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Lavia, Petar:

This {5 vhat I wanted projec.ed to Jis .
Porcabbe Rlighg: Vikieg Press, 1944, adited with an introduction by

Alfred Yastn,

in Blaks’s posse, could st first find no pubdltsher, aspectidliy the
Gos in celedration of the"New Vorld” aftar 1789, called "Ine Xranch
Rerelution. Which was™pcinted by & bookeeller, foseph Johnson who
wis the center of s raitssl circls, chat included Blake, Willisa
Godwin, Mary Wollstonecraft acd Thomas Paine."

The exciting pare of haviéng the greatest poet, ard the first cver
revolutionary feminisat as wall as the intellectual socialigt, not
to mention Thomas Paine gets even more exciting when you realize
that the ore who convinced Tomts Paine to leave England and
¢om: to America wos Benjanin Franklin who told then that thers
¥ag more fresden ?S’goloniai U.S. than in advsnced England ans

e i:eanlly needed that Yolca of Besson which is exactly what

Peine wrota for the U.S. and bacaxe an American. Xa

A_lfred Kuzin'e : gaph in tha {neroduction raally préjeci:s
the wbole spirit of vhat was Burope in the period of the Prench
kevolution. Ihm: pangraph veads:

_"In 1327 there d!.ed, unnoubtedty unknown to exch other, two plebeian
'_,Enrspaana of suprm otig*nauty; Ludwig van Beethoven and William

) Bhke. - Had t,hey known of esch other, they could still not have known

i bw mcb of tha fu:ure they containad and how alike they were in the

| quauty o£ thelr petsoml force, their deﬂance of the age, and the

‘_fleme dcmm mh ocher had ‘made. on the humen imgination.




Ope more point could be made to the youth at N.1.U. since I faar that

thsy may not want to strugzgle through the 55 pages of introduction
snd some 650 pages of text of Blake, And that 1z the 1little quotation
from Plake (April 12, 1827) which sarves as the frontice pease for
this wagnificent voluma;

“A LINE {s & line {n its mivutest subdivisions, strsight or cfooked. |
It is itself, not intermeasurable by anything else. Such is .Job.
But since the Prench Revolution Englishmen are all intermesasursble

by arother; eertainly a happy state of agreemont, 1a which I for

one do not sgres. God keap you and me from the divinity of yes end
no ;:mm-the yea, nay, creeping Jesus=- from gupposing up and down

to B2 The siie thing. as z2ll ezﬁerimentsliata muat euppose.”

Raya




