
Some Marxists had raised a tctally new question—-

apartidariemo (non-partyism) which Raya Dunayev-
skaya wrote on both in a lead article and & Political-
. Philosophic-Letter. It became a subject for the book.
that was then in progress, Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
en's Liberation and Marz's Philosophy of Revolu-
Som e e e . o
"THE FULL DEVELOPMENT of Marx’s “new mo-
ments” began .with the emphasis on the Ethnological
Notebooks where Marx had commented on the revolu-
tionery stature of women amnong the Irogquois, and the
Irish before British imperialism, This clarified the fact
that from the very. beginning of Marx's discovery of a
. new continent of thought, in those now famous Eco-
‘nomic-Philosophic Manuscripis of 1844, when he -was

_-singling out ths' prolstariat. ‘88 - the revolulionary -force

-'11490 5!;f 
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that would ovexthrow camtahsm he had a8 weli devel-
Oped the Man/Woma'l relationship.

M A 'nvm NITARY. un ATINITECY
AWAD WY ATANFATALLLY R AT

At the same t:me, Marxs new moments t’rom his last
" decade demoxstrated the distance betwcen those Note-

' books and the very first work Engels pubiished after -
Marx's death, Ong;tn of the Family, Private Proper-.
ty .and the State. Far from this work being a ‘be-
quest”- from Marx as Engels claimed, it insteed ex.
‘pressed a unilinear concept of human deve‘opment as '
against Marx's multilinear concept. -

Because, in our age, Women's beeratmn has rnov°d
from an Idea whose time has come to a moversent, the -
different view of Marx and Engels has become a bhurn.
ing question. Indeed, Dunayevsksya originally consid-
cred her analysis of the difference to be chapter oae of
what was te become Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Lib-
erstion snd Marx's Philosophy of Rsivolution.
News & Letters, January 1979, in a bold blue overline
called attention to the draft chapber published . within,

“Relation of - Philosophy #nd Revoiution to Woinen's
‘Liberation: Marx's and Engels’ Studies Contrasted.”

-'T'wo _other draft chapters of the new book were alsa
published in the pages of N&L. At the same time that
those separate chaptern were being developed into book
form, News & Lettera began publishing a brief history
of Marxist-Humanism entitled, 26 Years of Marxist-
Humanism in the U.S.~A History of Worldvide
Revolutionary Developments, which was then issued
es a pamphlet. The pamphlet presenis a listing of the
original eight chapters envisioned for Rosa Luzem-
burg, Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philoaophy
of Revolution ard can he contrasted with the twelve-
. chanter work nublishad, :

DURING 1% PER!OD 6f wntmg this book the Ira-

. nian Revolutmn wes unfoldm g. In the December 1978

issue of N&L, Olga Domanski wrote the front page arti-
cle on “Iranian Masses Fight Military Rule, Demand

. Removal of Shah, U.S. Imperialism,” with an overline
- designating those masses as workers, peasants, women

"and youih. In the following issue, (the one which print-
ed the Drait Chapter on Marx and Engels Contraated),
Charles Denby decided to publish a letter Raya Dunay-

evekaya had written him on’ Nov."13,"1978 oa the rela-




- tionship ‘of the 1906-11 Revolution in Iran to the pres. - -
-ent moment. The headline read, “Iran's revolutionary - -
~“past--and present.” [ R
- New relations not only on theoretical questions but
..on practical and organizationu] ones were worked out as -
part -of our Marxist-Humanist - analysis- as_the Iranian -
revolution was developing. In December, 1979 the front
page featured a Two Worlds column on “Grave Contra-

dictionis in the Tranian. Rovolutian " Trenion saval.

Janan. Revaiubion,' . Iranian revolatics-

ary exiles began translating our writings into Farsi?® : :
" For our sge, the Ethnological Notebooks; not only -
as the great innovative document it was, but-also as it =~ ~
iluminated the whole last decade of Marx's life, created: -
8 new vantage point to comprehend the -whole‘eof = -
Marx’s Marxism. For Marxist-Humanism it compelled
the creation of the category of “pest-Marx Merxiem™ 0 .
as a pejorative, beginning with Engels, It is why we felt - ;
that the 1880s had created a trail to:the 1980s—and
then developed: that in Rosa Luzemburg, Women's'
Liberation and Marx's Philesophy of Revolution.

Murx's philosophy of revolution, Marx’s Mearxiem as
a totality, was presented in the third part of the book:
“Kari Marx-—From Critic of Hegel to Author of Capital
and Theorist . of . ‘Revolution in Permanence’.” This
unique feature was related not only to the newness.of
the Women’s Liberaticn Moveinent, but permeated all
four forces of revoluticn—Labor, Black, Youth as well
as Women, All were singied out as Reason of revolution,
It is this which will be fully developed when we come
to the 1980s. S : :

o ely e e st

P
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13. Eefore Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation gad Marz's Phil-
osophy of Revolution wan off the press, Iranian exiles wese introdue-
. ing tranalations into . Farsi with direct reforcnces to the Iranian
Ravolution. *Sce’ also “Eyewitness Repori: Revolution and countar-revo-
lution ir Iran” by Azadkar, Jure 1979 N&L, and “Iiddle Esst women:

. liberation, and aocial revolation” by Neda Azad, June 1981 N&L,. °

11492

AR i ek o e e T, TUEALE T




Dunayevskaya introducing her latest work Wom.
en’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution at a
book party in Chicago

. Nineteen-eighty, the opening year of a new decade,
signaled a new development of Marxist-Humanism,
not merely chronologically,. but because- w2 were
throwing the gauntlet down to all post-Marx Marxists,
beginning with Marx's closest collaborator, Frederick
Engels. The conclusion of the Retroapective article on
the 1970s, in pointing to 1980 as “the year of the
- book.” did not mean it only as a reference to the book
in process, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation
arnd Marx's Philosophy of Revolution. Rather, it re-
ferred to the actuality of the 1980s-to-be as the -dec-
ade of twc absolute vpposites—on the one hand new
types of revolts the world over, and on the other, the
threshnld of the Reagan retrogression at home and
-outright counter-revolutionary actions abroad, from El
Salvader and Nicaregua to propping up apartheid
South Africa. New revoluticnary oppositions continued . . -

Fice et i v

both "against U.S. imperialist tentacles &nd Russian
state-capitalist counter-revolution from'Poland to Af-.
- ghanistan, . - .
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The new revolutionary struggles of the 1970s that
. inciuded women’s tiberation that had become a Move-
ment, and not just an idea whose time had come, hap- - -
pened in the period when Marx’s - Ethnological Note- -
-+ bocks had fnally ‘been transcrived: Marx's iast Note:"
KS' 7evealed” his “new moments”™ and cast a new
illumination on” Marx’s Marxism as a totality, and
thus disclosed sharp differences between Marx and
Bogels, = o oo
The manner in which News & Letters as paper and
as organization—News and Letters Committees—
grappled with this fact, whiie being active in all the -
rew revolutionary struggles, will re\fenl_thp ways
in -which the reletionship between revoluticnary
journalism and the dialectic philosophy are project-

