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urac;.mc·lot:;· e..::ocJ.ao:.:s m.:.l!l 1G n1.0Co of dor-li:lC ''i t1", liuturc, the :9ro-

(:!:!)!1)1~. p.•.kiJ~ 
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Page 73 

needs or produot:1o!l it:self • 11 But: lelj ua keep to the :node of a.xp.rass1on 

la ~Revolution Be~ra:yed. The sentence next to t:he one q\loted above 

says: "In civilised societies proper>.y >'elations are valmdsted by law&." 

'~'ro~alcy has here equated production relations Clo property relations by 

saying they are validated by laws, instead of saying ~hal: production 

relations filld their legal e:.:pressioll in established property relations. 

Now read very carefully the next two sen~ences: '''!'he naUonalizat1on 

of the land, ~.he means of indus~ri!ll produot1o11, transport and exchange, 

together with the monopoly of foreign trade, cousti1:ul;es the basis of 

the Soviet social structure. ~'hrough theae relations, established by 

the proletarian revolution, the nature of the S<:.det Unton as a proleta­

rian state is for us basically defined." But', !'irst "f' all, proper.ty 

l'ela tionn and produo tion relations ==•-• s'lasilll:01x can be aqua tee. obly · 

when 'they mean t.he ~··thing, tha "·· lo' when 'they are the l'egal expres;.;.· 

sion for t:he nct>.tal produo~io.n relation.·. In periods of revolution or 

eounter-r'3vol:Ut!on when bho aa~ual- production relations undergo a trans"" 

f'01'!1!11tinn while the ).(>g.:ll. e.xpre,ss.ions are still retained in the laws* 

production relations <>annot: be equated to prop.erty relafrioi:ls without 

equating revolution t:o c.ounter•I'I.lVclution\ :Secondly, s.tate property 

1s a.~ of' propsrt;y, not a .relation oi' product11.lno Stabe ·property 

is e. derivative, :not . .fulldamcntali re::.ation ~f propert-y beoo>u,se 1n, 

1tseH it t:ells nol;bing o~ the olass relations in the prooess of' produe­

tion. A rurm of' property doesn't dei'lne the relat:ionsh1p be~een the 

classes toward it:; it merely expresses that relationship, sumetimes 

oorrectly, scrneUmea incorrectly, depending' upon whether the production 

relationship has yot been 11val1da ted by law''. --
fiUnder .·,;he patriarchal l'e~1ma, under the regime. _.,1' caste, under t:he 
~ feudal and corpora iva reg!Jile, chere was d1vis1on of labor in 
the whole of' aoc1ety acoort.H:.ng to tlxed regulations. \'/ere these 
regulat.'lono established by a legislator1 No, originslly born oi' the 
condU~ons of' material production, it vtaa not t:Ul much lator that 
they',-were established a~ laws."--Karl Marx, Poverty of' Philosog.p.l47 
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Pogo 74 

It took the genius o! Marx to ~~rQct political economy from its fetishism 

·or colDl!loO.ities and reveal bow a "definite aocinl ~elation between men" assumed 

the ".fantastic forn of H :t•elation betrtecn ·iiLillGB•" And to the question, "Whence, 

then1 ariaes tha enigmatical che.ruc"t.er of ·the pror~uct of labor, so soon us it 

fi.SStm:ea thR form of co•.:usodities?" !:la~: repli.;;d, "Clearly from the form it$eli'. 11 

GleEirly, the form of state proiJerty w!'Jich n.-'.f'Ba.rad in history as 7:orkera sta.te 

. property and was thus identified rd. th u ~elation of pr<.:ductionU* , which 

the 
became attached to/thing, etatii'ied prvperty. 11 Economico deals not 'Oith things 

bu_t wi.th t•elation~ betrreen.persona, and, in t!Je last resort, between clasf!eu; 

thea& relati~n>i, however; nro. attached t::i things and ,d&a:r us thi:n.gs.~' ·T~ 
;.-.. 

· Engels P.xplained the cause of _th• confusion· of.. the bourgeois economists.· Will 

thc'·revolutiuna:ry workers z:JOVoment~ S.'ter i'r$eing itself o£ the .fetishism of the 

.-~orm of a proO.uct' of la~r (commodity) cree.t~ a now -£etichism of a_ f2i:a cf· 

property (ststii'ied property)1 

Had Trotsky written of tha. !'orkers state not in ti» abstract but in the 

concrete he wOuld have understood what L•nin called •the reality of the tranai-

tion• and thus viewed the dictatorship of ·~he proletllriat "i'rom tba point oi' 

vie~< of the tranaition from ·capitalism to socialism, 11 lie could have thus checked 

his concept against the reality and if the roul workers state w:as not proceeding 

toJiard its goal, but receding, he would !lave known when, in tm proceas of 

**"The li£e-prooeas Of aoaiety, Which. is bised on the material prociuction,n 
~rote Marx on Fetishi~ of Cqmm~t~~ {Capital, Vol, I, p,92), "does not 
atrip ofi' its mystioal'Yoil until it is .treated as production by freely 
associatecl. men :wd io consUoualy 1-ugul.. ~ocl by tl:.am lu aocord~U~co r:ith a 
settled plan,• ' 
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Page 75 

recopsion, it ~~ cecome trons!ol~ed into its oppoo~te. As it wne, be Rlways 

spoke of the recession «S aometbtng that might bap,on, or as sometb1.ng tb!lt ~ 

happen, but not aa a pt•oceoa evolV:Lnt!; bef'ot·e his very -:~yea. Although in 1924, 

when -;;.he NEP was in 1'crce, he warned correctly that an unbridled development o! 

the NEP v:ould resuJ.t in the Soviet Untonts acquiring ncu&>iio-nlism on the instnll-

ment plan, 11 he hc..d reverted to his old fat ish of l'iorkers nta.tism when the "principl~ 

of .incluetrialization and collectivization r:as adopted. NO'Iv the- fetish, \'iorkers 

sta"te, becz.'Jlle equated to statlf'ied property. Trotsky did not 58;) where the fetish 

could lead to. liE; mercilesely criticized the Left Onositionists who r.ere led to 

capitulation tbrcrogh such an e'{ttation. lis subscribecl to Rakovsky's correct a.nalysis 

.-.>. · cf the capitu18.iora·: 11Tha ca;P.itulators refuse to consider r:hat steps must be . - ' . ,, 

adopted· .in o~er_t:t illdugtil•ializat.iOn·anct collectivi_~:ltion do not bring about / 

quostion: what chsnges liill the I•'i ve y,:ur Plan brin;; about in the elena rolntions 

in the countrv.~ (47) 

Trotsl<;y could approve Rakovsky's mi tir.gs because he lrl.msal! bad also 

Ttritten o! devolop.!!l& class relations. But he alv .... ys wrote in the !utul'e sense. 

If such and such a course were not i'ollowed a. clatia oi.h=r than the px·ol$tariut 

~ come to tho bello o! tho state. The oauree YIBS not i'ollowedJ moat sign:U'i-

cantzy tbe proletariat was not tbe victor in the conflicting class interests. But 

Trotsky conclu:ied. tho.t it was oimpzy a onoe of t·he lnu•eauoraoy rapreoonting tla 

workora •blldl;r• -Jzy- mothods oi'. its own. 
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Octo bar would uot reme.in intact if economic la\70 nr.J por.-'lli tted to develop napon-

taneously11 
1 v:ithout. the conscious guidance of tho vanguurd into a direction advan-

tngeoua to the proletarint. That is "'ey he wnrneci prophetic.,lly that a ruling cl.aoo 

other than the proletarlut -r1as crystt!.l.lizing 11 before our very oyes11 • 

f~rce of this si~Ular class is·tne singular £orre of privata property, 

"The motive 
(48) 

a to. te power. n 

That Trotsey did not fully underatand the illlplic.,tions oi' ·obis aaalysis . 

published in th• Le£t O~,ooition Bullotin ia clear frow the fact tbat when Trotsky 

was asked, but in wbat direction is the class nature of tl:~"Soviet Union ~!!M 

-l:e referred ;b the q,_uestioner ~o iliator~,r which !!.9~~ .decide ~he class nature of 

the Soviet, Union. 11hen ~he ruinous ntheoryn of aocialism in· onn cou1it.r,yr. · brousht 

Russia to the brink of disaster in 1952, and the.internutional reneotion of that 

I 

c+""J.;nist p~_!oy {'t.lnciall_sm ~ fascism,_~rel.pot antipodes, bu~. tnill:s..11 ) in 1965 
:,i 
\'. 

paved j;ba way for l!Ltler in Germany, 11e correctly called for iha creation of " " 

NoW, Fourth'Internati".:lnal and· new comLrunist part.ies .3Verywheru1 including Rus:sia. 

Hor.ever, when \tben q~.tSstionP.d as to "(that the fight £or :Powu1~ in Russ_in meant, 

Trotsky once again'sought retuge in equating the wo~kera state with stntified-

~·roperty, That entirely &tntic view of atntified propet"ty led him to qualify 

fight for · 
oul'jpower in ~ssia by affirning that the road to por;er there would .not take the 

path of social ,;ev~lution, as in capitalist lands, but r.ould be a politic<q- revo-

lution. For to .TrOtsky". nt}w er,oj_.c~.l content of the dictatorship af the bul'enucraox, 

is detorwino~ hoc those productive relations which a~o created by the proletarian 

r~olution,n (4g) 

(<J.B! Ibid, #17-lB, ll-12/30. 
(49 Tile New International, 'f/55, Enphssia in original 
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-. " .... ~,_._ .. .. ... nts uu;.~au.uarney BuL v;lw.t. .i.e uo ..;..,:uu'"•ble either "bout the soc1-' con•·an'" o' t' • 

or of statii'ied ,1)rO~E:Jrty? It is a i'etishiam \'lhich disoriented the moveruentl 

T\·oenty years after the tr~.Ue union diayute ·o.hen the Soviet Ud.on \'1US pa't'ticil;eting 

in an ilo~·~L'itL1ist. w~ r..s nn integr~:.l lJart or it, E..ncl, \':i th th~ help of Fascist 

neeQe' to be unconditionu~ly defenUedll 

It \7US this !'etishiSID of at•1tified i>rovcrt;r thc.t blinded '£roteky fran seo-

ing ::t;im::t the real con·t.ent of thf::l count:.er-rovoluticn l':hen i·v co.rne. At the time of 

the Mosccw T1·.i.alli the "prOduction relations e~tablisilt-~0. by October" were still in 

eAistencel P.a snr; the Trial~ merely as a gory xpolitio:al spectacle, uf..' a sort of 

l1s.lAC9 counter-revolution :n-thout social roOt, a.'l I)Xnreacence o'! the rotten politicd. 

