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5 noutn”the. death of Joe Gigenti, the president of

.- . the Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company,who had rec.
- gaizedin the.1970s that en’ institction - with such-a *
; : -margnificent past in recording labor-struggles as well is

.. . -Tevolutioniry theory—beginning. with ‘the: firat ‘Engli

" :translation of Marx's Capital—should not be allowed to'

' -perish, No¢ did he consider history to be the ‘past, as’
*-waa evident from hiy presence at the 100th snniversary =
- commenoration of the Haymerket Martyrs in" Chicsgo
.. Joa Giganti was"en activist both in ‘American -clgss
.struggles and in the work .of Intérnational “Labor Da- -

- v - -

. fense of which ha. was, llinois. Secvetary in - the 1920s,
- - That is the veried when I first mot him, As a young
' man, moving to Chicago from the downstate .Hlinois :
coal-mining region, Gigonti put Lis merk on all the la.
bor happenings in Chiczgo—whether it was the orgeni.
zation of “Red Sundays” when we went to support ¢oal
- Toiners in downatate Minois, or whether it ‘was ihe work -
of the union militants at Intemational Harvester, -
.- He waz exprlled from the Comraunist Party in 1929, .
sccused of Trotskyiamu: His labor organizing continued,
.83 he edited the Progressive Barber and- became -in-
votved -in all -freedom ‘movements, inciuding women's
liberation. His many activities were in po way changed
when, much latey, he became a professor at- De Paul
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Uliiversity: it was then tha} he ‘helped to-organize the . E

- ilinois Lobor History Society, - - .o
Althoug!llx" ‘his last years his activities were hmltlfg
by-1 “heslth,. that, too, h2d no relstionship to his -
- cnnfguw;':ng interest in 1abor endsocialist mattars, as was
clesr on May 4 when ha came to the Haymarket Mar-
tyrs’ Movument and was' as -excited ac ever, as ha
-talkod mot only of yesterday's biit today’s struggles, in
" cunversstions with the Hormel strikers present there,

_.. 1t in thic lazney that he loaves $a ks now aenoratten oo

_'Our hearts go out to his beloved wife, Annsite, in
- whom - the Ziakian- freedom dimension which Joe ex-
" pressed over 50 years—whether it was in revolutionary
" jourualism in 71 Lavoratore or in the recent trip to Ita-

’ 1y they hﬁlh took—-wiii live on; -—Raya Dunnyavgkaya
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- that yesterday, today ang tomorrow became ons. .
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Dear Annetie:

' Plessgs forgive me for not remaining for the r_ééej:-’-ﬂ
“i-tion, but, cutside of the fact thet my own health 32 not .;

~'up to.par, the 60 years I have known Joe lay heavy on . -
; Ma; ag.memories kopt surging back in-such s Ledayish-form~

. -A8 you heard == I didn*4{ read.any speech but spoke extem- = .

- porangously,-so I have no copy -~ ths Red Sundays of ths
-+ 192087834 really mergs into May 1986 and the .100th annie=
- versary of the Haymarket mariyrs with Jdes*s grosteat ine
4srest phown in the presencs oy the Hormal snd Jowa workers .
- Planning their future activities. ' The sams heid true Jox
-the decade of tha °30a, when Depression and barfdeing -
12de.Joe's barber shop s forum for mil tendenclash not to -

‘meamtion that by the time the doosde ended, universities,
%98, were on ths agenda. Ae for the post-World War T .
world, and the acadanmia, 1% certeinly didn?t divert Joe
~from-all the Left “tendencles, be it in thought or in asti~

‘ -Do you realiza, dear annette, that for him to get: -
me invited to dePaul Univarsity % speak on my then~iatest
, Philosophy and Revolution. was not only s aourageous .. .
thing,to do, but showed that remembrance of things pasi e
was ngver just remembrencs, Rather, it was the todayness, .
& todryness in which the future is present, .

What improssed me most about this whole ides of past,
presont end future was the response of some of the audience
at tha Memerial Service, specifically a member of the board
from Kerr, whe came up to talk 4o mo about the book I. wrote
on Rosa Luxemburs, Women®s beration and Marx®s Philoso
. of Rewvolution; bought a copy right on the spot, end began

telling ma anout being in Austria recently, whers he saw the
movie on Rosa Luxemburz, atiasked me if I knew snything sbout

it. As ifhhappejned. I did, because thaugh that moving por=

trayal of the great reviutloary has not yet besn shown in
Chicago, the director Margarethe von Trotta asked about me
and about rﬁ{haok and wae promised by someone who knew me
that he would have a book insoribed by me and ssnt to her --

.which I did&., ¥ So you ses how alive it al) was to me, and
I had to leave. N :

I embrace you warmly,




