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1."!~-..o ~!!U .\.let;t;el':S COrnml.ttli39S~ J~~e.--3,_: 19£J?:--. 
by Raya Dunayevskaya, National· chairitJornan · 

·. T.H E YEAR OF ONLY 8 MONTHS 

I. Star Wars from the Skies. 

II. A New Philosophic Moment of Development: The f.tarxist-HUlllauiat• 
Significt'lnce of Location/Local: "Not bv Practice Alone."· 

.·. ,.> ... 

III •. New Perceptions of Lenin I a Philosophic Ambivalence as 
Developed during the Prepatory work for the Biweekly· 
News & Letters. 

they· 

IV. The Single Dialectic of Philosophy (A Body of Ideas) ·and 
··Organization~. ·Marx's ,Humanism, and the Marxist-Humanist 
.'!'asks for 198.7. 

•· * * 
Two philosophic letters to non-Marx.iE;t Hegelian scholars 

will be ·sent out, one to each local: 

(1) ';The Idea of Cognition," (the ·penultimate chapter of 
Science of Loqic) is key both to our changed perceptions· of 
Lenin's philosophic ar.~ivalence and of Hegel himself and his 
different projections of theorl•/practice in Science of Logic 
and in its abbreviated version in the Encyclopedia. 

(2) The lette.r on Hegel's Third Attitude to Objectivity 
• in the Smaller !..ogic, the 1827-30 edition holds_ the key to tha 

1980s :retrogressionism. 

Finally, with the' eyes of 1987, :r will write a Naw In­
t£oduction to· the reprint- of my 1960 "Notes on Hegel's Phen­
omenology: of Mind," to be ready in June • 
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<=na~: ·::r:oreign pa:::-ticioants" in the-·ipace··stat:!:6n;project have'-':::'t'T 
been- inion;;ed ·. ao6ut a· po~tponement 'o:f 'a ··rne~tii'!g; ' ft'··~iii'"i:l~F· 'f'l'L-; 

··issued by the Natio~tit Aeronin1ti&s:'~~!l.,S~~~~· A9~~~1~~~art~§ri,,_~;:::·~~1: .... · ·-_ .. , 
(N~SA). Don't think it _doesn't concex:n·youi much less that·· __ · 

. it isn't a. to_tal reversal of space exploration for so..;ca1,led 
peaceiuf'purposes~. Thereal tiutlr'i,Ltha3; R~ag~n"d3es'.not' _· 

. consider hfs: ~~gr~esion '~oln!'i~t!'ld un~~l he ha ~ e~t~bli~hed'_ 0 .. 
superiorlty in nuclear "missil4s.' .:.;. "and. that includes. in out:.;. 

· "- L·. '_ . ,- • -·- :· - ._ ~-•. ·.·• ·.-·- .- . -•~---·._-:::•;1, '"""' 
er St?ac~ •. Reagan.-ha_s been. pushing· for "going· it alone'.': ·:·_Pax· · 

. ' ·.' ·.-. ';:.'. , ' ! ,~ . . . ·- .• ' - .. r·.- - . ,· ·-· ·.• ,; ' . "·"' : ' ' 
Ame:ric;:ana is_ no•." to occupy· outer space, and that. means ex"- _ .. · · · 
eluding Ni).TO · ;Er!?Y? ·any joint :yai:-ti~ipation in ··isCiezit~i:fc :te·~: 
search· " ....... :·' 

·•:_.· ',- ~ 

The reason this whole story sounds so abstruse is th~t'' :-'' 
this horrific. trial ball()OI). is. deliberately not _attributable _ 
to a designated responsible pe.rson. · The article. was .1./ritten 
by a Johri.~bb1~ '~Til:Eord :i.n. the, m of .12120/BG. No_•!oilSi~..;· · . 

. up articie)-ias schad;_.led/o:t' ha>1 appeared since; thougl:i 'theo '· 
·~riter.' held·~:.. and not as an incHvidua )_'i_s opinion oniy :.:..:.:. · ___ , 
that tho "t]ecision"tlu.·eat.eoed"·to deopard'i?.:"edelicate' negoti­
ations to. arrange broad. internatbnat cooperation in the pro- . 
ject. II cie::~i::~y, lve_stern Europe, Japan ari.e <;:anada had If agreed. 
to provide ·financia 1 suppo~i:: for thE!: $8 billion stat len·.' T~l-=•~, , 

· Pentagon l:las _no•~ asked · Nii.SJI 'to postpone further talks .•. -~ "- · ... :_ ';; 
' - '•- _.' : ;' . . . '. ···. . . ' ,. __ .. 

·i>he om~nousness of tho situation'. cannot be exagg~rated, 
though it is imposSible to follo••l through beci:IUse. everyone'' 
is mired on the level of "••1ho kne•·1 '"hat, ·~hen, :• as they \~al-
lm~ in the deta~ls of the u.s • .:.rran-Nicaragua contra· arms. 
scalldal. As i'f_ the "Presidency" ·~ere. the. question, .. rath~·r 
than the specific. President, Ron~ ld ''Reaaan; ·the media as well .· 
as Congress itseff ar,e· looking for a',~way to let this specific'·-·. 
imperiat·presidency · '-- Ronald Reagan's -- off with, at most; · • 
a slap on the ''lrist. Th.is is true a 1.so for the t-i'est European · 
Allies, · '·lho, said virtua l:ty nothing ~~l)en Reagan. abandoned the 
SALT _IItreaty: last I!IOnth, <d tho'.lt. consulting them~ though . 
they ha·d sho··•.n great oppositi,on :ihen abandoning SALT II "laS_. 
fil:et-. aant---cn:lt---·;~;-s'--c/--triat--balloo'n. - A9"ai_il,. the~r evide·nt-tY' ·,_ ; .. . . 
plan to say nothi.ng ·as the sJ?ace station for "peaceful pur"-· 
poses" is perve:rl:ed into a platform for Star 'Jars missiles. 

..--; 

l"inally, don't hold'your breath for the State of the 
Union message that Reagan gives in 1.ate January every year. 
Uo doubt he '·till again feature NJ!.!'JI' s St:Jace station as the 
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ceritlY., ~6 col~:.~eJ:"~id .•. i,ay, dl~e<?tor. o~~ sp~ce, .;<?i .. t:"Pe,~.<!tJ()nal· .· . · · 
secur,i~y coundf, ;)~)viatlon ·;~eek < ~21~YI36 V ,'-"i~~~~~~·~~:;~e!'!~:rr::::~ 
our op~ i~?a open f~~. the,. cP,m)1,1ct . of OC! tiC?.!l~ 1 S!'!'7~f! t:Y;,; ~;;:;Rl1l:t'~"". L,0;.z 
ments on,:;.oard." •. ·. Mything frorn .. Khomeini/hostages/armEf./North · . 

·· '·--·-· '" ·.!,.::.-_.. • , .... A. · •• •• .... -.,.- •• ·.·~~-.:.._~-~;..c·c·,_(--:-i··~·~ ,-:•·c··t· ,.,,~--·_)to';J'i:;7';.~• 
passes ,Cis: "!lational. s~cu;it¥.-" , ·· · .. , · ·· ... · : ... ··, :;;;)i: ,. ·~:, <,

1
) 

~h~~o are. 1;1till t·.,o years to· go in thi's' irn-per'ih 'pi-e!::!.' :·I 
idency •.. There .. is' no place fot' illusioiui·· that al'i th'Fscart- :·•:·.·:"''' 
da ls and: criSes Qefa i.iing. th~' retrogre~sioh.ist 'Reagan· •ii 1F···: ",,.,., 
bring him do•~n·~ He 'is· the one, after ail) •iho'h{s \.inioosif!cl.' c 
a CoL North as a .. Ramlio'-on-the:.:.i'oose ali.'6ve'r"the glOb\\!, £ro!lt:: ·,:,: 

. th.. irnperia us{ irl'vasion of Grenad~ in i983· to the iatilst: fga6·:f: ., 
Iran-Contra arms scheme. . Reaqan is the one ;~ho ta 1. iscf North '·:: .. 
the ·day he supposedly fired him, .to designate him, a "national''· 
h~ro. -~~-

:: 

'- •:. -, ~. 

T:v_o _more· yea'rs O.f ,~~~gan are J?Ot 
1 
need~d ~0 under,stah~ ..... . 

•·1hy it is, none too soon to star': a bi•·•eek.ly N&L~ Jus~_·l.<?oJ< 
at the three issues sine~ the convention. .The four· ·m·onths -
during ;~hfch I •·las to ha.ve been 11 a'·•ay, '1 •vorking on the 'boo]{ i , ; 
·~ere .months •11hen the obJective crises of the changed •.;prld, · 
demanded t)l;)t i~e .act as. if ;,,e •vere re~dy f~'r a bi'veekly, 'in:. ,., 
deed, a '•le~kly, if Ol)ly '.·le' could afford it, The Dec.;'N&L; .··, 
had to cover. the' events of the :illicit u.r.-Iran lii:.ison. ·' 
•vithin the .:.f~·r&-·of its revelation. A~d at the same time~ .:: .. 
that issue ~· carried much that .. ;as ·~ritten by revolution..: ·· .· 
aries. around the. •,o~or,1 d, as <.<~itness the Lead dictat.ecl by the 
Eouth African ;~ritcr, Jongiliz•11e, · the. sam'e •·1eek! 

·Later,. '}e •·1ill go into' greater detail on. the ·'" 
months of.:prcpatory ~fOrk. for, N&L as bi•>~eckly. "fuat is more . 
immedia.te at this point is the fact th::~t our preoccupation 
•vith. the ext~a lab~r needed for thehbeeklv ~ust' not sub::. 

. . ordinate '1hat is integra 1. to that -- the urgent. need, for or:.. 
· gani~ationa l gro'·lth. · · 

, .. ' 

Indeo=d; therein. lie~ the. siani :H·c~nbe . of *''!'" ·~h'nl" · · · · ·' 
. conc~r->t. ~f 'lrica'tlon; \~hii::h .. ~h~r~~t;dzes 'this year's exJ?and'; . 
. . _. - ' . . - . . ; - ' : ,, ' . ' ' ' , .. - '-_ - .. ' . ' ' ', · ..... ' . ~-; .-
ed REB focus. og.,J .. o.cals, s?ccificany; the local at the Center, 

. meaning, ho•~ever, ail locals: . .· , .. .. . . > 

' ) " . 
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· ··~~. ~_f;r~c:.-::.: ''!c _ji· ~: _ '· ';'~) .~? r}~': :L .. 1:::t:~{2;::~.' ::~~~,§j~~ ~:i i:~i~5 if~}3R;}:~Il~- ·. ·. 
· .:·.~he ''tklltli' of thi{ .:rueshori /i:f{ loca tioii~.:efue:r;g~qt,f,i:.;_s.~:'·~Yi_r~J · 

ba'c'k:''ih,'I_147'•' arter' th~: tr±i?' to>·~rarid:i';., <·ihere:.::r--aebatea, thec·:·"''S I 
· Trotskyi'sts''on··state;.ca':)n:aHsm 'and: met'>the' cani£iroun:l:an·;~~rith·~:·,,'2~ 
no ''Party.", Upon my return to the u.s., I rE~fused to remain a 
Ne•1 Yor'ke"r';ccchose·,· inei:'ead, an i:h'aU:striai region·.·.:;::. :Pittsburg~/ 

·-'lest .. V:f,rgihia','.','sfeellcoci.L :.··. sY:.tne .t'iine~;the' J"C'rmsqn"f!'.i:~~l!;~~~:::;.:;:~ 
dsncy ziha lly broke· fully '·ii th Trot:sky'isin (1951); :the ·domina:':-: < 
ting··subject'· for- ·alFbeciame finding ·an:industriat·lo6at±on•·.~·,he_t:e: 
.,.,~: ·r"i.]ould sturt:· 'a ne•-i klnd of paper_. _,,,: ·:_:·. :·.· ' \ , .. , .. ,( ·''' d:<:; ' ··'. 

-· ..• ·. '<;:· -~· ~, ;<:-_:. f~:::-."::;:/,";:· -~-

. Retrospectively, I no•q see that .th~- •1hole question of 
an industrial: ·center for U .l". ·Marxism ·!~as Chicago, becaus.e 
s imultaneouelly ,. :M~i::iism as b'oth the Labor ·and the .·Blac~ -dimen..,.,,.. · 
s ions ' 'ca'me ab'out · as· an. .afterinath . of. ·'•7orld ·'Tar I ·and· the•')~us;-.·> · : 
sian· Revolution',; ''Jhich had·prbducea~ the great migration· from ·.' . 
the South·· ·-co_ the· ;~orth,., .rOoting ··both f·fal.--xi3ID --and-·-Gal:vey~~m~--i.n- j·.-:-, 
Chicago in· the -e·arly l92Cs. . · · -· ·.". , :· 

• ' .. ; ., ~ • •'k -.· -

" The n'ist~~·ic ."coi~c·i~lence" of locution/l~~al held true .. ; 
·also in: the absolutely Ol?posh:e cUrection in the late ·,-20s . - -

'•7 ii:h :.sta lin·• s •victory 'ove:ti ·all post-Lenin tendencies· • in ;~us­
sia,• Oir'lering u.s .. Communists to rnake"New York, ·not:·Chicago~,.' ... ', 
the center. . "ife ;: the: youth then; called the :move the ·a1:>andon-
ing •nf labor:· for "the· CCNY.·boys." I ·proposao the ret'lirl;l- .to·. . .. 
t::hicago •·lhen the State~Capitalist Tendency .broke fully .'.,ri.th ·.:. ··• 
Trotskyism; The 0ecision ·to rna'lce Detroit the industrial· ~-.; ,,, 
Mi.:\•.-iest center •~as- rnaoe on the basis' that Detroit ·~as -both,< 
industrial (home of. the.CICl) an-1 that ·~e.had b1o revoluti?n-. 
ary proletarians .there _;..John ~upan and Charle.s Denby._ •. :(Oen-:: ..•• 
by •·1as-, ho••ever, not made Editor ;nt:il, we had sepa.rated £rom 

· C.L.R, James, and until, at our very first conferenc~ I ~re­
posed that Denby become Co-Editor •.,rith 'ilupan. He :soon became 
sole Editor &nd remained so throughout his lifetime.) · .. 

-. ; '; --

•Uth· the·.cbreakup of Johnson-Forest, the philosoo.l!ic.,-, ~ .. 
th~_o_r~tiC.-:cont-iri.uat.icn·;o-f . .,:~ar~ism··-for--·--our age:_ \VCis· fina ll:y~ ::no-._;~.,~_.-,. 
-longer. in r'loubt. · ·I.t '>las first then. •'lorked out in a .comprE!-:-. .. : 
heneive :;.form 'in-::·its- AmeriCan- Lal>or/ulack roots· .a~ ',~_~1~-~as i~~~: 
Humanist "~-~orli! concepts,. •-Tith ·the. publication of Marxism .and · ·. 
~dom i. ~~£<m!.c.J77.;..~.Uni;_;h!_'t'oc@y in 1957 .• : t'ia.rxist,..Hl,llll(inist ., ., 
gr.o•·1th;; organi~ationally as ·~ell as theoretically,copened · · 

! ---~ .... 

·. !:he forum'/for,:!~or1~ers 'not; only,·in~!!@ but. also in .the _1\iaiiy,,. · .. 
- 'Pi:Utrph1ets ... ·_-At the same- -tiine, rve he1•iec1 oUt tOtally ne·Y' p!:il- ·---

osophic :r.oad.s .. !,rith Philosoph:l':..9.!ld.: Revolution, from Hege 1·. to 
sa:rt~e · antLfrom Marx. to . .!>1ao,. ~'DilPlished in 197-J.. Before . the 
'70's. enoed, •·1e h~c't ~the book, rndiqn_'!.!lt H~a~~: A Black "·~orlcer •'s 

' - '--·' -- . - '~ .... 

,;,:~; .. ;.,_,;...,.,"'''··:7Jo71i=r~n~a~l. .. .. _ .... ,":,', .. 
~ . ..::.:-

-_.._ -·~r;r> 
{;:_-:;· . -



·r·!arx Centenary Rosa Luxen-oburg, women's Liberation, ~ndnM~ric's .. 
Philosophv·•of Re:volution1c:in· 19!32.,;.-thich threw:,o1lt,~'il~~.~a1- . . .. 
lenge to. al:l ·post-Marx- Marxism, -now/that the Eitlinoioqical Note-:' 
.22_~· niade. possible _grasping Marx·~- Marxis_m. as, ,a. ,to~_a],itY;_~,'"'' ·:··:!\ 

•.-\ •.· .. ,. ·:·,·. '-· " ") --; ., .. 
• - . ·.·:· ·•·;~ .. ~----·_ ".'!:. ~-,- ·:-.:. · .. ', :: ·._,;~.-. 

·· · ·.,···Had .we moved to· Chicago- in 1983,,. when, Rosa .Luxemburq,,. · 'l'·'' 
t:orr.sn' s ·Liberation,- and Marx's Philosophy. of Revolu\:iem ,_w,~~· : ", •. 
~n hand· for the Marx Centenary, .;r.. don'.t bel_ieve•.-tJ:ler.~ '"'·ol1ld .. , . 
have' emerged ·tie seeming gap .between ·local/center,. theory,(j;ll;ac;. 
tice, philosophy/revolution, that ~e seem to ,have experiap~e:L · ''· 
when we moved to Chicago in 1984. · ·· 

~- / . : -- .; . 

