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Raya began her - repnrt by pointing to the fact that, though
tho bzzarre U.S.~Iran liasen has drastically changed the objective !
s;tuatlon, it is precisely that climatic’ stage ef The "changed wer;d'.
- that has proven thé imperativeness of the bi-weekly. Spe0111 ally;,
it challenged. Marxlsuuﬂumanism to act as if N&L were not only & -

“bi-weekly-but a veriitable dally, and at once "GG" work oud .I.'Lus -"'_ 13'33:-
of the abdectlve and subﬁective sxtuatlon as a unit. SN

i The dlerrence S

M_hetween (or: shouxd ‘Ihave said, the concretlzation .0f?) what objectiv
subjective meant when it was spoken »f in the Deor. J““leagues Letter
_of 11/3 as an anticipation of what the Dec. Edit, weuld be, and what .
"1t became when the concrete cbjective situation burst forth in so
gtariling 2 manner as it didq with arms sales to Iran, What is of
‘the. nsienqe, ‘Raya contlnued, 1s never to forget the 2 sense;of the
concre 8.

- We all thlnk that we knew unat concreteis: I certainly never;

' shop ‘harping on it. " Yet we use the word as if it meant only the :

_1mmedlate-~what to do this moment, or what ic the deadline for the
paper, or what will be the agerda of the meeting we are going te,
no matter what has arlsen Objectively or what. has come- from ‘the s
Center. But the truth is, there are 2 Senses in which "Cenhcrete" is
vsed phllosophlcallx and we -should always be aware of. both., One is
the 1mmedlate, and one is the concretesUniversal, I want to repeat:
the Universal, too, is concrete, . And the concreteness of the .
Universal is noét easy to articulate.' We have not inwerdized that -
concreteness, do not have it in the wvery marrow.of ou our bones., To°
.82y, truth is concrete, sounds very abstract and it is easy to just
tack 1t on as mere conclu31on.

But, in fact, unless we have g“appled_
with 1t-—dnd "it" means maklng the Universal concrate by proof o
that it is as necessary to achieve in thought what Hegel called the
"gelf-Getermination of the Idea," .a8 1% 1is in direct actxon-—we will
end up by tail-ending the act1v1sts without expressing our unigue.
_ position, 1eav1ng the Universal, whether that is book, or Archives,
or the logo of our newspaper, “Theory/?ractlce“ as somabhing "taken
for granted,"

, That type of thlnklng--"taklng for granted"~that: every»'
ooa, 'knows“ and that we as Marxlst—Humanlsts eertalnly nmow~~ig a - .
': method Hegel de81gnated "barbarous“ .
- To be a dlalectlclan, 1nstead,
is: to practlce the Absolute Jethod. and know that you cannot reach
~“truth . of the Absolute without it, On the contrary, you remain on the ™ -4
_threnhold and from the threshold you do not necessarlly go forward.;,_.“_.~
‘You-can deflnltely fall backward
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7Tt is this.which wade me decide to changs th
7 1

“that the Dialectic sf Organization. and Phi
 the "Party" and forms of organization springing up. spontanecusly:e
“‘another’'unit, ~Though they are oppousites, they are not, 1 repeat,
.absointe opposites. It is what Marx labored so hard te change wh
. ‘he said thet there have always been rich and.posr, but only under. ™ ..
- = capitalism have they reached the absolute contradictions~of{cap1?%h4,
labor; as well ag:thé contradiction with all gther Left materialists’ -
and idealists, exuding instead-a "new Humanism®, - ... . © o o0
TP A " Now, then, when it - ...
comes to the cbjective situation, especially when you consider that =
it is something as fundamental as the break-up. of the:Iceland Summit, .
" which we had titled "all things fall apart”, I had. the right %o . .
“4hink’that sivice that objective situation is, past, and since we are

concerned-with the bi-weekly, -the -objective gituation could be.yvery
R T . - . L] . L - '
#-briéf ‘while-the bi=weekly-would be-greatly-expendads — .- .