T NE____ 7 . ww N

& by Marxist-Humauigts, - : & .
It would take the better part of 2 decade before we
completed the new study, Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
en's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolu.
tion.- We thought we could do s0 by 1982, in ‘cele- -
bration of the Marx centcaary the following year, But
we did not separate from the public the process of
writing and rewriting till that day. As we saw, the
dJanuary-February, 1979 issue published our first anal- )
ysis of the difference between Marx and Engels. This -
first draft chapter. was called . “The - Relationship of
Philesophy and Revolution to Women's Liberation: -
Marx's and Engels’ Studies Contrasted.” It was to be-
come the ground of what would be chapter 12 of the
.new hook. - . .
- Ever since the mid-1970s, when the serious structur-
al world economic crisis erupted, News & Letters was
printing my analyses. By 1978 this resulted in a new .
pemphlet, Marx’s Captial and Today’s Global Crisis,
whose Introduction was- titled, “Today’s Epigcnes
Who Try to Truncaie Marx's Capital.” ; §
-~ News & Letters does not- publish what the old radi- ~
" calg eali "Internal Bulleting.* Everything we publish,
" even in mimeograph form, is available to the public,
Especially important is what we call Political-Philo.
sophic Letters which we had- originally  begun as
. Weekly Political Letters precisely because we felt frus-
trated in having cnly a monthly newspaper. The first
of these letter was one we had felt compelied to iasue
in order to attack the V.S, imperialist invasion of
Cuba in 1961, o ST

w7 The revolutionary strigglos in Iran in 1578 had ex- -~ - i
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cited me both as an ongoing revolution and because it
. brought so ‘vividly to mind the 1505 Russian Revolu-
tion” when its international ramifications . erunted . TR
~Iran in ‘1906, lsting. till 19111 first detailed thiz in:
my Political-Philosophic Letter of Nov. '13; 1975,
“Iran’s Revolutionary Past—apd Present These let- .
ters -on. Iran . develored - throughout . 1879 and. 1880,
Whether it wes the one of March- 25, 1979 on “Iran: °
- Unfoldment of 2nd Cortradiction in Revolution,” or
Wwas & tracing of the dialectics of revolution on' the
Dec. 17, 1979 Letter, “What is Philosophy? What is
_‘Revolution? 1789-1793; 1848-1850; 1814-1919; 1879": or"
- the cone of Sept. 25, 1981, “The Struggle Continues;
What Kind of Revolutioh I Needed n the Battls

Against Khomeini-IRP Counter-Revolution?"—the -
point was that at no time wes our activity separated
from our philozophy. Thia led Iranian revolutionary
dissidents to invite me to addess them. . '
1980.- A 12.PAGE NEWS & LETTERS
_ The chellenge from the objective situation in 1980
- led us to the decision at our September Convention to

transform News & Letters into a 12-prge paper. We

STIE PR SR

B,
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had already hegun to have.three 12-page issues . each
~ year, Thus the front page article in the January-Fel-
ruary, 1980 issue ‘was entitled, “Oil, Iran Crisis, and
Drive for War” by Peter Mallory, while the “Our Life
and Timez” column also began on page oné und fea-
tured an article, “Afghanistan: New Flashpoint for Su-
perpowers.” . L
That issue also.continued cur study of the dialectics
- of revoluticn with a new draft crapter, “Two Turning
Points in Rosa Luxemburg's Life—1398-99; 1905-07—
‘Before and After the 1905 Revolutioh.” - ]
- .In the spring of that year {April) another draft
chapter was published, “The Break with Kautsky, .
+ 19201913, which siressed Luxemburg’s flash of gen.
ius on the question of imperialism, with ‘her gharp at- .
-tack on Germany’s. imperialist outreach to what we
20w call Namibia. That issue of News & Lotters also
showed our present internationalism in our activities
around Iran. An Iranisn Tevolutionary in ‘the U.S,
Neda Azad, had translated into Farsi a number of my
_writiugs on women, Her introducticn to those writi _
‘appeared as ¢the “Woman as Reason™ column. ’

.. On the rond to ‘the 12.pager and the necessity io - -
* manifest - philosephy in ‘revolutionary journalism:, we -
*;nablished Euggne Walker’a essay “Revolutionary Jour.

Uy
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- tha 1850 Address on Permanent Revolution.”.; o
. The new revolls in the United States reached a new
“stage” with the Biack uprisings in “Miami, in which
most prominent were ‘the “little ‘shorties.” Charles

- Denby devoted his June “Worker's Journal” column”
to “Fires of Miami Expcse Truth of. Flaciem, USA -

- while John Alar’s “Black-Red View” was called “Rage . -
. In that same June issue we changed the logo of the . - 5
paper. to “Thecry/Practice,” which ' soon -afterward L
also- bacame - the new column-head for my: “Two .5
Worlds.” That issue as well carried an essay article by
Olga LDomanski, “Women’s Liberation in Search of a

" palism: Karl Marx the-_Neue. ;Rl.leinisél":; Zeitungand :

*. ‘Theory: the Summary of a Decade.” DR
~ The. crisis internationally persisted, which is why )
- our Draft Perspectives, 1980-81 (July) was called “To-"
morzow Is Now: U.S. Imperialism in the Iranian De-
sert, and at -Home, in Deep Recession and Resurgent
Racism.” In the following issue (August-September)
the front page editorial article by Micheel Connolly
was called “Reagan Convention Reveals Barbarism' of )
~'New  Right'—and Mass opposition.” This issue also ™
began the serialization of what would become a new
pamphlet, 25 Years of Marxist-Humaniam in the
U.8., and also carried an essay article by Lou Turner,
“Black Thought/Black Realily.” The issuance of a
reguler 12-page News & Letters began with the Octo-

- ber issue, o ' - LS
The youth had a special section in the November
issuc called “Peoples’ Uprising in Kwangju, .Korea.”...
“The very fact that the turmoil was not only West but
East produced an essay on “China’s State-Capiteliam
vs. Voices of Revolt” by Bob McGuire in that same ise

sue. Finally, the year ended with the front page article -
(December} by Kevin A. Bairy on “Southern Africa's_

" New Stage of Btruggle.” _ ) :
1981 - INTERNATIONALISM, MARXIST-
H'UMANISTSOLIDARITY S
- Internationalism, this. time from East Evrope, char-

acterized also the fust issue {(January-February! of
1981, this time by an eyewitness report from ‘Poland -
on Solidarnose, “Polith Workers' New Form of Organ-
ization” by Andy Phillips. The youth page featured -
participant reports from Washington, D.C., Loa Anpa.