. Let's stop. for a moment here to see what happe_ned, ,by, •:. _.- , 
the end of tltat year,. 1984, .. specifically 12/30/84.,. 1994.,had· ,, .; , :, 
become for us, not just physicaliy• the "Big Move"_,to Chicago, ~~ 
not just the return to where my ·roots were 1 -but the- Actuality,;-,'' 
of the early 1920s with bol::h Marxist history. and the ·Black· ::-:: · 
dimension integral to it. This concept was the idea:-of.'loca_,-.: 
tion and local as inseparable from a new ohi1osoohic moment of 
development;. -

1984 -had, indeed; become a. Turning· Poitit --,fOr the -·body;' 
of ideas of Marxist-Humanism. From the 1984 emphasis. on:' nNot 
by Practice Alone" had flowed the 1985 concept of a biweekly 

. and integral to it, the need for organizational· grol'l'th. , Olga 
reir.inded me of all this ~~hen ~~a were discussing the carr-.1ing 
out of the 1986 Convention Perspectives, where the organiza,­
tion had voted for. the biweekly -'- :r. had raised the. point a 
year eatlier, ·o~:fore the 1985 Plenum. It is "Not by Practice. 
Alone" that 'has been the ground for the bi1.reekly as well as 
for the book, and for organizational growth. 

Take the way Dialectics manifests· itself at the present' 
Turni:ll'g Point in. ou1: development on the biweekly, on the 'one . · 
hand, and collectivity both in the local and in the leadership, 
oh the other hand. I tried to do that again in the Sept. 21, 

_1986_Jetter to :the new 'members of the National.EditoriaLl3oard,·, 
Gene and Jane~- 'l'le related the letter 'to our past as a body of·-'·· 
ideitS,.'"- i~e~ the historic biith~of ~.arXist .... Bwnanism in· the·'_ :.:-,.1 

1950s.wasmade ~>n!Sst integral·tothe actual objec:tive ·movemer>ts•, .· 
. that we· had ;'designated as a movell!ent from. practicec:.that .is. it-,­
self a ·form of theory AND ~heory, which is itself- a. form o£.:: ., . 
philosophy, articulating itself ·in Dialectic ·.Methodology; •· · "· 

-- - - . 

·It is clear frOlll the letter of Sept. · ·:21 to G and·- · 
.. J ' ;: thlit when we tallt of the Absolllte• we sec "in the Absglilte, 

··--::; '·;- ::•·Y .. , ____ , __ 

"-'',"'''•·"'_ '·-

,. 
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.. ant of the end -- an end that will ·.Jnly . c.oma .to ~he· future when · · 
masse.s-in-motion becoir.e ~eason. ,,. ·· · · · 

-What,happened with the Dialectic itself _when i,t, c~e, ., 
to tlie· l980e·?.· Tha · :tKlrA centenary was .-not only: t~e :~qr.eat; ~:y~~_r_:: 
for 'Us that had opened new doors in the Black Dime~si()':l• .. in , .· 

--. ;' Woman!~.~ Liberation;- .in .Youth, but we -had the opp~r~~~~ty _to_-.~: __ ; 
project post-Marx Marxism as. a. pejorative in. all. fiel()l;l. \ .:I:tc-.· 
was also the year of the u.s. ,imperialist invasion-of Gr~nad~~ 
~heii-":the ·succes_s of "doing -it~· · (-the.-.Grenada~-Reyolt:ti?~l ~-~it'!17:· 
out a philosophy of revolution ende.d with one faction:· ccoarci~··s> 
murdering the other (Bishop). It made the invasion by the · · 
u.s; easier, the u"s. having had its eye on Grenada fx:om the 
moment that the· revolution without o ph,ilosophy ,of revolution, 
was· "completed •. " 

Pause for :a momeilt. and look at·just the two:l'lor~B::.WE! 
added to ·Absolute Idea.-- a_s -."New Be·qiriiiiiig:s ... ... ·. :pQ·~ycu ;S_c·~· · 
ognize how~~ historically/philosophically E~Jt• thOSe tW()0, 
words are,·· when they are ·appended to the words, "Absolute 
!dea"? ·De you recognize what a g:reat breakthJ;"ough that was 
in.all of Po-st-MarX Merx.ism .. thati- in-truth, it-:Was· a ... C:oxi-:~ 

· cretizatio;. of what Marx himself had. achieved ~~hen he trans­
formed the Hegelian Dialectic into a ne\~ continent of thought 
and of revolution? Don't strip it naked of its histcric-phii,... 
osophic · roots. and t11rn "new · beginnings" into a bare. abs trac.,- · · 
tion. 

Finally, do you realize tla t where Marx paused in: the· 
"Critique of .the Hegelian Dialectic,". promising 'co return· to 
the specific section in the Encyclopedia of Philosophic §.£!.~ 
encesr that .. "intermission" lasted 40 years? Those 40. years 
spelled out g:re:;;t .achievements of the actual revolutions of : ... 
1848 and 1871, as well as the Grundrisse, where the Abso1ute 
was spelled out as the "Absolute movement of becoming.··· Only 
then came the monumental, historical work, Capital,· folio\-red 
by the unpublished ~ological Notebooks, i.e.· the discov­
ery of the Third World, and l'l'ith it still other forms of 
revolution. · · 

once a. form of counter-revolution in Grenada came· out 
of ·that :revolution, it be_came imperative once again to talk 
of philosophy of revolution, not as some sort of. abstraction, . 
but most concretely. That is why the l984·'i.>erspectives 'o:f -

· "Not by Practice Alon.e,," .as: well as _!:he 1985 concept of bi­
weekly, integral .to which· is-. the need for organizational 
growth, continue to be burning questions. Relating the . 
question of location/local to those concepts and perspectives 

, __ brings_.,_~s_ to trJday; -~t,::f'e tO say, to the- TE&.r of this new 
j) Jye!lr that.'har. bu,i:;_, B months until we reach the Planum. .,. •:_; .10696 
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.. · ~·- -· -·;. -. 

"The dit'ect:i:on·- is' to establish an .affinity with. them_ 
so 'that they want ·to become !?art of the neW" continent of ~-.: 

. ·thought and revolution that is· r.tarxist-Humanism •. cThat·:will. 
be the task also of the· 1o ok-to-be. central to the Dialectics 
of Organization arid Philosophy will be-self-critique, a fun-· 
daniental part 'of which touches: on new perceptions:cf<l:,;;nin'<r 
phil~SophiC att.bi-.iali;nce.~ -~- .- ~ . -_, ._ '· .. , .. 

±n.the ~hanged world. since our September convention 
as reflected· in the o·ct., 'Nov., and De.c. issues of· Ne~1s & .; 

· !letters-~ Whe:t:her· Wtf ·examine; GO.rbachev • s- shift: East -- JaPcin_. · 
and the ·PaCific generally as \'le 11. as t..CIJ.e · Thix;:d world . --· ,or .· 
ever.tthing:.falling apart for ooth nuclear Behemoths in Ice- . 
land, Wt! cannot, must not leave our own self-critique: at .the .. 
wayside. It begins \Y'ith the Resident Editorial Board r~inutes, 
of 12/l/86 • 

. ··In tcyi.ng' to be brief about the relationship of the 
book-to-bE)-- which: is'ver-.1 much .. in its initial stages -., 
a·nd the ne3ds of the moment, that is to say, the biweekly 
and organizational gro~:th, a· certain looseness of GXpression 
crept 'in.· It appeared in reference to Lenin, and asserted. 
tl1at he "d:id n'•t grasp the dialectic in thought."· That .. ab- · .. 
breviation Of what \'laS Said' is t'llrong. both factually and ·con­
cep'tlially. 

..: . ' ~ . .-· . 
· · · From the first, whether i1].9'!b.?4\}Y the translation of 
Lenin's ~~ilosophic Notebooks in 7o or the 1953 Letters on 
the A:bsr.;lute Idea• where I separated myself not only from 

·Lenin's .· rejectl.on ·of the last half;..paragraph ·of ·Hegel's Ab­
solute~ Ii:I~a. but from his impatience when he reacheu the ·. · 
Absolii~e~ I was' always precise on l:.htH?oints of. divergence. 
As I put :i:t' back iii. the letter of May 12i 1953: "I am shaki.'lg 
all ove]: ·for"we hi.ive coine to where' we ·part from. Lenin, . I -·-- - .. ; 

-~ . --~ ': . .. ~- .· 
. _ _,. ''· '. J. ·.:--; ·: ., . '- ~ . 

.. 

,_.' 

.• .·: •' ~ 
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. -

- --. -~----:-_• ··---; ....... _ ........ ~ ....... _ ..... - "':.&Q!.o -,~_~u_ ~- --~~-"-~'- . .1:~~" . .'..:'.~'-,. :··· 
on:ty 'reflects ··the- C>lijectiv-a· 'world but ,C:reateuif'-'it:P-~ut-s .~ ~--:~.: 5::~­
that')witl:iin tha··chapter he ·never' developed -it:•:" :·,:".' ,,,::; ~- '' 
. . . · -- .. .r - :_. . .- .. ~ . ... :. · __ : :~ .-i' _. · •.. . • · • -· . '· · .-:-<:. < ·. _:·:_~ ( . .-"' . ~:· IJ.·L~ .. :7?~L:~-~-· 
. _ He then began quoting the Smaller Logic:· and now i r,; .. :: 

see \•:hat r didn! t eee- then in Lenin lo brief contents page 
o(tliat w'or'k'. , That fs 't'c) ~ay; Lenin's outlihe of the :: _ , 
smailer:iBqie first ''begins witii ·B~ing, ,whiCh is ·p~: 103' " · •' · 

- of liegel's'l:iook~.--- Lerlin litld:erli::±reiy le-ft out A'tfftude'a'·~: ·-­
to object:i;vlty'as· wen as:'the,'introduction. Yet theele··_-"'"- -
ar~.-- ~h~--' ve_~j_-;_~8-eCti~ilS ~d_ded' -.i£0. ··t·he· -_sritali8~- -x.O'ciiri'-·-'aftf!i ·_;_---~~- :--· ... ~:·~-~ 
the Larger. Logic was written~-'- a··full de'cisde after;' H '_ -, ; ' -

Add to this new dis~overy~ my i&test exchange of· letters ., 
with n_on.-r.ta:t·xist ·intellectuals, as well as reports a,nd , 
d~-ssussions-at the REB itself. 'The 'faCt that our edt.;;' 
ique of Lenin be.comes vacy much 'sharpe:.= than .. if had bean, . '-­
does·noi::'in any \~ay lead to such !ibbreviated; if not ' · 
careless recordili.ge, ·~ihich cloud the lneaning of wlia't is ,­
new. 

'• -.-· 
'Here• :is l'lhy critique is 'so 'important; - ' .... 

(2) The exact phase we are facing now~nsofar as 
Lenin and the Party is concerned is this: we hsd re- · 
jected the elitist party so many years before .we e.ver · 
started: developing philosophy in· any concret.e sense· 

;_: .. 

that it led too many times to taking that question- for-· 
grarited,-, as though. the Organizatiori.-question were · · 
"solved." The result is. that:1orhen it comes- to. the •rig-· 
ors of philosophy-, you begin using the word, ··~iaiectic," · 
as if you were 'already in the Absolute.- ·.The dialectic,, 
as second negativity doesn't appear fully_ until the Ab­
solut_a_itself., 

. -•.'- .. ,. -- : . 
,, .. ''-· ... , ... 

. • "'r ,_ -~ .. - ' , r •. 

-·-

·, ~ . -·-
- ~; . ' • . t : ·~ •• 

. .. . 

-

-·· -· .. 
~ 

::_ .· :-_:.;w~ 



WU!!J..- new:_, Q;LS_CC"J'SrJ..as l. nac:1-maue __ doa lt-·.w_ith -_ tne·_:·:d_ial~(!Cic_:~:~i..tfJ:~.:.; __ ~~:;_ 
the Doc;trine· of tha Notion, ·i;pedficr.{lly .. the: final .,tw;,:_ql!ap~i:"~ 
tera -- the Theory of .Cognition, being on tlie.thre'shql<i,. on~:;·,.,. 
the threshold only, of the Absolut.i1, ·a-nd the Absolut'o3'1aeT .... 
itself. ,, : ., .... ,;,;:_~ -

... ~--: .----

I must repeat,.at that D~c:l 'REB me;,;t:in~'. b~th:·:~:n-rn;.'·. 
talk and in tna discussion of the .RES 'members, the -~kpre:ss~oii~ 
used wasn't. that Lenin didn ',t grasp the ciialectic,'ip~th(!ltl:ght:~ ;­
in general. it was tliat he hadn't grasped the diaie,c~.ic:{:iil~ -~- _ 
the Doctrine o£ .the Notion, sp~CHiciaily ~~(:the finaC_c@p:.:,_::·:. 
ters that we' were • most excited' about'' and that we _are ~/Or king_·' 

- .~ ·- . ,_ -. .. ' ' .. _. ' >-,; ··-1 ,· • .-:..J ._._ -- ..• 
so hard ,to.concretize· for our-age. · .. ::-··,, .. 

. . ' .. ' . - : . ' - . 

I · shouid also add that. by this I mean further th~t' .H~;_ ., 
gel's. P:lilcsophy of. Mind -~ .. \~hich Lenin didn,;t ,touch" at aff;:,~:. 
especially i1;s final three syilogisks -- and .<~11 the preface's,, 
introduction~-~· ~t,ti~udes :to_pbjEH:!-tiv~-tY -of the S~ller·· Logis~ .. ---. 
were wi:itten after the Scie•;·ce of Logic had already been com.,- , 
'!eted and Hegel was· re-examining his wh~le life! s work.· Thus', 
the 1830-31 writings of Hegel are .as critical. as those.of 
~larx' s 'last decade. 

The point nO\'/ is that Lenin's sta'.:ernerit in his Testament 
that Bukharin, ·.though he _was· a great theoretici~n,• hadn • t .. · 

fully understood the dialectic* -- couldn't remain anything ,but­
an abstraction. Instead . of ever p!Jl)lishing his Philosophic: . 
Notebooks, r.enin republished his old vulgarly materialist, 
Materialism and EmpJ:rio-Criticism, even as, ·instead of deve l­
oping all the individual critiques in his. essay Twelve Years, 
regarding the 1903 concept of the Party, he had T~'hat Is To Be 
~? republished. ' 

This question· first manifested itself, mysteriously e-. 
nough, at Lenin's very highest political-philosophic achieve­
ment on the eve of.Nov. 1917, in State and Revolution, b~the 
absence of a Dialectic of Organization, the Party. Instead 
What I_s To Be Done? became very nearly a Bible. 

Th~.; most difficult of all tasks that. confronts us,· 
'' . 

* Eiecause Lenin kept his Hegelian writings private-, the · :'. 
first time that philosophy appears openly in the movement is 
in Germany in 1919 and the early 1920s -- first, with ~ukacs 
using the Hegelian dialectic as a revolutionary element vs; 
social Democratic economic determinism: second, with Kersch. 
Both unfortunately capitulated orgmi.zationally, one to Stal­
inism,,th~ other out of the movement. We have nothing or-

:i9inalf:roin,them by the 1930s when Marx's Humanist Essays 
, .·· U!~~,:;~'tptlblisned in Germany. 

~ ~-~·,t,;\J ... t.>·-·· _ · ... 

·:- 1~- . 
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:, • -:~-~~-~~·~-/~~::-:~~ .::'7::- __ f~=_p:_-~ ~~?-~~ '. -~.l:-!':~ .. =-~;-~v.:;;~ ;.~~v:~;:: ~~-~-!!--- n:_ c"' ~:~•: .. ,,~: .:.:.' ~':'~':"':::· "'7:'''i:~i3!"""'"'"''C"'~""~ 
· DacK to Marx• s Marxism ··- is to proje-ct that it _ _ 

Party ·or the- leader or leadership, but :philosophz, ,~;lie_ bo:iy < _·. _. ____ _ 

Of 'ideas, :the :diale·otic cif idEfae and·.orgardzation~::aa,_agains!;-i;':;:_;:. 
the party as well as distinct from fortti.s of orgtmi:zaf:ion-;l:>or~:: · ,,. · 

:out of spontaneity. While: these; of 'course, 'are>correc:t-;,.iui ·-: £,,;;: 
against: tha elitism·and·ossification of the Party,:the,,J::rutJl r;"­
is that . .these .forms also· sea:rch r6r. an organization differ~--,,;(,,." 
ent from' their own in tha sense that thay want to be sure · · 
that there is a totality of theory and. practice:ag~:~inst·.the 
establish.'tlent _Of a power. that has stopped. dead, With'; its CQil,- · 
quest of:=-~tate; po\r.~r --. in short,: altogether --:new be~;i~z;i~g~ ~.:-.. i :-'-:·'·-=· 

The burning question· of the- day remains; . T•lhat; : happeris::, ; · 
tiE day after?, How-can we contil)ue filarx's unchaining,.of th~ , ,·c 

-Dialectic-· Organizatioilally, with· the principles. he ·ou_t~iJ:l~¢1 ~ _·; .; ., 
in his Critique of the Gotha Program? · _ .. . ... 

The question of "What happens after?" gains: crucial im-
. p_ortanCe ·bacan.se of \1/~~t.~ it --signats in ··~elf-:-develcpmen_~; an¢17. 
self-flowering : .. ;_ 11 revolution in permanenCe •. u - t~o- one kt;t9W~ , ·_:-~ .-~ 
what it is, or can touch it·,··t;~r decide.upon it bef.ore: it ap.:. ::~· . . . - .. . -~·- " - . -

pearR. · rt·is'not the task that can -be fulfilled.in -justcne ., 
generation. That is. why: it rem~ins 'so elusive, ·and why the 
abolition of the division between.'mental and manual labor 
sounds utopian. It has the. future written all over it. 

.•· .. -

-- ' 

. ::,_"._ ... ; .... 
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.&:~~~~~ i:~.f:i\lllii:UU.Ir,;'.t,. -::~{-_'!''.!.·:~~·-v.--:- -·:· ·: 

... -, . . -
., · .. \ \-:·· -~"._. IC,·:•;·: ; , .,._,._;,; :;;~: ·:•1'"\;;r-J . 

