RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

EVANSTON, I 60202

Sage . :
B.0. Box 42741
‘Atlanta, GA 30311
Deax Friends,
Yes;please do start my subscription with ‘the Workers Issue. I am very . .
interested in your journal .amd wauld like s know more about it. My long:
‘study as well as sctivity with' Black women began tong before the Women's. o
Liberation Movement formally began, and it wasn't by any means limited to
- the feminist movement. Rather, it was preciszly because I felt that Women -
wag not only & revolutionary force, but Reason itself in the development .

of eivilization, that I started, not with woman scholars originally, but with = ..

the working women. For example, I used the following experience to prove
‘how far in advance the so-called ordinary Black women were to the so-called
- extra-ordinary white intellectual women at the very start of what would become -
a founder of women's liberation, I'm referring to Simone de Beauvoir's :
Ihe Secord Sex as it firct appeared ia France before it was translated into
English, I was so utterly infuristed at her eristentialist statementsg =
that. we women haven't produced a Shakespeare in the literary world or a C
-revolutionary like Lenin in the pelitical world and that since men nevertheless
are the ones who are oppressing us, it is up to them to free us, I proceeded =
‘to trancidta thls to a Black factory worker I was working with, I was happy.”
tc see that not only was 'she just as infuriated as myself, but the firse =
w.ords .out of her mouth wag, "gee, what's she doing to us women, is exactliy

~what white men vere always doing to Black men. - They were always’ talking about

‘this being the white man‘s burder." She proceeded to say that no cne ever
got their freedom who didn't fight for it, and anyone who just gives it to
. you-can also take it back. and she refuged. to wait.until the men ‘would give "’
it to her, : ) I ' '

~ Your issue on Workers was quite magnificant and I look forward to both -
© that isstie and the following issues. o

Sintiereljr Yours,.

. U . T - s LE2 L
o Bt
. P.S... Nnder separate cover.T'm asking News & Letters tc sned you a copy of

the pamphlet where I've summarized 30 years of my work in editing that -
Rewspaper. o e T
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- Women’s Liberation and the Dialect
. Revolution: Reaching for the Future

Women's Liherats ‘Dialecti . "¥In Spring 196 --when the . e

of nauglﬁtion: t%gaﬁﬁg_gﬂgaﬁzgﬁgggggg 190€ Constitutional Revolution every- tg“” opposite -~ One more tyranny?

Bt 4 3i-Toar 6011§§§£é;1;z- ’ one is talking about today was still Why has the creative passion for

Future; A 1O . 4 s 1 freedom in our world not been able

Fevene—Hretoria, Philosophio, Global, alive, and a Women’s Anjunen [Soviet] to ach fraedon?

By Roy Dimnyevesakaya, humanitids was st1ll most uctive, especially in ' " acTheve h.s O:Ii'.lplk ,

Prcss Intermationai, 1985, $15.95. Teheran -- New York garmest workers coilectod horss: hitks, ang ;“tfﬁrs

Available in a special offer 1o oob declard March 8 to be Womzn's Day. some 35 years. Heil before the ri

_readars for $12.95 from News & Letters) The following year, 1n support of ‘ of the cgnt"iora;; " e Lig v f?

53 East Van Buren, #707, Chicago, IL the locked-out T-iangle shirtwaist tian M egp vy kofen s ere

80805, , Makers, the mass outpouring became' . i'nd :;emgn » Bunayevskaya recog-
ints collection of som: of the known a5 the 'Uprising of: the 0,000'; o oo o e e anar

. | - s . - . - bl [H
writings ¢f Raya Dunayzvskaya on that so inspired the German Working : Reuson “for freedcuzin the post-World

d the Dialectics of

wt
Y

Women's Liberation will introduce the Women'®s movement thatits leader . - , " "
work of this unique woman philosopher Clara Zetkin, proposed to the - g:; 111W°:;dop ﬁ:i 1953 e?géY- d0n
-activist to a wider feminist audi- Marxist international that March 8 e 014 Redichis i dlseusser aooki
ence. 1 am especially pleased to be | . bacome an internstional Women's ]E. a lfdds, i scusses wor]_ng
reviewing this book for the Harch Day. Today, you -- the daring : .gigzz gggﬁnig tﬁmagastror ne: r: -
{International Women's Day) issue - women of Iran -~ have opened 2 : o, el‘l? ory :n tzn
of off our backs, because the pages . new chapter in the Iranian Revoiu- el Sartias cip tatacn b ¢
of this work are f11led with the tion of 1979..Mn. 235). - ra czhipart as -whp “failed to recog-
-voices, passions and deeds of women Tragically, that chapter S 212& his ne?,goncgete revolutionary
all over the world, moving, thiaking, twe of the Iranian Revolution | Grce_;n ;cghe y.flut.that force
"reaching for the future." ‘This did not develop, the call of the - 'ec°§2 zg E‘gg! g? it had set up
global dimension of Women's Liberation: IranTan women to deepen the revo- new *]?" ards by which to judge this
is integral to the development of Tution -- to not Ttcp at the over- |- ?gécaszfgageVQIUti?“ar¥ movement.