""" les ind Sin Francisco under the headline “No Draft,
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No War, US. Out of El Selvador,” while the youth
column by Jim Mills was on ‘ﬂ‘-‘Tgeris-E.‘ace__Dmft,*_Ug.

employment, Lower Wage.” .~ .o
' Both'ilis Janasry-Februkry isse’ and-the” March is-

“sue feaitired parts I and II of & “Theory/Practice” £8-
gay columnn entitled, “China’s ‘Gang" of Fowr" Triak
Charade and the So-Called Cultural Revolution; Me-.
dia and the Global Crisiz.” =~ = T

- In April, News & Letters published an important
2858y by Michsel Coanolly, “The Prasant Dimension
in Latin America: it's Test of the Relation of Theory

“to Organization.” - . 0 T

- The world situation had alwayr been crucially inte-

" gral to every issue of News & Letiers. The May iseue
featured" & report from Britain, “Brixton Rebellion
Shakes Thatcher's Britein,” while: the June issue pub-
liched an essay article by Neda Azad, “Middle East
Woraen: Liberation and Socisi Revolution” - =
~.A central section of the 1081.82 Draft Perspectives
related to “Grganizational Responsibility for Mardst-
Humanigm.” Far from that being an organizational
question oniy, it marked the period both of Marx’s

- last decude snd oir ags. Put differently, the continu- -
ing ‘importance of Marx's Ethnological Notebaoks:
wasn't only in the Notebooks, but in how it lluminat-
ed the new moments of that lnst decade in relation to
what he called the “new humanism” from the begin-
nitig, and what he re-articulated in his greatest theo- -
retical work, Capital, The October Nows & Latters -
carried Kevin A. Barry's esaay “the French Edition of -
Cepital, 100 Years After,” with many quotations from
Marx's own editing which Engels had not inciuded in
his post-Marx editing of "editions of Captial, A key
missing paragraph from the “Accumulation of Capital”

- 8ection had. deait with the continued raechapization

_and centralization of capital and the “general crisis.”

" In projecting what we now know as imperiglism, Marx
related the general crisis to the expansion of foreign

trade and “the world merket successtully annexed ex-
' :':ensive_ areas .of the New Wosld, Asia and Austra-
Ninctecn eighty-one ended with a front page eyewit-

-ness report en Nicaragua, Peru and Mexico, “Latin

- Amurice’s Revolutionary Spirit” by Anne Molly Jsck-

- 8on. The “Woman as Reason” coluran by Suzanne Ca-
- ey "Rose Lazemburg—Origina! Chacscier sad Revp< -~
lutionary” was reiated to the forthcoming Rosa Luz- - ’

T e e ma




einburg} ‘.%_'omen’i Libérétion';and, Marx's'

Philosophy of  Revclution. The “Theory/Practice”
.column waa on the 180th anniversary of Hegal's' deaih; -
“How: Valid:for:Our Day Are ‘Marz's: Hegelian ‘Roota?” 7

- 1982 - NEW BOCK, OBJECTIVE,. -
~ In 1982,'Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberetion and ™

Marx's Philosophy of Revelution was published; fis

" final chapter (12) did & great desl more than set the
record straight thet Engles was no Marx. Rather, the

" todsysiess of Marx'e Marzism rconcretized”the trail

" . froma the -1880s to the 1980s for our age.'News and <

- Letters Committees made that ‘the facal point as they -

- organized 'a national tour for me on the occasion of -
Marx’s centenary. o R
“Nineteen-eighty-twe in general 'was a year of new

. deveiopmenta in the ‘Black Dimension both in the
© US. and in South’ Africa; Charles Denby's “Worker's -
- Jounsl” in the January-February issue was entitled

"Heitians Dehumanized at- Krome” The Women's’

Liberstion page had an article by Diane Lee on “Win-

‘nis Mandela Banned Again” The counter-revolution .

continued also in Poland. Our front page editorial arti-

- cle was called “Poland: Counter-Revolution: Drives the
Revolution Underground; the Resistance Continues,”
while the “Theory/Practice” column was on “Begin's
Israel Moves Further Back to His Reactionary, Ter-
rorist Origins,” and fesiured excerpts from my Politi-
.cal-Philosophic Letter, I ‘

In the same issue, the “Black-Red View” column fo-
cused on “Poland, Haiti: Freedom Indivigible,”  while
the March issue, in celebration of International Wom- °
en’s Day, featured a revoluticnary Polish exile, Urszu- .

i Wislanka, writing on” “The Revclutionary Activity

of Palish Women.” = T
~Humanities Press was bringing out 2 new edition of
Philosophy and Revoluticn and the May issue print-

ed my new introdustion which answered the critique

of George Armstrong Kelly in his book, Retrest from -
Elensis, which had taken issue with my interpretation

.of Hegel's Absclute Method, .. . .

The internationalism was not only a question of
what was ‘central to us in recording international
struggles and participating whirever we could, but

- was alss reflected in the fact that our main works
were reproduced in many different languages, S

- Thus, above the newintroduction o Philosophy
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and Revolution, the May issue carried a picture of -
many of the editions of both Marxism and Freedom: '
. U.S., 1958; Italy, 1962;.. Japan, 1084; Francs;:1071: Bt
&n, 1971; Mexico, 1976; end of Philosnphy 'and -Reves:
lution; U.S,, 1973; Italy, 1977, Mexico, 1977; Germany, -
1981, Since then Resa Luxemburg, Women's Libera. =
-tion and Marz’s Philosaphy of Revolution hea ap-
peared in Spanish in-an edition of ‘19,000 -ins - Maxico
published by Fundo de Cuitura, =~ ' - L T
' The most- exciting ramification of the international -
editions had heen.the publication of Marxism and -
Freedom in Japan in 1954, Not only because it resuft-
ed in an internationa! tour by myeelf throughout Ja-
- pan, ‘but berause Japanese revolutioniiries of Zenshin-

SSpTATLLL A WY MAMMVIICIITS U T 4O
publistizd many of cur pamphlets from Charlea Den.-
by's Workers Battle Automation, with ‘which- Toyota
workers identified, to several of my philosophic ‘esaays
as weil_as my pamphlet on the Afro-Asian Revolu-
tions.... . ) : , : . : :

The May 1982 issue also carried a front page article
by Michae! Connolly called “The European Anti-Nu-
clear War Movement Crosses the Atlaniic,” and A,
Fortunoff reviewed Joel Kovel's The Age of Desire,
“A Freud-Marx Synthesis?” - S

The June issue's “Worker's Journal” feetured "Land
and Freedom in Lowndes County” with the views of
Gardenia - White, Ethel Dunbar and "Charles Denby,
and included a picture of a rural worker in Lowndes
County, Alabama. This issue also printed a letter from:
Irish activist. Eibhlin Ni Sheidhir on the women's
movement in Ireland. The yeuth page had a major re-
port of a-conference the News and Letters Youth