.- ::suparstruct.ure }..li.•t oite tllnt lacked en· economic base nevertheless • It soelilG p:re-

posterous to ba.ve to do so, but it ifi nacess e.ry _to remind .n great !4at7dst oi' a very 

i'uous quot&tion D:1 Marx: • ·In the estimation of ••• IDY v;i.ew · tbnt each s peoiel 

mode o£ ,tJrod.uctioil and. ~ho oocial re~at..Lvn~ eorrcepon(l_;i ne to .it,.. in sha.·t, the 

·eoonomi': structure oi' society ia" the raul basis on which the juridical and poli+.icaJ.. 

supsrstructur~ is raised .and to r:hich dei'inite social forns d' e;~.!al; £••' · Ll aJ · 

~~of· thought oorro~pond; tbat the mode oi' 

production detirrmineo the character oi' the social, P.,liticul and intellectual lii'e ' 

gentlrc.J.ly, _all thia is very true !or "JUL' OYIU times, i.D nhich muterial. ;,nt.e-rests 

preponderate but not fm• the middle ages, :l.n vrhich Catholicism, nor for Athens 

a.nd noma, where politics reig_n.Jd supreEe •••• This much,. however, is clear that t.ha 

middle e;:es could not live on Catholicism, nor tho ancient world on politics, On 

the contrary, it is the mode in which they gained u livelihood the.t axplains Vlby · 

~are politics and there Catholicisw played the chief part.• (50) 

(50) Capital, Vol.l, p.94, footnote. 
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F.O:.': could tho autb.Ol' ur t.:Uij permanent revolution wilD h..1.0 50 Drilliaritly 

foretold the prol11t~ -~ian ciictatora:ur revuu.l .::.10 furitr·.monta.lly R falt.c! concept of 

cable ut first. That l'illS b·:c~~u::;e until l~J-:0 ·t.he ideu:;; and. mocics of e::pression 

l'.ere 
of the IITrot:.;}V-iat" n:ovau.ent, J.ll%/completely clominJ.ted by Trotsky. In 1G40 we 

brCike \'lith Trot.sky on the question of the unconditione.l dei'ens~J of the Soviet 

Union. This b:'·:a_it C8.Used us to ;•econsi<ier the. c;.uestion of the fundrunentc.l uatut"e 

of the Sovi~;:t state and logically fOl'~C?d us to trece to their ori,o:.:.:.n the postulates 

~;hiCD hnv~ prcviouRly governed O\lr tCot16ht. 'I'hi::; process l<::~d to the diScovery 

of Trotsky.' s error at its ·ro"Jt. I:t; 1& neac:sfifiry to OVEil'COiii6' awa and gain convic-

tion,.. . A reexe.mihe.tion of -the trade union diSpute was indispensable to a correct 

. revolutionary orientation toward thz:ot sixth of the. wo:rld l1hoE~e singular fo't"ru o£ 

Cc;ubined development has u~sht such r.onfusion in our movement,. In ot·der now is 

&.n analyuia Of the cu~te:r-rGVolUti_on,. I~ ;;ns not mA~t!ly a political" c.:mnter-

revolution in which sociaJ. f'ouDiG.~::.ons were .left intact.* N\), it r.as. a Counter-

revolut~.on in the relt~ti.ons o£ u·roductlo~ 

·*Apropos of 11 purelY" 'plllitical revolutions fte must not Iorget ,.!t.arx's emphasis that 
they have merely perfocted the existing state macbinacy. In: other ?lords, since 
they iuvolved a change of political rulers, und not a dllm ~ change, the 
bou~R0ia ,P'.Jlitic::.l rcvoluti~nw, parf'sat.~d, nut distvtsd, tho bourgeoi:; sta:t.a 
muohine and tbus the domination of tho bourgeoisie us a class • Surely that 
cannot be as.id of the relaticn or the St.t.Llinist ''politicb.l" revolution in ita 
relation to the social foundations of October. TGis the a.~elogy does not hold. 
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Xt i'ID.S diti"icul t to recognize the cvunter-revolutiou because l t did not. 

make a 11 £orrua.l 11 HP.o'~ct:.rr.mce on the hictoric araiW... Ita armeci gurb wa.3 obscured 

by itB 11 1$0Cif>l cont.ent11 • Uot'eovel', the t:nch~l c-:ou~.;.Ue!:it::: of Octoba...- uera ;;ithout 

anus to ,,~_UGll tile r£lvo:~lt.. At firwt,. chnnger: in the ,rclHti:mn or i:.roduction cp-

llt:ared im,i-it:;rceptibly, e.nd often aga.inat the nplnns" of those who deere eel the 

c!uuuJos. The acCUillulative efi'ect of the l&.ws,. b.enr:!ne witnes~ to the accillllul.ation 

of changes in t;he rolo o£ labor in the Soviet state mlli in the proces.G of yrod~c-

tion artc1 bearing v:ltueas at~ well to the ci.ec·L·eeci, nOt. sociaJ.ly st~bi_lizeci.,. ~e 

of the b~reaucract gave th~ latter aOci,~· consciousness. ~he course or the dave-

lopWent of the Ruupian economy, in the env~ronment or the capitalist world economy 

impOsed a dii'feront, tha1'i plan..'1t=d, course upon the totalitarian cli.Y.ue. B,y lt!SS. 

the planners, oimit16 to resolve the conl:.radi-.:tion .between pla.n tWA u.ctual course 

of' events: betw€ll?n .~bar ..llld., thC ott•tu, bato;oun tl'".a cvnmxmpticn needs (1f the 

-masses· e.nd t·he production needs of t~e. eoon~y .. docided 'first of V.ll upon 'the_ 

1 •. · 

neces::Jity of stc.bllzing ita ,.rule. (~ha: ilroceas of' transformation of t~ bureaucr&•JY' 

into nn oxploitative clas~ had begun. Uit ia not the, ."t.;oneciousness of men that 
.•;· 

determines th~ir beiDg, but, on the con~rary_. their social being1 tt~t determines 

their consciousness." (~b.rx). 

When in Part I of this stuciy \V6 exwn;l.n" the anti-lubor le<:islMon 

er!b.~.:ted in Ruasla v.e auw thut. as soon us tho wot"kers lost enthuaiaom fer th& plr..n, 

the State lut out ngoinat the proletariat. the proletr.riat bed lost :liE b<lot 

revola~ionary ropreuont"tive when tllo Loft OpJ'OOition w"o expollet: bUt tho .t'act 

Tile worlcer first r!Jal.ized tllo eitua11on when 

·1 ?1 -·--· / 



Puge 80 

A chanee in the j?roduction I·olu.tions oxta.nt ln the Soviet Union wo.s gradually evolv-

~~. Both his ration curd and his right to li,rine apuco wua placed in the hands 

or the factory di.,..ector. His trade uni-:>ns were made part of the administrative 

1957, the l'lorker knPn ths.t in !'ac-t;- both the rep"I.:.Jaentl'.tive or the cOILI!lUniat pt!rty 

.:..nd the represenk~tive of' his trade union bm~dd to the etne-man ms.gagement inati-

tuted in th& factory in 1954. ·.L:!:!e worker rralized then that 'tho job of factory 

director was not, as the Russ.iunu pt!t it, merely "i'unc~owlu. If not in appear-

ance tilf"n in i'fl.ct tlyJ factory director behaved like a boss,.. one, nho, through his 

role· in the i>roceso of production, could tell the Tl~rkor hill7 long and how bnrd to 

;!ork: !Uld coUld p!i.Y, him for his io.bcr ilo r;ore than, ~.nd very often lees -~ban, a. bc.re 

oubsistsnce. The lewa did not,' after· all, appear_. out or' nowhore - ·the7. aro_se out. 

Stalin saw early that the. dllr.u. -natur~ ~~ the econo!Jly vi('lleutlyebook ?:La 

rule now to ·one· extreme, now to the other.. It lii tl:lua tl:i::.t in 10;::;0 ha isaued Lhe. 

brizen ·aloga.n 11Stil.tistlcs · L"'D the cla~s ~ront, 11 : .whore_upon the indepe·n~ent atatus. of. 

t.he Central Statistical Board YIUS liq_ui<lf!ted' into the Gosplan. TJ:uJ.t could hide 

"figut"'fi11 from the outsiUe worlo.;.;: The wo4'ker, however, d.idJi'~ ho.ve to muster 

statistics in order to collect hie I'"Y envel¢pe and with ito conten.ts 1:<-y to 

purchase road. 
Tho wo1•kero dioaatis£action bnd to be supprcased, · IAwo were enacted 

to do eo. 
Tile act- o£ suppressing mass diooatisfactioll bD.rl ito points blit it 

B8KlB was incupuble of manufact~ring any soro of propr for th~ ruling bureaucracy, 

Stalin set out in aearch of a prop. In hie c.ddreao to t.he directors o£ industry 

on Juno ~~. l95l, Stalin isouod the slogan "Let there lla WI end to doporsonali>ln-
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systRJD of wurk and pay and t be. t could gain m~c.ntum only w1 tb such a maeme11t ae 

StakhanovilliDo Thi• "wisdom• stalin ~·.d '-'Ot yet "-~quired. The slog!lll T/aS a step 

in the nrjght" diret'tion= So w.s.s the."principletto£ ono-:n:m IDc.!l:lgemcnt elaborated 

in 1954. It may l::ltlve been a propr b'J.t i't \',<.:.::> no stable base. Bu·u that was pre-

cisely rr.ha.t it lacked and wi:w.t .l.i.. a.lwt~d i,o aci:.Li~::ve: at.abilif.:,.· oi' ;.-..;:; r i!.c. T~t i: 

v;l\)' by 1955 it decide;i upon the creation of StrJt!Jmlovism. 
1.Stakhanovism 

Tho May 1J:, 1935 spesck or Stalin, "the keynot.e .of r.hich wa.S thecare of the 

human bei:cg• (lir,:<hlauk), was not did similar to his 19<>1 speech. But no1Y Stalin 

waa a 11iser man. He now knew how to concretize hi~ sloge.n. "C~J.ro o{ the llumait 

be~ng" bo.came the pre6..ecet.:.uor of Stukhanarl.sm. In 19~1 "erdi~ de?ersE.l.i.zat~onii 

in affect, •e;,ding depersonalization" bad a most practic,.l meaning for sta.khan~·;ism. · 

bad achieved a t"enty-_fold diffeL•ontiation in payl 

·· Co!::'o Trotsky, in his analysis of Stakba.iloviom in The Rovolution_Batr!!:{.ed 

co'i.c1uded that the. Stakha,ovica system of piecework 'payinent Ties "not a retre&t 

to capitalist relations" but merely a matter of renouncing illueions. •Tho fOllll 

of wage pa;yment,• he wrote, "is simply brought into better corree;;ondence with 

tho real resourcee of the country." After thic broan statement, T·rotolcy- quotas 

Marx "Law can never be higher then the economic atruoturo.• Most profoundl7 trus. 

llUt wbat is tha economic etructur•, or what Trotsky cnllo the "•••al resources of 

the country'' 1 

At the end of the Firat Five Year Plan production of the means d:· ·produc-

tion constituted 55.5% of tho total econo~ ar.d production. of the mean• of con-

eumption compr!sed 46. ~. Tha reverse ll!ld been p1um•ed. The Second Five Year 
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Plun \'las to have acl!ieved 11a yet bettor improvement in tb9 condition& of lt:~.Uor" • 

Thr.t is, it was once asain plu1med that there should be a fil'eat increaaein the 

production of. articles o£ mass COlliJUIDytion1 in which task they utterly £ailed 

in the lti:""~-~- Plan, and ·that super-iten~ification of labor \WiS -~o receje a setback 

('I'ho 6ll.l:lual increase in production w!ls .sc.t at 14~, coatraute:d to some 3J:O aimed 

at i!l the First Plan.) Howev ... r, tho productivity of Huv~ian labor r;asw low that 

such ambitions contrad.icted·th(j p'dm-:.r:( gtJal of the: s·ecoucr PJ.Em: nto cJ.tch up wit.b 

e.nd outdistance prociuction in ~pital.ist J.&ruis.n 

UDder the ~ven_ bas'e* aud vd.th the given £d.m, it wns impossible simul..i!.a-

neously to eo..-tend pr:JO.uct.ion o£ the mP~s of 1~roductiou 'nnd llroduct.i.onct' the means 

o! consumption. One. or the other bad to be sucri!iced. -Tho coUrse of development 

in order to •catch up with the ca;,hilist lends•, the high organic composition of 

edvanced 
capi"tul in the/ca,l'i tali$t world which ,·imposed tha S!llll'e technical composition of . ,, ' . . ;:· 

• I) 

the same teohnic;ul composition of ·the economy upo~, ~he re•t qf tho world, de- . 

manded the sacrifice to be in th• proauction of a~ticles or mass consumption. 