.. ·: Tne· fact.:~ha:t. 1>le _gar.not .give·:a'.blueprint.;·. does -not::ab~:o;:'i · 
solve-us::fr.om··the·task. ··It·'only makes it more diff:!.cult.,.-, .. r.nt:at3:' 
we ariF trying· ·to•·do· with this :book;:.to:--Jle is to so ·c;tee.ply .roi;it ,,,.;; 
this task-historically·and•.iphilosophically :that both •. •'le a_nd. :• .•;y,; 

::.11 l'lli.om·l..1c" ciari reach on the outside ·.~ill warif: i:o hew out these"·"' · 
Uncharte' a· .r. .. oads. · · · .. ·. · · · ... 

. , -~ .·.,.;,, .-.. ~:;::: ;~_( 

'. 
1987'is·the year of the te.st. It.i::-~1'-tthe test .. of:: :';::'; 

preparing for something to ·do: -it is· the· test of :doing;:.;' :y• ,•,·: 
There· are•• only ·e months 'to our. type of year -- i.e •. to the·· :.>.· 
Plenum of September 4-.6; when the entire organization •'1;!.11 
l'lant'imaccounting,-.. not ·just· of·the four. months ·of prepara-
tion for· the biweekly, but of the eight· months. of actual•ca_r- •.'>: 
rying out' of this intensified ·practice,· plus· how we madedt · i,> 
integral to organizational aro•.,rth.' ....... . 

• . J 

· r~oreover, this is to be done as \-le ha:ve sufficiently 
advanced in. our book-to-be so that the dialectics. of phi los::- .I .. ' 

OJ?hy, too,··are inseparable from the . .dialectics of .. organiza-"'. 
tiem.'· It'is this·that is promptin(l me''i:o;sh<lre l·lithy6u;ti,,() 
of· the :-letters· to non'-Marxist F.egeiians. on· the new ·in my per­
ceptions· of Lenin's philosophic ambivalence. It also in•rolves 
a new vie•" of Hegel's Dialectic, a·s the letters ·show.·· 

.. :.. 

Let's :'\0\-l take another look at Marx's "Critique of the 
Hegelian Dialectic." Please do read it in the original U.S. 
translation in the 1957 Marxism and Freedom. the only ecUtion 
that has my translation. I am quoting from pages 313-319. 
The first quotation reads: "'t'h~ truth of uniting th:l.s (mat:.. 
erial:i.sm and idealism) is capable of grasping the act of 
1.,rorld history." l'le must nor. forget tr.at even in sho• .. ing his 
indebtedness to Hegel's theory of alienation, Marx had re·· 
constructed it both phenomenologically* and in actuality, 
both as capital/labor, and .the Man/r'loman relationship, as well 

. * Marx considered the Phenomenology of Mind the rnost creative 
of·all of Hegel's \llorks, the ~'i'ork of genius. It became the 

.center of his "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic." It 
·proved to be the essence of~ he de-mystified Hegel, hold-
. ing ·that the my~;ticism ,.,as due to Hegel's de-hllf£!ru!..:l~:h!i.9 the 
l:dea as mere stages of consciousness, instead of human beings 
thinking. Put differently, he •.,ras attacking the structure of 
the Phenomenology of Mint'!, its stages of consciousness. ~'le 

,. need. to see. my notes of 12112/60 •<~ith eyes of 1987, and that 
.. . is what I' intend to do ·in the Ne\.,r Introduction for the reprint 

... ·.· ... of these Notes, as I 1o1ork on the Dialectics of Organhation and 

'-;-, 

· OD''f'i ··. < . • 
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. . c::c:~.··~:--:. ,.,~,-,U<~.<...~~. ""' 'Cena .l.:t.Sm: an(l,- idea 1 ism . .,:-. :Hi~tory~il'!ecth~:'-ll1<fl:k_i;r1~ d>;~' 
{~rked th~ tr~y:scendence,; , , .. > · .,: ,.:·,,;,. ~ •: ··.;,::,·;;;~~,;;··;;,;:,._;~ 

•, -. ~- -' ·3 ' .. :··· ·. ·'. :~· '.· ; ·. ·;.,_,;:•;~·- ·.::·'.-'_' · · •:.··;·~--:· •,- .··;(t j,o~':.::·· ... >'!,:'<.;. ·.~:;!-~:~: :~~'). 
··, He;re .we ar,e -:-- 1,43 Y!3.ars, -i_citer:; -'.-:-~ ahd, pos.~-l>!a~,,~ar,lf;:-,f~-,,,, 

ism has. ya,t, to grasp the .full clepth of • .!>'.arx 1 s Great, Leap_; to,, . ;;;.. .• 
the future. tp his concept 0.f "ue;~; Humanism~·; oo.O~(y; by, f:h.~~ ' : . ' '. 
trancendence rJf this mediation 't'loes. there. arise posiHv~ Hu~~ .. ,:, , 
tnanism,.-(beg5.~riing from fts_~lf~ ''. · · · ··· ···. . .. - . ,,~,~~~: ·.;.;; ,, 

_, .. -- . _. __ ;_ ... _ .. ·.·· -._ -·.:_··--: :-, -;~-:-:·_; ~·c.·~·;-·:·-· 
~'/e are the only ones '"ho speak of philosophy ·nt')t iriere.-;-.. 

ly in general, not as if it we:::e only theoretical rather than · 
inseparable t:rom practice, not as something. that. r_as~no. rela- . 
tionship to '~program,": but as Dialectics •.. "in and .for.;i,taelf;" ·.:• 
so that ·.~e can. work it out a~· dialectics of revolution·: and di-' •... 

. alecl:ics ()f. organL::ation CIS a single dia'lectic rathe~ ;~h~n· as . 
"the Party, :the Party, the Party.'! .. ·:c•o •.. · ... 

In a word, as • opposed to the Party, ·~e put' forth .• a bodt.'- . 
of ideas. that spells out the second negativity •vhlch_ col)timies ' ·' 
the revolution in permanence after victo~J. ·. The principle. of 
reVOlUtiOn in. permanence dOeSn It StOp 'Witit ~a ViCtOr~' OVer • Cap•• 
italism:. indeed, it.doesn 1 t stoo \lntiLthe.full abolitiori~of ... 
any division bet1-1een mental ana ~nu~l l<~boi •.. J;.:uu: seif.~ae~ , ... , . 
velopment of r~anNorn~n that leads to truly ne•,., hurnari relation:... 
ships remains the goa,_ • 

. The fact that Lenin .didn 1 t even knol~ about the 1844 
Manuscripts proves all O\rer .again _thai it •.~asn 1 t only ,after 
Marx'.s -death;,.,that 1•1hat. '"as ,projected by orthodox Marxism · 
tflasn '.t Marx • S ~1arxism.. ! t --t·.ra·s ;'Enga tSian_ ~·1a:L:Aism. · - ~·tnSthe.t · ~ve 
knew it or not, ·~e <..,rere a 1.1 raised that, '>lay. What. drov~ te.n:... 
in to £ina lly go to Marx's true origin i.n the Hegelian Dia'r·­
ectic 1"as the :objective situation of his day -- the .simul­
taneous outbreak of '~orld •·Iai: I and the betraya+ of •:lhi!l;:.al.l, 
revolutionaries as l~e 11 as re'forniists, held to be ortho'dox 
Marxis111. . . . . . ·: . . . 

.-,. 

. .. 
·_,. 

. ··'. 

" role h~d to face· the realities of rvorld War.II and post-.· 
•-1orld.''l'ar II, e~pecially _the early 1950s. ~~e saw it .as a . 
"movement .,from practice": .. •>~e concretired it further by. ca 11-..• 
ing that l'llciYellient a "~orm of theory i tseif." That: \vas the · · 
most fundaW.:mtaf breakthro•lgh on the Al~solute Idea; .'rhe ram2: · 
ification of that, h01~ever, 1"as burdened· by a certain ina de- . 
quacy.: .. we had .oll. becoma so enamoured .•>~ith the great opening 
to the fli'ture' of_ the, J19\" reality that we very nearly suJ::or-:-. 
dinated·-thEr:'i!eciond ltal~ of'that declaration •. 

. l ·: •- ' , - •, . . . . . • ' . :.; . -~ • ; ~- I 
·, 

-~ -· .<:.: ~' - ' -
-~·- .... 

. -. .... . ~: 

-~ : ~·.:..:·:.) ·----~:~~ ._.:; ','. ·- ,-, ' -~ .. ·-:·'' . ' 

Phi.iosophl!;• ,I hope it can be Tnimeoed by June in any case, 
that . it will be ready for the Plenum on Labor Day. 

!.:(r~Hi 
H 
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·· tne Abso.tute· had . not -'- had· not'"'"'' beei!•- iiiftited7 tot'-a' mov~£;:;•·;e..,;'O;,, . 
from practice •. It stated s))ecifically tllat'it··,o~as·:el'ie'unl.ty":>';'i:i,~-:,·_· 
of the movement fmm pract:i.ce and that from theory which had , ·. · .,. 
produced the'Absoluta. Ill a word, inherent in. the Absolute ~~as' .. '.· 
both the movement, from' 'pr<i'ctica' anl the' raovemen.t from' theocy; ! ~"'.: , 

The uni.ty of "the"tt4o had abio signalled Mark• s histodc- trans·~·:: · · 
formation '0£ the. Hegelian Dia tactic of a. ravolutbn in phi los;;:·_,,,:,~ 
ophy into Marx's philosophy of revolution. Nhich is7 how'the •' ·., ·,. 
1880s l<tid a trail to the 1900s with its "revolutiort-in ~'!r.,-
manonC~·. '' ' - , ; : ._,. ·: ~ ·.!:t . . 

·' . 

. . . Firii'ilty, we. need to return to .. the months of •the • prepa:- · ,, i 
tory ~_o.r'k l~e have been engaged in ~1ith the biweekly ·plus the''''•· 
year's · Pe'i·spectives, which llcr.,· has only 8 months untilo next • 
Plenum. . You can sense the enormity of the task: for the small'···· •· 
ness of our organization. 'fl'ere you not a dialectician, you:. 
'"ould be a. pessimist. But Dial~ctic, beginning with' so simple 
a fact as th~t we_ are less 'than' 100 :but our· paper has a press 
run of 7, 000 .::.. rnariy, many thotisands 1.,ho. read it and think· of , · 

· it ;L;eriH:fy lo~ith' the ideas' .;._·. gives. a different view~ : on tin · 
in.ternatiora 1 scope, it nianifa{:s- the ·leaps you get when -you.. 
have a i>:cum both for the voiceii" froin bel0\'1 and for the' pro­
jection of Ma.i:xist-Hurnanism, both: concre'tely and Universally as·.­
a never-ending self-development. 

N0\'1 then, let's get dotm to the immediate problem ·-­
hoi¥ can one simiiitaneously'take ori all the extras tl:at come 
with being a bi• . .,eekly instead of a monthly and ·yet concen'­
trate at least' 'one day a week on growth through in.:person ·con-· 
tacting or through pa:.ticipation in ot!JE.:r movements and in all-
the creati"Je ways· .we can think of? · · •' · 

'4 .>. 

The ans<-ier is simple. The very method of distribution · 
tldce a 't~~onth gives you that much more aont:act with the. out­
side, while' the a'ctual 'writing is, in a certain sense, less-..;_ 
that is to say, in relation to columnists, in relation to the . 

. PTC, as they get divided betl~een \'lho is assigned to what. Not 
only that, creativity means _abolishing the _distinction' between 
"us" .and. "thein•i and between tlie objective and subjective;· B:i:ev-' 
it:y becomes the key _.;; not: merely·beca•1se we now have .. onlyo8: 
pages j,nstead of 12 page~ •. No~ 'k 'is the key l:iecause it de_.· 
mands clar'ity in philosophic projection. : · 

To ei!lba'r'k on this· Gargalltuaii· task, mem.'bei-s-at-'large .. 
have the fn<lst difficult problem;' since, though .they do 'cir­
culate'the paper .and actually participate in ongoing'objective• 
devalopmento and mass movements (as Philadelphia .and P-9 .. bear· · 
proof). they. have· it most difficult when they try to project· 

_ ,\:·',•:-''•; --"~!_'_ -~~ .. , • :1 ;'",' ···:·,•:,• -,< Y<• ,,- 0~.:...__.:,'• 
·_._., .. -~--1-.'-~ ,..· .,.,_,.,. ~--·- --·-

... ·.; l •. 
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their ovm stories in a z.iarxist-E~.anist theoreitii::al/practical>.- " 
·,paper~ That becomes especially telling a!:i N&L bacomes a biweekly 

and constant ne1" points of departure are thrown our way· by. the · 
Objective situation. · Take the fact that there hasn't been a sin­
gle emergence of a,.revolutbn anl'~lhere, he it ·Latin Amer!ca, .. the. 
Philippines, -Heali; South :Korea, southern A!:ooica, or the Middle 
East -- and it didn't matter lvhether H wa·s the 1970s and the· 
Democrats, or the 1980s arid the Republicans -- that you caudn't 
see what was dominating the \'IOrld since the. end of 'llorld ~qar Il,. 
a'rid that is those tt.~O nuclear Behemoths a:Luing for· Single tvorld -
mastery. 

Thi.s is the enemy and since we live in the u.s. the en­
emy is Pall: Americana both globally. and at home '"here reigns 
Reagn the strikebreaker as l.;rell ;;~s Retrogressionist in all 
fields from the Black Dimension to Nomen • s' Liberation to Youth 
and. Education, unending unemployment, pauperization. of the · 
masses and national debt as high as tne fantae'.:5,C: nightmarish 
Star. ~Iars~ He must be stopped. 

'· \ifuat I am driving at 1.-ith the biweekly, with the need 
for organizational gr01~th, ·with the book-to-be, is, at the 
same tirne, the task for all. It is the in-person discus,sions, 
collecti-vity ,i.'!. projecting :a relationship to a body of ideas, 
which r_equire~-- ~ corporeal presence, bOth for feeling ths t ·you 
are not alone and for gthers feeling that you.are not alone • 

. _-:·:··--

After ,all, the need is to fight the ruling class; the 
media: the need is the overthro•o~ of a 11 the· old _.:, and to 
find •>~here exactly is a 11 the ne1.;r. The fact that we are the 
only ones who do not keep the minutes of the REB meetings .res­
tricted to leadership, and you can hand others a copy of these 
minutes, does not .present that corpor~al presence. The truth· 
is -th~t we ourselves 'insiSt- oti having ... ~1.-t_ lcagt -Y.T!r::!·--national · 
meeting a year so that 1~e can see all of us together at one 
place and time. First·then does one understand that the. na• 
tional, international relations as well as the t'elationship 
with non-mambers makes the Second America a reality. Let's 
go at it. 

* * 
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,,--~--~ -~ -·- . -·--·:--: __ ~_~:,-:::,.,_ ~----

. ' -- '' --, ... ; ' '~-·---- ~ ··_ :-- -,_' --:· -~:~,.,-•. .- · . ..:.":. ,..~:"-<· . .;..~---~-~- ,;.:::~:-·:' .... ;;:.~.~.:·:~·; __ . ~:-_: -_--:.'~<·:·:::._-:.,_· 

.· .'·, __ Tiia·~!t~e.·.Raya gave ~?::tliis pr!'ls~nte~~iO.~·.";"~~e..~!~$r~~~r~;: 
Only ,a Months,". is .. vE;ry sobering~ .r~e are no"lQilSE.!~ •• 9.n:~~,~e.1~ .. : . .:; 
thF~~}lo~d ·a(the':~iweekly.. The a. months. h~~-}?~iJi.ii.i:~h.et~~-~n~=!:~; . 
In.l2:days,the .deadiine; :.in .n if.ttle over,two'weekf(the'.fii'r;i~"·' 

·~• • ._.-- 1 ··r-.·. ·• . - '··:•J· ... , , , . ,. •· .. , .. • ,.,_ •·-- -, "'f· )~":''I'"' ·••···· .,_,~'\"}•.....-· . .._ •. 

issu~, of t}le b~weekli:~i~~ ~~,of£ .. the ~~~~.s~.: . : · __ . ··;·::t r c:~::~~;; ;;· 
. -': · '£~~1<at: wh~t .. ~e l>lhf ~*.7Jl€ldi~~a·J:y '~e~nt t,<{ifn~¥E;~~~ ~~iif~ . ·. 
J.i:s pages.: the ·racJ.st attacks and murder in New York: ·the -tre- .-

·-··-· -·--- :.·-~:.-:: .:"·· · ·•. :. _- .. ·:-_.!_.-_.,.,,. ,! ;·--.'-~-.z_; '·.,-_-_; ·: ·.• ~,··,••;•··~'""'i."'i•"-

mendOiliO \lPSl!rg! of ,student vouth in F:t'!IMe # <:~!ld. those . that; ·are .. ~ . 
•• -'· '•., ·--, _-_. --l'" .. --· .• _--·_· ,.,.,-,,--·--; •• ·- , __ ,., . •• ,,.,.~, ••.• _.•\ 

continuing still in ch~nca 7 "the impe.ria 1 Reagan pre'sidency·~ ' ·~ 
·· :"_.,:, :-·:·_ ·· -. ···- :.--,'_:·· · .... ,,. .. , ·- · '•'•···:· . .- .. ,-~:-•-.•r'\'~~-1 

.that is_ moving_ toWards a· no-holds· barred' milita:dzation·of · ···· ··· ·· 
Sp_a9e~: . .,.::~.-- '· o':_· .. · • ·. - -- -·.·; '·' r;. -~:;::~·-•:· ·:-~ \ l-:("i:-~--::.-:P~·>.fT ..... ~ i;',•-: 

- - ·>·· .,.,.. . --• ·::·~· (/· ::::.~ ;~,c-s_;: 

But today ·it isn't so much th~'· sp~c'ifi.cs of a· pattic11lar· 
issue .of the bi"feekly that r. '"!is~. ~o _. concentr~te_ OJ1• _though I 
•Hill rej;urn to t}le first two issues ~t. the enc;l~:. RatherL t:he ..... ' 
nodaL point : is· that these. _8 months 'beco~· a' testin~i gro~na.; .. -:. 
the testing.ground, for how we practice this body of'ideas that' 
is I>!a_rxist,-Humanism~ · · · · · c · ' • ·• .· •· •.•.• -.·.• . : ·••c .'.' , · ~.>.: . , 

r-re need to ask, Hhat raakes .this period, Janu~ty' to ~ept:•:..: 
ember~_: so :_,:re_r:f .. diffe_ren~_ from other pari_o~ in _ c~r exi~s·tence ?' 
Bow can we make. sure our p_ractic~ i:s, truly' a Marxist;:au!li.ani.st .·. 