objsctive situation wag as startling, as new as that U.S.-Iran illicit .
_vice, it meant exactly what will confront us with increasing the.. — ...
‘Trequency of the paper.. That is to say, what else do you @Xpecu ol 7

capitalism, and just act as if there is nothing new, er ask new this
- is newy, . - but why in the hell did you use Changed World way back

in ‘the Gulf of Sidra? - =~ ST : T e

- . "~ . - In a word, you have to show not jvst illideness
in arms for Iran, which violates.U.S. law, but the toiality of all. .-

that is involved with what no one even now has touched in all the -

" inundation of exposes, that have been and will be pouring forth-- -

“and that includes not only the mass media and the rulers,” but-the .
Left--none analyzed it the way.our Editorial has either in showing its
deep roots in post-WWII world that showed only 2 super-nuciear powers-
existing, U.S. and Russia, both bent on a nuclear race for single
world mastery even if that shcuid spell out the.nuclear holecaust
that would mean an end to civilization, Reagan retrogressionism has
recchad one Xind of climax with his foray in the Culf ef Sidra . -
followed by. the bombing of Libya itself and disregard of alspace-of
independent nations, as they are disregarding national boeundaries.

- So omninous. is the present climatic situation, that Reagan must
be stopped before his itwo years are up in the preeidency, before we
have American troops in Wicaragua and confronted with an unstopp-
able march for the huclear holocaust. : : A o
' . ‘. o _ So what can we, a little group

- 1ike us, do while not having 3llusions tha®t we ourselves can change

" ‘things? We can still be absolutely confident that we can initiate
matters both in clearing our heads and creating a forum for the
voices from below, and those voices from below tc be heard in the -

 context of 2 philosophy of Marxist-Humanism. They sound /louder that - -
way, : o - 5 R 7 e . TR

..+ - “As I wag dictating the last paragraph- ef the Edit. to Mike, he

. gtarted laughing at the footnete I was dictating, The fooinote

.~ ‘related %0 the Syria-controlled Lebanese paper Ash-Shira'a, Mike

S j%'““*eaiﬁ'didfybu-noﬁgce-tha~da%§'af-thisapa§er which broke the story ef .

"7 . _.the:sacret trip of the U.S.:to Iran was 11/3, . the very date ‘of the -

" 'Dear Colleagues Letter. I laughed too, as J recognized that so

todayish is the nature of the Marxist-Hymanist Archivist Mike, that

“he sees Archives:in today's headlines, so that_hdﬁh;in<tha,pgst,an§_..i

-thbibrésent.jthergxisithe'anticipatien"pf’the future. -




;;—‘say that the.reader was. 'valtlng ©o hear. uspeulally w"xe*‘x “theisame
.editorial was able to roint in this very issue 'I:n Pank. ﬂﬂﬂ-.~-f‘*"‘9"‘m
| here and abroc.d Soath Africa and Iran, - : %

Wha‘t the Edrb. doevn t say—-:

__.‘fbhough it ends very comretely on the bi-weekly not only as. historic
- roots-on the whole quention of Committees of Correspondencs and
voices ‘from below so that we even get the announoemeﬂ‘t of the new su'b
price of $5.00 a year-.is how the very articulation of the need for . .
o organigational. growth has practically dlsanpea_ed from. our vocabulary. )
<+ Bui you certainly have heard plenty of that since the 11/3 DG Letteér,
- and it will continue irto-the 1/3/87 sum-up. The peint is that all.
the strands from the paper to the Arch:wes to '!:he obaechve sn.'tuatien
is 1n‘teg“al o the beo -to-be,