Sacdfice in thet lllreudy sacrificial sphe1•e meant t.het not the whole p:>puletion 

could be satisfied, Distribution of articles of uiuss consilmpt>.oi. had 'b be brought. 

into conformity with the ....,ality of the state of production. SUch werothe •raal 

*With a wch higher tecllliolq;ical haao, the law of e&pitalist productialikewise 
ucluclos. :~~reduction of means of consum.11tion runni"!l neck end neck wi tht.he 
;>reduction of means of production. '(cr. section on 11Law of V"l11o•) 

**The heavy demands Ui,>Oil. tno oo•cent sto•l industry alono ..-• ...., so high (stool 
beins uacess ary both !or industry and for defense) that for th9 1\'hc:= period 
luo•-7 tbay wore a~e to lay ooly 1,5 thouoand kilomotora of railroads, At 
ti1o outbreak of the pre~ont war the railroads wore the weakest link .:h the 
Soviet eocnomy, The 18th party oon!erenca in February l94l or:oe again y1t 
tho d""elopmont or the riiUruads ·as tho tir•t point on the order of the d.'f• 
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rcsou::-cca o!' the ccunteya 11 It was a qu~st~on, ~s Tl'ol.aky put it, or "bourgeois 

norms of dist1":i.bution11 hut of bourgeois matb2¢is of produgtion. 

The ;pie~ework syst.orJ was declared by i\iu.rx to bo best suited to the capital-

i~;~.t. oystem ~i' 11roducti.1J!'. Tb.o 3takhar.ovjte ph.cework s.rstem wns beat. JQ::Et suited 

to the moci.e oi' pro<iu-:otion eA-pant in RusGin.. It grew 01lt of the tJ.eeds of produc-

tion und in 
1
turn in.fluer.ced t!lP. type o£ production. ).'j!J.t the St!'!kbanovi tee• 

overwhelming rise in puy m~y h:.ve comp•nsatin;; ad'l"""..nta;;es in the ki.nd di things 

they vd.sbed to buy, t.here follov;ed in those year;;, an :tncre<J.se in ltL-..-ury goods .. 

Contrast t.h'3 ~,400% increase in the production o£ silk to tbe: M% increase in 

the production of cot~ongoous, 

The srd.vcl chair soon replaced the hammer as the ·rea.J. ''emblem" o.f the Sta.·-

t-bs back do.or ~ Tbsy wont .. straight into .tbs front .olrice of tbs factory .4irectors, 

who wore they themselves. A feiV ahort months a!ter ste.J<bai,ov heweii his coal 

(au,""llst 51) there took place the f:lrat c~liferenc" of· the 'stakhsnovites. · On Novem-

ber 15~ 1955 ~. Izvestia a11d Trucf grPetad tho convention of S~akhanov:l.tes 

by ·loud editorials vrhich told the masses they were to look up to, to rapect and 

to obey this new •olass:i.>ss intelligentsia•. On that day tLa phrase, "leaders 

of tbs peop~.e", was made ayi:lOlJO'IIIOUS .jith Stakhanovitos who, in turn, "'"' equated 

to "Pt'oduction intelligentsia•, . The politloii.n-bureaucrat found nn "heir up}la-

rent" in the 11produc~ion intto~l'!igentsia11 • 

., 
Stl>lchanovism made possible ilia davlopment of a labor aris·oo,;raoy, But 

not merely that. A lAbor ariatoorlloy molll!t a bettor prcpr for tbs ruling cli<ue• 

But not maroly that, No, aJ ~stars over the produotive process, with 

stakhanovism as a be.ee and nourisbi~~g so1l for •heirs" to bureaucrats, .ths bur&&\:-
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crnoy lx1enn t.o fAnl tiu~ r:rf:'.uhlJ.ity nf !\ cle.Ho, Fe~lln;; th!? atnbi:=.ity cfa clnes and 

havil'lg a 50\ll.'C.:e of reiuforcewont::. f1·om t.h·J m..illt~.i;tn'b o£ incluatry, tha buro::mcro.cy 

moved herull.t.bi; toward the juriclic&l. li,luidation of tha dictatol.~sWp of the prole-

tariut, Th13 state 1'BiD<1inud the o ncr of ths meo.n;; uf yrociuction but t.lB proletfo.l.'.ilt 

····as no lont:ar its ma.nnger. To lugitimizG tha Gotmter-rcvolution n;;a.:!.nst October, 

the new clo.r.s neeUed a ll!.'n constitution. In l9.:i5 tM Sovi ~t COlJJress 11UilE':iiJ::!ously 

a.f'.f'roved:1· the eleotion of t~ CQm,.•ittee which \-Olllcl "i!lsert som~ o~es into the 

present constitution," stalJ.n haa.d>-iC:. thi:.o committee. On June 11, lC::£ th.'o c.E.c. 

al>,proVoU the draft of vha cons"Gitutivn. On Decerube1• s, 1936 the Stalinist Ctinati- _ 

tution bOCillllO the ,law or !;he land. 

-~The Rtissian Ccnt-J~itution 

, The October Revolution h~ rRised the prolebriat to pow,er. The .first 

Constitution ~ore witness both to the. l'i-oletc.ria.t.' ~ ciictat..,rship and to its. 

transitional charactor: "The prSnc:i.pal objor.t of the constitution of the, ll,S,F;S,R 

wljl.ch is adaJitod,to the pi•eseut transitional period," ruM. the constitution or the 

First Soviet RepubliC,·; ado_blted l?Ut 8 m_onths. ·after the e:on~1ue~t of powc~, 11 co~sists, 

in the establis!Joont of the dio'batorship of the urban ,and rural proletariat' and 

the, poor~st peasantry in the :Corm or the strong, A.U-ilussian Power, w:lh tite. aim 

o:r securing the cumplete auppreasion of the bourgeoiaie, tho aboliti.ona!' eKploita­

tion of, man by man and the establisbmant of socialism under which there shall be 

nei·ther class div.\oio~ nol" ~·au-thority," (Emphaais in .Jriginal). 

The Ner. St.JJ.nist Constitution, on tha other hand, strellllthened state 

authority in the form of complete totali tariD.niDJD and decrend tho protection of 

state and personal property from 11 thievas and misa,.,,ropriators". It estnb.~shed 

i>1U;.;G -work ag th.a l."tiit:.nlug u:ro tam a "Ft'um e.:toh accordint; to hi.o abiliti a:: -t= ca.ch 

nooot•ding to his "'ork. • It abollohod tho syatom of cleobion Kcoordina to olasa 
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nnd inQustritU. :;roup~ in fnvor of tho oyatcm cf bourgooio democracy 11univaraD.l., 

!'roc .md aqua.l ourr~;a.gG 11 • Tl'.o\3 voice uc.;ordad'. tCI tho prolc:d;uria:t during it:a rule 

C!'..Se that is if tho totalitnl"it:.n rttlc ht~.d not. seen to it tha.t11 bourgooia clemocr.:~.cy" 

too silouJ.U bu u dar.l letter. 

nus::ian 
Trotsky nnt.l;;rzed the ne~·/Constitution and concluC:.~d that 11 it. c·~~ec..t~o. the 

politic:::.l premi~e fat• the bi-::-th of~ ne\'! possessil16 clasc. 11 Th:~t isn't a ve·r:y 

;;lur:d.s~ interpret:~tion of tM leg~!]. su,perstructure of a :;oc.iety .·~ It is not a 

qucstivn of a political prClDise for the birth vf a "lerr posses:::i·.:r. clasG It is the 

juridical acknoHlcdgment of the 9xistanCe of a: ne,;· poBsosEing class.-K'7" By 1'236 

~owaver, still thut1ght tl"W.t St6J.in was 11 conp~l:led i'ro;"t: time to time to "tnk~ ·ijh€1 · 

side of •tho people"'I(Sl} He. lntor1·rets Article X of tho Cous-:;itution as .one 

gu&ru_uteeing ,the prct~oM.on or poraoMl-:_pro!)ert:r- 0 a.gainst tha inva.siun of tho 

bur,aucracy it.sel£11 11(5~) He told'the Lert Cilo•ositionists il! ilusuia .tmt the "new 

constitution orc&.tes a. seini-legal coveL' !'\Jl' a~--~.'i.l85lt:: oiith it11 • B=twean the a.ppe~r-

ance oi' the draft oi' tho Constitution, Ju.'le 1£<36, when Trotsky m:-ute these words, 

o.nd thQ £in&.l doption of the Constitution in December 19;::6, ~he state staged the 

macabre t.u..,uat Zinoviev-Kamenev Triall 

*Mni""'h in Critlcism of Hegel's Stnta Righhs& 0 It is true tlnt "iiha a·tre.ctue of a 
aet•iets of states chan«ed in ·such B.'XDtmn·ur that e;rndu.ally tb£n•e aroP~r:»¥> dema.ndo 
o.ud tM old was dieiutogt•nted, et~J. but i'or ·the est~,bliehment o£ a. -n:~-w ooriuti­
t.ution thero ma always ne&Ued un actuu.l r~wolution,n l.Kmph.!iais in o'd.girw.l) 

lHiltot'" is how Lenin ""l>l<dned thl: constitution of tho workore a'i.ate1 "Aft-er, it 
hila seized po\Yer, tl18 workingolaaa :oaintztind it, JlroaoNoo it nnr'. comiolidntoa 
it. l1kG ev,:;,··y olnuo1 by menno 'Jf c. chana.:; in propor1;y rttl~.tions Wid o. new 
oonatitutiun,n (Seloctod llk~o 1Vol,6, 1'•~20) . 

(51) Thii Ruo~~c.d p.g·q. (52) Ibtd, )1.~1;9 
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,:.,, Tho hlO:JCOl\' 'l'rinla 

Th:iu blindneso Sa to tho real nuture of th6 11 Uur.::c~uct·ac:r" wo.;; Hhnt m:.ule 

Trot:;ky -~ccept at raoo vnluo tho uccut.o.ti~~no ~{'.inst the ·;.:thu~hovik· in th~ •rrial 

gre~test. '!."<:tvc-lut.iouists, \';ho.::~ ch ;'N:.ct...:t• und vole .in the Til.,r.;;~_c:,n llt:volutic.n he knew, 

tb:::t Ti·c•to.:k.r :rl--::d: P~t! Y?t: th:: burc::uc!.·~.c~· t...re t!E· countcr-r:Jvoluticni::;ts. But 

ist int•Jrnatio'I1E!l policies in tha criminal chc1.r~a:: against Zinovlev-Ka~anGv1 

onl:r- n !!!B-~·.ns of £in:.:1i:ng acape~oats i'vr fuilur.ea t:; execute .the Plt1.ns? But 'llhat. 

d(.'BS such an internaJ. policy moun? Where hnve the Plan~ laU to? . Poliii:a are in-

T~ Uoscow Trials \'lere the culnin<'.ting pOint. to t!le countct·-rDvolution. 

The--Octob"'r Revolution \'itl.3 axtarroiiU~ted not only bY tho exocution of the Old Bol-

sheviks who led it but by clea~ill6 o. phce-:fai: in the process of production for 

the new class. Thlt place could have beLll cleared for the ••cla15ai8ss itulJ.ifoentsiun 

only whan thet'e Wl\S ::nlch a cle.~;; n.nd unly after it hE~Ci nll'tH.tUy :luf'!l'trd:ad into 

industry and into po~tt.ics. Tha ipi'iltr11tion wus too a:. i\'i 6. .:.-roceas -- it needed 

o.~·rns in he.nd (a. harlgman'e nooea sutfici&d only because but one ur ~llt.i 1miltii to 

this conflict vma armed) to axtet'!oinate the remnant of the conqueots of October, 

even though it be only in tho memory o£ oome :lndivlduuls. Trooaky, becotwo he. 

btill con::;i~crod r.ussi:1. a."nor!:::er~ ot:.:.tor: edd tb•.1 Trinls \'reakonttr:\ tl"..r.a Dovi'll't Union 

Aotttally -b•canoo S·talini>t rms"ia was not n wo1•kers stat• -the Trials etrongthond 
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i.hi new cguntor-rovolutionary st&.te for it mucie l'o:~~.i.blc tlit~-!'ull cvm;vlido:~ic:l-V!' 

the nevt posaeaaing class. 