•:,1 ! . ' • . -- - '. 

praxis? .... · . .. 

, .. ti~ ·~re 'testi~g ourselves as' Marxist-Huraani~€~< i~ a new 
and extraordinary way. The new is not a lone that we: are now . 

. a' biweekly; or th<tt_ W!'! are striving for organizatli:mal gr01•ith:, 
or the tremendous new philOB9F~~C:~()rg~niizationa l_'leaps that _: .. 
Raya will no doubt--be· wOl:kfiig oUt. ih the nii:W -bvo1f. ·. The·--ti•uly-·-­
new for. this peric:>d is that '!le_ want to refuse to. compartmentalize 
those _three dimensions ofbi•>~ee~ly journalism, organizat,ional . 

·;:·:.;:i:·cwth·,::i·isiu~-~~h~ __ hQt.Jk:.-_oit~ .. :diE!l~Ct.ics· .Of--Crq-enizat;On -8rid PhilO==· 
ophy, ~nd n6t. .treat _them a~ i~ ~t.eY. ;.,er~· ~eparate·_~ph~res, ' . 
separate worlds. The· ta~k before· us is .the labor to work out 
the 'intei)~ality of the three. · ·' · ·. . :· · '' 

J 

. This is not a Kantian ought I am speaking- of,' which re-
quir~s "sbme exte:r'nal Berculian effort' by ourselves 'to accom­
plish~ ,,Rather it'is'the truth ofwho-~re are ---'it'is wfuit"'to. 
me R~ya is sll(!aking of, ~sp~cially i'n the. fi.nal pa'rt of ·he:i: - ' . 
talk. -'R~~us~ .J. am !!'8n~ai.ng' editor I 'want to t~k.(3, as the 's~c..; 

· 'i f\Jlt'Y ;;'i;'evp1~1:jt,r~'i'y 1j~~JA 1~lfu~as {f. ~~~fl!~~~b ;t,lj_ ~~~'k!J.i -~-~~~ ¥-
a ne•ll.l~ay(,~,f-~orkili~ ~;~th th~ ,P.?~~:·lti ;.,hich the:r;t;~ .. i~~a. atre~s _.. ' 
on the, O!lgpJng p.ature; ' .. ?f our ~rihnc;J, ~nd t~1,1s. an ong'oJ.ng ~J.!l-'.' 

· cussion ~~ith.a'circl!-i"'of reaaers that,:_as·Riiya stressed,.neei:'iE(.· 
, f;O be thOUght Of 8S '1>ne-t0-0ne COntacting 1 im:luding each Of •· ' 
us setting aside time for visiting. 

\ ~'~(}11;~\lt. 
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NO\" look a t--hO.~ 'thiJ book<:.to"'be';' aao·.Raya::is\'~bf'king':i~. •·• .. ····-· 
- out, .informs our· practice' of ·~orking <'lith the newspaper.: One. 
of the. iei:tQ~s j:q :a~g~i 's·ciioiars' - she is :i:ir.aring0•·.~if~ ug'':today:· _ 

·-.- '-, ··',. ,' ~'-~• .··'cL.t.J .... ·-···"•-• ~- ··:.:.::_~·.. ,-,, ,,.,.,._,_ 
1 

.. ,-.-~. '':.' H ·.,···~·-·-,).,! '~ •,:'>,•!1· 

nas~.as:.l.ts Slibject~Hegel 1 a Third' Attitude tc'OJ.lject1yity~1 ·,I·,·::':: 
cannot' t:hink'ci' arthl:iing' wh.icli speaks more £o·liow' i~e:' work,::~ftiF'f.~ 
. • :.-;_·_ ·-•.;·-·--~~:-.:~i.---.<··· ' • .;~, .... ·•-;-,. .".· ..... ;.,.(', •.. · •. ,..,_ . ..;. •• ~-_., ...... •':' ~;1"· 

. a biweekly· than our Clisciusaion of the 'l'hird Attitude 'to'9bjec-' ~ . 
tivity. -~-T~;at intuitiOrliStit,· ·that· ioOlting ''rolF ShOI-fCuts;- t'Rat':~--· -~­

.·impatience,. is _t.,hat we 1B ve to be very. aware of. I cer.tai~lf · 
. . ,;J '. ·-· -- ·'' '•::· •. - • ' ·-·':·-· -.. , -·~- ' •• ~-- -~·,!' ,.,, ,_., ....... 1' ' ' . 

~m, for ,distr:ll>uti6n pf. N&i.~ but inOr.e distributions ~irf' arid of · .. ·. ·· 
themselves • wili .ie~d' ~s ""ciriiy ·to. s"";,: 1.i 'Ikl ss p!!ri:yiaf.·! .. The :•:ful:.:· ·:-. · 
lot.,~up.9n: the·:~;:iist:i:~u~i~~. J~e ~li~i~g,i~fP,7r~apf ~t~,~~, n':'.;' 
literature. table at a. shcn'>· distribution; 'the ongoing': natura· of.-

~-- ~-··, ·. ··••.· •• -. ::-.• ---- .... ,._ •••• _ ••• , __ ·-·.· -~ >" ,-, ·,,'1 ·.- --~:-··.:--, ,. ' '''t:'•· ~ 
an in-person relationship tO readers of this paper' is· w'!i..a t we·~:~'. 
need to wo;rk out as the manner in which we would concretize ·'tne · 
Dialectic. in a_ Body. of Ideas. , 

.',J ... ; . -•L'. , ", :' -... :.:·.. . ··.: ' '": ··::::;·:::•· '' ', ~ .; -• ;_.:~ 

> .. ; or' 'take .revolutib~~cy·• j~ui~al.i~m·:·a~· ·the _y~r!J __ d_{ft~ci:.li:: ·. 
task of' c:i.rculaHon we find 1ri firilt of us ~-'- of'biQ tilailing' ' 
•11eeks ahd. t• .... 'o Iriaiilng night's ea~h rilontll; -:if c\:irc\Ji.ai::iori in 
the' peribd ahead becolnes ~bduc~d . t'gc~~quesi:it?r''~( ~.li of_ cu.~~ 
selves doing more for this paper to · ;r out, then''we'--are more '''' 
into Stoici.sm than to. any dialectical attitude. 

' - -.:,:: ·-.·,.\.:- .•. : .. .:•:.·~-~-- '-:-: :., ·'- ::__ "·. ---_; ~\..·:-: ._:: ·.-· :·- .. . 
'·_ ... · : __ ;··-- --_,;·.,I.·. ___ ·-_. __ " ·- --;- ---~-- .... ------.--'-'--. __ :~. -·-·-·.-~·: ... '~; .. ·,_~_:.:;-_~-. 

Rather," the devi3lopmellt Of friends Of News ana Letters '' .. 
who ~rant to tak~· part in. ~11 ou¥: activities, {nclUdii'lg thos6:'· ... ' .. 
of· circulation, as part of their journey into Mar::ist-Human:..'·'·::" ·· 
ism, mean~, that. circulation as :r;a rt cf our journalism i.s not 
in a· sepa'r~?te ,sphere froin orgalliz~tion<!l gro\.itl1';_ 5 1\fay~£3· ~1e al,l_ . 
would f~el lik~< spending more ti)!le. working out ci rcula~lC?n: tasks, 

. -incl.udihg lllailing nights, .if it meant a P.~ace Whfi!re fr~ends .~f.: . 
. _Ne~~- a!1d · Le.~ter~ t·lo~l~ __ al=-?o· ~ pii.;L'tic~p-~:t:~ng_: . · · -. - · 

- ' ' . ·, . . ' . . . ' ·'·--
__ ,.,.. -·-_. ·.·.·- .. , .- .• -_ .. ·. -. -·--.. . .. '.' -,·-- -·- ~- "-~i •.. :.-·~ 

Organ;L~ational growth, revolutionary journalism~ book:-t.9-. 
be ~:;; 'the Year of 8 Monl:h~' ~re inse'ok'rable momentS of the Dial.. . 
ectic in: a_B(;idy ·of ideas i_t 'this pe~ioa ·is_. to tr1,1iyb~e· 7.~he. ~;,eli f.; 
fer(mCia. spel;:ifica !' for us. ·· ta!'l we t'iork_ out_., ~his Ma~*:i,st-Hu'"'. _ .. 
manist praxis·! Pg:rt.of working it'out-_i~;;}tn:O•,ling hot~ we came 
to tllis moment of January to September; · ·· 

. . - - . 
'i--."r --.-: ::: ·.. -~·. ·;:• .:" ·· ·_ · r-- . ' ·~ ,' ": ·_':_.:. ; ,_ , • :·!· 
.. I. f. I. su~ ~ "Ne caf!!.e th r~ugh_ r-Ia rx and L~!J,J.n, •• l. t~ ~~e,;n • t . 

. for purpoce's: of 'hyperb'ol~: or,.~mpty.~rh~tori'c. 'Th~ sruot~i., fr0111:. , . 
Mari:' e :"critique of the .Heg'el:i,an Di.alect:ic",,in se9tJ6niV ln .. 

. Raya.: s ~;s!k is precisely, tromihe, p~Z.i9d o(Ma,i:X' s · ~ift;;_ ,tllat:;· .. 
J'open~.~ up:ld,a· whol~."Ne.r:':·co~tinent. of-Though~·~!' .~11r:t.:'~.-~ ·neJ:tt; .. · .: 
40 years ,.,ere. his labot to realize that ne1~ continent of . -
th,?~qll,t~:; • .~;rxia.t::.!f:um~niam·· 8 four.: plus_ (i~_i:aC!e·s. ~'Ve, K<!.d.i ~~~-;' ·. : 
each ~r1cd· of our ex:~.stence; our labor . to· discern !~arx's .. _ ·~ 
lllotne~.~~ •• :';.': .. · ' ··· . : _ , _ ___ -· · ·: · ' ·~:,' .-. ' <, 

.·,. 
,._ .. , 
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-.. -_~-.--_~=--:~~~-~~~~ ~ -.,; :~-~~-~ _:-::·:·:'.;· ~~~-~~.fl9, -:'?~:&_: ~l;:nef __ ;J?!~-1:;~~·7} t:Yr~~~~:;{.t;!F~;,~, ~-~f7J?~~~~~~~;·1_/· 
, from: pefOJ',e · J:!:~, ~.as a, !.'Marxi_St!' _in'. lif~':-'~d,9~0,~i!l~-1=l.t~s,i,~J-;'_!='llff>.'.Ig~ ::·. < . 
every,,decad~ ·of. his, life, t.o. those. ne1>1. moments. of. the .1880s, as.· 
. ·;· .. · ___ - -· - , .• _, •. __ .: •. ·'--~1{.· : • ... -:.1:f-•.:·__.,-.;_· __ _ ;__;:':. :.-~_,:{.:; _:c-.,. '::'·''-.t-.-;·~:;;:r.-::.:~ 

a trul t.9 .~ur ~ay.: And <qe, ar~.~-ffi,t .. ~"n~ ye.r• .<!~;~t:.YJ,~,!' Y•e..,~f..~ 
1

::: 
on hor book-to-be, W:L t~ . rl;!ga rd, _;t,o, f.!~r~, ,t:til ~.: rio. :.. ~oP?~3:~\\~t.~J:;tj,_-,, 

• . ' . -. ' ' - " • '>' - ·-· J·-.:~-- 7 
_,, ,. -·- •• ·:; ~.fi ~-- -;:: .. -}~ '' ·,,:._.'.;._.,,, ;._._.,_,.~; r..·:·~-~ -"~,,.: .. 

t<Te have arrived at 1987 .• showing what no pos~:o:L~hiit:}iii,i;~ist . 
has.-eyer, ~nown: --: the Hegeli:in I.(3nin~ : .w~ c.oi:ild,, 'f:o.t,;~~,Phe.i.~~ WE< 
are philosophically if Lenin had not labored on his-Ph:!.:loso'Phic:~· 
Notebodi'S in 1914. Any study of our Marxist-Humanist Archives 
will '· sh01:>1 th<~t o_ur rE!turn: to Hegel ·.~as ill!l minated, as, !IIW:h by 
Lenin's r~turll t<? th_at dialectic as it was. by .Marx's' ,!•lJ:ftiqgs_, "'· 
on Hegel,: and by the\9bjecti,;e, world, of the late: 1~4os -~rid, Ai:it:l¥; 
1950s. More t!J..an a decade age ••le pointed. out :the pliqp,So!!iJ.ic :. · 
afubivalence. of Lenin, .and if today 1~e have what Raya ·has 101n::: . 
titl"!<i i.n tl!is presentation, "Ne•o~. Perceptions ()f Lemin ',s .phil­
osophic A~iyalence, '·' its beginning point is. o.f. nec~Sf!i~y• !,!!f!,c:. , 
in'.s very revolutionary., very deep; return tci .the. Hege,l~an qial..: 
ectic in a· way that no post-Mar.x M&xist: had eve;)one 'to.;,hi,~:.,.: . 

. day. Only. then can "'E\' dive into the Idea of Cognition a~~~ ~e-rii:n •. 

lire· have a~-ri~ed in 1987, s~me 33 }"ears. after :F,~ya,' s firS:t:'· 
breakthrough on Hegel's Absolutes, and some 13 }ears· after Phi!..:­
oSoohv .and--Revolution~ had ._explicitly· shO\vil Abso~~te .Id~ .-:as New 

·.Beginnings. Jfuat must .. be_. noted _is .that when 1·1e as MarXif!t--:Hu,:-:,. 
rnanists :;:eturn .to the Hegelian dialectic and work out A:bsol:uj:E!. 
Idea as New_ Beginnings, it ·is not alone that we have gone ~~here.· 
Z.!arx oid riot' feel compelled to go in his dat~ and 'to i,-he:!Se.;· . . . 
Lenin stopped sh!irt of • 

.. I-t is as .well that •·1e in the 13 years since. Phllos,onhv 
and .Revolution h-ave refused to stop dead. >'le- have .felt .. c;om:-
pelled to .begin working . out all. of the rarn.ificatfons · __ ..; .· .. 
philp~ophically; jo•~i:nalisticallyi organizationa li;i ..:.:. · of'J\1).:,· . 
solute I-dea- .as tietv Beginnings. '•le can't stop half<'{ay. That: 
is the test •-~e are undertaking in this year o:f: 8 months~, · 

' ' 

Let me put it . another Nay. Philosophy and. Revolution 
has three -parts: the philosophic foundation of Hegel, Marx, 
and Leninr the.Alternatives that '"ere not.continuators of that 
philosophic :heritage either in thei't" l>lritings or practice l ana 
finally. Part ,III. ·~here once ag~in '"e focus on the movainent .from.· 
practice that i.f! itself a _fo:>:m of theocy in the Third)'lorld~ .. 
especi~lly the African R~volutions, in East. E:urope, .. and in 
America. · · · . · · · · · .-. · .... ·' ··· 

i)',-• 

' ·~ . 
: .· 
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: • n·ut,' I '"ould argue that tlie r'l'hole struct\tre;'fhe:;.fu'file : ''•.•-.·· 
Notloi(6( :Pliiiosci6h'f ai:la· Revoi"it.fon,. ciie·a out :for~"a·"-i?at-t:tv-;~:.:5~t ,< -- a "missing" part. ori . the . theoretic-poli tfca'1.-oigaiibiil1:'iona r:·~"::) . 

pr~ci.t.ic~.~ i:ii. t)1a t 'phhosophi'c."foundation in- our• post:..wotla iwa·rr :::·.) 
II \-iqrld~, ·i~c;jt-' ~lone by ~lie"mov~\nent _from pr~ctic:"e~ b'ul: :!iy: ro'f7"' "·' 
olutionaty Marxists.· . It' ~~as' 'i•iid.ss1r:ig" 'beca\ise Part'' IV"'c\:iuld'" " : 
not ave been l'lritten then. Ar.d',it is a Part IV that is both 
-in. writillg arid in. doing~'' Tlle~'thl!:tcen' years ''since'' Phirosciphy ' . 
atid Re;olutfbn has bean the l~r'iting 'of, the practicE!' ·of,·; Part•<.:: 
IV~ .·:': . .:._;_ . ~.. . .. . .. :;:; -.: ·> . .. ,: -.~ -~- .:.-::::·:· • . , 

·" ·· .... -' ,:,"-;-_· 

. '_Most especially it .has been within ·t:he 'half•aozen y~-;,;~i-i· 
of. tbei _1980s that we have. through multidimensional ·paths b'e~n·.:-~. 
stru<jg~.ing tocomplete •the ta-sk that· the firsFthree ·parts 'of·1 ,,., 

'P&R have 'set 'before us·: · · ·. '·· ·<··, :·: -.· ··:,-:--·-·· : 

: : .. ·-'~' ;_ ··':, -.. ·• 

* it has meant the reorganization of the Arc1iives ana 
l\r.chives Guide~ 'first in 1981 and then ·again in· 1986~ ·:so ~bat: 
·~e no1·1 'truly ~ari ·see ·Marxist~·Humanism· as ·a· half-cent:tiry of ·,:.rorld 
c'.._eveiopment.' :t>nd the· specificity· of thos-e Archives 'presented·::- .. 
for a particuia·r subject of ravoltii:ion 'in the collection T-io- .· 

. men's Liberation arid the Dialectics of Ravolution: Reaching; 
for the Future. 