The . nub of what has been the phllosop‘uc‘
nead  of ‘,the age that b sgan in the ‘post-WWII v erld--and which GLRJ d:Ld
make o atabh gt 'bu_'t r-nn_,_dn't gn't nnvwhn'r-n——waq 1o See that as gr BEVEET
divide as Lenin®s PN. had made, the practice that followed: 3tats and - R
“Revolution was so histiric, so world-shaking, so great, that na, ona" 1 f
‘had a'copped to ask elt‘;xer. what happens after the revolutlon, TO0R e
what ‘in thought (if ‘H":‘y knew dialectic thought at all): do.we devtﬂ op. -
‘now-.as the nex'c step‘? ;-‘.,: o
: 'Jxe Dialectic’ oi‘ Thoughtdemandq that our age _
- f:z.nal'Ly Fet down to thy concretization of that pivetal, climatic Idea
~of Gogm.tlon. In _the lf'enul timate chapter of the whole Science af Loglc
+ I found a difference i Hegel himself as to how the concept of self-
determ"na'tlon of the I“ea in the Sofl and how he ‘1'1d shorte‘qed 11; in -
l:}\e I:Oﬂlc in the Eng ‘=clopnd1a.
;-‘.- While that created i‘or me a way 'l:o
start correspondence with non-l“arxls‘b Hegelian scholars, what really
. vias urgent for the boo was w"lere we are as Marxa.qt—}{umanlsts in.
' relat:.on to Lenin, - ‘-“f
o Wheh.. we appear publicly to differ. from VIL only
polrt::cally-orgam.za ¥nally, i.e., ever since - 1950 we
rejected the concept of the vanguard party to lead and constantly
‘developed that (preceded in the 40s of being so pas:,lonately for the
national liberation movements and insisting that they are a new .. . . .-
“world stage), phllosophlcally our ‘translatlon of and digging deep 1n‘to
.. Lenin's return to Hegelian dialectics in 1914 made it appear that that .
- Great Divide in- Marx:wn 8till held for the post-WWIXI world, Now, on-
the other -hand, we further develop what in 1953 seemed only the
difference-of ¥ a paragraph of the Absolute Idea which Lenin in his
PN had asked to e disregarded. We now are expanding it to be ene .
of the PlVOtS of the book-to-bes
. 1s%, we point to the fact that Lpnin ]
datlng of +the end oi‘ hls PN, 12/14/1@ is actually net the end, as he
continued for 4 other pages, which showed his preferencze fou the -
Smaller Logic ra‘l:her than the SofL. The difference is that Hegel
himself had . made a category in the Smaller Logic of Will,
Volition, of dctlon",,whlch "proved" %o Lenin that Hegel consn.dered ,
Practice as higher ‘than Theory. In truth, that was only the end of
“the penultimate chapter, the Idea of Cognition, not the Absolute Idea.
__Put differently, the phrase he singled out from Hegel: "cognition not
“.-only reflects 't;"nav.-:o:a:"ma buk cracd;es it," was left at the state of an
“abestract conclusion. If‘never 'was concretized. This is what we are
" “trying to concretize.in the book on 'Dlalectlcb of Organlzat:l.on and’
="_;Ph:|.10qophy' which I will.develop further on 1, 3/87--no1: that I'll e
. '---mywhere near f:u.n*l shn.nsr the book bJ then. . _ 10680 '
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ill draw up a1: 'the Expanded BEd Jan, 3. we’ need i‘:.ést of

all.}to 1nwardlze the dli‘f‘erence between what was presea‘ted

at the REB in Noveambe** ‘and what the%ctlve s1.'l:uat10"
;@ challenged us wu{{I don'+ know how many of you have o
felt one am o.t‘ the a't'tr!‘udes I suddenly e}mer" enced when

'the blz.arre US Iran llalsonw barst out, bu'c I Sald to

myself: that's 'the greatest vote 1or the blweekly, mdéedﬂff‘/
a r@}y, tnat I nn couLd have ever glven . Not only that

gt illuminates tb@mt even the reason why , c_:ha_nge@' __t;he.'
title of the book itsel §, duxedivinie

_ _:,;-\,:?’_Here is what I me_an.ﬁe all think that 'we know whet

K A . . K : . . . N
concrete is; @@ certainly never stop harping con
Yet we use the word 28 if it meant only

'1mmed1ate-—-— what 1:0 do this moment Owhat is the deadls
e

— A

foi‘ *he paper. hat will be the %Q:— of i;he meet*na we

are J.ng to, no ma‘hter what has ag:'lsen el'tl"f-‘l‘ Objectlvely
But .
come from the Center, w}le truth is there are
| é’ senses in whloh “Concrete" is used Enllosophlcallvz and

vie. should alWavs be aware of 'fyh One is the 1mmed1ate, and

te-Universctl I wan* tc reppat: the Un1ver3al

=

: '?k..;it"oo,?is‘ ,conc te. And the concre’seness of the Universal J.S

not easy to articulate. We have nomxnat doncretenesg-
-—-""___'-—
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__“s'have z.i.'l: & ‘the very marrow of our bones% ?3 qay)truth is conﬂrete.- .
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‘@_express;mg our un.i_que positlon.