4. Production R!:tl~t.inns in ti.t~ .§.oviBt Union 
Both uhen tho L•ft Op;osition stood for ·ohe refom of the Pa:-t;r !Uld when it 

alr~ady called for a politicW. l'evolution Trotsky repoat.od his contention that the 

usurpution of por.er by the burea.ucrac:r TIB.tJ duo to the fact that nthe social content 

af the bureaucracy roas determine by the vro6.uction re::latjons 7."bich the proletc.:rian 

revolution h::.d forn;zd." Perru.ps. But the bureeucrc.c.;· was .not 11 frozen11 after it 

· usut>ped-pow~r. .Lt. was a group that und.er;;cm ... ~~o transforoation along f,i·i..h tile ecollCliDiC 

structure it !leaded. As the agent of the st::.te- c::.pit6l., the "bc.reaucrucy'" evol•ed 

~.ts ~ission. of the dev~2o~me~t of s~ate property br bowing to the _law of motion 

,• 
of tho world market econcmy, l?roduction for tho •ake of pr.oduc"bion, OJ!:P'COion of 

the cOnstant capital at the expense o:C vnr~ab_le Capit~l and .the 'concomitant p·O~i.:. · 

ze.t.ion of v;ealth, Tile lliiBSSing o:: v;eal1>h by ·tho State foll~r.r. on the· heels oi' 

t~ e:x.pclllSion of the .produc-~ive .forces ~the pauperir.ation pf' thu mass'es. In 

· RUGsi~ this was true ·even to· the point whsn, when the swe~t a•~J blood •t:i' t.he wor-' 

kurs at the point of production did not -pl'oC:·.\ce su'!'.ficieni; wealth for· nthe i;Ocd 

oi' the staten, the uneocial,eA-ploite.tiYe turnover tax \Vas invent6d to b~ing in 

i'urtbor aa::.ured wealth en ma.sse 1 so to speak, to the coffers o£ the Sliate Trea.sury. 

The l\usal.Wl proletariat !Ulows that tho ?rodu~:~n rela"bions e:lddr.g no..-

in the Soviet Union are tho opj)osite of those fo"!"llled by .the October Revolution· 

"hen he ""s me.stor in his 01111 state, and parallel thooe oxioting in cnJI;aliot 

CO\tntries, Boilad doiVn to its essence, the •social rule• of the proleMat, 
.;;---:- _-· 

I' 

tlia etate-o?int;sd metlJls o.r pt•uc.1.uct1.:~n1 meana, that, in prac~ic·a, tba me~e o£ 

production, no lo~~&Ar owned by the prol$t.l~iat, confront him in the shlpl of capite.l. 

.-.._;-

• 

l 
: 

i 
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., 
tba.t is, as somethiiJg ai~enatad:. 1"rom him Md ~tlbjugating him, The pro~er 11 corra6

1

t-

ive• ia not a ~olitical revolution to overthrow •the. bad bureaucracy" in favor o! 

Trotsky's mechanical conce::pt:i.on of a workers state was evidence in the 

trade union dispute oi' lZ£0, L6llill l'~::w.intied him then that "the rea.li t~r of the 

trano>ition" mo t!m.t the7 bo.d a buret.ucratically deformed work~rs ~tate end tm:.t 

we should not !orgot tlut •every political euperstructurc in the lnst analysis 

serves production and in the last ~ysis is determined by the p-::-:x.;..;.~·:..ion relations 

pre"lailingin the given society.". It is not the 11 stl:!.t.e" that should manage produ~-

tion but. the maf:lees. 11Viorkers and I-~assn.ts, toilers and eJ:ploitedl The land~ the 

banks, the !actories, and \YOrks nor; belong t~ the "hole o! the pooplel Yo\\ 

YOUrselves ·mu_st set tc work to take .accouDt of and control pro~uction ~d dis~ribu-

tion -this is tho-.2!!!z ro&d to the victol"".r of 8oc!.a.lism, the! ocly guarant~e of 

. ' (52) 
its victocy, the .~ara.ntee of ~ctory over all explitation over pover~r. nnd l.'B.D.tl'" 

The sooner we get ave~ the idea that that is just an agitational article and 

reali~•~ th!it it deals with thz hard !acts of the only vray of achieving transition 

to aocialilll!l instead o! transition. backward to capitalism, the saonet• ~e will 

unuereto.nd the nature o! the Ru.><ian economy. Enough of being•teksn in" by the 

counter-revolution because it was not in usual attiral 

workers state. In that 11<>rkers state tho workers blld ·eoon~mio and FOlitical 

power. They could a~eroise tboir power through their vanguard political party, 

through actively !Unotionilll; trade uniona and soviets. In that workers stata the 

workers did not morely axeouta the ~lanSJ thoy ~. a say ove~ the ~roduo~ion 

(51) ~l!?ttd Worka, Vol.IX(Arti0:..9 on l!pw to OUapiat C9JDpptition.) . .. 130. • 
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and the results.* 

~'rom T>·otsky's :fetishism of stu~e prope1•ty it :folloiVs that Stal!xdst 

Russia, in which tM totalitar.i.an tulcrs lord over the productive process, r;here 

the proletariat is a wag·::o sl.:lve deprive;:., of. ull economic power and o£ any political 

voice, is A. uorkers stc..te, though degenerut~a. But in actuality thclt btc..te bears 

no moro reaemblA.ce to a ~·:orkcrs st~t.e; than the )lresic~ent of the Uni:ted Statea Steel 

does to a steel r.orker merel:,,. bcc.:-.u~e tlu:y m-e beth "e:::ployee.s" of the R:ltLe corpo-ra-

tiC It& 

Our movement no longer considers the Sovi.:t Uni.oh a 11degen~.rated lvo:-kers 

stat911 • Ba~ically, ho~·;~er, TrOtsky's thes~.a, that the productive relations 

a. :fetish out o:f ~t .. tified property. On& concludes that Russia ahollld tbere:fore 

be l!Ildoi:lditioball.y'defended; t~ oth9r ·leaVes the do:6r open for suc;h defanse. 

Tbua the varty merely· disagrees with t~q po!itical conclusion and gives ths state >- -,. . 

. a. naw .!!!!l!!.!!.•·. That .is ell. But. in giving ths .state a ne\"1 :came, u perversion of 

Marxism has been comm:l.tted; en erro~ of greater dimensions tha'l Trotsky's. Let 

us pause on· this nell name, this phenomeL~n "un:f'oreseenu by Mal"J:: or !.enin, this 

new societ~· doomed to downfall before mnturi~ -- Bureaucratic Collectivism. 

i' 

*The ~ neu program of tho \l,C,P, edo;,>ted in 1919 l'Bads1 "The ~o.r~:i.oipa.tion of 
the trade unions in the management o£ eo momy is at the snJne tlio the chie:f 

moans of st~g~e acainst. the bureaucratization or ~~.¥Qpnomio apparatus o:f the 
Soviet power ano. croates vha posoibilit;r or o. r"sl ~ control ovor tlie re-
sults or pro<luction/• . 
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D - STilLI!liST RUSSIA: A BURJ~UCRATIC COLLECTIVIST 
OR STATE .QAPITilLIBT_sOCJ;ETY ---__ "L 

:IPrY't*1nYm e enii-$.=.::.;.Z Comrades Shachtman and Carter .Qav~ discovered a new 

society and huve %Baed th(: new ac.cial ·oi.~der "buroaucrat.ic collectiviam". Neither 

has subjected. this ner; social o<:"d.er to a serious study. 3ach bas described tb~ 

nev; society i:J. ~ different \Vay anti drti.wn coni'li-.=tiDg political conclueion.s. i':e 

v:ill deal rdth oach interpretu.tion separately. Since 3hs.chtman's position i~ the 

flrst 
oi'flcltc.l ?tu·:;J' ,t'Ofl;,tiou, let us/W"~.:Jil.Lu i.ht: ::l.iJt.:li:.itlti or UU!'I;Iel.UCrl',i.lc cO:lactivisw 

he' describes. 

I. Burettucrstic Collectivism (Dhacht.my.n p_ecie:) 

Com. Sbacbtman tbillks that because tho lords of the new society do not in-

. . 

a:~~loitec'. And !rom what does wal<iistribution .ariseY 

1; ri=orinction 'end distrilm1;1"on; li .. afit qnd g;ynsrsltlp 
' 

"Unc!Gr a sooi::J. oysteni of buro.au.ct·>etic, collectivism,• at..tw the Party's 

· RussieJi theois,n •• .in the field. of property ovrne~sbip g,: ~las3es at•e equal 

none of th•m 0 no social propert;r." (!lmj>h.,sis in original). But whathar or not 

all i,Usses are •equal• in n property sense (in boul'!ieoio society o.ll classes 

ar•e e<1ual "il' tha oyeo of tha lew" no one--whether proletarint, c~lloctivist 

i'Oli~ical comO!issars or capitalist c~upon olip~ors - can gain n livelihood e:<-

d ti tt-noe it. iB the rolet.1npghipe pC pre¢'?= 
oe~t out of the proca~ds of prorlucon. au 

tion not maro1Y in its leg~ asp•ct of pl'oporty relc>.tions but iu the'j:otusJ. __ , (:' 

productive procoos, that is o£ tho aasonoa of thi~•· To soy tbst 1n.1,1.·;ssia 

is tu t4k~ the legol fiction or ownership all olkeseu ar~ •uqal beo&use non~ owna 
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nt fnce vnlue. In her polemic against reformism, Rosa Luxembourg deals most 

proi'oundly and succinctly Vlith tl1e pro,Perty versuu the production theory: IIBy 

capi·talist, Bernstein dose not mew-.. a ca·t.egory o!' production h:\t. the right to 

pro:;>erty. To hie, cap:i.+.alist. io not rm cconomi~ unit but u. ficcu.l unit.. And 

Aca~itaJ.• 13 for him nQt c. !'actor of l'i."orJucti,n but ail:Jply o. cert~in L~antity of 

money." 

When Mar-A anuly~eci the vroces:;; of capit.ali~ production, ha looked deeper 

th9.n its l~gr~l outer covering. T~t is why he concludeJ that it was not tha ovmc~ 

s!rl.p, but the .fl!tl..&.:t12ll1 of ca .. ito.l that ceded profit to the c~pitalist.. 1ven wbe:n. 

one C~.nalyzes a. nner.n ot'der one should no·t. forget Our ABCs \ihich tell a Marxist that 

it is the prod;,~ctive process, whereir:. labor is exploited, that is cre:.tive o£ sur-

;, 
plus \value, of profit. "If therefore the c&pitalist is the ormor of tlB capital 

Which ~he- am}?loys,·U ~ays 1ia~7;' s Cnuit&l, (~:i) 1 ·":the pocke~s t.he t;hole pral.t o~ sucylUs 

value., lt is ili>iuato·dal to tile. laborer whetLer til• ca)'i talist pockets the "hole 

prof:lt or Wheth~n•·oo has to· pc~,. over a. part of it to some other pe!"son whO· has a 

ls~H.l "la:l.m tv it., The: l'Ca&Svns i'o:t• di·;..·.:i.W.oi:s the pi-ofi~ c.mong t.wo· kindE( O:i' cr.p1t~­

iais +.hue turna surreptitiously ·into renpous !'or the existence of ·tD.e surplue vnlue 

to be di"rid~ which the ca!Jitalil*; aa euoh drawo out of the pr~;ess. o!' .production, 

quite o.part frOlD any aubeer,lli!n~ diYision,u Does this ~t a:pply to~ a bur~a,_teratic_ ! 

collectivist societn Whet then is the .function of capital ~\!'i' (or I 
lthatever you ce.ll the means of ,l;)roduction aliena.teci ·.fr.)ID the direct producers J. 

DIJ.d exploiti1J6 them) in that oociety'l Again we must cit~ from Luxembourg's 

o;Ra!orm and Rev<>lution": •By transferring the concept of capitalisil frau procluo-

rela.tiona to l'i'UftCi.'ty rela~!.cru;, ~ by :i?C~!d.nc; cf' ::i::ple ind:!.viduels ir.:tcad of 

speald.ng of e1r~repreneurs, he/~~'i:~0t'Aan4uestior. of socialism :from tha domaili., of 

production into thfl domain o1' r'olo.tions of fot·ttme; uffit is, from the relation 

between oapital and labof· to Ua rel~tion bstweon rich ..,;; 'poor •" 

(o5) Vol.III, p.448 
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Luxembourg was polemiciziug against reformists t1ho did not acct3pt Md.rx' a 

descri_ption of' caeitalist production. We al.~e dealins uith comrades who accept 

Marx's analysis o£. capitalist proO.uctiori - then apply no:,e oi his general criterie. 

to the 11 nevt11 social order .1ust boc:..use t.bli/ h5.ve &:iven it a. ne\i n&:~e. Look at 

Russia and tell me wb.':.t the prolet<lriat le.cks in order to be .ruler in that tct.ate. 

