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REB HEE!ni.G OF APRIL 20! 1987 

Present: ·All except Bob, excused; 

. ·: ;''!i~ndn: I. -Wi:IY a Speci~l Suppleme'nt on ''Why Phenomenology1 Why Now?":. Raya .-­
II. Report on Trip to the South: !.ou 

III. Report on N&L, ·next two issues: Eugene 

- :.· 

IV. On~oing ActiVities and Follcw~up: Kevin and Mike 
v.·c&u 

I. Raya·p:roponed a still·neFe.r point of departure for N&L. She_ recelled the. 
fact that 'When-_we embarl.-ed on ~-test of the biweekly tli1s year we .knew we would . 
never depart. from the uniqueness of Marxis't·Humanism in having . re-discovered, the. 
missing link i.n all of posi:,Marx Marxism -- philosophy, specifically' the, Hegetiari~.--

• V.ar,;;ian Dialectic~· ·we therefore made it clear ~1him we voted for the biweekly as ilo 
8-pager•·that there''would be at leas·t two special 12 page issues. How.ever,_ concretely . 

... we _could. only specify tli_e Dra.ft Perspectives issue. Raya now proposed that ti-e _ 
''secnndn 12~pager come first and it be on Hegel's -Phenomenology of M~ll.c! (Geis_t).-

. .· - . . . . 

. Raya tbe!lbegan to read tpe short Introductory· paragraph for ~he speci~l ., 
supplement by herself posing·the· qu~stion ~1hy·Phenomenology? Why_ Now'/, The. N!!w. 

·seems contradictory, only because we've· been subj~cted to six.l.ong years of the­
Reagan retrosres'aion that has bc~n'_ bent on: ti.n:ning .the historic· .:;lock "oo ,abysmally 
backward as to reac:_h the Depre~sion and•m:Uifafization.,for-World War. III, despi~e 
the fact that we are now living .in 'a nuclear ·world •which -puts a q11estion mark over 
the very· survival of civilization. · , 

. . __ · · . . It is ti:ue; ·she continued, that it never fai.ls 
that at. momentous.· world historic turning points; it is very difficult to tell the 
difference between two types of twilight -~·whether one is .first,plunging it~to utter 
darkneDS'.Q!:. whether 11nc·has reached· the· end of a long night and is just at the · 
moment -before the dawn of a new day. In either caf!ej the challenge to fin~.,; the 
meaning -- what Hegel called "the undefined foreboding of something unknown -­
becomes a compulsion -r.o dig for.~ beginnings, for' a philosophy that would try to 
answer the question ''Where to Begin?" This was the reason for a new revolutionary 
philosophy -- the birth of the Hegelian Dilllectic -- at the time the great French 
Revolution did .!!2!;. produce totally new beginnings in philosophy. !t caused Hegel's 
break with 'l:omanticism. His deep digging went,. at one and the_ same time, backward 
to the. origins of philosophy in Greece ·around 500 BC and forward as the French 
Revolution was followed by the N~poleanoic.Era trying to dominate all of'Europe. 

In a word, the crucible of history shows that the. . forces of actual. 
revolution producing revolutions in philosophy recur at historic· turning points, en~ 
thus · in the 1840s,-with the rise of a totally new revolutionary class -· the 
''wretched of the esr.th, "-.-the proletariat -- Marx transformed Hegel's revolution in 
philosophy into a philosophy of revolution •. This founding of a· new continent of 

· thought and of revolution unchained the Hegelian dialectic, which Narx ·called 
''ro;volution in psrmanence." · · 

. •-- - ._. -_ . . Here, I publish a study of Hegel.~s first (and what Marx 
.,_called his greatest) work, Phenomenology:..Q.!__Mf..nd (Geist), written as Lectare ·Notes 
__ ,for. classes I gave in the ,Phenomenology in the 1960s, as well as a letter I wrote on 

·Hegel's com:ep:: oi tragedy. · ·· 

.. · "":· In the near. future I wi:.l further expand the escay, so that 
.. it,,ic not· alone the ~otes on the Pheno::~enology as I taught it in the i960s, but what · 

.. hae ·occuri:ed_'in the tvo decades· since. not alone in books like P&R, but what Jo'.arnist-· 
_,H~ni11m ie developing foF.ti.:! 1980s. Put. an"ither way, Hegel'swork ()f genius, 'the 
·:. Pher.omenolo&~->which ,Marx critiqued in his first discovery of a totally new continent. 
· of;.thought:end·•of',revolution that he called a New Humanism (1844),Harx never. depart!!'d 
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· .. · 
~ .; ... : 

·-._;~;r·-~·:: 5_e~iri8·.·in\ the ... negation·_Of the negation the .~t:!v'?lutionary. crit;.c.al 
.·.· .... ·. T~iiL is .s~c11, moreovel:', clearly in the''new moments"· of his lost decl,idei 

