Minutes of REB Meeting of Juiy 1, 1986

Present 21l but Terry and’ fuz anne, both ercused Jcnc p;esent ‘as’
" sitter-in. |
Agenda: I. G&W: II. Report on "Phllosophy of the Black Dlmen51on“.
by Lou Turner; III Ongoing Activities and COrresponaenﬂe,
Past and Present; 1V, Announcement on Aug—Qppt. N&L by .
Eugana t V. G&Y

.

e Ra_y_.' said we’ would have to' go on to the rest: of the agenda, '
and come back to fianish the discussion at another REPR during this
perisa hecause-tima was running 80 short. What is 1mportant in any

- Of the facts‘thst are brought into a report like this is to show how
imporéant philo-ophy is.’ I didn't know "philosophy" was involved in
any of this davelopment. In 1940 I just knew I was a rank and filex
and CLREJ wag a blg leader -- it wasn't even that. he"excluded"me from
his thesie alﬁh@ug\ I wag the one who Wwas doing all the work on the

Negro Quéstion” =~ he just didn't recognise me, I was a "nobody." I
dld know that when L7 read Black Jdcobins and liked. it I said wes,
it was good on Toussaint Lbuverture, but what about Haiti today-

(1938)? I knew that when he came to the SWP he was given the NI to
edit on the Negro Question and I wondered what in the ‘world he knew
about the auastaon in the U.S. == but he didn't even knew anything

‘about me. " When 1941 came I.wrote my piece of the nature of Russia

 because I didn's balisve any of the leaders was gu;ug to challenge ™ """
Trotegky» and vhen' a ieader li¥Xe CLRT came up. with a’ piece that was
"b19ger and better“ I just withdrew mine. But I didn't know then that
phzlosophy“ was involived in ‘any of this development. WYWe know that
now, Lou will he’ developing a lot of the material he presented
tonight for a discussion bulletin —- he found some very exciting

things. But for the report all tha* is needed of this kind of materi- .
31.12 what will flow from taking up the ftn, in FFSABT. It is very
important to include Lou's columns and the work today, especially ,
“ith So. Af. 1yt is important to stick to the present, and to devel-
op in that What Dave was talking about in the U.S8. BEverything will
be in the cqntext of the Perspectives Report which focuses on the
organizational responsxblllty for M~Mism and cur cohcrete proposal

.- for the bi-weekly.,, ' '
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REB Minutes of Meeting of July 28, 1985

present: All; Jane as sﬁgter-;?'of Finances and organization *T'olga?{: -
Agendas - I, Remor Q?oihl ;igp Continuation of Discussion on Philoso- .
. Discusslon; . « Lonti T tiage (R
- ;iy_éﬁ the Black Dimension: IV Ongoing A?tivxtfes. ?. ?ﬁf :

: ‘ a S e «¥7 Raya. said she winl
ed to talk about the American Ravolution and begin with how much she ™ -
did not like America when she arrived here. = The .ones who taught her ..
to like America were the Blacks. She said ‘she was not referring only
to what she had written very early abomt seeing an identity between’
the lynchings of Blacks and the pogroms against the Jews. She meant
the -feeling that a revolution was needed; and that only the Blacks
understood that and were ready to do it. Any attraction to national-
ism was uncharacteristic of RD, she said, but she was among the first
to join the aNnC -~ it was the revolution that impelled that. Look

at Marxism and Freedem -+ it isn't that. she was for the 1776 Ameri-
. can Revolution or Adam Smith. But because the Zmerican character
became. something new when the Rholitionists grew 10 feet +all by
standing on the shoulders of the Blacks, they made it possible to
have a “second America." : ZEven if this report can only have 2 paras.
or 2 senténces on it, it is important to show that to understand the

1980s you have te see it a5 a continuity with American history which

" gives Wh'itésn'today' the opportunity £o be part of that important

second America. (Raya also developed the importance of the Black ‘
who is a txrue Marxist, and neither a Communist nor a naticnalist)

The key is always revolution, whether it is Bmerica or anywhere
else, and that carxies through the Black dimension from the begin-
ning to today.,. . S
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