It is not the title of o~arship. On the conLrary, the Con>titution of that country 

ciefines state prllperty as property "belongins to the i'i'holo people.". The legal 

title notwithstc.nd.ing, tho profits t.bat come ol.!t of Sov5.et inrlustr;r 6" :?a·:tly to 

the Emtecyrises and p l:t"tly tr. t~ state. The worke:- does not share in it not 

becau~e he~ do~s not ·~legally" own it but because hia 1•cle in the p~ocasa of pr~uc-

t~cn i~ :::uc:h tbe.t he ·l!!.bo:s :md gots .tJtdd i'or his l.D.b:Jr po7:er at.·its vnlue -:- J~Q 

rubles a month. Tha r.arkar does not "share. the profito• bacause b1~ relation to 
I 
' I 

the cOJDJDodity created through the unbn of that labor pow•r r.ith .the me<.llB of 

production, belongs not to himself, b!rl; to _tho enterprise for: which he works. 

Now keep in miz.'i the Russia o£ Louin 11hon tho legEJ. title nas the SaJ:le 

but the prOductiori relations different. In Lenin's time before the worker entered 

_ the factory 1 he has his production conference, v;here he decided upon tie )>lan, 

While lle applied his labor po>:~r ~o the instruments o! production in ih e factorT • 

there was his trade union and party represontatives to contest c.ny boscy .conduct 

on tbe part uf the fo.o ~ory director. When he got hio :;><:;,' envelope, he once a~ain 

had raoouroe to hio trade unions ._.,~ once 08ain cU.sousoad p~uc~ion resultc. 

He might; ho.ve been told that he cannot get a further rico in p<:;,• beceu119 although 

his indUGtry l:llltla a "profit•, stUl ~:..·whole benoilt aboUlu uot ravart to him. 
j '1 
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because his state ulso needGd to :Produce steel and that didnlt-.cecle a profit, yet. 

He would J!i!!Q!:! (:tkmt""""" then that ho liid not c'.irectly.·omefit 1:y his industry's 

gror:th but thai; his class liid. Do•.~ Sl:achtman kno'r what the railroad "orker dill, 

wh'='Il he \':E.S dissatisfied Y..i'th th regiwe1 1'iby1 the rhllk and flle -workel"s, in ODD~ 

single yd~r, broJUght pressure to be&.r t:o tha.t tbo Glavpolitput (tho pol1tica.l 

superintend~nce over the e~anomic frogr~s) was ~bolishad; the cowposi~on o£ the 

Cel!tran was chacg:ed.; ali went back to thei1· rc ... iJectivo trade UD1on3 and functioned 

throug:1 normal de1~cratic !)rocedures. "'es, Com. S.hachtTJa%!.1 the rank and file 

(which he like~-ise baa now) 
wol"kers had that p_o-xor not beco.usa 'he h;,.d "th9 legr.U. ·i;itle/but because o! the 

nt•oduction ro.ls.ticris {l'thich wet'e t;le op£)osite of' wh3.t they are ·~ow). In this case 

tbe ':angue.rd pollticoJ. party followo:.l the leed of <;hs \io~kers. l!Every polltic9J,. 

·.· 
su~erstructu;e in the last analysis sei'Ve.s production and in the l~at analysis is 

uetctmined bW the production relations p'evailing in the given society.• (Lenin) 

Iu £!-ll of bi:i m-i tings Mat?: never tired of emp~sizing tbo.t it yzas t.he 

process of p).:oduction which d~fincd ·An econom;r and ·t.bat a clas~ ""s.A 'detcrmin~d · 
. . . . . ' 

by'its roJ.~ in ::he process of r·roduct.ion, trat is, by prod~ction relations •. In .. 

his Oritigue of the Ggtha PrOgram Mar..t emphasizec.i that "The distributd.on ot: the 

means of consumption a~ a~ period ~s merely the consequeno: of the distribution 

o£ the me&na of production tbe~selves. But this secondar~ distribution is, 

charactoriotic of tru. method.s of pr:xii.ction th.,selves ••• But if the material co,_ 

ditions of production are tho' collective property of the work•,rs themsves, then, 

naturally, ~ diffe~ent distribution of the noe.ns of production iron the present 

will result.• 

The Party thesis on .Russia porverto tltl.s OO.sio Marxist concept in order 

to ley the C..sb !or a rather origin•;! (for a l.IL\rxist) !>osition on Soviet economy. 

' lf'{iith tbu new mods or distribution," reads ~ut• thesis, 11 ti1B but-t'aucr~,cy davalopod 

a new modo o! production, production S:or the,\ &W<!lllng noodu. ~f the buronuoraoy. 

TLareby n revolll that "o bavo forgotten our ~~'r.xiot ABCa that (l) distribution 
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ia mroly the 11 oxpression of the historically deternil:....:a condit:l.~-ns of production" 

(54) end (2) that befot'e Oiutribution c~~n bec,me distribution of ~roductb:B, it 

is the distrib-ltion of'.Ji.he mer.ns of pt'oduction and that is det~mined by class 

relationship. I~G.tx stated most emphaticc.lly that "The rt.::~.l IJcience of 1'Jodarn 

octJnOIUy cioes not bec;in until theoretical BJW.J.ysis po.;;s~..:; i'rO'.ll -&hu process of cir-

culation to the process of production. 11 (55)~·Jtii.n wi.I-L~rlin.;;:d the fact that: 

11Mal"X contrc.stcd vulgu.r socialism to scientif5.c sociG.litim, nhich O.ocO:J not 

~ attach gl-'3at importance to distribution J:tnd 'i7'Jich explains the' social u:rstem 

by the organization .:·!:' relatio:lS of prod~:ction anrl <ihich co"l.s!.dors that the given 

~ys:r.e:m t>f relations of proci)lctio':l includes a. def'lilitc system of·distribl..rt.ion .. 'Thi::. 

idea runs .like a thraad t~rough the wholo of !,~~n:to t.eachings~i' (56) 

i;he. 'cCinfusiori thc!t Sba.chtina.n L\ispluys ctlllnot be attributed to Marx· i'.rho expresE'ed 

(Pm·tmthatically let H be state thut Shachtman --see the N.I. fur 12/40-­
was not the !ira\. to widen the' iuee.ning of clnsc and. th::m trJ t.o S.t.t~~but e his dis.:. 
tribu~ion theory to ~~els. Udliltsov1 one of tho four ausociat'!s. or ·~~a.zanov, 
chief editor of the Arahivoo uf Ku.rl Marox a.."ld Friedfich ]?ngeJ.a, de:U.a with preCise­
ly tbnt perversion· in his article 11 0n :=iocial Cl .. "laS.:tiJII inc:J.ur.loU in the 1924 issue 
of .. the Archivea. An article on tho same subjoct &ppout'ed also l.n the 8/9/:'3 issue 
of Uncler the, Bs.nner o£ Marxism. Both in Rusr.ia.n. 

It was not, as Shu.chtriu:m put .:i.t, "the e:llta.lity of povertyn which wes ra.s-· 

vonoible' ior the tyPe of d.i.otribnti~!; l)rtJvailil'lG durine the' 11eriod of the norlters · 

~tate of t.::.nin ~nd Trotolcy but tile r~ct that. th.J worlwrs \;·ore the r:U.ot·~ of, 

muctcrs over, the !,reductive proccsr>. ''Hav.i1'1(; ovorti1rov:n the bourgeoisie a.nd con-

- -,l....:.-'t'ed politicnl powo!·, ll;·;rr)·,~e Lonln (57) 1 ntht'. prolutariat hi.\B bE" come the ruling 

cla.as; it holdn tha iiOW~r of··tho. ~tate; 1 t h!i.5 the diapoaDJ. or the manns of produc-

nro the c,;~~ocUve propot•ty or tho "orl<er<J hhere IUIIx •naturally• (llnrx) ro~ults 

u d~.i.:r~:r~nt dist\'ibut1on, not tlor~ly or comr.toditiatJ,pr~'\uced but, primnriJx, 

54,I'oid, p.lo~a1 (>~)Ibid, p.~90. (56)ll:\!I. . .&C2.......Cont.an~.gf.Jilu:.ll!iiwl>(57) '\'ol.a,p.ll ,. 
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of the mean;;; oi }Jroduct.ion • .,For ioh!:.t is crucial; 't'ae;arding the subject o£ dis-

Marx defined the Communs a~ "the p-roduct of :3t!."'J.gt;l€' of' the prai ucin.~ 

s.gent e.ga:l.nolt the a.:,•profriati~ class, the political ;font. e.t l;..st discovered u:D:lor 

·which to work out the economic emnncipe.tion ot· labor") Tint noulci he a new society 

and its la·.v or motion r.auld not ).e.:·.d to the polarization of wealth. cgntrn~tlr.g 

SG'tiet' Rusoia t.v ca11it&2.i~t. lands, Leirl.n \',Tote: (56) 1:B:1t eeP. l;:.;v.' things have 

cinngod since the ;>olitic"-1 power i" in the !;and> ~f tho ;;orld.n~ claBs, since the 

the pcli tical povrer_ :im:x:l:ID:::iJ 1 .. N 1 sx::ut .~f +.!ie a::..'Ploit.,ers is ovl3rthrovm o.nd since 
' 

all the msoan~ ot proUuction (except those ,'.,1hich the \tOrkers ste.te voluntarily gives 
/ 

to.\·<_;-; ex}>loiters fvr a time, in the !'orm of conces:dons) .are ov.-ned by the tiorldng 

claS:s .. n 'l'bils r.hen tr~ prol..;,tari!i.t cmned th~ mec.r,s of produoti~m! t~_._relationship 

of' the means o:t' production_ to tr..e mBans 'or conSu:upCion was 44.€% to· ~5.4%,.; and 

·' 

.·..:• 

,.lj 
·by the time industry reached its prewar laval, tha. standard or :G.ving of s'hechtmlm•a · .. 1 

r 

proVcr~yleas prolet!lriat 'but Lenin1s prOJ,lerty-owning ?roletaria.t was 125% or_ that . . . . . ,, 

level. But whan the :I.ppropriiting cln::o diri'ared from t,he C. irect prcducora, . .-then 

the relationship or inoans o!: produc t.ion _to mt;~!ls t;~f' concumptlon ·moved in such a. 'I 

di1•oction the.t by 194.0· the means of ;>roductiou consti"Outed· 61~. of th~ tot:U. economy 

and the mP\no of consumptiPn but 39% and, moot important of ell, the staodard of 

living decreased '•o half of 'l.~.!."L"!!s inJ,il.?§. v1hilst tho•cal.lecti"list• v1aalth 

o£ •the whole people• Jumpod from 6 bUlion to 178 nillionl The distrl>but;l.on of 

the m~ano of oono\liDption wns de~, ·in the firat !nr.tsnce, not to the fact that one 

class had tba wherowitbal to l>uo' these producto and the other clld not, but 

baonuao ono claets, ua tha 0\TDSr or t.he moans of produo-~ivn, ·or_~ :Jore ca:reotl;r; tM 
.I 

agent or n uofiluta mod~ of produo~1on, dctorm1ned ~he direction of the atata 
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economy, 11It is ooJ..v the domination cf a class tl>\c dote>'mines the relationships 

of r~oporty,n (~ . .') 

Sh:lchtma.n loo1;s at th= deterioration of the workers standnrd of livin,:; and 

says that bureaucratic collectivise iu n~rer to ca~italinm the~ to socialism. 