Dunayevskaya's philosophy of Marx- throw of the ¢ld, but continue .
ist-Humanism, her search -- in towards the development of new human: _ - The book's “Introduction and

philosaphy and in Iife -- for path- relationships -~ was not heeded hy . Overview" places the uniqueness of
ways %0 a total uprcoting of what the Iranian Left, who preferred L contemporary feminism wiﬁhin the
Marx had called "the prehistory of instued to naricy the struggle to context of the post-war age and the
kumanity.* : m:?fj-imperjalism, tailerding Kho- . many new beginnings for freedom that
. That uercoting is not & . ) S ' " arose then. All waree characterized
{an drean, but today's concrete . Lunayevskaya's March 1979 . . by a search for fréeduni pathways that
and urgent naed. It is the focus Political-Philosophic Letter, “Iran: . reached beyond established ideologies
of this book, with Dunayevskaya UnToldment gf, and.Contracictjons:1n, and. organtations: ‘the 1949-50 strike
grounded in the concept of history _Revo!ution. discusses the creative . of American coal miners against the
not as “past® but as the live spontaneity of the Irenian wasses, - introduction of Autcmation, in which
“history-in-the-making" that we ‘are and critiques the narrowness of the - the miners were asking the question
shaping nuow, a living interrelation- Ifreedum visien of the Left. Indeed, . ) of what kind of labor is human labor;
ship of p&StIpresentgfuture. Fihis this uhole book, in tracing threcugh © .the ravolfs in East; Europe against
cancept is evident in.the solidarity. the dialectics of revolution, ad- - Communist totalitpiianism, with the
message DUnayevskaya sent to-the™—= =t dresses itself to the haunting prob _ .slogan.vaiséd thers -of “Beead-uthd... . .
- Irapian feminists in March 1978, - Tematic of cur age:- why have there © Freedom"; the Hontqomery Bus Boycott
folTowing tneir magnificent Interaa- been so many seured revoiutions, sc : in Alabama, whick chalienged centur-
- tional Women's Day demonstration - " many revoluticns transformed into. fes-0ld ways of thinking, doing, and
against Khomeini. It began: . S L .. relating; :and the riational liberation | .
‘ : ' : : - : -~ revelts in Asia, Affrica, the Middle |
- - East, and Latin America, signalling | *
the birth of a whote new -"Third World.| -

o —_———
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- itself a form of theory.* The task

- .p€ise; and don't tedl us it cowes

Dunayevskaya characterizes the
“maturity.cf these freedom movements
35."2 movement from practice that is

of the vevolutionary theoretician is
then not only to come up to what the
;asses in wotion, have diccovered, but

towork odt a new'relétiéhsliig',between
the vovement frow practice and move- |

ment from theory. In the *Introduc-
ticn and Overview® she wirites:
: "I had been feeling that the

* whole post-Worid Wer II generation
‘had been raising totally new questions
ever since the end of that war had
£0lved none of the myriad crises
brought on by the Dspression and the
vise of fascisu which had led to the
war, Put another way, noew forces.

of revolution ware challenaina the
thecreticians. to come up with nothing

short of 2 new form of camntticn, a

g
. e SN MY LbE =

new way of 1ife. Instead, they were
being saddled with new political
tyrannies; new forms of mass destruc-
.. tion, & new stage of production, and
& total, way of nuclear tervor and

gdeptha® (p. 14,
- . Memen's {iberation and the Dia-

lectics cF Revolution shaws. how Dunae~
yevskaya took Tesoonzibility .for de-
veloping the new Yreedo dimensions
_shqueard Spezk fn.those-1950s iato
& philosophy of self-developnent and
vevolution; and how that philosophy
of revplution hes grown deeper and
more concrete.over tha last three
decades, tn confrontation with bath
revolutions and counter-revolutions,
tnoviding \She ceypter-revoivtion that
has ‘anerged frog within .ths. revelu-
ﬂonﬂi‘yrn_cvemqnt;j;sglf . .