versal, whether that is book, (oD

W aper, "ﬁeoryf?rractic "

frhat %@ type of thinking -l-lttaking for glanted/ 'that every~

bodf"knovés\\%éi we as Marxlst-Hu.manlsts certainly know--
: s n —

| 'isfknat Hegel "barbarous”, ' T

_ J,__;_a,njmsteatbls to practice theﬁn_sd}_xte .
/%thod. and know that you can not reach truth of theﬁbsolu're -
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| p 2t gin o |
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itely fall. backwm{% is this which made me dec'ide- to 'change \
the title of the book so that the fDialect:.c? a;nOrganlzatlon |

: a/nd tﬁs:ﬂ&a}ee-tm-ef Phllosophy% m‘rw“_ while the "_ﬁg:‘.‘cy“ W VM'T
' the forms of organlzatlor;, springing up bpontaneousl,;,ﬂﬁff

\\l:\ res ﬂ).).-’ ) . N
/ghough@ilﬁ'ﬁss—te are noWahsolute opposﬁ,ge . It 1s o

what Marx labored so hard ’co change when he said tha‘b there

" have always been rlph and poor, but only under capi taliqm

Mbsolute P
have thev reached ‘t efcontradictions of capltal/labor,

T . -
/we‘il as the contradlctlon with all other Le aterialisgts
P et e -

- past. nd since we are mm °°ncreb91.f




fcrth-- and that includes pot only the mass medla and the
’rulers, but the Lefty-has analyzed it the way our Edl orlq%g Aﬁﬁ' /
i T AT S VA M P A /R
= Let me cr+e—jus%*0ne*exampie—~80‘3értﬁus is the funda-
ﬁ;ntal shift of the Reagan administration, not Just in
1y1ng. which it does all the ‘time, but in actual siading
with Iran as against what they were tilting
in toﬁ to Reagan there is no one less than King Fahd,

that I'am anxous to write a whole new PPL on the Middle East,

But it isn't even something as fundamental as the Iran-

tis pointe d out that in fact those

were send*ng the ﬁoney from that deal
v that




. ChaI;E.CteriZ es Réagnnism

L= =25 HH

.
A =l
since %

idency, but it is g the whole reactionary directisn

from fundamentalist svangelism to neo~fascist Botha is

. , what g_qt him the ‘power.in the first place, It is tte- s98

a "Communist"‘, R}ssian, a Red, -—@ hioweless worker
o '

an unemployelgr.—“a(Black--/ under every bed, The world",to

. TN . #) . ) ) | "..
him ig divded into @dﬂﬁ, and o tdw, super nuclear :.

bowers, ‘And America,

¥
“n

superiority cver Russia, wﬁ(u Co

—

5 Star Wars weudd
iy |

Lo s a e, : -
. ,?/’-‘CBW“'SM the nuciear holocaust for civilization o @.I’{
v/ r ) ) -

4

Yig 4%

- BilEnyiva e
tiwestindetreg
p . S R

!
=

et FE i 2
Tt L ARSI b et

-
S
oy

o%¢

S agparagra
100%




'_and.woul;i it say "i‘rom ‘the Arehweamand .mdsad, 15 would aurpﬁaa”
tha reader o se say that)bemuse it would have the subjsct Russia., a.nd
the U.u- and the question of nuelear wax and the question of the
futura awating humanity ii‘ we lét the rulers Yun amok. tha.t wa.y.
_.Wb.a.tlaskedhimtofinﬁwas mote a3
- r“h.e_ olagred to have' fﬂund & néw