Then he looks at the collectivist ~ of property and the "eQ.ualityn of all 

classes in a provertr S•Jnse r..ud those i.r.-o y,ords so overa.;7e h:i.J:o that he OJ.i::les t:.. thA 

CC'I:tClusion that tl'...e 176 billions of "coJ.lecti~st 11 Vi~<'.lt.b is ~·:ortby of being Call& 

a. bureaucratic collectivist soci9ty and that, II bureaucratic collectivism ia. part -

Un unforei'Ge:l~ mongreli:~:ea., react:i.ona.ry part but a part neverthelesa of tho 

collectivist epoch ot human history;• That is moking n fotiah of•colletivist''·'c 

(·that is stnllified) property fo;ms evon e.s Trotsky did, That is what we meant 

. by G"-Yillll their positions were .. identical, In Trotsl!;l:' s case it led him to call 

for tlls 'unconditional defense of his '~workers state" tbat.was pleying an 1nteg~ 

t•ole ir, an imperi&.L.st r:at•. And ne rec~Jiled back.,' ··In Sha.chtman'e 'ca.se it led 

to leaving tho way open. ror e conditional defense of that oamo Stalinist state 

now :alled "bureaucratic collectivi.&t, and because the defense is in f.lte ~;heoretic 

realm only, tha Party acc•pted this etra~dling positionl 

•:.: i. 
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II Burenucratic Collecti!~Bm (Carter •>•cl.es) 

Coin. Carte~ gr=ts thnt the Stalir.ist bilroauoracy collectively ouns tha 

me~s vf production but asserts tm.t the rulin~ cl~s: !s for::eC. by non .. econom~, 

urimat·ily polltic£Ll factors. The.t depar·Cure !row -i:~a.r:r.is::i \-.1.11 ba dealt r;itll in 

the section on tho interpla~r of politics ~,d economics. Here I r~sh to limit 

myself t1> n. discussi:::.n of Cm·ter v-s.~·ous llarx'e concept'i::lm of tho dif:i.'erantia 

specifica of ca~italist producti~n, a phrase rendered po~~ar in our movement by 

Carter ·~d Kent. 

ls....J!:Y:feruntic. snccifica of capitalist...m:oduotiol1 

Carter EJ.nd Kent as.:mmo a Itost cupe:rior attit~Jde as to l.i1E:Jlr qui lie ~r.lginal 

uridel-stB.nding of the ·apec~.!fc fea.t~i-es of' capitlllist· produCtion. "i:nay accuse those· 

who do not agree with them of obtuseness and of 'identii';i~ ~ form of exploita- · 

tion aa capi~alist. Such an identification r.otiid, of cou~aa, be no roino~ error 

for- a Man.'"is·~ air~ce to call &very f'om of economic exploitation capitillat axp,,o1-· 

tation is to obliterate tho specific mothod of exploitation and 'tln\s obliterate 

the ~ of class society. Precisoly i'or such co:lf'usion Lenin criticized the 

Narodniks who felt satisfied meroly to P"lmt to oxploi tation. •The r.lr.rx:!.st, 

' hnwevet·,• 'Wrote Lenit~7:i:a •thinks it nacesonr)" to exploin und also to link together 

tho phenomeM of exploi ts~ion as a &)'stem of specific relations ':.~\ production, as 
' 

a spuoitJ. social and eoonomio fom, tho l!lws or the f'unctioniDB ~'"' development of 

v;bich have to be "'-'bjocted to an obJecti·<e sutdl"••• It muot be show ••• that ·the 

frieing of the produ~er fr001 tho mollllo of product1un and the appropriation of the 

pro.Juot of hie l~bor 'br t.he o>rr;er of money both in the factory and in the oo"""unal 

vlll.nge io not to be oxplnined ~·politics not• by diatribl\tion 'but b)' bin prodi•.G-. 

tion relationa whioh necaso:.rily booome i'ormad in e commndi ty ocoucimr by the rom,.. 

tion of oln~ooc, nntl<gonl.stic in thoir intoros·~s, which io obar<tctoriatic ot 

capittJ.i·l~ e~oiety.• (69) 
(80) J;uenomig Oqntant Q1' H&os!ism.in 'Rus. Also tranalnt•~ into Eng.<1alaoted !ilta,! 
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Ai'tr.r stating that 11froo labor" is the difforontia a pacifica of capi tali at 

production, Gart!lr and Kent pl'oceed to l!o:i:i:r<iilZX' :l::ll::l i:'z:• ::;<A!'lio:· """"•aaa:a: di.stor ;~;he meaning o£ 

ll£ree la.bor11 • This specific fco.ture of capit.lllist production ::.~ worth '3xam!nin:; 

in detail. 

=i'h.' ecor.omic st~.bjection of the v1orl~er to the 
monopolist of the irwtrumento o£ lab9~· ~ whi.,h ar~ a sour cc of 
life, lies at the root of sln.vory in .Ul its !'ormu, of all 
soc~al misery and intellec~ual degrarlntion ~na political depen­
ddce.~--statutes of th~ Firat International written b,r Marx. 

or ProduotiC'tt are the basic ele:ment.s _of -My _svcial :Col .. tU or _production., . It is thA 
0 

manner in which _they unite tha~- didtine;".:d..sh&s different eco_nomic epochs £rom one 

\. 

another. libet·e tha laborer is an integr<ll part of· the means of production, the 

economy ia a. slave ~conomy. Where the laborer is n:rrae·n "in the double a~nae' tbB.t_ 

neither thoy themr.elves form part and pai"bal or the means of' pro~uctio~, as in. .. tha •.:' 

ce.sa of' slaves, bondsmen, &c., nor do· the m'3ans of.p!"oduction.belon:; "toth(31D
1 

s.s. ::_:: 
•. 

iv. the case ·oi' psesant proprloetoro• (61), it is a•rreen economy,· oharncteristic 

of "" industrialized civilization ;,bore the monopolist of the in~truments of lnbO'r 

needs the labor.>r not •once for all• but for the time :pori.ods ::.ocessitatod by the 

production nseds of an axchanea 4conomy. 

The 11helo disausal.on rot;ardirg "froo• labor has bean given. a putridly 

liberal tinge by t,he exponents of •bureaucratic collectivism•, both oJ: tho Shaohtman 

wtd Carter spooios. Most unotbicr.lly thio wns dono by Ke~t (6P.), 1iuo :llalicizod 

aD. r@ferences tc. tl-"63 wo1.•lwr· baing "the actual* owner of' hia capacity for labor" 

~ .. -

(6l)Caol.taJ.Vol.l, P• 785 (All roforoncos to Capital in this article are to the 
· Kerr edition unless otherwise noted.) 

(62),,cl.'. Ntw Intor!Hitignal, August.l94l *S•• ncto next pogo 1•10 
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ahd to the labor power bein~ the laborer's "or:n property•, without informing ·the 

rsnder that th& italics are h:l.s, Kent'o. no.~ Marx•s. Take the passage ab..,ut labor 

being free "in a double sunso"**· The Kerr edition has no underscores. Tho 

German cdition*"H u~derscorl3s not merely the ;;ords "free laborer" but also the 

r.ords, (not underscored by KGnt but unr.ierscor-:d by Mar..c} '~money~ ,ncapit.!,la&..nci 

'bol!.ICodity ma.rketn, qr take the pu.s~age regarding the O?mer of money meeti~ the 

o;:ner of lf1bor por.er ir.. the coo;.rodity market, The Ker1.· ed!.tion(63) lw.a no under-

in 
scor!]:;;/~h3 Gem.s.n edition (G4-)i.ic...oc u.nc1Gl'lin~o b"u.t leut ·c1,1as uob thts ·;·;ut·cht, 

"definite timo", in ths F:::.S.t~ent, that tr..e continuance of the relationship between 

the or.ner of. the. ~I'Jn• :r :"!<; :I tha _po~seaoor ·or la.bor power dependo .Up\ln the feel; that 

.the owner cf labor. power shoUld sell his labor powi,.; oi!ly "for a definite tim.i 

and no longer. rr *:lf-H 

. In tha battle t;>f q,u.oto.tions it iS not c. quest,ion of 
.I' 

\''. ' 

a:cy single ''\iord which 

Mnrx may or mS.Y not have _e~phs.siz9d (although no one ~~~uld presume to undsrscore,. .,, 
\I·, 

what suits his purposes, ,,;.thout atating that the <:mphasi~ is !rls own) but o't: 

the spirit <md ~rue meardng of Mar:i:• s teachings as a nbcle. It will euffica to 

contrast_ Kant• ~- interprete.~.i..on of 11.fr7!e" lal:-or to Engels rest!..teme!lt of_ !-l.e.rx to 

*Kent .. does not inform t:.tJ W • .tat translation-which is nona· teo e.ecUrate-which he 
is us:ing and which cau&e him 'to translate e.r, "actual owntr" 'ivhet both the Kerr 
editio~ and tho International Publisl~rs edition tranalato as •untrammeled owner•. 

**iiot the pasaoge quoted b7 r.e ebave but the one on pp.l37-8; 
<HHtThe German edition ~zouod u,r Mar.&-Engela Inatitute,l932, p.l7S 
i65)pp.l86-167 (64)p.l75 . 
*IHHI'lhe sentence in tint pa)'ugraph tha·t Kent left out islil!; .• :;o:\ae charaoterist:l.o 

of the basic on•··aided approaoh of Kent.t:he,iwyll dac. ssntance reads1 
•The &."<Oilanco of Ca.JU!odi tioo of itself implies no othat> rslat:Lons of dependence 
than those whiol1 rosuJ.t from its Ol'lll nature.• In the Ger., ed, the words,•rela­
tions of dependence, nt'e underlined. Bor:~V$r, since to.-havG om_phaaizo~ "rela­
tions of de)!Gndonc91 110Uld h.~ve upaet the •schema• of Kent, the sontence was le £t; 
out al togathor. 
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make incon·~est&bly clear the tr-Je mo,.uing or Mo.•·x: (ssf " ••• it is onlywhen the pro-· 

duct or this SU\'plus labour assumes tho i'orc of su1·plus v:-.lue, when tlE O\nler of the 

illdl\llS o:r production finds the free la.bourero---frecs from nooicl fettersand rrao from, 

poSJE:ISOivno of hi" o1;n--ns an objc:ct of e>..1Jloi.tation, anci eA-plo:iits bimfor ths pur-

,l)OSe of the p1•oduction ol' com;~:otiities, it is only then, &ccorciing to Marx, that 

the mems of production nRsuru~ the specific choiracter of ca:9i tal. A 

Once more it becomes necessP.r,r to rae .pitul!!.~e oo;:;e !•lb.r;dst funcbmenta.ls. 

It is a price neces~lty to cuditelist ?roduction that tha r.orker be "frae" for wbere 

he bas not been entirely aepa.ratod fr~:... n.is ~:Je::.ns of producM on,. he does not readlly 

':lf!'er his labor pOwer for- s..Ue to the o1,;;wr of 't.he meana of yroduction. ~.le had an 

example of that in th9 l~h centui'7 nh·:m tha rr-v.ssic~ serf we.s first !.reed but was 

not i'ully stJparated from his mauna of production, v;ith tile resul~ thA.t he l-t:!i'used 

to O·lll his labot' powet'. Hero is Harx•s c_nmment;(SGj "The RusSian ·ran:~ labor.3r, 

owi'lg tO the colli!IJUDa1 propert;.· i_n lt.nd1·ha.s not been :Cully separatbd from his n;eana 

Of pro~uction and h9nce is not yet a •free i'ia.ge- worker' il:t th~ full-cilpitaliat 

meanin~ of the word.-" 

In the 20th century history ~eBDB.ct-ed an a.naJ.agous ~cane. in Russia: 

After ~bo State granted t&• kolkhozniki cer~tn prlvate propsrty rights, it found 

that tl:ere waa not suflicier,t hbor for :bdustry. The kolkhozu11i' not •having boon 

fu.\ly sevarntod from his means or ;>reduction Md hence not being a 'free r.age wor-

ker 1 in t~ :f'u11. QRl"~~t.~liBt··.-'!!lnnning of the l':ord• refused to offer bia lnbor p011.'9r 

to city indua·~~. In order to .have a constant reserve army of "tree" lab!lr the 

State doore•d tho creation of Stuto Labor Resarvao. 