i Ay z ‘_T:,'.;'.‘ -']

Tre essays in tnis book are
not arrangsd in-chronslsgical urder,
Thay are, instead, grouped into
categories comprising four Parts, the
titles of wiich show the book's fo-
cu5 and movament,- Part 1 4s “Homen,

Lzbor and the Black DMeension®; -
Part I -- *Revolutionaries Al
art 1 -- “Sexism, Folitics and
Revelution -- Japan, Portugal, -
Poland, Lhina, Latin Azerica, the
U.S. --"Is Thyve an Organizational
Answer?™; and, Part IV -~ “The Trai)
.m;tmsaassmjs Link ene
Philosophy -- in tha Relationship
.of Revciutfon to Organization.*

] Three strards of thousht sasm.
to me to run throughout the.book,
defining its unity and perspective:
- (1) Women's Liberation speaks in

mény voices. :

He hear those voices in these L
‘pages, from the miners’ wives ina
1330 coal mine strike in West. vii-
ginia (ia which Dunayevskava was
active) to the feminists ot 1950s

- | elling the Left, "Con't tell us

-1.about discrininaties. averywhere

only Trom class cppression; Toox at

emala protesting, "The rich have -
always treated us Indians as. people
who are crozy, who can't think,” to
Alina Pienkowska, an activist in . -
Peland's Solidarnose, who concludes,
“We must struggle more for tha women's
cause™; from the Black working class
women who speak here, with 2 unifying
visicn of the inseparability of sex,.
class, and race struggles, to a 36~ -
year-cld Mir{am Gafoor in South
Africa who defiantly tells a Supreme
fourt judge, *He, the youth of
South Africa,’ reject the subserviant
;xeritsye that has been hLanded down

¢ us.* - : .

(2} The unique but Unfinished

Liberation Fovemens. S
Although Dunayevskaya had been ...
writing cn Women's L4 beration leng
before the 19505 Movemént, when the
new Hovement arose sha:despened her -
-conicepts -- because shen an Idea
whase time has come bacomes a Move

sent, both 1ife end.philosophy reach

2 new stage. - The book's Chapter 1.
is per taik in 1969.whea: she created

" cept is that the impasse the Movement |

ophy of Revolution: o
. *The more I think of the diera-..

.gard of Luxesburg by the whole

edving the whole of humanity right
- Within the capiteiist framework *

- | yoursglves®; fron Kanuela Saguic,

wcvements and revolutions of our , i
Tage, . : R

tion iovement as.Reason &nd. as: Revo- -
lutionaty Force," Throughous: $he--
19705 and 'ao_s. AL a!i:.{;_et m‘it,i(lgs;_.

she develops the revelutionary Reason I
of Homen's Liberation -- its critique
of the sexism within the Left, -its ...
chalienge to every existing state "
pawer, its search for non-elitist ' [
forms of ravolutionary organizatim
and demand for a society of new re- ,
Tationships. o Foe |
. HoaetheTess, precisely because.:: |
Dunayevskaya sees the pevg) tionory -
vision not as something external to J
but inherent in Howen's Liberation. -

o= for there 7= nothing more revo|y~-

- tionary than the demand for totally !

new human relationshins -~ har coms 3
has currently reached cannot be - .-
transcended without a reconnection.
wikt and develdoment of that lu-
tionery dimenston. As she writes in
a Ie%ter in January 1931, .as she is
completing her beok on Rosa Luxembur
Yomen's Liberation and M3rx's Philos=

-

movement, including Socialist Femtn-
ists, the more I realize that, once
you leave out resolution as the only
way to uproot the old society, you
are rat only reducing Women's Liber-
ation £o 'a ney szrsibiiity, byt

{p. 250) . o
{2) The needed unity of philosophy
and reaifty, philosophy 2nd revoly-
ton, philosophy and organization,
4 the *aissing 1ink" 47 the freedon

TN

& young Ixil Indian voman from Guat- | BT

contributions of today's Women’s | . -

the category of “TheHomen's: Libera~ |



- This-dimension runs throughout the

- book, but s most explicit in the
final part 1y, where Dunayevskaya .

© discusses the method, the process off _
‘her, thought, her philosophy of Marx~. '
ist-Humanism, a recreation of Marx's |
Marxism on the ground of our own age.

In the opening chapter of part Iv,

flunayevskaya couments, 1n a radfo .
interview, on the question of family
forms and Jove relationships "after -
the revolution.” - She relates this tg
the concept of Marx's philosophy of
“revelution 1n permanence*: 5]
don't think there isa way we can
know the answers beforehand. We are
so backward on the whele-question
that wa will have to.go through a |

.. 1ot .of stages of actus! -experimen- .