.• completed his greatest theoretical. work, Caoitlll, and proc.eeded' to work 
,~:~~Rpft:al:tst'<$ociety .(what We nOW call .the Third w"rlo), predicting. . .. re•troiLU 

· ·eould come first in those technologically backward countries, .n 
· te~hnologically advanced ones,,. That type of Prometheat:t '!isi~rr;: from 

to. his· final· moments in the 18808 in the Ethnological Notebooks and 
~~-~~.~~_dUc.tion··. to .the·-~u:3aian edition of··tt.e ·conmunist Hihtifesto·; ~sst ·a· :>sac:o;;;far:·.'·';' 
6ur:age to follow. · '·' · '· 

. . . .1- , ., Groat illumination comes from new ruo.mentil of final• decades as, 
Marx. returns .to hia first l'liilosophic journey of discovery of a revolutionary 
· d!..abc tic aria a "new· Humanism." . : · . . . . · . .. .' ;. . . 

· ,_,· ,· ·-· .. -·. Inharant- ·.in -all· this I-· fciiind .. an :.affi.n~ty:--~batw~·c:;t ,- . . . ..... 'i'.'·''';'7c'~,"i3 
e·a·h· d·~ hl1 ·h• hl d. ·..1 e:. · ""a...- ... TL. .... - ... n·-..:~~ ...... . x c. ma_e .~o p. ___ oeop .. y -n t e ast .. ::--wo -eca~es o ... our age, so ~ua ... .... ..,~u...-. • "'••~• .. t. 

on Marx',s final decade as that which .. left a tl:'dl fol:' the 1980s;· 'l'his too 1 am 
further de.velop:i.ng for Part II, . .. .... ::·' .. ' . ' -"- - ·. 

··-----~ ~---··---·"-'·--~· 

r ; 

: ~-

.. 

- ~· ~ -~- -



April . 21, 1987 

Dear Friends, 
. ,~, 

I nead hardly belabor the po~.nt, of which we arc atl vccy conscious and lnbodrig' · 
over, that what is the most' difficult of all tasks that has confronted every 

generation of Marxists, is to work out Marx's ·Marxism for ita age; that has never ·· . 
been more .difficult .than the one that n'imfroii"ts the decade of the 1980s. We .often ,. ,, 
like to quote that· creatively great statement of Hegel about ''the bir.o:h-t;:!.me of.. 
History." What we fail to see is that the same ·paragraph tliat talks of the birth~ 

· till!e of his toi:y and a period of 'transition is ·ukeviae ·one that speaks about tl,le . . 
period of darkness before the dawn, and that's what'we all have to suffer through-~· 
the.',darkness before the dawn. Hegel articulated both 'the ddrknea!J.snd. the dawn in · 
the vety same. pa):sgraph Jucidly enough; ·Yet, because this appears 'in th~· Preface . . 

. t~ th{l Phcncmenology of MindJ it lookS as if. -it were· w--ritten ·in ant1clpa·~-~on;:_of-_-.·~t~_e· __ : 
book, wherea11; in truth, the Preface was written ~ the whole "~Jork was C:OII!Pll)ted; · 
thus, we do nc;>t redize that the contradictory unity 'firo'i: became' that translucent 
after the .vork was comp!et~?·.. . · · · · · · ·. ·· · 

A. today' s Hegel schol~r, George Armstrong t<elly, t~ho t<>ok space Ol.it from his 
!. . ' • • • • 

book Hegel s Ret.:eat from Eleusis to critiaue mv Marxlse-Hum~n:!.s!: 'Bnalysiso ofe: · · ,,. · 
·· Abao~ute Method as r'eyolufionary, himself had tQ, admit "if Hegel has not literally 

been to the barricades of strife-ridden cities, or explosive rural 'focos, he has 
been in the thick of current ideological combat •. " · · · · ·. . . . ~ . . 

In its way, this, to~, w'nt help illuminate 1Uhy Phenomenology? Why Now?: in 
·• the special supplement in this. issue of News & Letters no';l going to press. I am 

now working on Part II;,that will be published in~near future and will focus 
on the 1980s. Far from· ~eing any sort of "update" in· the attitude of what ~as 
analy::ed in the 1960s, •it is e:tpressive for the imperativeness of that missing lin!t, 
philosophy, both a's chailenge. to post-Marx. Marxists and as unique contributiDn of 
Marxist-Humanism alone to Harx' s Humanism •• • 

Yours, 

_I •• 
.Raya 

P!S;o!'erhaps I shouldn't have t;~ken for granted, but spelled out, what actually 
~ias pn~sent In Marx's. 1841 Doctoral Thesis. .. as he developed the se~i:lon on the 
'F'ltlshlsm of·Comnodlt.ies in Capital. Tile "new moment" in wh<::t wa now call i:he 
.Third World e!rerged flr.st:· In l1arx as he was to embark or. the path of discovery 
of his new continent. of thought and of revolution, and It re-appeared In the 
last rnon;ont. 
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