Marxism and Fraadom
-and Revolutien (1973),
- recelved widespread
- science and, consaquently, she has noi yet
. bean acknowledged as an important social
. theorist. Novertheless,

(1958) and Phlfosophy
her ideas: have not

her theoretical con-

- tributions fo sosiai science since 1941 have

~ Included the creaticn

end elaboration of

. the theory of state capitalism, a competent

interpratation of the Hegelian

_ an moorings of
Marx’s humenist thought, and the search

. for revolutionary forces In advanced capl-

- talist socisty inciuding,

but going beyond,

. the industrlal proietarlat, Har most recent

. book continues the thames o0 Maixism -,
. Humaniam éven as it further
i ihaareiicai'iﬁgfspectlve by identifying-

women as a historically crucial revolution-

: ary. foree,

I * Women's Lideration andthslmalccucsaf‘a_avslu-

{ enisa thirty-five year coliestion of assays,

i bina ‘issues of
. those of class and racial emancipation. In
- 8skence,
 the'theory and practice of Marxist poiitical

B

15

% eration would follow

3

ietters snd lectures which uniquely con-
women's libaration with

Dunayevskaya's position is that

; parties historically has acknowiedged the
“manifold forms of the expioitation ‘of
wemen under capitalism but has main-
tained, in contrast to Marxs revolutionary
-view, tha ameloiratingwomen'’s oppression
- had totake a back'seat tothe ginancipation
of labor (it was assumed that women’s lib-
automatically from
the soclalist selzure of state power),

@ Dunayevsksya argues that Marxism is fun-

g damentally a humanjst phi losophy of iibar-

ation, a project for “revolution in

permanence,” and, as such, §t cannot

. acespt as legitimats revolutionary theory

. and practice any call for the _
. One or another form of human liberation.

- ot exploited as women on
¢ Sunday,

-

: day, and as workers on Wednesday

deference of
- Black women workers, as an example, are
Saturday and
as blacks on Monday and Tues-

through Friday. instead, they face all forms

18 of enneassion evsiyday i the week and an

- authentic Marxist revolutionary theory and
“practice I3 one which addresses thase

forms of oppresslon simultan!ousiy. as a

i st e O
e
T L M

Sxposure in sociul

develops the

it i L N T I T IV I P

totality.
However, the bookis not an idlecondem- -
nation of alienated Communist practice,
nor does It lack a theoretical or histerical -
ground for its argument. Continqcusly ang,
again, uniquely, Euaayavskaya'integrateé
Marxist - Humanist thought with discus-
sion cf the historicai facts of women as
revolutionary thinkers and activists in var-
ious struggle in the United States, Africa,
Iran, Portugal, Japan, China, Poiand and:

a1 11

~Latin Amerlea. The sffect of inis is the

expansion of our Knowledge of the Marxist
theory of revolutionary process by olacing
ine woman/man question at its center.
ﬂl"h‘"“nng’{u

Dl i 10 L85

ane of the most intelligent Marxist writers
today Is exemplified in her ability to retain
the theoretical position of Marxism as a
philosophy of liberation as she discusses
specific historical events and politicai prac~
tice. She proves the superiority of har posi- -
Hici on ihe centraiity of the woman/man

- question to that. of Engels and every other

post-Marx Marxist through an application
to Man's theoretical discoveries in his Eth-
nalogisal Halabnn‘ks (1972) to the contempor-
ary manifestations of women's oppression.
. Women's Liboratian acd ot iiaétiics of Libera
ilan Is certain to bea disturbing and rewarg-
ing bock not only for post-Marx Marxists,
but for bourgecis feminists ang acadamic
social scientists, It wil} be disturbing
because it will chailenige the theoretical
assumptions of all on women's libaration
and social revoiution. It will be rewarding
because it will awaken all from thelr dog-
matic slumbers. The book will b2 eentro-
versiai certainly, but it remaine tebassenit
it will succeed in giving the Marxism - Hum-
anism of Raya Dunayevskaya the critical
attention it deserves both in the sphere of
Ij'ﬂca! practice and in academic saocial
science. For those who are unfamiiiar with
Dunayevskaya's work, Women's Liberation and
The Dlalectics of Ravolutlan serves as an excef-
fent introduction to Marxiem - Humanism,
and it is guaranteed to wet one’s appetite.