* It has ··meant tha· ~:;ork:big :out-co£ a ne'H. catEi~fO~j _:Q:f_.":. ~- := •· 

post:C.Marx Marxism and a new· ?~esentat~8!;l ~~Marx 1 a final de7~ :. . . 
~de ·as a trail to· the ·1980s 1n the th~rcl/tnlogy of revolut~on, '· 
~'LuXemburg·,· ·T·1omeri • s Liberation, and Marx 1 s Philosophy of • 
Revolufun. · · 

* It has meant an extraordinary series of Retrospective/· 
Perspectives ,.,i:ich present us organh:ationally, politically, 
journalistically, as l~elJ..'as philosophical.ly •. I am referring .. · 
to palllpfilets· ·sUch a·s 25 ·.-Years· of Mar-,:iat-!itituaiiisin ·tn ·-cne: u ;S'~ ,~ ·-> 7 • 

·tracing' year by year our· orgimizationa l practice unseparated · · 
frc.:: 'Norldt.,ide developments from the 1950s to 1980, 'and the · 
Myriad Global Crises pamphlet which both traces the three· · 
decades of our paper, and presents the Retrapective and Per­
spective to 'Tile Raya Dunayevskaya collection. . - . . . . . 

. "'.. ' ' 

'But I am also ref~rring to the series· 6£ presentations 
to ourselves 'meeting in Convention~. Plenum and ·Expanded REB 
begirtr:dng. t'lith 1984's "Not by Practice Alene" Perspectives:' 
that sarrie_ye;iu:'s El:p'ander.i REB on "Responsibility for Marxist- .. 
Burna nisin in ,.the' Hfst.oi-i~ Mirror": 1985 1 s Perspectives that 
combined Perspectives and Executive Session on the "Self- '" 
Thinking Idea in a new Concept of and Relationship to the .. 

·. Dialectics of Leadership, as •.,rell as the Self-Bringing Forth 
of. Liberty". <md the year-end's ... New Beginnings that D"'l:ermine ' 

10708 

.. ·•·.·· ':: 



-~ . 

-21-

the'' End,.; . and .. this year Is· Perspectives. with its. "$inglEj•. Dial­
ectic·' i:a Philosophy and in Organb:iltion~ ·~ l\nd: new ::''Tlle::t'l!'e!l~: ·:;·' 
of Only 8. ·Months• ., .. · . · · · .:·,,,, · ·' .<l. 2 "·:::··:::~'-''' 

' •. !t has meant the public presentations of oursel:v~.s ;; : .. :· 
str<.it'ching: front the· Marx centenary Tour; .• throughc the .. ~~J\~ri::-:: ., .•. 
can Roo~s arid World Hmroanist Concepts~' talk at:Nayne •State ~: ••o:: 
Universii:y·~ith 'its. Atchives:Exhibit;·.;n"·l9851 to ·the·mos.t ;;;:,'·" 
recent videotapes:• em •i:lass· six. of' the ~iorkshopi! on "Current: . 
Events and .'the Diala:tic Method,-" and the U~I .c. lecture on · 
YOU:th o-f the<. =60s -'Bltdr Youth of."th€r:-. •-.eos-~ · ~ ·· '~· :~ ... ,~:,.f ~-> ~ ·-

. ·' ' 

·· ... :; ···. ~· - . - . ···'"' .-· •'• . ·_·;;. . • 
·· · · · . ., It has meant· the tnost comprehensive :series, of !'!.tate .. , . 

ment:s on .the 13lack di1uension· in Amerio·a, ·in Africa, .• in .. t:h~'k ··,·: 
Caribbean froiti the new paragraph worked ou't for the Marx: (!e,n-: ... : 
tenary· Tour on Marx ·and the: BlaC~ world.· for ROsa· LUXemburg;. , · · 
~lomen' s ·Liberation, and Marx • s :Philosophy ·of''Revohiti:on~· .t;9:,~ ,.,. ·c 
the 1983 Introduction to American civilization on.Trial, the 
1984 Political-Philosophic L"'tter orl "Grenada: counter-Revo­
lution and RevolUion," the 1986 Intt'oduction to Frantz Fanon, . 
Soweto, and· American Black -Th,ought.' 

* It has meant our m~Je to Chicago. 
' : , . -' ~ '· 

· ' * ·.lind· ii: has meant a revOlutionary journalism of first 
a 12-page N&L and now a bi•;;eekly N&L.. ''· 

.~ '. -
so to·.'return. to· whera, i began·. cie have· come ·,to ·our.· .. 

Year of 8 Z.1onths out of Marx, out of Lenin, out of Marxio!:.­
Humanism 1 s confrontation wit h. both revolutionary philosophy 
and the ·objective reality of revolution.and court er-revolution. 
and of. Marxist.-Hu .. :nanism 1 s self-critique. · ·. · · 

.. The category of self•critique was presented in a power­
ful 1~ay in Raya 1 s talk. The most furidamen ta 1 one is ' on our : · 
brEiakthroogh on Absolute Ideci <•lhere Raya asks whether, we be­
came' so eriamcr~d .. 'witn 'the great opening .to' th!)' future of. ' 
"the movement from practice" tm·t we very.miarly·subordin-.'.·· 
a ted. the seco~td half 'of the declaration .·"as a form. of theory o II .. 

And she follows this by saying: "Don 1 t strip it (Absolute 
Idea as New' Beginnings) ·naked and turn the· words new .. begin­
nings into·a· ,~re abstraction~" .That is -such a .devastating<:' 
critiqUe;.• · Perhaps devastating is. not the right word; .it. :. 
is SO 'deep a critique· that it Ctllllpele·the mc:ist ·seriOUS re-· 
thinking on ciur· part.'. • c.:~ ; .... , ... 

. · .. ~ ' 
:t:::·,' :: _,_.::·~~_\_ :_!;-:;~ :~' 

· .. , The!\ ccimes:'the ·critique. whi-ch.:~ays th~t 1-ie.:to~~ f~r .. ·.· .. , 
granted;our:\reject;lon::of the· v~nguard.:.party-to~lesd anct. nev-,..,. 
er developed ·'that critique. Certainly the ne•tl lmk-,to-:hE!. is- ,,-;···· 

·· the developt!$nt~ · · ,, 
. . . ,-___ ·.-~· \: 

.-:!'1"t ~!,.{ f -·,, .//{ :--.:.•; 
''·"- ?, ci ~ ;, - ~~ -· :f'Q709 
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, . -~-- - ---. 

·· .. "' '.' lfnsno Raya: -puts · forth'Jthec-idea< of'.lccat:i,c;:~:;a.!:l.~:.:lo~a.~r:~'s 10 n:r_, 
ills:e~~~;8bl~:-_· fl:.om:-:. a.,~-; na~~~ phi-losophiC::::morr~nt·.~~Qf: ~-6:f§l..9P~~tt-! t:),f~~:;. ,i~ :.~~ 
bec;,mes a tremendous critique when it is concre~i.l!l~.c:!,~h.at,.,W~d''S 0 ··• 
had· not moved to Chicago w:ii: h RL'•lLKM and thus . :' "created a·· cer:.., :. · · ·· · 
t:ain gap';•"' · Don't lve.•thus :have:: to• ask: l'lhetht;~_r,y~ ~_aye,, .fully - ,. 
worked~but whEire-:Raya.-'says:c.'~l984_ had,. inde~d,'='p_aq~-~ a;.,'!'!l.;-9::1-9!1:,-o · 
point for' tha Bogy· of; Ideas ·of Mos:rxist-Hmtu.a.l'!is!ll:',.l an(i ,J;"el~J:!l.9 ,.1 ''" 

that 'to'<the' fact· t.hat• ~1e· moved • at·:.that p¢J'lt 1;;o; chicagol; ·-~ ~Y~:r.T 
v;e grasped that • ·turning: point~ s, -relation,_to .loca.ti,OJ.l,?.;.f•t .. , ·· :• ,., '""··:,-; . 

. '~ ;.'':-!• .' -:..:; .-.,;,_1 "· -~,_- .. ,._. "··· 'r- . _- ,;· ' 
. ·:_ ,. · · ;·.: •' •·· · .--·1 .:./G,_-~->::l::;· ;;,r~---~ ::::i"~-~-"_,,;:::i 

The immedi1.1te task which·' we· all' feel: .i.l.l .9hicagc: a_!l_c:l,,iJl.J ·'£ · 
other locals of the biweekly before us. is surely a test, but 
it.is the"kirid• of test' that.·is .at :cn.ce. a; pa~hway· :--::·; ~; pathi¥ay : 
for organizational growth•· a ·Path.way: f9r,_o\lr relaf:~onship:, t5>:r:>T 
the boo~· to-be·~: These two,.,.•tTay road!J of.-tle .D:1-a1f!ctic of

1 
a.·:::;. ·:c- .. - ·· 

Body 'cif.'Ideas,. s.tra'tch out before -us·· :both ·for the· Year, of,. 8 · .. · 
Montn~.'. an~. ~~r beyond~ _, . ~ , . __ L~.:..:::.. .. . . . . .. ," , ·-~~ ::.·:~~ .• . . -·- --~·:·:. .~. ._:~_ .. :·: ', . ~·:- :-·:.:i.-J /_: 

·* - . • . 
; . . . .. 

. . ·- "-': 

TWo final pcints, the letters· to Hegel·,schola rs ;CindJt;l:le 
first t1•o issues of _the biweekly_. ·· · .. · ··· ·· .. · · ·· ... -··-··-- .. 

• .1 ~; •• ,-:.,. ' " "., .r ., .... 

R~ya comments that the 193 0-31 writi~g~-~f -H~ge.l are 
a a 'crlt1cal ·as -thcsc:.cf· Marx'S -last decad~ ... --In~ ~h_e ·1~-tters, 
both the Three Attitudes to Objectivity and J:he .. final thr~e ·:, ; 
syllogisms -- ·both 183 0-31 ··-- .. are· tako:ln up. These · ti..ro wri:... 
tings were·:n6t taken•up by Lenin in .his: return to Hegel., 

;:~-.:- ':f .·,.. ·f· . 
' '.. ~ 

.. Let: if~~ pose:my comments as· questions. Is t}tere a 't1aYo." 
in 1'1'hich the Third Attitude to Objectivity andthe i:hre~ "" 
final syllogisms are' connected . tciday? Did the . fact tll.l:_. the 
Third Attitude .to Objectivity had a pull .on post-World war !I 
Marxist revolqtionaries (for ·example; c~~ Jam~s) ·mean·\:_h_at they 
were pulled, a1-.•ay from' working out ~hose three final syllogisms_ 
in Hegel's Philosophy of. Min..9l . And on the Thi;od ,Attitude hold-_ 
ing the key to the retrcg.ressionism of .:the 1980s ..... _ is,-the m.Of!t 
extreme attitude of that· Grenada,: c ounter-revqhti on .. and- re:volu­
tion? ·And·do we also, see it in: .other places,: j,n _other fortl\lil'?; 

' •• · c,lt 

· c'on the "Idea of Cogniti..,n" --.yes, it mea~~ t~i:s:. "'·,:, 
changed pero~ption of Lenin.· ·Does ..it :also mean- a changed per-:.• 
ception.-of Hegel? I am:' talking ·about ,\~here .Raya,,ll!':r:.ites. ;o."; _: 
the Hegel scholar that·.!'Hegel left·open·the door _.fo:c a':futur_e,. :. 
generation cf.Marxists to become so enthralled:with Cb. -2,,.:-.·· .. --:·; 
'The Idea of Cognition'" (in the .§_maller Logic, ·with the sub-: 
section 'ori' Volition} ·that·they 'didn 't:raturn::to·.·.the Larger 

- Le;ic:F for it's chapter on· l'he. Idea·:of·Cognitio:p, andcon" .. ·· ··'-'···-
Absolute·J:del!!;.::;" ,:·~---'' .,.,"' ·····-.... ;(.~·":ct.-·-.·--:~.,_._. 

-' .. 1 _,_ 
' ~-J 
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._, > . c:-:2.3~ . . '- --·-.~-, ·- -·--

. . .· Finally, on the first t•o1o issues of the b:l..w¢ek'ly~ 
·•· i.rot\ld like to .propose the folloiiing possibiliti(.;Js ·for· the , . , .. : 

first two Leads, _FiJr issue No.1 {deadline Jan. 15}, ne~r.di··' ' 
mansions in the youth demonstn.~tions worldwide •dth s:Pecif!c 
concentration on china and France. ··For issue No. 2 (deadline: 
Jari. 29), a state of the union analysis of Reaganism. The · 
·first iseue will no doubt have as well a. ·i~rsion of Raya' s ·. . ,, 
Part I on Star '4'ars from the Skies. And tl7e can look. fonrarc .. 
to in:person reports from Lou on. the south arid- Russell on · 
the ·Far East in the near future. 



ON 

January 7, 1987 

Dear Colleagues;· 
·-<;:L·.:._~·:~~ ··;;;_, _ .. ~-!·.·; :,. ·:.,·.·-:-· ·t' ... _;.:Jr;~~!~.L.:;;~- .· _ 

~: c:.Beeauf\e, d.1,ffereneesdn :Hegel 1 a Science- of tOgic".and,:J:he; Encyclopedia ·YE1.riliou: 
impinge O!I·!I!Y £hanged pificeptiori,of Le!'!~ 1 ii''P.h}}O~op~te ll.D1~iv.~le,t!_c.~~-(Lfeet,t~at 
I should give. youe sense of the. scholars' critique ·on .tlie Xdea. of: cognition•* > 

_. ""-·"'·.-!-~---'·'·, __ . ,_~_ .. _. .-.-~:-~·;_ .. _,·.·.: · _ _._ .. -.. , ,-· -·:-.·,-~;::: ·, ;;·'·;' -~-~;ur.; \-';.,; ~ •. -~l ;.J;J::;;,?& ... 

"'P'irJ't';' the ~ril:ics; deny that tliere i~' a·'c:·~nflic'i:' b'~twee'i{ the. st\.;;11e~' tilgic 
.(Parsgrap)t,·235) lntd' the· Science of ·Logic,. eiiice'·the'Absolute_·i:dea 'milklili dear' 
that ea~;h',category~-theory/practiee~•is one"sided by .itaelfoi:~Tiie AbsC?.liite:.is; 
a great deal. mor~:.than ·the ach.ievement of ''Will~';~·tqa~ only ."1~-·J:o,~he.jJ!bil;>l!lt.e·. 
Idea, •:. '·: I:aragrap_h .23~ was ,quoted !=O shol~ that it 'Ia . the. unity' of ,~!lbjt<<:_~~V~ha.nd '·'<?~ 
Objective BI)d_th~t,,tlla~ alon~ !'~s the Abaolute~nd: 1111 truth;''- A_nd ~L:?il_Fs~, . 
they ~.are happy t~ announce that "neither Logic· supports t.enin,'.s _'in~erp;r!!tar.i.on." 
-. '··''·,' ":- .. ·· .... ·.· .. ": ;, __ ._. · ... ·· .. · ...... -.. :. -. ··-··-'-·.-~ -:~~:;·.' .. ; . 

•• :~ . ';. - ..... . ' . .- _.,_._ • . ,-, !'_ ,, • ,.:. _ _.-, •. _~,-"' 
It is at- that point l<here ·the ·cdtiqiie'began against' my.. interpretatioh·'o£. 

Absolute Spirit,: holding that theie''"iil'a more complex: isaue~· ::[ do:no:t'think':. 
though some _.'interpreters dO .. :.-th~t--the ·Abe;lu.te-.·.Spir:!.t .c.en~: b:~. ::o r:d.!:.c~lly;~·-:_:~;.~~ 
identified wfth the Abaolut~ .Idea as\' tl~~Jlght you were willing':tQ. do;••. ':. ;\ "' 

- .• - - - . • ) ~ --~- '' - ' ;_~ .•. _;~ f.}·.: 

Surpris.ing!y, one of those non-Marxist-Humaniots did agree with m.y,.,,.;·. -. 
interpretation that the eternal idea is ceaseless motion, but then verJr "s·trorigly 
disagree~.: "B.ui:''r no longer follow you,· when you ceil .. toe. eternal-.id~a 1 revolution­
in-permanence'; Your social inteipretetio'n·is, 1.n mf opinion; f!Ot.' supported by . 
Hegel's te11t," ··The: leti:ei: ended with: a rejection of my interpretation of'· the 
final syllogism,-. Para. 577 , .. as .being any· source .of "entranco 'i:o, the·, llew s'ociety, 
I. would rather read· it .as an .entran9e intc. philosophy." · ·;, _ ~ .·' · ;;. · ::;. ·:: 

. ·-
Yours,· 

. ~ .. . -·· -
Ray a ... -·,- -· 

··; :·' 

P,S, ·.I !also' enclosed excerpts from nrJ.·-1953 Letters on the .Absc.llite Idea',. calling 
ettt.ntiOI) ·:tc .. these·: sentences: I' rom the lEit:ter of May. 12, 1953: "I',am shaking. all 
over for ·we hav;;,.come to uhere we part from Leni.n. 'r~~entioned. befor~~th!lt, :·althoueh. 
in the appro.!£!l to .. _the Abs<?lute Idea ~nin hl!d men.tioned 't~at· man' a; cpgnitipn not 
only refl!lcts the objective;world Jllit creates it but that within the chanter·.he 
never deviil'?P~~- H." .And J;rc:im 'thtP'.ay :2o; 1953 Letter, ~ .sent ·.oy __ a_ill;~lysis.: of, the 
three final syllogi:sms, Paragraphs 575, 576, 577, .. ·:,r ·· ·· _ 

------...... ~. . ; ' :-: 

. wi:m referring to A,V·. !!iller'~· translation of Science of .. Logic, pp· •. 775-823, 
-:· ;and, to-H_egol 1 e Smaller Logic, Patagrapho 226·235, 'Which includes "Volition-." 