Committee sponsored at Wayne State University on

“Women, Military Madness and the Registration: Boy-

catt.” We printed reports by Laura Strehlow, ex-sailor _
-_.and military; racister: Dan-Rutt, draft regisiration res=+ - -~
gister; Jim Mills, News & Letters youth columnist
and anti-militarist ectivist. Peter Wermuth's lead arti-
cle was on *Pglestinians Opnose Begin's Reactionary
Crackdown on the West Bank and Caza” - '
The fnt page article of August-September on “E]
Salvador: tna Right Wing and the U.S. Seek to Crush
the Revoiution,” was written by Mary Holmes, who was
the following year to become a co-columnist with Kevin'
A. Barry of the “Our Life and Tiraes” column, A new'

“youth” columniat, Ida Fuller, ‘wrote on'.-"‘deay'sl_ new

. campus ectivisra,” ' -

i
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Israel’s " impexsialist invasion ‘of Lebanen, like' Kho- -
1eini's usurpation of :the 1979 tevolution in: Iran,-dis-"
closed a new and horrible stage of counter-revolution 1n

. the Middle East, On Sept.19,1982 1 ‘with'that ge-

- ‘nocidal wa : pub-

* lished title “Down: with the Perpe-

ators of the Palestinjan Slaughter,” - while in. the No-’
vember iazua the “Our’ Life'and Times" column’ focused -
on “Alt ‘Sides Cover Up Shatila Massacre: Lebanese
Factions, Palestinian Leaders, Israeli gnd Arab Rulers.”

Our writingz on the Middie East were not separated
from our continuing philesophic writings both in the
‘Draft Perspectives in the July issue onthe need tg
trarsform reality and in reproducing the Introduction to

" Rosa Luxemburg,r‘.".’cmeﬁ’s Liberation and Mark’s Phil.”
osophy of Revelution in the November News & Letters,
<. The yeer ended with the front page article reproduc-

" ing ‘the Political-Philosophic Letter op Andropov’s as-
cendency, while “Wcrker's»Joumal"_‘had a guest column
by Lou Turner on “Namibia: Crisis and Challenge.” Our
Latino page fentured a special section “Guatemala: the
Dimension of Indien Peasants, Indian Women" which
included articles by Guatemalan revelutionaries, Domin.
go Hernandez Iztoy, founder of the Committee of Pess-
ant Unity of Guatemata, and Manueia Saquic, a 17-yeay
old Ixil Indian from El Quithe, T

~What has always been primary to Marxist-Humanists
has been to keep the paper open to revolutionaries in- -
ternationally as well as to new types of audieaces. Our
.Right to Know Brailje Press, under the coordination of
Steve Fletcher and Susie Van Gelder, has taped. for

'sight~impuired people each month’s issue of News &
Letters, the major books, Marxism and Freedom., Phil-
oscphy: and Revolution and Ross Luxemburg, Wom-
en’s Liboration and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution,
8s well as numerous pamphlets- from Workers Battle
Automation to the Afro-Asion Revolutions as well as -
my essays on Hegelian dialectics, —

1983 - THE MARX CENTENARY ‘ .

By active participation with Latin American revolus
tionaries, East Eurcpean dissidents and new revolution-
ary exiles' irom Iran, asg well as projecting the new
works of Marx!, we openad new doorg, or more precisely

1. The first publization in Euglish of a portion of Man's Mathematical

Manuseriptn occurred in 1983, Qur commentary on it in J9R4 led 1o g

- bulictn, The Fetish of High Tech and Karl Marx’s Unkuown
" Mathematical Manuscripts. _ o o

s amem it et d b e i,

-50- '

11500.'

et et b

e e e s




" mew piatforma for the projection of Marxist-Humanism
~....% the Black dimension, to women's’liberation_ and in
.. deed, to academia, Just ns’the fact that 1970; the 200th

5 anniversary of the birth of Hege! and the 100tk of the
birth of Lenin, had opened doors into academia as well
o5 platforms and journals for' Maviet-Humenism in the
U.8., 20 did the Marx centenary in 19832 . -0 .
* My uational lecture tour for that centenery wai not -
only the most extensive’, but the most exciting to me
‘becsuseé the very first lecturs, at the University of West
Virginia in Morgantown, was in the city which had been
a center for the Miners' general strike of 1949-50 in-

~..which I was active. Moreover, I couid make & direst
- connection with Marx, since it was John Brown's attack
on Harper's Terry, West Virginia that led Marx to de-
clare a new world epoch had emerged as he foresaw the
rising of the slaves in sn actual Civil War. It not only
happened, but its ramifications in Britain helped lead to
the eatablishment of the First Workingman's Interna- Lo

tional, headed by Marx. The recollection cf this sirike Ry .
~ (some who had participated in the 1949-50 strike were S

in the audience), and the recognition that West Virginia A

as a state was born out of that Civil war, not only msde

for an exciting discussion, but led me to rethink that

strike where 1 had been active at the very time I was

_digging into the Hegelian dialectic. In 1953, the combi-
-nation of the activity in the 1950 strike and the conti-
nued concentration on the final chapter on Hegel's Sci-
~ ence of Logie, “Absolute Idea,” led to my breakthrough
on Hegel's Absoluta Ideat = - :

The fact that a 1983 Wesi Virginia audience did
not consider that 195G general strike somecthing just
in the past, but saw it related to the present era’s
concers with the relationship of practice to theory,
end the faet that they were grappling with my view
that practice was itsclf a form of theory, and that it
was up to revolutionsry philosophers to meet that -
chailenge, made me conclude that that historic strike
"must be recorded. Thic was further reenforced when
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" 2 Just u in the 19708 Telos in'the United Siates, Pra=ls in Yugoslusia
avi fut Aut in Italy published my essny on the “Philosophic Ambiva-
lence of Lenin”, a0 Praxia International publizhed my “Marz's ‘New -

. Humanism' and the Dialectics of Women's Liberation in Primative and
Modern Societies” delivered in the Marz centenary year.