181 - Dunaysvskaya's stature gs
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B”OK REVIEW

komen 8 Liberation end the Dielectics of Revolution

"an account of vomen who have been totally eogaged in the politioel of -~ an
£1ees of their oountries, especially at times. of movement and’ change.,. .
This 35=-year historical » Philosophical ard global view of revoﬁurlon-*“*

ary feminlsn neceosarily is. moving and affecting ‘change for those who
_ need and atudy it._ :

N
L

ders of thought and action explor ed in this scudy’
a

unayavskaya, “exemp ars of reason and revolutionary
ng detail and depth, Dunayevskaya proves Karl Marx '
with an intellectual underpinning of feminist theory-

e uhnnownnro many HOMEN .

Along with women who are ‘historically familiar, she gives us

new heroines of the past and. present, the YIroquols women in America,’
Rosa Luxemburg and today's Anna’ Walentynowicz in Poland, the miners'
'wives in West Virginfa, the Women's Righis Conveations and the abo-
1itionist Rosa Parks, Amy Jacques Garvey, the women 'in Iran against
Ayatollah Knomoini Vera Zasulitch, cne of the three founders of. the...
“Russian Marxist hovemen* in 1317, Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth
“Then there were the milk maids at the Paris Commune and the Freach -

Revolution. Duqayevskaye gives this account in her book Harxism sud
Freedom: '

On March 18th the aoldiers wvere ordered by M., Thiers,

the head of the reactionary government, to transport the
.. cannon of. T'.a-io to Vareailllss, -The milkmaids

B ) g Ay
- A e obe &% kil &3 0’ I'I‘IIU W A WML
‘the streets before fiawn, saw what was afoot and thwarted
the treacherous plans of the reactionary government,
They surrounded the soldiers and prevented them from car-
rying out Thiers' crders. Although the men had not yet
come into the streets on this early morning and although
the women were not armed, they held their own. As in
every real peoples’ .tevolution, new strata of the pop-
vlation were awakened This time it was the women who.
were to act first., When reveille was gsounded, all of
Paris was in the streets, Thiers' spies barely es-
caped. with the information that it was imposeible to
inform on who the leaders of the uprising were, since
‘the entire population was involved.

Women 8 Liberation and the Dialeectiecs of Revelution is st;mursting
reading and should be required reading as women feel their way into )
national and international power struggles vwhere more and more the need:

. -exists for.a femini world view, especially vis a vis Reagan ang
Corbacheve

‘Raya Duna;evokaya i3 the founder of Marxist-ﬂumanism 5n :he Unitéd
States and has been punlishing since 1541, Ber writings, "The Reya
Dunayevskaya Collection,” are housed at Wayne State University. She

'chairs the Rews and Letters Committee which "stands-for the abolition-
?or capiraliam whether in its ‘private form as in the U.S., ‘or its
“state propexty: form as’ 1n Russiz or China,"” Women's Liberation and
the Dizlecticso of Revolution:-- Reachinpifor the Future can y be - ordered
from News und . Letters, 59 East Van Buren, Box 737, Cnicego, Illinoia
: 5 (38 50 hard.over) plus 75 poatage.

Flora Crater




generat¢0u 3econ1ng a WMovement!

1na11y, ill we also dlg into’ "revolution in permanenﬂe"_"

and experience the shock of recognition that it can

not be until it is underwrltten by phllosonhy, its

'D1alectlcs onlng the 31n?b, contlnuous. unstoppah3e

dévelopmeﬁt ¢f thought as well as act?

harx1s+~qum1nlst path of 1¢berat1on will surely

A

greelings and as 'Russian -

- Raya