| would i‘load the whole world, and he hed the so-cauea non-a,ngned

tions 80 s..ara-‘i that 'I‘ito, who was the fi:r:st to bmak fmm Ruasia.,

-8Iid, WaB- among the- non—align ’ gct % ‘e ﬁ‘m}.a confsrenea to side- m.?.h

Russie against the U.S,, which I na.rdly need to 1911 anyone here 1s not

emetly the W2y M-Hism was rasulvinc, that Conference, In a word, tha

5 vhole ba,s...s of the new creation of Mﬁqism as 1t looked to

_ the "ost WII warld a.nd developed the. _movement firom nmnt'lm and the

St o S

- movement fron theory, is s0 basic a detamination of the_

- vorld, that when we look at: archi."a- 1t mveals aot just a ha.m,

long trek of the p:mcesa of develapment of M-Hism, its ob,jectivitv

and subjectivity at notion’ a inaepambla from soures, cantnni-

t‘ron fora, and tha future 13 preaant in ths ﬁodamess.




it now that we have a bi-weekly, with its logo'“TheornyraqticeF?i?gi
Is the xixwmk sharp distinction in the fact that this yesr;sl o
expanded REB is not with the NEB "in general", bu{ with
the 1o¢a1 at the Center which will haﬁe the_greatest technical

.. Yesponsibility, --has the full implication of that been‘grasﬁe&?

It means the concretization of what we have all voted fof;at the

%‘& f Convention--and I wmant to siress what the:Convention*voted Torsx .
‘ '"4 , not what an ingividual thought whether or not it was voted for
. | U o )
} at the Convention, : i&iéq universally concrete as well as so
/ C ' :

individually concrete that it will look tofally new--but %Hié‘is

;,ﬁne appearaﬁce that is essenpe appear@ngﬁv ' eiﬂ%s;&%he§y=

s ﬁiiiis a fact of #hix R%?an's imperial presidency in a nucleaf_wdéld_y_
L that we are bound to suffer for 2 more years. JggixWe must not

. . ( E
5i@passive1y suffer 55: Z more years, but vattle hard\agginst)»_33
';"Aié'énd the fréqﬁeﬁcy‘or.appearanée céupled'wifh_the'ﬁf evity -

3 &3&& when we only have’an 8 pager instél of a 12 pagér,fis'aj-

“psthway for doing thet, . jgpgm




'...couldn't get anvwliére-- wuq tu see tha_-t_ y

e

.t‘xey knew dlalectlc thought av all) do we develoo now .
s- he next te ?

'et down to the concretlzata on of that p;Lvotal climz_mt_ic,_n

.n_.' . i

pe;nu] timate chapter of the whole

'_.'_"Sci ence of Logic where I Tound a dlfference 1n Hegel himself‘

a= ‘1o hew the concept of self-determlnata.on of the Idea in the

S. of L. and how he 'nau sno*teneu Jt in the %mgller Logm.m@’
. . " 7 /'/

the Enégclcgedia. :

ccrrespondence wlth non..MarxJ.st Hegala.an scholars. what really was .

urgent :{‘or the book, Where we are as Mar'*clst-}’umamsts in

we are now, -ét lesst

e foremo.,t the barty and, ’ch...t t{w fmal/ﬁc%f pa*'agz&ph in he AI
. hlf‘h hﬂ Lenin advised the reader- ﬁ" to s (_;/2,; ,t’i}.,rf

,'}/.;.Ncw )on 'the contrary, z.t was clear from that chapter on the

Idea ofkcegnltlon 7ha+ Lenin had n&really ended L the S of L
L \Qy‘,‘jﬁl-l-_,
as he date'i e

---

p ges followed where he shn




preference ;or thehfaxtxthax Qmalle f gié
‘made . -

.8

_“Y1953, but he had actually not worknd out what Hegel‘in31sted
was -~ of the Absolute,
o the proofx _.e.uvge dlaiectlcu of thought 1tslei.

only reflects the world but creates 1t“ far from beinga

concretized ; ‘was left at thn stage of. an abstrnct don
clus;an. ThlS is what we are, trylng to boncretize in
the book on Exx Dlalectlcs of Organlzatlon and PhllOSophyt"

and whlch 1 W111 develop furuhnr on Jan. 3 98?-- not

N .‘f * .