- - % Soo listing ia Neww & Letiers, March and April 1983, - =~ - -
4. See “Letters un the Absolute Idea,” The Ruya Dunayevakaya Col-
Fection, Marzist-Humeniam, 1941 To Today, Its Origin And De-

“velopment iz the U.S. pp. 1797-1512 : .
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my lecture teur reached New York, and Y was asked
for an interview by the Tamiment Libravy of New
York University; which. hes come. of my - works. The .
‘Library -was . busy resording - what they called the =
Orat History of the America Left. The interview they
took from me on that Miners’ general strike further. .
- reinforced: that conclusion. The result was my deci-- 7
" sion te record the stiike not only as I saw it, but'to
have. the: pamphlet cc-suthored by a former miner,
Andy Philips, who had headed a rank-and-file. com.
mitiee in that strike. The pamphlet we wrote wus en-
- titled The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1849-50 and
© the Birth of Marxist-Huinanism in the U.S.~~A 1980s
View, oo oo TR
_All that' space permits me to devote here to the rest
of that tour is to note that both at UCLA and UC San.
ta Barbars, Black Studies were among the important
sponsors, with Professor- Cedric Robinson at UC Santa
Barbara creating a half hour video interview of me on
the Black movement's relation to Magism, especially as
to the origins of the American: Negro Labor Congress -
and its paper the Negro Champion in Chicago.t -~
News & Letters in its January-February, 1983 isene i
published the first English translation of Rosa Luxem- -
burg's “Martinique.” the March issue was a Marx cen-
tenary special which featured excerpts from untranstat-
ed excerpts of the French edition of Capital, a summa-
tien of Marxist-Humanist Archives by myself, an essay
by Michael Connclly'on the unknown Ethnologiical Ng-
tebooks and .4 column by Lou Turner on “Kearl Marx
and the Black World.” The front page article was titled
“Unemployed Millions,  Anti-War Protests, Reveal a
Western Europe in Crisiz” by Kevin A. Barry. S
The April issue continued with reports on new youth
. protests. This time Qlga Domanski wrote the front page
article on “Rising Campus Protests Confront Miltarism, _
Reaganomics, Racism.” In the "Woman as Reason” col-
umn, Suzanne Casey wrote ch a vicious public vape in
New Bedford, titling her coluran, “New Bedford: ‘The

5. The new doors opened in

the Black Dimension during the Marx cen-
tenery tour had as precedent the turbulent 1980s when our participating

in mass Black struggles way most direct and meant new relationships

with Black movement organizers. One wich was Raymond McKay, e

_ Uve in"the Marylond Freedem Urninn. He later came to Detreit and
helped coordinzte reports on the Black muvement that appeartd in our

- publicstion Black Mass Revol® as well ax chairina the Biack/Red Con..

"*7  ference which' Denby had ‘called n 1969 and to which'T give a talk on
. . E’hl_\ilosophy and Revolution which was in the process of being written at
at time, - ’ : h ‘
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" Infinite Degradation of Man,’” w}nle Lcu Turner re-'
-ported- from Washington, D.C, on “Howard University:
~ Black® Wnters, Student Protests in Two Worlds.”: The
“'same’ issue’ pnru,eu an oan ietter from a Gdansk wom-
“‘an striker in prison, Ewa Kubasiewicz. K
in May we continued our’ international reports on
_freedotn’ movements, be they in Poland or South Africa
‘with ‘our lead on “Workers from Poland and South’ Afri-
ca to U.S. Strive for Freedony™ Ly Wichsel Connelly,
the front page had pictures both of Seuth African metal
workers on strike and Janusz Onyszkiewicz addressing
an unofficial Sohdanty rally to commemorate the 1943
 Warsaw Cheito uprising. Within America we. had re-
~ports from Native American Shainape Shcapwe on “10
* Years After wounded Knee” and an interview with one
of the great leaders of the’ Biack movement m the
1960s, Gloria Richsrdson,

National revolutions dominated the pages of News &
Letters that yesr, with the June issue printing excerpts:
from a presentation by Dr. Arsia Tesggai, Coordinator
of the Research and Information center for Eritrea on
‘Eritrea: Revolution, Refugees and Reconstruction.” :
T\«o ‘Canadian writérs who visited Costa Rica and Nica- -
ragua wrote on “Health and Safety in Ongoing Revolu-
tion.” The front page article “U.s. and Central America
Youth Resist Reagan's New War Pmn.-." was by David
Park.

"Sowero Day: Black Con%c;ous':ess and Marxist-Hu-
manism” by Lou Turner was a report of our participa-
tion at a Sowete Day Conference where Turnor spoke
on how Marxist-Humanism has_giver a platform to
‘speakers and writers including LB. Tabata, .Phyllis
Niantaia and student activists from the Black Con-
sciousness Movement as well as special articles directly
from South Africa. it appeared in'the July issue.

The internationalist characteristic of News & Letters
was Inanifested also in the Iranian revolutionaries in ex-
ile translatmg '\I.\twnahsm, Communism, Marxist-Hu-
marism and the" \fro-Asmn Revolutions. Raha's Pre-
face to the Farsi transiation was pubushed in the August-
September issue. The QOctober issue had an article on
“Chile 1583: Repression and the Struggle for Freedom.”

The year 1982 was summed up &8 well as progected in
the Draft Perspectives pnnted in the July issue, "Mass
Unrest ‘at Home and ‘Abroad in the Global Year of the

LA e o1 :
n‘h"”“" which foatured ar.a‘._,m of Contsal A nluvlu.n. -—nn.- s

aragua, Honduras Panarm, Quatemale—and South Ameri-
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centrating on Syria and the PLO, The third section of the
... draft Perspectives was entitled “Marx's Finul Writings Yot - -
Us Hear Max Thinking” - T
That responsibility for Marxist-Humanist ideas was nct .
... fust cur historic ;responsihility but was divectly. affsctine oo
~ News & Letters as paper and as Organization-Comimit-
tees when on the one hand we were facing a Constitu.
tional Convention, and on the other hand ouy Black -
production worker-founder-editor Charles Denby was
“lying very ill. Here are excerpts from his last letter to
. As you know, I have been ill, and Just in case the docior - .
will not allyw me to attend und address this Constitutional
. Convention, I wanted to say o few words to all of you about
Wy thoughts and feelings at this moment in the life of our-
organization: I feel very strorgly about iwhat this Marx cen-
tenary means to me ~- and what Merxism means to me —
@ movement to change the world totally, This year we have
- taken big steps in that direction, historic steps. .
First, we have finclly in our hands the whole "trilogy of
revolution.” Anvone can’ see and read what Marsist.Hu-
manism has represented over neurly 30 years since our
fouading, since our first Constitutional Convention. All my
life in the movement we have seen how many parties have
turned Marx's philosophy into its opposite. But now we can
say to zveryone: “Here is Marx’s philosophy of liberation,”
and we know that it is the path to freedom. ' '
Second, we have published an expanded new edition of .
American Civilization en - Trial. I was very glad that
" Raya's new essey in it took up Mars's view of the Black
world, and our own work. We have always spoien about
and practiced the two-way road between the U. S, and Afri-
ca in the ideas of freedom, und it is as clear in American

.ca--'«Chile',.Brazi], Bolivia%as well as the Middié _;E'ast, con- -

Civikization on Trial az it is in Philoeephy and Reve-
Intion and in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation
‘and Marx's Fhilosophy of Revelution, But the'reason ¥
am most happy that it is being published now, is that it can