'_;...,_.·~.;.: ··' . ·;.;.. . . 

. -~.-~-:-~"'~·:fL.:~.~::::.::.".-~'- ,- •. ·_. ':! .! .. -·'- : . .:.: - . . ·:- --. .. 
·.-; --:.;·~_· .. · •-.,,. .... - ·-. :.::)·.·L-·.;.u.~ 

-.; ' ' .·!·.-·> :; :•--.,. 
. r : . 2. 'f ;·~,):_· . 
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-
. 'l't-10 LETTEP.S FROM ~.AYA'T6 i~OW~MARXIST HEGELL&ir(S'CHOiiARS: ·. · 

- ·;··. ,· 
• '-'~ . •• : -~ - ! • ·' ' 

July 3, 1986. 

Suddenly I remembered when l-le first ~~t . at . th~ ~~i~~~-
. s ity l9here I . i:alked ·on: FhilosoEhY and: Revolution~-· We ·continued 
.the dialogue after the formal 'tallc. · I believe it s·et the' : ·: 

· ground. for' my ~aper tin-. "H~gel'.s Absolute !dee as New: &!ginn=':.'' 
, ing ;'t ;whi9h was . accepted fpr, the. 1984 Hegel. Society of, A.inerica 
. conference. Don '.t you J:hlnk that in a way we .have Md .a' c.on'~. ·' 
't~nuing~d:L~lcgue ~si~cC;? : -At:--~ny rate,_ I- consider you-._a· :Very.·-- ·· :-: 
good friel;\d. r· hope you· agree; Or do you think· that,.the~ · 
sharpness. of my critique cif'Hegel scholars who are 'non-Marx-·· 
ists goes beyond their· cd~ique of M"'rxism? I seem always· 
to get'f:riends "- MarxiSt as well as non-Marxist . .:·.; who con.: 
eider me a fdendly enemy rather than a friend. 'I'hst f;dendly 

.. enemy relationship continued, for example, with Herbert. . 
l1arc.u.sc fo;: three. long decades, and we still never agrr<~d, 
s pP.cificnlly on·· the Absolutes • That's where I want to appeal 
to you, even though·we do not have the :;~me interpretation 
either, · · · 

Al'ong with the hattie I 1m. currently havitlg with myself 
on the,Absolutes (and I've had.this battle ever, since 1953, 
when I first ''defined" the Absolute as the new aociety)*, I 
am nol-7 changing my attitude to Lenin -- specifically on 
Chapter 2 of Section Three of the Science of Logic, "The 
Idea of Cognition." The ·debate I 1m having with myself cen­
ters on the different ways Hegel writes on the Idea of Cog":" 
nition in the Science of Logic· (hereafter referred to as 
Science)·, and ~:he way it is expressed in his Encycloped:l.a 

· (smaller Logic), paragraphs 225:-215> ·with focus on parilgraphR 
· 233-:235. The f~;·:£ that the smaller Logic does .the same: type . 

o·f ·abbreviation ~1ith the Absolute Idea as it does with the 
Idea 'of Cognition,' turning that magnificent and most pro-

- found chapt.er of the Science into paragraphs 236-244, and 
thatpc:rag.:aph 244 in the smaller Lode was the one.Leniri 
preferred** to the.final paragraph of the Absolute Idea. in· 

·*·· I am enclosing 
Absolute Mind, 

· ; · ·" Science of 
** All the references to Lenin are to his Abstract of Hegel's I 
Logic, as included in Vol. 38 of his Collected Works, pp. 87-
238. ·Concretely the subject under dispute.here is· on the Doc­
trine on the Notion, Section Three • Chaps, 2 and 3, "The Idea 

. \ of Cognition" and the "Absolute I,dea." 
:.-l\·1 ..,\ i t . -2- •, :,x{_· .. ~f- . 10713 
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,_::_::: ~·.·:-:; t.·.!",;. '.,-. ;·:.· ... --... _7_''~;_. '"·:·~.;-~:t -:~~-~-:( .. :.•.1.·. 
the Science, Has had-me "debating" Lenin eve~_,since.:~?~~~· u.i 
That: yearcmay ··seem• ·far .away;, but. its ·essencE!; :;l1ithgy.l;,:-: tb.-~.; ~t' 
polemics; lVas actually- given· in. my':paper• at,~):he 1974)i~g~.b·:: 
·society'•of•,Am .. rica Conference.-·:· , __ ,.; •.. ;" .. •·i·;r•c,:;:••:·-~-· 

'·· 

:· •<t~h~~~er.or n~t-~enin had ~ right t~·:,;,;;;;~;:~;~d'(~.~~-; ·: . 
difference· in--:HegeHs two .. articulation!! .. in;tha •. Scianc" ,, a~_!;!" •.. 
in the·smaller Logic,risn't it true., that Rege:!,,~py-,~:J::Iil~~ing~~ 

· the s~b-sectiori ,B.· !'Volition;"•which .. do.es n9t: !lPP.?a:r;_ ,1-n ·t~e .. 
§s.ienCE!! left· open the do01: for a future· ge'!le~a-~1.9n: .'?.~: :~~~T · 
_ ists;,t!.)';bec~me so, enthralled with. Ch; 2; 11The; I~13a, of, .~8~~:;­
t_ion-. :.·- wh1ch ended• with the.· pronouncement-, th!lt.,,?J:act·i~~-~-7~8 
higher. than Tlleoryj ·--. that·· theyc saw- ·aile ttlimtitY.· of-::t:he,, ~~h·: 
vera ions? • These Manis ts weren.' t Kantians. beliey_ing_ th~T!-~·~ . 
al-i:• cont:rad:i.ct:i.oris will be .solved by actions .of i~m~n ;of g9o~ . 
will," . , . . , . .r : •. ·., . 

·: ·-There ·is no reason,• 1: think, for; introducil!g :a new 
sub-heading v1hich l'ets Marxist!> ·think that now that_ pr~ct~~:e 
is "higher·'!. than the·ory, and· that ':"will," not M w.i111:1llJ.,.,,., 
riess·, but as action,: is their province, they do not ne~df:t:o 
study Hegel further. 

Ple~Eie bear with me as .·! go through I.eni~' s.,,interpre-
-· tatiori c;f, that• chapter· with. focus on . this· Sl.lb-section, . so,, . • 
that we know -precisely v1hat is at issue •. I~deed, when I 
began ;talking to myself in .1953;. objecting .to Lenin's .. dis-. 
missal :of the last half of .the f:l.:nal par~gr/O!ph of the Ab~o­
lute ·Idea in the §cience as ''unimpo:::tant," preferr~n~aragraph 
244 of '·the smaller Logic--.,._ "go forth. freely ,as Natul=.e''. ':"" 
I explained that Lenin cou~d have said that. because he. hadn It 
suffered through Stalinism,.-· I was happy that ~here_ was .one 
Marxist revol.utionar~ who had dug into Hegel's Absolute Idea. 

J. . - • _., .. · . 

- ·Now then, 'ihen Lenin seemed to have completed ,his 
Abstract,. and writes "End of_ the Logic. 1~/17/1914." ·,: .· · 
(Vol; 38; p. 233), .. he doesn't really. end. At the ~~d-_of ,that 
he:refers"you to the. fact .. that he,·entled his study .()r;hc,_ 

·Sciencehilith paragraph 244~;of· the. smaller· Logic ~.., amLhe. 
means it~ . ·Clearly~ it WJ:!Bn' t only the l~sl; half of a p~;a-: 
graph of' the Abaolute -Idea in:·the Science that. Lenin, dismiss-

., ed; The truth is. that Lenin :had begu."l seriously tQ co!lsuit 
the smaller 'Logic at• the .secti9_n on-the ~dell, which begins.~ 
!n the ·smaller 1Qgic with• paragraph 213 •. When. Lenin _iiomp~~ted 

c • 'Chapter 2,. "The Idea.· of Cognition/.'_he.didn't really· g9 to. 
_ · -2Cbf1pter! 3;'·\ !''l'h?cAbsolute. Idea; 'I; but first~ pro~eeded fo:r s~yen 

• pages iwith,his :(lw. "translation''• (interpretation), , This. is 
·· on'pp, 212'·219-of:VoL. 38 of his Col.lec.teci Wcrk8,' ... ,;, 

.::';_._; l:- ···~ 
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. _Lenin there divided each page into. two. One side • . 
he .called::!'Practice in.the 'Theory .of KnowLedge'!; ont,the:; :.:n 
other· side he· wrote::; ''Alias, ·,Man~ s ;consciousness ;.iiot-~only .; :. · 
ref1:ects ·, i:he objective .W?rld,. 'but ·creal:es dt ,-'! .. :l.w{la ,,8o, .. k.1 
enamoured .with his "Hegelianism',' that~ I .. :never:~stopped·c?:epeat~ 
!ng it. Presently, however, I'm paying a great deal more 
at_tention to·,qhat he did in -that diviSioncof:·theJpage ini:o 
two /wfth.' these "translations , 11 Thus 0 1): ~1l'!otion=Man1!;:· '· _, d.• 
2'J1".0tlierriEiss. which is' in itself .. · Mature ;independent"o:L,, ···., ~. 
man11 ;''~)' "Abi!!'olute Idea=·'objsct:ive truthi u ;,,:t~hen. Lenitl";l'eact.es 
di~c~£~~81 s~ct:fon · of Chapter 2 ;::: "The: Idea o£1 the.: Goo~/~·l!t~~: ~­
writes ,::.•11end' of ·Ch. 2, Transition. to. Ch •. 3, .'The ·Absol\lt!;;;;,o:: 

'''Idea':'·" But:·r consider·that·he·.b still only on· the thres~· 
hold of' the Absolute. Idea, Indeed, all that·.: follows p •. 2l~;i 
in lil~·; NOte~ shows that. to be· true,-: and. explain$,'Why Le.~in·. 
·proceede'd 'on 'Us own .after the end· .. of· .. his Not~sJ.ori· th.e. Abso..-

. lute. Idea, and returned to the smaller Logic. .. · ' · 

'· Thus when.Leninwrites .tltat .he: had reached,;the end of. 
the Absolute Idea and quotes .paragraph 244 as .. the true- end,· 
bec'ause it· is "objective·," he .proceeds to the. smaller: Logic 
and reaclies paragraph '244;-:to which he 11ad already :r.eferred. 

Altho~gh he continued.his commentaries as he was­
:r·eading· and ·quo·ting Absolute 'Idea from the Science;. ·it was 
not 'eitheir·AbsolU.te Idea or Absolute Method ·that: his 16.,.point 
definition of thf.! dialectic ends ·on: 1115) the struggle of 
cont.ent' 'with forro and conversely. . The thro\<>ing_;off 'of. the . 
foim, the transformation of •the ··conterit. 16) the transition 
of quantity int·o quality and•vice-•Jersa. ,.:(15 and 16 ·are .. , 
e~amples of 9). 11 

' No wonder the ·prece!!!li'llg :.point 14 .referr.­
e·d.-.to ·absolute ·negativity as ::if it were. only· 11the, app~re::,t·: 

. return to the old' (negation: of .the negation), 1' · · _ •. 
~-. ' : ' " .. ,:· .. '·. 

Outside of Marx himself, the whole question of the ;· 
negation' of the negation was ignored by all !1orthodox t>'.arx-. 
ists. II . Or worse; it. was made into a \iulgar· materialism; as 
with' Stalin> ~who denied th.at it 'was .a fundamental lSw of'.~·: 
dialectics,' Here, Rpecifically;'::we· see the case oLLenin·,- i 
who' had"gone back. to Hegel·, and had .stressed that.'it .. was .. im­
possi~le' to'. understand- Capital; • especially' its. first .. chapter, 
without reading 'the·:>whol~. of'the Science, and yei: the whole 
point ·that. Hegel· was . developing· on um:esolved contradict :!.on, 
of' "two worlds in\ opposition·~· one .. a realm of sub1e~tivity . 

- ·:in -the !lure riagiot..s, of• transparent ;thought.: the; other a realm 
.... of: ob]o,:...\~iv'ity in:'• the: element. of: an externelly• manifold a.ciuai-

i; ;ity that· i's an undiSClosed realm of<darknesr;·,.••· '(Millet'. trana­
'l.ation~ P•' 820),';; did'. not faze Leni11. becaU3e:he. fe.lt. that .the · 
objective,: the:. .Practical 'Idia; 'is thatires'olution;<' Nor,111as 
_he fazed by the fact that Hegel had said that "the complete 

'. 

t0?15 . " 
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elaboration of the unresolved contradiction batw~en the · 
· ~iiliscilute ·end ·and :t:he ·lim:i.'t~tion' of· ~his:'actua'litY. !elfat' in.;.-~ 
. superablY ppposes it has been ·cans:i.dereCl i'ri' 'olafaf:J:i'1n'•tliEf·1U 

Phenomenology of I·lind~"· .(T'~~ refereri.c~ is tb" .P'~_;•'6Uff)•of'•: 
the · Phenoinenolog:y', Baillie t:ranolation~.} ''.: .,,, i:. ' i . ". ~.L; '· 

·"·- -- · .::··--~- .:_;_.-,; ,.-_.- · i_:--._.~- .,. : .. ,~><'. :; -:~-:-.,~::~_,>}l'f.>~ 

. ~_ In the or-iginal German the·- above· sentence~rea-ds_:>t.. .. _.:·i-::-~:-
"Die vollstandige Ausbildung des .. unaufgelosten Widerspruchs, 
·j~nes absolut:e·n Zwecks, dein die Scb,ra'nke dieser W·frkli•chke·it. 

·~· uriUb~iWindl:!.ch'. gegeniiberateht ;· cist .·in 'Oei 'Ph~noirienolo~i.e"~ d~"s 
···Gelstes (2 Aufl.,.s; 453££;');·" ·'·: · .. · ·.··: .. , ·• ,. '·'' y•.··::· 

' ---1~_·.«-. ,_._' > •••• - - - • ·-·:. ><',' ·.·-.~·-... -l <: .. _ ... ;_·:~:.=~;_:;·• 

-. . Nothlng·, . in fact, led Len:i.~ oack' to· the )dea of. · -
Theory 'and away . from dependence on . the ' Pracdc'a'! "ldea r not ,: . 
·even when Hegel writes£ '~The ''practical~ Id~a. sti~l ·1.acks :the 
'mq,ment of the Theoretical Idea; •• ·For the!"prac't-ical.Ideaj_:· 
t•n the . contrary, . this act\lality/"\•hi~h. ai' thl:l n.aine ,time·.···.· .··. · · 
CO'Q.fronts it, as Sil i!isuperable lill;it.ation~ ·xari~s·_as·:'some-' 
thing :intrlnsicallv·worthless that must.· first ;receive 'its'·.·.· 
true -'d~tE!r'mination" and sole wr:iit!:i' through; the end ,(}£:the 
good~·· Hence i.t is only the will itself th:it stands ·iri the 
'LUlU nf' t-hft ~fofoft~----~ -<= ·~- &oal for i~ Sep-·ra'tes ·.it's··-,.<:. -··-·./ ..... _- ..,Lu.;.- "u .. t,.c:&.&..LW1ClU,. U.L J.L.t5 b J '- 0 . ~. 

·from cognition, and external reality for the will· does not 
receive. the :form of a true beirig; the. Idea of 'the good 
therefore fitids its integration ·only in the Idea of the 
true." (Page 821, M.tiler translation.) . . ·-·. · · .· .. · 

. In Gepuan this sentence reads: '1Der .praktischen :Idee 
dagegE!n gilt diese Wirk.lichkeit, die ihr zugleich ala un.; 

:· iiberwindliche Schranke · gegenubersteht, .· als . das ~ri und .fiir · 
such Nichtige, das erst seine wahrhafte Bestimmung' und"· ' 
eiriiigen 'wert durch die Zwecke cias· Gui::en erhalten solle. 
Der Wille steht daher der Erreichung· seines Ziels 'nut· selbst 

. im Wege dadurch, dass er sich vom dem Erkennen trennt und die 
aiisse:rliche Wirkllchkeit fur ihn nicht die Form das warhiff.: 
Seienden erhalt: die .. Idee des Guten kann daher ihre Erganzung 

· alle:l.n ·in der .idee des .Wahreri finden." · · 

I carinot ·blame Hegel for what, "orth~dox Marxists" . 
have done to his dialectic, but ·I still want to know a non.­
Marxis t Hegelian's vi~·1point on the .. difference of the two 
articulations on the Idea of Cognition and the Absolute Idea 
in_ th'e ~cience and in the smaller 'Logic.· .. What: ii> 'your vilaw? ···•. -.·:;·,;~-_,.._:.:.::·. -.- ·~--·- _- ._,. . 