“:.tation, with paople . - S
-havirg.the right to choose.. »The

point is the recagnition of what
Harx meant by revolution in perman-
o, o 11 o cotine arer- 12 e of e uestions atend iy
criticism that's necessavy, the self- fﬁgéﬁeéd"?ﬁﬁnﬁ;"‘ﬁgﬁg?@;ﬁsfgims
criticism that's necessary, end the ‘f lutionzry ization. In
fact that you have to be very cens- . |. o revolutionary organization. In.
clous that until we end the division S teed that guestion has arisen in many
between mental and manual Yabor -- places in our time, from the Portu-
and every single society has been - ~ guese Revolution of 1374-75, ,
. _characterized by that, and it was N which raised the conceot of “afarti-
- even i primitive comunisa -~ we T Teanena \ron-partyisn) against the
will not reaily have a-newman. a - |, "vanguard party to lead," to Poland's
new woman, a new child, @ new. - || - Soltdarfiosc, from Latin America's
- societv...” (n, 181) - o -unfinished revolutions to the Uy
: Iﬁ'ﬁ;eséﬁiiﬁg-ﬁarx'é Marxism a International Women's Year/Decade
a philesophy of “revolutuion in perm- ' gg:feregggs " agl ;:f “';icr‘tazﬁ :
anence, " Dunayevskaya both criticues S Upin the book®s firs three

. % x Parts, =
"all post-Marx Marxists, be inning e . i n

© with Engles," and focuses ug Marx's , ‘ It %as in his1B75 Critique of

*“concept of human development as an. the Gotha %’.‘l’ﬂ'l%‘”;'that Marx, ina

_ "ebsolute movement of bacoming." deefiiy phiTosoghic way, had raised

She traces the development of Marx's not only the question of form of or-
thought, beginning from his 1844 - ‘ ganizmprs but its relationship to
Humanist essays, in which he singled the phitosophy of :?‘”"“ti"-‘“'

. out the Mar/Woman relationship as D“““S":anﬁ ‘%“"te-; t . ;
the most revealing of ail relation- H The who e]?gge ion o Orga,? -
ships, whose transformation is - zation as non-elitist and demanding
necessary to the uprooting of dehy- the practice of new relations between
manized, ciass sosiety. ‘ men and women was not connected by

.’ . Qh;. nnaann&n:‘-qﬁ: bt VaVer, O tﬁ?lh’mzls %‘i?&?itiﬁ:;‘sisito E__'l_ai"x's

—rter Wwwitwielthe) UBES l:‘f" p osop y o. revo u on n pcnﬂan-

::g ;:ﬁsdﬁgaetisaﬁ !:gr :h: };gﬁ;."ﬂéﬁh ence’ as ground for organization.

cause Marx's concerns in the 1880s Neverthe]ess,.for the male Left to .

speak to the needs of our age -- . N tee therwomen's demand for new organ-
thouah it'remains td our age to izational relations as...only a de-

biared that trail, us only we can. sire for being 'ararchistic* or for
she singles out the following: talkingof *personal’ rather than

(1) The greatest revoluticn in political matters.‘rat_her than see-

* Marx's Jifetime, the Paris Commune ing In'it the quesiion of new begin-
-qf 1871, wxs defestcd in : mititary #ings, “exposes more than the pragma-
bloodbath after just z few short tisa of-our age, It discloses not
wecks of existence. In his The only the male chauvinism  inherent is
civi]'uir -]n France Harx ca‘pﬁred . the Lef't but theil’ 1nsensiti‘l'ity to

* Tt thought, the 1gﬁpoints of tnat ; the key question of Marx's concept
first workers' state fn history -~ of the:dialectics of ravolution
a non-state, the Paris Commune - _itselfi-- which Harx made fnseparable
Jin"such a marner that its brief revo-.[ from his concept of the principles
lutionary 1ifeand ersctice of new. . | . of orgdnization...* (p,6) -
human relationships could serve es. (3) Tre dimensfons of the Third
& beacon to futura ganerations.’ : ~ Worid pad Women's Liberation, which

© . That holds trye to teday, including . Hava-Come so alive in our day, were -
: for the dimension of Homen as Reason, what iarx was digging: into 1n his

- the magnificent woven Commnards whose, last decade as he looked at humani-

- Tves and activity Dunayevskaya come - ty's “absolute movement of becoalng®

“iments on In several essays earMer | cn a‘global scale, “Marx's gulti-
Cin the bogk, e - | : linear.view of pathways to. human
et B - freedui-stands in sharp. contrast to