Tbs wo~kor must be •rrae• for oapi~alist production to bo a £act, not 

in the eonso that Kent 1nto~9rato it of b•ing •personally freon but in .the &ansa 

ot baing rreo !.'rom ~he .l.nstt'Uillonta which "'ould put hie lobor power into notiou. 
(6l!lm.+1-Jluhr!pr, '.11.:~7 (CG)c~ital, II,p,ll 

1/ 

I 
I 

I 
i 



. 
\'· 

Paee 101 

thtJ ;;ord, 
That :i.s v;hy Marx "!l'*"''' !!Uq plc.ct:1/"fl'"-=" mo;.~e ofton in quotation marks than in 

i talieo~ Or he rovlrl refer to thd froe norker uo a. l'inge slave -- ELnd at other 

times ;-:;~ply speP-k u~ e.ll forms of slavery, "direct !l.nd indieect.n(57). Tba.t is 

wlv 1r.e:rx constantly- reiterated the ic1.ea that 111.rhe contrt:.ct by which he(the laborer. 

~61d to the cs.pita.list bis l!lb:>r pow-ar pr9vod1 GO to say, in ble.ck !tnd ;;bite, that 

he disposlld of tdmself freely., 'fhe bs.r~t>.in conclud~d, it is di::;coveruU that ha 

v.f:.s no 'i'l'e'-'l agent', lib..9.t the time for t':hlch he is fre~ to eell lds labor pO\.er 

is·tb.:: time for vildch he is forced to sell it."(GB) 

'\':ill ,;arter c::::n. ?.r.nt pleu.se tell ::;~e when slnve le.bor* becU~ile an inherent 

fe:ature of the Russian econoay? i\o.s it in 1952 r.hem both his rat1.on card and his 

r:ieht to living space- Tins gir;en ovet' into the b:lnds of the factot'j- director 71ho 

had tha right to fir~ h'Lm and evict ld.m fro::; the premises 1w occuviP.d a.s living 

_,r;' . 

s~oe 1 frr a singl~ dayts .absen~e1 But in 195:! we _T,6i't"·..._·'PPDGit:J.'?niSta no't only 

st~,:i.J. ·:·>~led Russia a worke~s state but. ·ohl>ught it pos.sible to reform the c.,;,~S; 

party, and have the bureaucracy·thrown out bY npolice meUauree"1 Have_you rejected 

t_hnt position? Wey not say so? If you have not rejected that position, pray tell 

··-· 
how the. law, which seems to have auC.h 9~-i..~.potence. iL.: yo:':lr qes, could not·makC.· 

or the worker a slav~ in 1952 but could do so in 1958 wbon the same law ~as rosta~· 

with much greater publl~ity ~>ttending tt.o decres? Or wr.s it in 1~40 whsn crim:l.nal 

pe::altles were attaoh6<i to tba law? But o!:'iminul penolt~i•s were attachoc to tlw 

Order rego~"Cling t.hs restoration or railroad tr>"loportation bnok !:! 1920!** Tba;,r 

(o1)•1(e are not dealing l'litb indirect slavct"J, tho olo.very or the ·proleto.riat 
but 'lith direct slavery, the sla'ler;,r of the black races.•'•HCorrosponden~e.p.lS 

(tiBIC!\I)itnl, I,p.SSO. ; 
Wfh& :quoo~ion ap,~>lies with •qual ft'~oo '•o Shachtman who uplo;,rs the ;>hrase 
"f'or'c~d labo•·n-. . 
~bo law in 1920, Admittedly sovoro, ~•• undertaken as a temporo.r;,r ma..suro in 

o4traordinar-; circumstanooa and orosad off tlm Dtntute books within tho year. 
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m:i{;ht 11nswer: it. ia not in tho law but in tbe economic conditions, VIa will agree 

that it .is tho economic situation, nC>t. the law, that carries tilS r,ren.ter wGight, 

but it is precisely \vhen you ,·,eight th~ economic condition the.t you see that 

Russian 'h'B.ge slave is at least as 11 i'l'ee 11 us tha German r.o.ge ::.lave i;hut'6 ti1£J eco-

ncmy is still c.:.piteli~t, not bureaucrat:..c ccll~c~iviwt. Any I:)L·ricms stuO:r or 

GenD.n economy will reveal that tho labor m:;.rlcet it> more efficient,ly cont.rolled 

i~ Germany than i_n Hassin~ that th9 laborer i3 lss~ Cl~lc to brc~:...~ throut;h tha enti-· 

labor 1~-Jislatioh because, &~ong_ ~ther things,· there is no extensive agricultural 

industry vrherf) the laborer· can kee1"l fror.1 bel.:~ 11 ft'ee 11 by h!dincr himself on. his J 

acre plot of land. That, .homover, is noo ·the isaue; the ·disptite is nbrut tho time 

~orker baa been so ingenious in ci=cumvent1ng the anti-labor legislat1Awbich . . . 

tried to harness him to a single enterprise, that the latest pre-war conference 

stressed the fact that absenteeism an~ truancy were in many inStances ~ore preVa-

lent than before the enactment or thes~·aacreao. YczneGaonslry co~plained tL;~+, ., 
. J.' 

the RusslN. ,..,rker, ales, still absented himself "pa.rticuls.rly after pay day,'" It 

takes more than legislation to make of the wage slave a slo~e of old, a slave in 

•'n integral 
bo<J3:, e.nd I part· of the means of !!roductionl 

It is a sad comt::cntar:" ·.on out" moveJUftnt that Tie Mv;l suddenly 1lik:uxJdtLa 

liliJ;xhadJ q:ic:mf:> r. .. ;..'lBl •discovered" that when Engols used the ezpresaion that 

the pNlateriat is a. •slave of no particul"r person but of the whole prOllert;y. 

ovming class• he used it 0motepborioeJ.JJ·•(69)/ E8idently what needs ewpbaals 

(in this period <>f the l.'ascisation of the st.atelh aoourdl,ng ·~<' our uureauoratiG 
\· . 

a~.&c .. ..:ivist exponents, 

(&ii)Oi', .iia.L.,lO,/Il 
.· .. ·:·iit.ii :. -
. --:J;~:[.:_.·;·: 

is th>t tho ""6a slo.v~ is 0porsollll.l.ly :Cree• 111· all 

•' 144 

.. ,, •' 

' ' I 
i 



Page 105 

countri~S ~,-;here, in Gorme.uy?l) but Russia vrherc he is "literally", nCJt "metapho-

·. t'icallyn, a slave. Since 11fre3 labor" is the differentia opec:ifica o.f ct:pitaJ.ist 

production and since it is non-exi.at.er1t iH Rua;;in, J.t is in Ro.:.c~sia, sey Shach.tman 

Ulld Carter whsre forced (e1ave) lE.bor is an inherent fectura of the Russian economy 

poj.nt of slave labor, thoug:h t.ht.:y hc.vo fnil::d tv ,i)I'OV(;!::_ t.M.t the r.uscian worket· 

col::.t.ctivist ~poch iu Ruocia lltt.s crcc.tq ~ cupet·i~i~ fon.: 1 ' his Per rate 1 d vroOuc-

tion than under capi"taliam., 

What dangeroUs contradictionsl Force labor ~~sts, is an i&harent fentura 

of the new ol'der; alo~side of it e>:!.sts e. superior i'ot•rn oi' production~ ·The idea 

• 1', 

~bat a superior·'form of production can coexia~ vd:t~ f(lrced. .. le.bcr. dcr.trois the Gn-

ti~e Uarxist conception of the devolopm•nt of labor in s~ciety. If Shechtman has 

, not found ·out yet, StalL'"'l has: f'ot'oad labor is not collduciv~ Juo the bi~· product-

.ivit,y necessitated VJ_e highly indust~~alized economy. The.state·ec9nomy must 

. hllva highly .productive labor •to catoh up -.ito capitalist. lands" and tints. the 

maDaiJements of the plants have found thllt they- have to bid against each other for 

labor power of thB worksr. Tha worker c~ntinuea to be nrros", that i~ ~a wage 

slave continued to be obligud to sell his labor por.or en t.he le.bo1• markot, nnd, 

being •personally i're•", he finds he can force n few concessions wllile industry 

needo his labor po•er. ~-hat is wb,y the atate found that the worker was not o.fraid 

of being fired. That is why, tha state, roolizing that he could no~ straightjacket 

labor 'b,y t~eatening to fire him, thoughtit cou'-d force him to work through enaot-

ing_ criminal statut•s, foroing the laborer to work at 25% reduction in pay. 

)/ 

But I 
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c~nt!.'Ar{ to the 0111nl.,.,;tonco tho "freo labor• protagonists attribute to logialn-

~ion, tho 1iua:ninn st.nt& i'ou.nU thti.t nMreas it bad the power to enact lgi.slo.tion 

either 
tying tho r,o,.ker to u ulngle enterprise it could not decree the economic result:/& 

,... mc.ke of tha \..-age alave o. olo.v~ of old or enforce e high productivity of l!lbor. 

Tha state found that the lagiala tion contt':-dictcd th~ t"rimnry goB.l: to cat~h up 

and outstrip the ca.pitali~t lunds. TPr-.t is v;'r.,r, but to•;o ohol·L months hd:ora it 

was :.nv£L.dcd by Gcrrnaz:.y 1 the Rus;;;ic.n state G.ecidt:d tlm~~ tile best lDS'thod of e>:t.ract-

iilg surpJ..us labor, betier than e:nti-lr.bor la..:;islation cl.ecreeiP.J forced h'k?~r·, 

was through- piece nork, which ilu:rx ~.d declarccl to be so ideal.ly sui tea to \:.;ipi tal-

ist yrociuction. Hence tho cre~tion of the slogan: '•Liquidate _,equalito1!.l.ariism to 

tho end.! 

,,. .. ·I'· ~;_: 

Free labor must be corisiderbd iil ito hietor_:Lc''1 :?.i~_t. 
·,' ·: :-~-~f· 

l'iar-.t. cri ticiaed 

.the classical e~O!lOI?iGts for tryi~ to purit)• oconamiC-rBlatieons'fr:= the £eud.:U. 

_ hiernisbes11 .., ( 71) ~r.: labored to sllow thzlt \;he-reaa tho prolet.nr:l a_t th.i.nke he is 

:Cree because he is free~ i'rr.m f~ud~ :f'st.t&ra, he is in reality a slave tiJ capital. 

It is completely illO{;icnl and unlliatorionl to interpret Marx to meant hat lub<r .. 

bad to be free .from tho very person exploiting bim. !l!arx would bovet:ldi~uled tho 

bureaucratic-collectivist oxponents-~ho tldnk that necnuse tho luboreroons his 

labor power, t.hat therefore be is free, oven as be ridiculed the vulgar economists 

(?o)'•. ,for flf be r~ere to sell it (lobor powo1·--FF) rump and s1111mp, one~ for an, 
·>'· he wouJ.d ba selling himself, con.;.ol'ting himself from o. .free mnn into a slovg.• 

(71)Cf. Poverty of PbilosggltY. p.l54 
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who considered lab~r pouer to be the laborer's _ncapital" oince it \'o'ns his Q'lm 

commodity.* The a~~tence of freo labor is umong the ~eoific features of cnp-

it.alist production. But it is high time t~ Olllphasizc, ns true fhlrxists shculd, 

that free labor's •enslaVOlilent to capital is only concealed b;r tha variet;r of 

individual cnpitali"ts to r:how H sells Hself.• (72) 

The l!ar:dst·law of value ifl still the ba.sic regulator of CP-pitilist soci-

e'.ty. T~t·e are those in our rankfl. who -think i:.hat ths lar. does not aprly to the 
·\\ 

~ j . . . 
!!U't·sian oconom:r and, as· P,roof of toot, t!ley cite the. fact that prices tiry Widely· 

frOm value. Prices are fixed, Kent aosures us, , "not o.ccot'ding -1:~ ··the 1aw o£ vaiue. 

but '<Ccc<"<ling to the government decision on •planned pro:luction.•• (75) It is trm 

~hat prices arc f~~ by tJ:.e gover!IJllent. But since gO\'-o't'nrnent "decisions a.t.•e a:rriv:al 

at n~ithor· by" nor tor p90}:lle living on tha planet. of Mars, ·She Gocplan i'rott· th9. 

firat held ns its aim •t~ bring industrinc p~br degree to the level prevail-

~ng in more advanced countries. • ('74) The Gos)>lan has not S<lcceeded in this nim; 

the productivity o~ the Russian ~orker is too low for its c~~oditias to bo able 

to stsud up against the hLo10• &Louolll socially necosoary labor time on the 

world mr.rlcet. Bu~ that sut•al,y does not invalidate the lnw o:t::'vo:J.ue, whizb assorto 
/.' 