- help the movement reach a new slage, o
'The 75 years of Charles Denby's life were so full of
- class’ struggles, Bluck revolts, and freedom movements
thet they illumivate not only the present but cast a
iight even on the future, At the same time, his autobio-
grpahy—indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Jour-
, nal—reaches back into the period from his birth in Ala-
. oams and life in the Seuth untll the Dapression when
he came to Deiroit to beconio an sutc worker. It was in
. the 15308, while he lad a wildcat strike, ihat he met the
- Trotskyiets. I first met Denby when he spoke at a So-
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_cialist Workers' Party Convention: when his eloguence -
both on bis life in the South and the North, especially
. of the 1943 Detroit Black uprising, did more ‘then make -
. an_indelible impression on me, It was clear. that. we..
" were co-thinkers because we didn't identify all: of Marx-
iem with ‘Trotskyism. The specific question at issue was
the Black question and the Marxists' relationship: to it, -
-of which Denby was veryizritical, Oyr paths never sepa. .
rated. Thie is clear from the difference between the {first
part of his autobiography which ends with the decade
of the 1940s, and part II, which was published in 1978,
and tahes up the decades when we became an inde-
pendent tendency and Denby becaise editor of News &
Lettera® _~ : S ; '
The continuation of Mardst-Humenism's News &
~ Letters,, even with so curcial a loss as the death of
-Charles ‘Denby, was shown in the very firat iscus of
1984 with “Worker's Journa!” becoming two front page
columns, “Workshop Talks” co-written by our Labor
Editor, Felix Martin, a production worker in auto, and &
young workez working within primarily immigrant labor
- shops, John Marcotte, and “Black World" written by ]
Black writer-activist, Lou Turner, who had moved to.
Detroit, the News & Letters Center, at the fequest of
Denby, to do guest columns in the last period whenever

Denby wouid feel too ill to write, - :

~This same issue published an #nalysis of the depth of
the mass revolt in the Philippines, “Philippine Masses
Move To Topple Marcos, Close Up U.S. Bases” while
Lou Turner. reported on “Black Labor Focus of Two
History Conferences,” the North American Lsbor Histo-
ry Conference and the Study of Afro-American Life and
History conference. ST

Finally, the U.S. imperialist invasion of Grenada
-caused an immediate responsa of protest in- Berkeley
which we reported on, “Down with U.S. Lnperialism'’s

- * - - ~ e -
Unprovoked Invasion-of the Soversign State of Grepa-

. da!” We announced that we would carry an analysis of
the Grenada events in two foras, as the lead asticle in
the next issue of News & Letters ard as a Political-
Philogophic Letter. : :

The whole front page of the iszue of Nows & Lotters .-
in Dacember was titled “The Three Way Drivi to War:
Grenada, Endless Militarization, Retrogression on Black

_6._'_I'haenﬁte&patm_ﬁitheﬂwmbu,.!m-inmc;fﬂmém :
‘»ta."i'iaidawtudtnmmks:sadimr.mthhhlastwritins;aﬁdmyln"
. Memoriam article. - T o

L AL TR AT A e s

Ty SN

v




~ -Rights.” It also had a special eyewitness report from
- Grenada on “The Mass Freeing and Army Murder of-
- Maurice Bishop.” We reprinted in this issue the .article’
-from " Africa Today, “Dunayevskaya on the Black .
- World,” which was a veview of my Marxism and Free-
dom;~Philosophy and Revolution and ‘Rosa Luxem-

_burg, Women's Liberation and:Marx’s Philosophy of
.Revolution.1984 _ S Co
* ' The first ‘issue of 1984 (January-February), had two
new columns on page one in the place  accupied by
Charles Denby’s “Worker's Journal”: “Workshop ‘Talks”
and “Black World.” The “Black World” celumn by Lou -

- Turner was the first part of a critique-review of the in..
tial-two volumes of a projected 10 volurne collection of
Marcus Garvey Papers edited by Robert Hill, This cri-

" tique ‘continuad in the March issue. This fast 1934 issue
8lso printed the new introduction to American Civiliza-

.tion on Trial, “A 1980s View of the Two-Way Road Be-

- tween the U.S. and Africa,” while Diane.Lee wrote the .
“Woman ‘as Reason” column-on “Questions of Theory.

* for Black Women Writers.” S .

©  The March -News & Letters printed the new: intro-

. duction {o Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Human-
ism and the Afro-Asian Revolutions and included two
pictures, one of South African women demonstrating
against apartheid’s Pass Laws in 1958; and cne of the
Soweto youth in rebellion in 1976. There was also & re-
port from tha Gumbia on the arrest of Dixon Colley,
the editor of the Left paper, The Nation. : '

Certain of  the essay articles became important to
News and Letters Committees, not just as something in
oneissue of the paper, but what we would want 10 use

" as if it were a pamphlet, This is what we did with Ter-
ry Moon’s essay “Eleanor Marx in America,” which ap-
peared in the March issue, and which was subsequently

issued as a mini-pamphlet, )
. One other feature that we became more econcerned
" with since Denby’s death was our Philosophic Technical
. Comnmittee which prepares the copy sent in for News &
Letiers. Mary Joe Grey, one of its - members, became
the co-author of the Women-Worldwide column along
with Susie Van Gelder. R
A first hand report from India describing the women's
movement. and a book, Unmanageable Revolutionar-
ics—Women and Irish Nationalism, reviewed by a
" London feminist reader, were carried_in the April issue.
The front page article dealt with “Battles Over Conl

56- 511505

Rl T RN Y e B T e e e e




Mme Safety Shuw Stakes Are ngh for Labor in 1984"
while -a- full page was devoted to an essay- article on-
“Black Opposition to U.S. Imperialism st -the End of
the 19th Century” by John Alan.” Lou ‘I'urner’s “E
"World" column analyzed “Miami and Black America,”
The “Theory/Practice” column in that issue was on
“Marx’s Philosophy of . Revolution . vs, Non-Marxist-

Scholar-Careerists in ‘Marxism',” and cafried a lengthy

critique of Terrell Carver's Karl Marx Texts on Me-
thod, his Marx & Engels, The Intellectual. Relutmn- :
.slh,g as well as 8 fo*-thcummg amcle “Mm'xxsm as Me-
thed” -

Mlchplle Landau's “May Day Includes Workmg Wom-
en —~ Past and Present” -appeared in May, where the

" women'sliberation page included as-well a ‘picture of
Lizzie Swaak-Holmes, who organized a march by Chica-

‘go sewing women for the eight-hour day on May 3§,

1886. The emphasis on tlass struggles could be seen in a

story on “Class War Returns to Arizona Copper Mines”

which included s, plcture from the Phelps-Deodge strike.