BT RRRUU T : Ergels’ untinear, stagified =
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'::‘oncep(tis o'i Homez'.;. L;I;erat:o? ad |
uman development .in his Origin.of .
the Family, Private Property, and = -
the State tﬁ 1ch many ?emin"sf&.and '
socialists still consider as “Marx's®
work tI)n I.r‘:gmen'_s{ibel;at;o;). bocks
: _In hizs Ethnological Notebooks
{Just pub]'ismrr‘ilﬁﬂ.- Marx Siﬂg' :
led out the fact that women in %5rim-
itive commnisw® had higher status
than women in advanced capitalist
societies, and yet he recognized the

- 2oy
centradictions 1n primitive. Commi-

tsm also, that the divisions petween .
mental and manuai abor were Qiraudy
appaaring there, and that the men had.
a grester say than the women™n the -
final decisions of war and pebce.
Marx's point was that thera Sfe duzl-

ities 1a every traditional cwiture,

{ reveTutionary dimensions as woil a3
reactionary elements.

: ‘This 1s a problematic that Third
Horld revolutionaries, espécSally
Teminisis, are grappiing with persis-
tently today; it appears concretely
in many of the book's earlier chap-
ters. Marx concluded that 4% is in
the context of soctal revolutiun that
‘the revolutionary dirension ¢an be
daepened; and that revolutfon couid
hagpen First in the technologically
underdevaloped world if that in turn
was related to world revolution, and
to all forces of revolutiony and to
.a philosophy of *revolutionsin perm-
anence. " P

: Gne of the most intrigiring chap-
ters to me in Part IV §s “Selected
Letters on the brocess of Writing '
Rosa fuxemburg, Homen's fiberation
and Warx's Fﬁhoso hy of Revulution,*
in which Dtnayevskaya Shares with us
her letters to colleagues and meve-
ment activists, 1978-81, as she is
working out hér third majoribogk, on
Luxemburg. feminism and Mark. It {:
in Lhese jetlers that we pefome -
witness to Junayevskaya's singling
out the category of Marx's%rivoly-
tion in _permanence™ -- a ¢oncent that
was ‘in Marx's writings, buti not §4
the full explicitness withiwhich Den-
gyzvskaya recreates it, rompelled by, |
its urgency for our ‘age. -He see tow
the Iranian Revolution, th2 Iranfar

R N
.

_women, homelni's suift victory 1n.

objective worid cantext for Dunayeyv--
-skaya's development of *revolution. ..
in_permanence.” (It ¥s inons of -
. these letters that she cites the’
solidarity message to the Iranian _
-feainists that I quoted at the be~ - .
ginning of -this veview.) = . .

' Concrretizing the philosoptiy of
"revelution in permintnece® is what-
" Dunayevskaya calls "the absolute

challenge ¢o our ags.”

question of utopianism, but of singe
ling out the highnoints of Humanity's
revolutionary developuient as new be- -
-ginnings for today, and recognizing °
" that any’truncating of ths vision of
social revolution will enly serve ac .
- barrier to the rélease and devel- |
opment of spontaneity, of creativity,
of self-povment, as has happened in

all too many freedom movements and
sozial revolutions of our time. -

In the book's Tinai chapter

generation could have had the prob~

create the revolutionary dialectic
forever anew. It is our ‘generation
that has suffered through so many
transformations into opposite and
. new tyrannfes even after the oid was
‘overthrown and power woni. It is %o
cur generation that what haprens
'the day after’ became so urgent___%.
{n. 270) o
As a revolutionory philosopher,
Dunayavskaya’s precccupation is with-
how the idea of .Freedom becomes real,
Jhic buck shows the concreteress and

tealnists to not delegata to “others®
tha respensibilities facing alil
revolutionsaries: the working out of
the relaticnship betweai: the mevemant
from practice and the movement Teom
theory, between. spontereity and or-
ganization, philosophy and vevolution,.
the relaticnzhip hetwean workers and
intellectuals, between the.sexes, the
races, the historic ages. This book .
calls & us to think and to act, to
‘becom> philosopher-activists and thus
part of that “history-in-the-making®

these essays so vividly show..,
o+ micheile landay

itis mot &

v tarus e

- lematic of our age or solve our prob- . |
~iems: " gniy Tive human beings can re~" |~

reach of her vision, as shé challenges .

counter-revolution, was part of- the i

Dunayevskayz concludes that “No other |

]