. ,· ' - . ·: ~ . . . I • ' . , • - - _. - ~ 

. • : . To fully · follot~ cut this ques tiori we need, in ·one.· > 
.,-resp*.':lt,; :.l):llother jourll!!Y back'. in Ume ;._ to 1953. when;. ~.n.''' 
the, partlr.g ··from Lenin on 'the •1anguard party, 'I had .delved· 

.: ~~~':'': th~ tlij:~~ .. final·~yll~gi.sfllS .of. ~he Philosophyj?f. M.tna.:·. 
· Yo~ ~y ,r~el!IDer, ~hat. :i.n: my,: pap~r to c the· r:egel · s.ociety~ of 
. ~f'!l~~,i,ea, iri.' 1974 ~ • whe,re I cr;~ictilE!. Adorno 1 s NegativG ·Dialect:!,~ 
~ ,•,.;L.! ·'·-~ ~ .- -:·,··;:'.·:_- ·~- .c,~-. --•" -l', .: ... : ..• : ..•. ~.::'!>;.·:·'··. -.. (: . ', - ., ·- ;_. ··. ~. ~;,-
-. -:~·-;.·_:;:(:·_:~ .. _-::--. ·;~- :·-.:~:· ·'. -:~: ... ·::. 



---~::.:.: :::;:~---~".;.J:~<~t{- ,_·: .. -,' ·.' :. - . ..... ::,'~· -~·;':· ; ' .. ·: .. ·;;; _-,;_·--: -~:-/ !·~·:.:_~.-~-=-~~·-:f~~~:·ft~:l -:\::.;:_:;·:~_~:.. .. ·:_. '·"·-··· 
:.. -',"W:hi.~::h;): \q~JJ~4 .~'on,~a .. ~imE)nS~9naHty of ,~h'!~Jlt~\ :-'!

1 
•. +, -~~.:l.ft > · . 

tn~ti.he ha.d: substituted "a. permanent cri!;:~que_. no!; alone·;fo~;· ·. · ~) 
absolute .negad;,ity; :but.alSo for 'permanent revoi.citii:in~~.:tt:;. . 
self." i: had' become so imaaioured ,with HSge:f.• s 'thi~ii'.fi'rtaf' 
syllogisms that I wa's. searching all 'over. the''•iwes't•i-'for'· dia::. 
logue on. them,,;. · , . . .. 

. ,_.- " . ' '" - ' - _, - --· . . ". ·.. . 

. ' . . . . . . 

_ .. __ · Finalty,;·ip'."th~ 19_70e,. a£:ter:, Rei~hart IG:emens.:l:fallii~:chad 
.p~blished his .Hegel und daa. li:nde .. der Geschichte; which ):p~k: up 
those final syllogisms, I tried to get him. :J.nvolved, his sharp . 
critique of Marcuse notwithstanding. Mllurer. was. imxious 'to ·.· 
estalJlish.the fact,, however, that he was not only .. non-Marxist·, 
but_.not _wh_oil,y •iiiegel:i.ap..'' _.;;r~ any cas"e, hE!_ cl_ear~i.wa.s< ~9~ . 
inter4i!sted,in any dialogue wi~h me, arid he told a young. ~p.L- . 
league of mine who went to see' hi.rii th3t "I ·am n_ot marded 'to 
Regel.". But as I marle 'clear.at the 1974 HSA c.onference,.i~"-­
do noi: "think it important whether someone has written.f} ser'­
iou~; new study of those three final syllogismS h~cal.lse ·o.t ·• . 
!!. n~1. stage of scholarship,. or. because of the "m'ov~ment of' 
freedom surged up from below .and was follo~·ec1 by n_ew cog.: 

· riiti_on studies." . •.. · · · ., ·· · · · 

- .. The point is .that ·as late as the late 1970s, A. v .. 
Miller wrote -me calling. my attention to the fact that he 
had not corrected an error in Wallace's translation of ·para­
graph 57;) of Philosophy of Mind. He pointed out that Waliace 
had translated sie as if it. were sich, whereas in fact it· 
sh~v.ld have rea(f'i'sunders ~· not itself. but them. That J how­
ever, 1~as not my problem. The SUndering .was what was cruCial 
to me; the. fact that Nature turns out to be .the mediation was 
certainly no problem . to .any "mai:erialis t"; the form of die . 
transition which was departing from the cotir.se of" neces_ility 
was. the exciting part. . . - . . . . 

. In introduCing those .tliree new syllogisms in 18_30,. 
Hegel fi:rst (11575) poses the structure of the Encyclopedia 
merely factually -- ~ogic-Nature-Mind; It should.have been 
obvious (but obviously was not) that :l..t is not Logic but 
Nature ~hicJ:i is the mediation, · 

Paragraph 57~ ;11a\! the real leap as . the. syllogism was 
the standpoint of ;Min'=i -.:l.tself. In the early 195.0s I. had', 
never stopped quodng the end of that paragraph: "philosophy 
appe11.:rs,_as ~ubjecti'l!e cognit$.!'<•• of which liberty is the aim, 
aud.wh:i.dtle;ltseif- t:he way ·::o· produce _it~" n: justified. my 
happiness at. ilegel.~s magnificent critique of the concept_of 
One .in tb(.t' Hindu religion wh:!.ch he cailed both ."featureless 
uility'o£~ ab~Jtract 'thought~''.,and' its extreme c)pposite, "long-

.. . · winded. weary,. story. oi;' ita particular detail~ 11 
q. (Paragraph'. , 

,,. 513. )·--Iii the following pa.i:agraph 574 we face Hegel's coun't- · 
er;.:pos:U:ion of what . I consider his mst profound historic 

- ''":' --
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concept -- and by history I mean not only past, or even h!a­
tory-:l.n~the-making, the present, but as future -- "SELF­
'rniNKING · .. iDEA • II . . ;. ' 

.-.,-;_-_>,- "•' ~-- ·,•, ~. ' -- - 'J . ·,· ~- _.(~-- .... _.._ ..... - ·.:- 7., ... , ... '~--;~.-.:-.!'-
' .. ,· :· ..... l·iy "labor; patien~e, .and inifJ;edrig 'cif'the: riEig!J.~i;~e:•·J, 
.·'tnose 33years hS.sri't exactly earned me('aiJptause'e:l.tftpr''from ..•.. 
~~-.' ·;_-· .•. :;_" -:·· -~-. ~-;'" -_._ '._'". ~-.;·_ :-."":·.<: -~, .. ~.:-~> ... -;··;,-',;{,.,.;;;--:-•'(-.'' -~~·J.l: .• ·.;: 
.the.post:=Marx Marxists. ·or from the Hegelians,.who"are busy, · .. 

'< '>· '-:·- -' '""'\•.- ,,_. __ --· .,_ -.,; '_ .• _ ~ '- ,-. ~~-·-:.: ... •-: .• ~• ~--·~-· -~---·- .... ~~~ 
· call:l.ilg to_· ?,IY B:~~~nt,~pi:i· th~t t~e ~ina~ syllo.S,!s~ (P!Irt;~~r~P.~;.,; ., ... 

.. , 5!7). sp,eaks.,abou~, ~he :"!'!~erna,~, ~ciea_. ',' , ~>et~r:~~~lY,,: l!~i::~~?S,, 1:~-::.;_,. ,, . 
:. s~rf· to work,.· engenders ·and eq.j~y~ it~eu·:as a~scil!f~~LMiq.c;t;" '."; 
'fi!irly' disregad:l,ng what is just' a p~xase in tlJat 'liel,'itgnca; ·'- . . 

. .•.. _
11
it' is _ii:J.e rij!ture of~ t~e fact,; ~'lnic:~f~causes' the '~ov~~~~~ ii~f ;' ·~ 

· dt;velopment_, ye~ tj:lis same movement'"'is e~~ally_th~ .• ~c~~on ·Qt · • ·. 
1c~~nition; ''.' ·, . · .. ·.·. · .. ·. · · _·· .·· .. · ·-: . · · ·, :;, ::, :, ;· ;~ _ .. , ~ _·:;< ~ 

·.{ ·,· ... 

. - It' is' here.'ihat I'm in.'·need· of your comm~n.t~ry)>oi:b-:- ... 
on Absolute· Idea in the 'Scil~nce of Logic and on ·Absolute' Mind 
in the Phil()sopl:iy of ~lind, .~e .. "~ter~a~ idea" ~f';~e i~, T,IOt 
eternality,; "but ·ceasgless motion,- the movement' 1.tself,·' ·Far 
from oie:: ··~ubverting'l Hegel, it is Hegel who made.Absolute <: . 

~.tJu:>d~- tA~ "S-~1(.~-thinkiri.S Idea :oJ'.- _ _. Gec!·ge ·ArniStrO.r.g/K~~ly·~'· ._in~ · .. -~ 
his book; Hegel's Retreat·, from' Eleusis, said that "for' the -. ' 
cq:::plex. 1:!-nkage of cult·ure, politics and philosophy, within 
t:he matrix'of·the 'Absolute Idea,'·Mme •. Dunayevskaya·proposes 
to. substitute'. an 'unchained. dialectic 'w!:>ich she bapdzes ..... ' 

. 
1
Ab$olutt?; Me~~od;' ·a·: method that. 'becomes irresistibie; :. ' 

because. our: hunger for theory arises'. from' the totality :of 
the present· global .c.r;Ls is. "' · "' · 

' . - - . 

The' ···eternal Idea11 in Rhilosophy of Mind not oniy re" .. 
inforced my view of Absolute Method in Science of LoPic •. but 

·now that I am digging into. anothar subject for my new work. 
on "Dialectics of Organization, II which':~dU take sharp issu~ 
with 'Lenin, both on: the Idea of Cognition and on the Absolute 
Idea, I consider that MB.rx' s concept of "revolution in pP.rinan­
ence" is the "eternal Idea." 

\. • .. ';;! .... 
·-··/ 

. . ' ~. 

' :. ,;, ,,,.. 
,. 

'., 

... 

•• f • ~ .• :.'.--··. :;. .-:: . ' . 

:· .' ;·._, '--~ 
·.;' 

::.-:.::. 

\, .. •· .. I'.~·.'\: ·• " 
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·Despite. the . acknowledged gulf l:iet~ee~ 11~ on t~~ -~ba~·~:ti:" ~:thod'. 
may·~- ,diac\ls~ ~ith >:ou, (a~~ may I. hope· f()~ ~;:cp#e~t/ ~!)bin,. y~~n·.~y . 
latest ·self~i:ridque< on~ Organization 1 . On· that • i:niesfi,ql:l :I· a!so·',see · · 
Hegel iii. a new wily; · '£hat is. to say, . thE! di~~ect:ica~~ieia~ionidi~p 
of .p;ii:iCiples (in; tliis case' the Cfu:istian :Cl.octdhe)' a~d'~~l! .<: r ... 
al'ganb!!t!o~: (the.-_ctitil:ch) ·a1:e' an!ily~e~.as if"th~y';W'er.~" i,nsepara~le!.i • 
All this ~occurs, 'not in the context' o'f a philosCiphy: o,f :i'elig:i,Q~;;as · . • · 
much .as in.Jte,,pont;ext of 'the .. great dbrii:!iug line.'l:ie~ween ·lli~~1f 
and ~11 oth#i' philosophers that he initiated. ;dth· the., Pheno/nenology . 
of Mind, oii'the relationship of objectivity/subjectivity; 'l!!J!!I§!~~acy/ .. c 

mediation, particular/universal, history and the "Eternal":· This 
addition:.to the.:Lodc,.~th.e.:Th!rd Attitude to .Objec;,;i.vii:r- I see in 
a t-ctall!l'new 'way," ..... ·.·. ., . . ... ··.· ,. . . .• . . '. ·• . . 

'· ,' ·-· .•. ,,._ .. , .. . ' '• ' . ;t .. --'.. . . . ... 

. I. ~a:n't hid~. of col.lrse, 'that though it.'s not i:he.AI:isoihte~ 
lim enamored with that early section of the EncYcloEedia !)utlin¢ of 
Logi~, because it was writteil-'afte.!_ Hegel had already dif!vel!Jpe(l". 
AbsolutE! Knowledge, 'Absolute ·Idea, Absolute l'iethod, · · ·. -- ·' · 

· .· H~re history· makes lts pl:'eseiu:e felt; by ~o acc~'d~nl: af;t~r the 
Absolutes .. both . iii the Phenomenology. and in the Science. of Logic, 
as 11ell as in. antiCipation that he is finally developing the . 
PhilosoPhy of Nature and the Philosophy of Mind, · Indeed, 'that to 
me is what ·made possible the very form of compression of those 
_innumerahle·polemical observations on other philosophers and 
philos~phies ·intci.just three attitudes to objecti~ity, . 

. . . . . 

· This time, as ~~e·,know. a single attitude, the First, 'embraces 
everything preceding the modern: age. . Further emphaSis on: this 
compression is evident when Hegel comes tc the reoderti age_an~ 
includes both empi:ricisin iind criticism in the Second Attitude; •J · 

~My attraction. to. the Third Attitude was not due to the fact· 
~hat: ~i:. was .dil:e.:t. ed ag.ainst th.ose 't~ho placed faith above philosophy-­
the Intuitionalists, (I'm not renewing our old debate, just becau~e 

. ~ I'm an athsiat; atheism, to me, is one more form of godliness, 
· without God.) ~ther, the attraction for me continued to be the .· v 

L: Dialectic, l!'ar from eXpressing a sequence of never-ending 
progression, the Hegelian dialectic lets-retrogression appear as 
translucent as progression and indeed makes it very nearly1; inevitable 

·· .!:£ one ever tries to escape regression by mere faith. _' 

Here again, history enters, this time to let Hegel creat:e 
varying views of Intuitionalism, depending on which historic period 
is at issue.· Intuitionalism is "progressive"· in the period of . 
Descartes because then empiricism opened the doors wide to science, 
On the other hand,- it became regressive in the period of Jacobi. 

.. :;) 
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It is here that 1 saw a differen? concept of Organization wh~< · .. 
it comes to the Church than in all.of Hegel's many oppositions. to · 
the clergy's dominance in academia; Do please follow my strange.·· ._.··. ,i 
journeys that I identify as the self~determination of the Idea:; 

· T'ne T'nird Attitude begins (pa:::agraph 61) with a critique of 
Kant whose universality Wls abstract so tha!: Reaz:ion appeareci har~ly . 
more th&n a conclusion with "the catego:r:ies left out of account •. -.•. 
Equally wrczig; Hegel" continues, is· tlie "extreo:e ·theory en the _ - ··_ 
opposite side, .which holds tho\~ghl: to be an act of the particular 
only, and on that ground declares it incapable of apprehending the 
Truth." · ... 

In praising Descartes, Hegel points not only to the, factthat 
empiricism opened the' door to science, but that Descartes_ clearly" 
knew that his faomus "Cogito ergo sum" _wasn't a syllogism; siml'lY . 
because it had the word 'therefore' in it. This becomes-important 
because Hegel's critique could \:hen be directed against the one-

-sidedness of the Intuitionalists'\. for equating mind to mere 
consciousness, and 'thus '\;hl'!t I ~1scover in my consciousness is thus 
ell.aggerated. into a fact of conscicusness of all,· and even passed 

· . off. fqr the very nature c£ mind." .(Paragraph 71) That tOo, is by 
·no means the-~hole of the critique. What excited me most about this 
attitude t~[~ectivity is th,e manner in which Hegel brings i.n · . 
Organizaq.6n. As early as Paragraph 63 Hegel had lashed out against 
Jacobi 's/fait ., in contrast to Faith: "The two things are radically 

. distinct. Firstly, the Christian faith comprises in it an authority 
of the Church; but the faith of Jacobi's philosophy has no ether 
authority. than that of personal revelation." As we see, Hegel now 
has suddenlyequated Organization to Principle, Doctrine: "And, 
secondly, the Christian faith is a copious body of objec:tive truth, 
a system of knowledge and. doctrine; while the scope of the philosophic 
faith is so utterly indefinite, that, while it has room for faith 
of the Christian, it equally admits belief in the divinity of the 
Dalai Lama, the ox, or the monkey ••. " . 

' - ·• 

,..ltllegel proceeds (paragraph 75) "And to show-that in point of 
f;rCt' there ·is a .knowledge which advances neither by unmixed immediacy 
nor unmixed mediation,- we can point to the example of the Logic and 
the whole of philosophy, 11 

In a word, we're back at the Dialectic and it 1 s only after that 
. (paragraph 76) that Hegel US~fV the word "reactionary" in re-lationship 
to the whole school of Jacobi";' that is to the historic period, 11Tne ·-

.. -Recent· German- Philosophy. 11 "Philosophy of course tolerates LlO mere 
assertions or conceits,. and checks the free play of argumentative 
see-:-saw." (Paragraph 77) Freedom and Revolution (which word I 

. "borrowed" from Hegel's very first sentence on "The Recent German 
• Philosophy11

) will hew out a new path. !n this way I see the dialectic 
-flow ).11 the third attitude to objectivity· frcm a critique of the ~ 
one-sidem1ess of the Xntuiti~n~~~s~o or~aniz~ti~~ responsibility. 

. ;- .. ( \; '.- ,,~ ; ~ ~ '\!i::J..~~() ~ )~;v\v' y ~.~ ~ ~v.r 
-1_0'(20~~,Wft&p- -~~ K'• v~ Raya ~~r 
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Talking :to MyselJ. (For 
' '.,_ •'•· . - ~ ... · ~:- : .. ;. 

\,- ·.-,j:·· L:" • .,._··-~·.: ,c;.-;~t 

Individual .s t..idy/·'noe for .read~n~ to. the,·Locals),1i· :L;·;.,~; , · 
. . '. . . ~:":: .. : ., . :· ,·_: . i . -~ .. _( ..,. .. ·--.-~ ,! 