The draft perspectives, 1984-85, “Where Are the 1980s

Gomg"” centered around “At Home Abroad, Abroad at

Home" and appeared in- this May issue. - -

- A Preconvention Discussion Bulletin that year pub
hshed a breakth“{mgh in the science field as it related :
to computers, “Marx’s Mathemnatical Manuscripta and
the Fetish of High.Tech” by. Ron Brokmeyer.' It stirred
a wide discussion and was reissued as part of an ex-
panded pamphlet which included discussion by Franklin
Dimitryev, Malcolm, Ted, and Raya Dunayevskeya. . -

The June issue was characterized by extensive reports
of cluss struggles. The front page story was on the Tole-
do workers blockade, featured on the spot workers' re-
ports and a picture of the strikers and their supporters

. being tear-gassed. Stories were carried on nurses strikes
__exposing dehurnanized care in St. Puul, Detroit, Los An-
geles and New York. The same issue carried an article
from Bihar, India on “Women's Lives in India” as well
"as8 ‘& report from London on “Miners’ Strike Arouses
British Workers.” The “Our Life and Times” column in-
cluded a report of “200,000 . Strike Throughout Wast
Germany

-The August- Septernber front page article featured ex.
cerpts from the News and Letters Committees Conven-
tion PerspectiveS' “Rengan’s Central America Wers v,
Revolutions in-Theory snd-Practice.” The issue caﬁ‘ied- -
both 2n “As Others See Us” of an Italmn review in the
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. journal Dimensioni of Philosophy end Revolution and
" Rosa Luzemburg, Womeén’s - Liberation and Marx’s |
Philosophy of Revolution by Valeria E. Ruseo and a
.+ “Wornan as Reason”, column which reprinted from OFf
- Our‘Backs Terry Moon's Ietter on Raya Dunayevskaya

and Michelle Landeauw's review of Rosa Luxemburg,
. Women’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosphy of Revoly- -
-, ton, D o e
The October issue had a front page article on “"What
Would Four More Years of Reagan, World Qutlaw, -
Mean.” Angela Terrano wrote the “Woman as Reason
column on “Women Miners Fight Poverty, : Chauvi-

" nism," " while. the “Black World" column, “Aboriginal
Women ‘Speak,” reviewed We Are Bosases Ourselves:
ine Stetue and Role of Abcriginal Women Today.
The Labor page was almost fully devoted to stories
“From the Auto Shops” including veports from Felix
Martin, ' Labor Editor, as well as from Detroit, Ven
Nuys and Oklshoma. The “Workshop Talks” column
asked “Will Labor Gain a Mind of Its Qwn?" We also
printed a report from Britain, “British Miners, Women
Strike Supporter/Activists Speak for Themselves.” Fi-
nally, & bulletin flush in “Gur Life and Times” told of
the “New T'rials in Yugoslavia” where Marxist-Human-
ists of the Praxis group, organized eince the 1960s, and
including the leader of the 196%& student revolt, Viadimir
Milanovic, faced prosecution.

. The_revolts abroad were highlighted in the Philip-
pines with the Lead by Kevin A. Barry in the Novem-
ber issue. That issue also carried John Marcotte's “Im-
migrant Woyrkers Face Capitalist Horrors” and included

-~ workers in a New York sweatshop. The “Thecry/Prac-

tice” column printed excerpts from the Political-Philo-
sophic Letter entitled, “Counter-Revolution and Revolu-
_tion: Grenada, the Caribbean Toduy, and the Challenge
froms 30 Years of Movements from Practice that were
‘Themselves Forms of Theory,” which had been wriften
shortly after the invasion. We carried a picture of the
opposition in Grenada one year after its “success.”
L - L LR .} .

ARCHIVES AND REVOLUTION . _

Were it not for Dr. Philip A, Mason, Director of the
‘Wayne State University - Archives of Labor and Urban
Affairs,” asking to interview me on my Archives, thia
would complete the 30-Year Retrospective-Perspective, -
He invited .me 5 give a lecture in -March ‘of 1985°in
copnection with an exhibit on my Archives which sre. ..
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v o deposit at Wayne State ‘Univessity, Because the Ar-
- . chives are'integral {0 any retrospective of Nows & Let-.
ters, I wish to briefly sum-up in relation to that exhibit

.. aud my talk. In asking me tc -Addrese the Archives M.

“Raya Dunayevskayz Collection: Marzist-Humanism—.
‘1843 To Teday, Its Origic sad Development in the
U.8,, lie wanted me to relate some of my early history,”

. inclading whon 1 came 5 the United Staies, -~ - -

Remembrance of things past, from the perspective of
the more than 60 years that I have been in this coun-
~ try, meant raviewing experiences in relation ‘to histeric:
events whereby discontinuity and continuity merge. Be- _
cause my arrival in the United States as a child from
Russia coincided with what wae going on in the Palmer .
- " Raids, in- the new Black vprisings, and in a general “cul.
“ture shock,” this interrelationship of history and person-
al lifs disclosed that elmdat asg 500n as I was here there
wes &n identification with “Red” in gremmar school and
soon a relation to the founding of the American Negro
. Labor Congress and its paper, The Negro Champion.
Thus, a smile: came o0 my lips when 1 discovered that
the Chicago Tribune had in 1924 recorded my strike at
‘Cregier public school, and I could read, “Many of the
strikers came on roller skates.” We were thirteen-year-
-olds, . - S : S
- The talk 1 gave March, 1985 at WSU Archives was
entitled “Dialectics of Revolution: American Roots and
Marx's World Humenist Concepts"? was deposited as -
part of my Archives. All 1 want to mention here is new
things in the Exhibit which had not been in the Ar-
chives, not only the article on the school strike from the
Chicago Tribune, but a truly historic find, one issue of
the Negro Champion.® Thare was also & photo Leon

Trotsky inscribed to me as well as a photo of myself
and Natalia Trotsky. .

At the reception after my-talk, I had a-chance to in--

7. Excerpls of the talk as well as g report of the Eshibit and talk were
printed in the April, 1985 News & Letters,

- 8. The U.8. Congressional “Red Fijea” g&ve an account of the founding
.convention of the Negro American ILsbor Congress: “The Congress
‘opened Sundey svening, October 25 (running for 6 days) at the Metro-

politan Community Center, 4118 Giles Avenue...Necorstions, due to the
ehergy-and tact of the Chicago lacal committee of action, fittingly and
distin-tively complied with the epirit of the first notional meeting of
Negro workers ever convened in the Western wotld .. Thundergus ap-
Plause greeted Lovett Fort-Whiteman, natienal organizer of ‘he {Ameri-
czn) Negre Labor Co when he stepped upon the platform to re.
.- ply 4o the sakers of ilié evening on behalf of the rationel committees
' of the Congvess.” = . - . ' ‘
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troduce o the- audience’ the mdow of uharles I)enby,
~ Ezhel Durbar, as a writer in her own right. She imme-
d.abely indentified herseif as “Christine,” the- author of

_her nwn chapters in Danhvn m-‘hvnnnf “nnrf- A
Wnﬂ:pr' .l'num_la]_

The Exhibit spanneu“'?fn"e der'ades frém the 19203 o
the 1880s. The Archwes ..s ong'mally handed in to

Waoumna Qiaty, "\nwa-‘ writh: 1

Yrayil wreBle  DeEar E"C.r. n L C6T u.a",i}om.

ence from Leon Trotsky fro"n the pericd 1937-38 when'I
-was- his secretary in Mexico. That date 1841 was the
first publication of my writings. on. the- theory of state-
capitalism.’ Recently I have discovered papers from the
19208 and '30s and have handed them: in to my Az
" chivez collection. The Exhibit included and Archwes
‘now hasz & copy of my latest work, Womew's Libaration .
‘and the !}ialectics of' Reveluhon' Reaching for the
"‘uture._ R - S
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Raya Dunayevskaya C@ueman <

on deposit at the Wayne “tate University
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Detroﬂ
Michigan is avai!able on microﬁlm.