• . ,,1' .. • •. ·:-=- .,. ·, __ -:;-'! ' ..••. : ·' "~· :.'1 ·~-'-r::.~-;:-~ 
... ~e~r Coileagues; the a!iove title. niay sound rotTange but 1t is :one:.waY,.in.;wh~~.p 

·r make .notes· for futuTe 'development·, not only on ·the 'book-to~be· rin·:Organizn.ti,Qni; ·:• 
but in all of my wo;:ka when I have not yet worked out a definitive ·forn'idn .whi,~h>. · 
to present the issue, That to why I have.noted, pa·.:enthedcally, that this.is''n'ot 

, to .be read to the locals; it is for iildiViduaf·study only.,. r do·fe~l;••howa\(er, ·.· 
tha~ .I, n~ed.~n.o.W 'to "';..:i.te up 'tlie parenthetical promise on po 3 cif· the Jan.,:l2,i':c19.87_. · 

. :REB ·Minutes wliich ·noted that I will do so arid do: so not mystei'!ously,,,but;:uo:'tbat ··· 

., you can work out fOr yourself the referan~es' to the' '1953 philQsophic .fetters. on >.the 
Abaolu~e Idea.. :me _focus is ·on page :i of the Hay 12;· '1953 Letter .ciluthe·Absolute 
Idea, _es _excerpted in the 1982 edition of Dialer.tics of LibeTatio:•;·•' The point is 

.. to catch 'tbe-dialectieal·flow' of the Self·Determinnticm of· the Idea, paragrapli.by 
pax:agr:.ph; · · . . 

• . •!. 

·., :The first pa_ragraph on p. · 2 calls attcmtion to p. 483 of- .the Science :of Logic, 
which showa ·how· the stage· of "exterior'ization" is -also that of intensification,·· 
i.e;; "intet'i\1ri:!:aticin", i.'e.·, ··obJective manifee·tai:ion makes the inward exten.si.on 

·· more intense, 

The second paragraph on p. 2; which·-!!t~acks impatience in ''an. ahsolutelv 
uncornpronlieirig Bol-AhP.v!!_" no.ennrir, ·I ·at! tribUte to He:gsl-,: ._ ti~~~i:' -~hich 'I-· .quot6~:f;:om· -
p. 484 of the Science 'ef Logic: 

Tha~ impatience. whose only wish is to g• beyond th'e _determinant, •• 
'to be immediately in the absolute, has nothing before if as 'object 
of' its cognition but the empty negative ... or else would·be absolute, 
which ls imaginary because it is neither positive nor comprehensive •. · 

The dialectic flow. of this quotation is in no l~ay Telated to the.twci names 
quoted in the preceeding paragTaph of the letter, but even if said UIICO~sciously, · 
has everything to do '4itli '<ihat I follo..- the Hegel quotation with:· 

. . ' . . ' . 

'·' 

--I ain· 'shaking all over for ·we have come i:o where we part fr~ 
Lenin, ··.I mentioned that, .although in the appi·oach to th'l. • 

·Absolute 'Idea Lenin had mt·ntioned that ·man's cognition not· .. 
' oniy refl~cts the objective world but creates it, but that 
· within the chaDter he never developed it; Objective. wot'ld · 

conncc tiona, materialism, dialectical materialism, it is true, 
but n~t the object and subject.ss one fully d~veloped,. 

------------- '.- -- --

*The .. reEerences •to the .Scien~e .of wgic. in 1953 were all .to the Johnston & 
Struthers· translation." The p2nult110ate Idea uf Cognition, which includes. the .Ides 
of, the,,Go~d; t!l CO.V!;red in Vol, II, pp •. 461)c465;in the.A.V •. Miller translation, • 
ii: .. appe~ars on. pp, ql!Hl24. · 'rne Absolute. ~den in Johns tim & ~tru~lier.i! is pr~ '46h, 

.. 486;. in Miller, ,pp_,J!~8~844,, '.!l)e _;lpecifii:. parnsraph on impatience o~ciiu. en. ::: 
.P• 4~ •in :J&S; ,),n Miller .. it :ls P• -~1 i ~while thP. "idea freely rel~aSing itself''· · .. 
_olppear8 -"~· 485.in J&s,:iindj,;·543 iri-Millt;er, · So.far'as NatuTe in .. the'Small~r 

. ,!Ngic ill concerned. Paragraph .244 f.s .the Hrial paragTaph of' the Ericyclopedia' . 
outline of · tha Science· of l.qg_i£. ·· · 

[ -'' 
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i . • . . 
Stop for a moment. Hold· tightly to the fact tha't•ever since 1948~49,, when .. ··. 

I first translated Lenin' a· Abs.!!Jj£E_ of the Science of I.ogic ,. 1 hav,e done,potb"i!1,S.•i· 
less thlin extolling Lenin philosophically,'.: specifically on the SC:i"ence· of•'L'ogie~~ 
T)lcre is no question about the fact thr.i~.-.·it was Lenin who created the Great•DividE! 
iri Marxism in 191/f-17., · Our present charig~d perception of, ~cnin,'.11, philoso_ph!,c · 
ambivalence shows here .that .I .actually did have some pM.losophic. ~_i_J:.f~re.n<:ef!,,~~" t,ar 
_b~~k-·-'a~_--t!1~~·early 1950s/·;.. - ~::~:·-~--- - -, ~~: ~ :.~ . . -.. ~~---.:;;:_!_~-: 

.·":": 

The fact ia that it was not only Lenin ~1ho, bykeepi~g the Phtlosop~i~, , ;·: 
Notebooks to himself, separated philqsophy from poli.tic_s,' When we broke,:p_oVti~ally 
with the.concept·of the vengusl:d party, we kept philosophy and politics in.J:wo < 
separate•:comp&.rtll\eJ>tS •. .\lhat thi.s 1953. Letter shows now, is that imbedded~ in i(was' . 

.a sharpe:r: critiqua''of Lenin'~ philosophic ambivalence tha·n shown .i~l'~r-lsrii'& Freedom. 
In 1953; on the other hand, as we SilW abov~:· I hnd .. stresaed that in .the ch!ipte:z:,pn 
The. Idea of _cognition _LeriiD~ oad :~~o·t··-c~ncretized ·--i:~e ObfeCtiv:ity ~-o·f ~c_o·g_ri.~~t~.c:n.~-:--·-.-:-; 

Here I wish to. introduce something totally new from what 1 reported 't'; the. 
REB 'on Jan;· 12.. Since the.n, Mike and .. Olga have completed going through another box 
of archival mate.rial, and from it came out a letter.· to me from Grace tee dated, .. 
August :n., 1952; With her usual ·hyperbole, here. is ~art of .what' she wrote me: 

'j, 

, You have· mastered Hcg~l. You lNri te i.n your le't~~r of August 29 
···'as. ·you have never written before, Instead of that .f),n.e-.to-,one, ., 

·correspondence where you impose a .moveine'nt on the_J.(l~ic, yo_u are .. ,_,, ., .. 
no-.. inside the movement of the Logic, caught up iri:'fts r)tythms. · .. 
The number of people in the world who can do that can probably be 

. counted on the fingers of one hand. ·You are absolutely right in 
characterizing Herman's (Johnny Zupan) search for· the party as the . ·. 
Logic of the· "Idea of the Good "··which s tsnds in its . own way and 
hence must in the er.d ·turn agsins t itself. . . 

We haven't found my :letter of Auguat 29, 1952 which produced that .enthusiasm 
a year bet'ore I broke through on the Absolute, but it is clear from what. she said 
on August 31 that 1 had evidently been writing on the penultimate_chapter,from the 
Science of Logic, "The Idea of Cognition." She further points to that· specific 
chapter bec·ause, very clearly, I had been relating. the Idea of Cognition to. the 
concept of Orgimization. What was facing the JFT now that it finally .broke fully 
wtth Trotskyism waa the question: What kind of Organization now? This took a most 

· omainous turn ss I' was ·coniir.g to· a break with Johnsonism, 1950-53. The specific 
objective event that precipitated the crisis in 1953 was Stalin's. death,** 

.. 
------------

**The sam·2 type of crisis as occurred in March-April 1953 over the JFT' s 
attitude to Stalin's death reoccurred with the first issue of Correspondence-in 
Oct. 1953, for which I had written the lead on the Beria Purge. Reexamining this 
in 1987, I realize that what looks like the "Russian Question" -- that same old 
"R\lsilisri Question" Which caused the ftrst break with Trotskyism at. the. approach of 
World. War li and reoccurred iii ·1950 on the K0 resn War--was, far from bl!ing on the 
''Russian Question", w'ls actually on the decisive question of War and Revolution · 

. '.:hich hss alwavs marked that new coiltfnerit of. 'thought and revolution of"Milrxism · : 
from.its.birth: '1917 des,tgnated ·its 'movo! i:o the twentieth century • It was Stalin's 
com:ii:er~revolutiontliai: gave it a narrow nationalist stamp. w'hy the hell have all. 
~;l;eell taught in that linguistic web? · 

. "· ,-;. ·.' . . ' .· . . . 
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'In)•lar.r~-1953 ·r felt very strongly that an incubus )ud lieer.-Ufted ~rom'l:he' 
hea~s 'of_ thci"Russien and East Europea~ masses (evi.di:mtly. alSo froni mY head),an~:: 
that _r~)iolts were aura 'to happen •. It was a very exCiting day'il.n· D~troit)' both' .• 
because, _the Black production work(jr, Charles Denby, and the·,he~~ •of•'the ~outh, :Be~, 
h~d it~~ependently thought that, no doubt, I ·wished to write:a l'.oliti,cal ~stima~e • , 
Ot_ the~ w,or~d~shaking event; theylloluute'ered· to work with Iii~ 'alFnight;· When' ..• 
De~by·_ ~_PP~~rt~d __ .afte~:_"hiS day at .. qlt)Teler . he-: .c~nc_~e_ti~ed ,:thiS·~· fU!:_ther j · lau!~~ng ""_ 

·. jubil_a_n_~ly ___ and S_&ying _that··What -all· the--wOrkers· Were· ~t:aiit'irlifliboutt .as :-:the ;rsd~o-;:.: 
bla~ed.~forth the news•of Stalin's death, .. waa:"I've giit'juat·.theperson'i:p·itakoi .. ·. 
his-pla?e .. -~ my foreman,"- - Denpy · aske.d 1f I had ·that article I was alwaye t~lking 
about ~n _the great -trade union debate between tenin and Trotsky in 1920 (on which 

, 1 had ~e,7n 'wrirkiitg since the 1940s). Denby ·felt that the t~orkers t-;ould· noon' welcome 
S<lch arevelationj he wi.shed to. d-istribute it to them. · ,_, 

Think of the unpleasant shock that then occ.urred when GracE>; who'was,in.-'c 
California ·and ·the responsible editor for that issue .of the--mimeograph~cl_ '. ·.• - · 
Correspondence, felt that the Lead article 'c=::ld nC:.': be on Stalin's death, but on· 
the "net~" ~onien around Selma who disregarded the blare from, the radio ann.lUncing 
StaUn' s deat:h. · ·Instead, they ·<lere exchanging recipes for hilmburget·s. Not only 
was that idiotic suggestion floated, but_ she .undertook· to censor my analysis 
on the significance of Stalin's death, ao that it too sounded not so world-shaking. 

- Such an attitude towards a world ·evimt produced such e · • struggle between me and 
Grace, .that ·i.t actually .iffected th~ whole ."fFT. · 

: : What was CLR' s ·"solution" to the ct•isis 
created by the different attitudes, both to Stali'n~s death ·and·to·-the·tnsks--of e 
Marxist·ne~lspaper? - It ~Jss typicai.ly·Jamesian: I was judged to be "politically'' 
right," but nevertheless totally wrong because of my sharp attack on• Grace; Grace 
was judged to he ''politically" wrong, but absolutely right because she listened 
to the "new". After two months of this type of meaningless, diversionary; empty 
"solution" to both things· happening in the objec-tive ·world and attitudes to ~1hat are 
the teaks of a Marxist newspaper to objective events, I asked for a week off, left 
Detroit for Ann Arbor- and out of me pourEd those Letters of May 12 and 20 on the 
Absolute Idea. · 

NoW then, bec~usC the dial~ctic flow in the p~esent singling out. of p. 2 of. 
the May 12, 1953 Letter points also to the relevance of looking at it with eyes of 
1987, let me examine the new find, the 1952 letter which shows I had made a plunge 
into the Idea of Cognition, especially on the section "The. Idea of the Good." 
Clearly, I definitely had Organization in mind. This was not on the level of James 
and Grace and their di&lectic of the "Party", but on the question of Dialectic 
"in and for itself." While I d•> not remember where I raised the question that t 
wasn't quite happy with Lenin's 16 point definition of the Dialectic, I had called 
attention to the fact that Lenin says its final two points (15. and 16) are 
"nx11mplec .2!'. P.Oint 2_." This, I felt, was a step back from ptoceeding with 'the 
Absolute Idea and returning to the Doctrine of Essence, Form and Content 
specifically. · 

At the same time -- and that's when I did get brave and started arguing with 
Lenin as if he were right .there -- I began arguing with Lenin because he had asked 
the readers to disregard the lest half paragraph of the chapter on the Absolute 
Idea '~hile'I insisted. that had. he suffered from Staliniam for three long decades 
he would have seeu the-relevance of following Hegel's Absolutes to the end. (This 
of course is taken up· in the }lay 20,. 1953 Letter, where I deal with the three final 

. syllogisms. but for the present. what is compelling iS to trace the many ways of 
~ thil development of the Self-Determination of the Idea.) 



. . . 

; -.. -;. '-: .· ' ; . -· -, .. • • .,. ...... , ':. '·:!·,· .. 

' , ,~. The pure Idea·, in which the determinatEmess ~r rea lit}~ of the N!lti.O.~' 
. io _itseH. raised- to the level of Notion ... is·· at't' absolute liberation, . 

having no further immediate determination .which is ·riot eqtia~ly' "· '' 
poaited·and equully .Notion. Consequently thro>3e 'is no 'i:ransiti~n " c:• 

. in this freedom, •• The transition here therefoce must iather·be · ·.· 
: _ taken to mean that th~ Idea freely raiesses H~elf; ~: ;u . · ·· · · . ~ 

. - ':' ; ' : ~ . 

-·- No~_-stand up ~nd. shout: "The Idea freely releases i tseU. '' Shout t~is- while 
a flashing light illuminat.:s Reality.and its meaning, philo$ophy.an4revotution. 

. . .- ' ., ···'' ... ~- ' 
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' ~iq,~ild~d REB-of Jan, 3, 1987 

' 
'·..; 

. ;: ,, 

. 
:r R E YEAR 0 F (j N L Y 8 

I, Mic!:...January: . Star Wars from the Skies 

i/ :.~. - . 
'' II. 'l.'he l.farxis_t_-Humaililit -Significance of Locattoo/Lui::al, 

-~iipecially as it: relates to "Not by .Practice Alone" 
.. - .. 

IIh New Perceptions of Lenin 1 s Philosophic Ambivalence_ 

.as they Developed-during ·the Preparatory Work for 

the Biweekly News·& Letters. ·;_-

IV, Once Again, the Dialectic in a Body of Ideas: Marx, Lenin, 

and Present-~~~ist-HUmanist Tasks 

* * * 

Two philosophic letters_to non-Marxist Hegelian scholars 
will be sent, one to each loca 1: 

1) "The Idea of Cognition;" the 
penul tims. te chapter of Science of Logic, is key to our perceptioro ·· 
of Lenin remaining on the thr,~ehold of the Absolute Idea; · 

__ ____ <~ 2) 'Ihe other letter is on Hegel's 
--:''!l}i~d Attitude to ObjectivUty" in the Smaller Logic_, the 1827-30 
· edition ; though :lt: is. what Hegel called just an "Outline" of 

. the Science of Logic, he \."rote it after the whole body cf ideas 
wao completed and when he had worked out those 3 final syllogisms 
in the Philosophy of Mind. 

Finally, with the eyes of 1987, -I will write a Rew In­
.··- trodu~tion to the reprint of my 1961 "Notes on Fhenomenology" to 

• be ready in June.' 

··. ,_;_ 

·.- ~. 

·.·h· 

.10'{25\t 
,_ .. -.-~ .,. ~- ,_ --- . 



January 13; 1S87 

Dear Friends t · 

\ 

The same QEB meeting discussed Raya 1s report on the ramifications of the~ md~t 
· unusual Bulletin_ on the Expanded a-en of 1/3/87 which, also for the f1.rst time; 
not only reproduced the 'L"eport of· Raya, but also the supplemen-tal talk on the ,. · · 
biweekly by Eugene as well as the voi:ces of the 2l non-"REB members as welLas·J.!Es:': 

. members who discussed not onlv the Reno>;ta. but .. the exchan<re of Lei:tera 1orl,th,non•-
• J.iai:x1Bt Heeeif.an scholars, on.boi:h our cha~ged pe~~ept:i.ori ~f Lflnin'a. pbU6~~ph:l.~ ·_· 
· ambivalence in the Idea of .Cognition as well as their critique ,,f r:ry interp::et&tion 
of Hegel's Absolutes,_ .\e one put it, "I no longer follow you wh·e':l. you call the 
etel:rial idea 'r!lvolut1on~in~permanence' , " · - · · . 

' In a word, integral with the biweekly, the·. 
need for organizational growth and our organizational tasks in general, was the 
i)ook-1n-prosresa~ 'I'nere truly is no sep.::rlitiom between theory and practice and . 
this indeed was shown as our unique characteristic from the original 1953 break~ 
thxough on the Absolute Idea lid cumprbing the uttity of both the movement' from -
practice that ie itself a form of theory and the c10vement from theory that is itself 
a form of philosophy and revolution. 

"-The Year of Only 8 Months" needs concentration on the biweekly, integral to 
~hich is organi~ationAl growth of the body of ideas of Merxi~t-H~ttism. At ~he 
seme time I hoile to be working out some of the sections of 'l.'he "Party" and Forms 
of _Ors6,-nizRt!on- Born out of Spontaneity !n the Di~lect!.es of Org;n!zet!.on .e!!d ·; 
Philosophy, 

Yours, 

Raya 
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