- The collectzon mcludes the newly added

Vu.hu-c X 1901-1:700--111&_“8“68 of

‘Revolution: American Rnots
and World Humanist Cuncepts

Volume XIE:. Retrospective and Perspectwe—-
- The Raya Dunayevskayva Collection,
' 1924_-1986

Fiva microfilm rx.e 53100

Also available:

The Guide to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection
FPrepared ‘by'News & Letters

s2
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An angoma amlys;s of freedom acthims cs tf‘ev are
occurrmg— o : . :
Subscribe to News & Latters and receive each issue
in the mail as events are -unfolding. Give us your
story to be published in News & Letters. Subscrip-
tions are avmlable fur only $2.50 a yeor,

A Retroanectwe on the E vents of - Revol.ztzon a
oounter-Revolutwn in the 1970s and 1980s—

‘Bound volumes of News & Letters are aveilable for
~ the years 1070-1977, and 1677-1984. $95 each.

1%

. ‘ ] M
or M:'crdﬁlm——

Availakle from Uruvars]ty Microfilms Intemational
300 Zeeb Road, Ann .'\rbor MI 48106 -

__Pieuse enter my aubacnntion for ‘one year of News &
- Letters, 1 enclose $2.5C.

——Pleuse make me u substainer subscriber to Mews &
Lett.era. I will send §__monthly,

_Please send me thefollowing bound volumes of News
& Leiters. 1970-77___; 1977-84___; I enclose $25 for each
bound volume, -

NmeAddmsa
City . State...................Z!p_

r-fawa & Iﬁtleré‘,’ 59 E. Van an, Room 707,
_Chieago, 1. 80603
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~ Marxist-Humanist writings -

¥

4

-11\1('.’...’...

va Dunaysvskava

o

of nega-

tivity for a period of proletarian rev-

olution, as well as for the ‘birth-time'
of history in which Hegel lived.”

$10.95

Fadiidb A

This collection of writings. develops
the dialectics of revolution which
emerges from masses in motion, in-
cliding not only women and men but
all - the forces—labor, youth, the
d Black dimension, as well as women's
liberation. - $16.93

pperiThe

“Punayevskaya's book goes beyond B8
the previcus intarpretations. It shows
not only that Marxian economics and
politica ara throughout philosophy,
but that the latter is frop the begin-
ning economics and politics.”

—-Herbert Mascuse . §10.85

The transportation of reality remains

the warp & woof of the Marxian dia-
lectic,” This dialectical principle will

- 14 show itself, I hope, to be the unifying
4 force for all threc parts of the book.,

—from the Author's Introduction

y : . $10.88

Bttt vt
R, 767, CM?IZ'J; I 80805
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Marxis Humamsm's Vlew'
of the Biack Dlmeusmn

Marxtst Humamsm and the
Afro-Asian. Reuolutwns

by Raya Dunayevskaya
1984 edition containg new Introduction
$1 25 :

American Civilization or Trial:
Black Masses as Vanguard
Statement of the National Editorial
Board of News & Letters (1963, 1970, 1984
\ 2 .

Indignant Heart:
A Black Worker's Joumal
by Charles Denby, -
(Editor News & Leiters, 1955-1983}

F R

e et ag——y =t =

u-uru-n--qrmu .
Frante Fanon, Scwato & X
fAmerican Blszk Thought

R ER R N

Frantz Fanon, Sowsto and

American Black Thought
by Lou Turner and John Alan

1986 expanded edition includes
introducticn by co-authors and Hay,
Dhnayevskaya, Appendices on
Negritide and Language by Rene
Depestre and Ngugi wa Thiong'o

3 -

¢t s e e e = $ kT
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Order from News & Letters, 59 E, Van an, Rm 707,
: Ohieago, 11N 80605
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“Raya Dunayevskaya is the founder of the philossphy of
- Marxist-Humarism in the United States: Her extensive writings
‘are on deposit at. the-Wavne State: University Archives of Labor
~and_Urban Affairs, under the ttle, “The Raya Dunayevskaya 5
.+ Collection-Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of World De:
- velopment.” This vast collesiion ranges from the 19205 and the -
- 1987-38 pericd when she was Russian Secretary to Leon Trotsky -
- .during his exile in Mexico; through her break with Trotsky at™ - |
- the outbreak of World War II, when she worked oig the analy- "
. 8is of Russia ds:a state-capitalist society from original sources;
- to her founding of the global concept of Marxist-Humanisn: in -
. the post-World War IT- 1950s. Her works demonstrate the con- =
cretization of that philosophy in all the freedom movements of o
“our era~-whether of labor, women, youth or the Black dimen- .
© .sion. Among her major works are. the following books and pams:
.. .phlets: Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until ‘Today .-
- {1958); Nationalism, Communism, Marxist-Hemenism and -
‘the Afro-Asian Revslutions (1959, 1961, 1984); Philosophy
.acd Revolution, from Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to
.. Mao '(1973); Miarw’s - Capital -and Toduy's ‘Giobal Crisis’ -
(1978); Rosa Luxemburg, Womez’s Liberation and Marx's
- Philosophy of Revolution (1£82); Dialectics of. Revolution: -
American Roots sad World Humanist Concepts (1985), co-.
authored with Eugene Walker, Michael Connolly, Olga Doman. -
ski; and Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolu-
tien: Reaching fer the Future (1983). . ' '

News & Letters was feunded in 1955, the year of the De-
troit wildeats againist Automation. and. the Montgomery Bus
Boycott ogainst segregation—acitivities which signaled a new

- movement from prectice whici was itself a form of theory. The -
. paper, edited by the Black cutoworker Charles Denby, wes es-
... fablished so that the voices of reyolt from below could be heard
. not szparated from the articulation of a philosophy of libera-
o, - . S ' '

- News and Letters Committees, an organization of
Marxist.-Humanists, stands for the abolition of capitalism, -
whether in- its private property form as in the US, or its state

. properiy form a8 in Bussia or China, ‘We oppose the class-
- baeed, racist anid sexist societies worldwide. We stand for the
development of new human relations vased on the priscistes of

onsed on the principles of - %

‘Marx's Humanism recreated for our day.
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