(72)Cs.pltal. I, 11•6'/5 
(75) gow !ntornationo+,A~ust l94l 
(74) The Soyiet Union Looks Ahead. Tbs Five Year Plan for Eoouomio Ra~onstr~ctiun 

o:f' thi l{ati.onal. Econo.r1, iauued by the GOttJ:~lo.n. F.mphaaia :in original. 
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itself "like nn over-ridin£; lo.r. of nnture just urJ the law o£ gravity ,doeo when a 

bouoe falls aboUt CY..Jr anr.s. n 1~.a.rx said that "Vc~U'3 does not st"lk al=Out 'i'd.th a 

labul C.escrlbing dnt it is. It iJ valu.::, ratho:..~, that. convert.s every pro1uct 

into a social. bieroglyphic.n P...f'tei' wnsturing tlut bit of. ~u.ism, will v;e now 

let the Stalinist ~rice fixers convert the prices of their products into an enigma? 

or will 'ill) understo.r.d tbet "greu.t 8.3 li:S.j" be tho divergences betneoen prices and the 

vnJ.uua o.f coo:moclities in i..;.6ividual instances, the s~ of ~1 prices is equal to 

tOO sum of al:'.. ·vc.lue;;;1 for _a the f'ine.l reckoning only tL9 values tOOt have been 

createci by human labor are at t:1e dis;opsal of society 1 aad prices cannot b"teak 

through this :limitation, including even the.·monopoly prices of. tt'Usts; wlwre labor 

has created no new ve.luA, there even !!t~ckef'eller c;o.n get n~thi~."(75j 

When comrades oanst.ontly pain'. to the fact tint price deviates !:r:om value, 

by gavornmont <l.ecisiou, r.:. proof that tm law a! vc.lue does nat bold,· they re.ri . 
.., -~ -· ' --:' 

into the. empiric tilinldng of bourgeois ecanomicts who paint ·to the sa,.,_p;oilamenan · '·· 
-·-~.·-::--::;-.::::::----

ot pl•ice deviating from val.,;.e in tho case of· monopoly pricea, F.iS prooftb.s.t ei:onC'mic 

mere fact that the labor theory of value does not in tlll.s s·tage of .... taroilic rule 

have a proe;rassive ruiss~ljn t~ pet•f'ol'Dl dot:s not dis:9rl?ve this la?.. ~!\gain we turn 

t~ Trot.aky who, in J.u · alre!l.dy guotad .vopular vers:~on of ii!arxiErfi doctrines, put· 

this ti>ousht mast auuoinctly: •&Jpi·r:lc thinkir<: limited to tho solution oS: immedil.t.& 
,. 

tnsko frtJ.m ti::e to ti:lc, 3GQmad aduquai;e enolJbh in labor us 1'1&11 ao in bourgeois 

oiralea as lcug as Idarx• a law of: valoo did everybody's U.inld.ng. But today that 

vary law producoo op~oeitG affects. Inst-:::.e:.~f urgi~ eeono!Vy fcr-w'n.rd, it undor-

mines its faunOntians.• 

In" footnato*in the tilird vcJ.ume of l/.arx 1a Capital• Engels mada tho follow- ;! 

itlli coNm~nt ll.B to tha o~ngad ahs.raater of com~erci:1l or1tta.~u"•••competit:i.on in 

us 

/ 
i 

• 
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tho int!!rnnl market recedes before Y.G.rtala and trusts, whila it is restricted in 

the intarnational market by protoctivo tariffs.-.sut these protective tariffs are 

nothil13 but prepc.rativns for the u1 timata ganer::l industrial \7Ur,. r.bich shall de-

cide the supreJna.cy of the world mo:rkat_ Tlms ever:,~ elcml!nt, ~.·hich r.orks asainst 

a repct.i.tion of the old crises, carrie::; the eorm of a fnr mo-rd tremendctw future 

crisis in itself .n So lor.g as the ce.pitalist wo·rld wadri:t exicts,. the lmr o:f 

value would eDsert itself 111iko Rn over-riding law of nature.• That ,·;as tJ:>UB n.s 

~ell ·when tha ..-;ork~ro st:lte of ~rmin-Trotaky- existed. Monopoly of foreign trede,. 

for a workers state, could acco~plish no mol"e thar1 tht: protective to:riff ciid for 

th..: capit:::.li::r~::; -put of.t the d:.y of l"r.ckoning. T)~-~t i:;. .,,.;lY QUI' revolutioru:::ry 

internatioiY:llstz worio.'!d for the r.orld revolution a...'ld Considered the Ru&oi"ln Revo-

lution as th.e starter for tho in~.arnatio.nal revolution.,. It ~;as · nvt .. beeP-uSa ther 
..... 

·<·' 
' ' '•" ;::;::;:::. 

espoused t.he permanent revolution; ;~;u.t _.b'Scaus8 . ,, · .. '. .. 
'.:·~-. 

thoy­,. 
we~e fuarX:itt meterialistc: ''!ith e.·· complete .understanding of ihe C:..-vel~p~3nt of the. 

productive forces and the international ~arket.· It was to esCApe baing aubjectEt . 

tiurieJ.ifJDl· demanded the aubordin•tio:r o£ the lo.gh interests o£ ti•e i'rol•tariat o£ 

0:0~; C!ltlntry to tha.t on an intarnotional Scale, If the oapi talists l'<OrO not to 

dei_,ida the mastery o£ the wo~ld market and make the proletaria~ state bow to ~ 
; . 

law o£ motion, it '"'" "" urgent nncessity to trans£sr the dictatorship to an inter--

natioru<:t basis, Am when the you~ wm;i.:ors stab ha.d to begin •to p...- tribute to 

~a~italist,• as Lenin phrased the necessity for the NEP, it was otill to gain time 

v;hila •our £ore:4;n OQJlradas nre prepnrLg thoro"{lh.'l.y their revolution," (76) I 

can't undorat~nd what other i11~arpretation tha.n tlll<t o£ oocBping b$1118 ru16d by 

the lo.wo o£ tho onpitalist world, and thllt of valuft bel'-! the i'orolllo•t of thea,. 

.. ~·- 149 

·; 
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lawa, ~ the cOillra.des give to the intarnntional.ism of -.,~he October leaC.ere. It 

wasntt Hegelian id.:mliaml 

Tho Russian stnte prust, if it is to ourvive, bring industrial prices to 

the level prev:.:.ilin.:; in ll.'~vanced inJusti.•ial cauntl·ios. Neither i:.he inventors o~ 

nsoc.l.alis:D in one country" nor the builders of e self-:.ufi'icirJnt era~.~.tz economy 

h!::.ve be on able t~ .• nor cullld poasibl~r,. succeed in tearing their res1·,ective count-

t·ii3S :JUt 'l-r: .i;:.;d vortex of world economy. And since ths ~.la:cxist law of ve.lue is 

still the basic regUlator of the nor lei. marl:.~t economy, neither the COIJissara in 

Russia nor t.ha li'i!Utene.nts in Get'!llany have been able to esca;?B being govern<~- by 

this l~r.. I11ternal compt ti tiQn ·had not abolished itseJ! when 1 t. turMd 'into.-mono-

poly o.nd tine law. o!' valuo still rules wbon ~·:tarnal competi ~ion takas :tha form. of 

tCita1 war,. 
!/ 

5• The creat.ion of surplus vW::la, or pt'oduction for 
tha sake of nroduction. (~ccum~o.tion) ,~ II ,,. 

Fitally, t!le absolute low and. compallln;;i motive of eapitaliet production 

is the production of surplus value. Lest v.n,ybody interpret tW:o only from the 

subjective point or vie\1 of the indiv~.:ual capitallat•e aearoh fer profits, '>iarx 

~rade it clear tl.at. just as use values are not to be o~nsidered the real aim of 

the capitalist •neither must the profit on a s~ngle transac-oion. The restJ,ess 

MVGl'-endint procoss of profit-moking o.lone is what he aims at.•(77) The course.· 
' 

o£ developwent or 6~~itolist 9roduotion n•cessit~tes a conntant increase in the 

nmom1t of c•;:d.tal expondituros for heavy industey, a constant. o.nd o.boolute increo.so 

in ccnstnnt cepitsl. "Competition mukes the imlcfUIQn~ l.uwo ol oajlitlilist Pl'uduo!J.ull 

t_o _bo felt 1:y aach in<l!vidual oo.pitl!.l 

(?7)9~pital.,I1 p.l70 (78.)Ibid1 p.649 

no e>."tarnal coercive lawa1
11wroto Marx,(78) 

. 1 r:::n . 
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"It compels him to keep constu.r,tly expanding his capttal in order to preservo 

it but to ex~end it he cannot exce;pt by ,til~ogresoive accumulation." Andtbia 

accumulation "is a law of caj;itali3t production im;poaed by inueasau.t reVolutions 

·in i.he methods of. pro6nction tha,..,selves,. the rem.Uting dek~reciation of existing 

c~;pital, ·the gener:ll compe·l;itive stru;;.:;:le and the necessity of improvi~ tho 

product aud exy~~ng Che sc~e o pr uc~1on, · v ~U4 ~' f od • · f--r· ths .,~,~a of self-"'•t"esenation 

nnd on penalty of fa~.lur"•n 

~ Since tb4 cn;pitc.l1st is morely capits.l personified, r.rote r.lorx, "it is 

·not values in use and its a~~entation that s;ur hin into action. Fanatically 

bent on making vnl.ue ex}larid it~eli't~ ~e ruthlessly forces the humnn ra~e to pro-

duce for production•c sake." 

(PerJoit me to divert from Russit:.u economy for a momaut t'r:: consider 
this much l:lughcd at nJ0 hnsonit:.nn ?hrnse, "production. for product!.o\11S sake" .. 
Rosa Luxem·ourg like\iiae took is~ue with thc.t nJohnsom.ann phrase ;-_only she 
attributed it to lls.rx. To prove 1-.er point sho not only 9uoted from ;tar;'' •bad 

but also froilJ T_heorJ..SHJ o.fJ~PW VsJ.ue. thu!3':. u1'hu whol~ time .'e 
th.s.t a comodi-=Gy sOia at. l.IIS VR.Lue. uompetJ. t'lon of 'JB.PJ. tt:tla t~as not 

~~~~~~o~hneitbar nere ·credit end the actual. stt'Ucturo;o~·<?i' societ;r wltl ch does z; ... t v; 
n coi:sist onJ.>· of workers arui industrial cap±.:~uatA and whore tho con- ' 

1 
, 

not coincide with tho prnclucers; the fi:,;t (the category of coj;; <"-f! 
part ia not, Vl%:eB) is hilre oono~deral]l,y broader 1:hen t ..•. , 

secondary pr_oducers: and tuere~t~re tr..a m.:,-,..b.ods of expenditure of ~ ts J 

income ahe of the latter brings about gz·ent m\Xlif'icati_ons in the 
economy 1 9artic\lla~ly _ill the .prooess of circul<i.tion. and reproduction- of ca'9i tal. r. 
Luxewbou••g then comcents.(79) ""ConsaquentJ.y,. even here when l'iarx speaks about 
•the actual structure of SaQioty! .he peys :m attention exclusively only to the 
part,ici:a;>a.nts in the ~cn~umption of surplus value and v:ilge:3, consequently .• only . 
to ,tho.~ str<Lta. clin;:in;: to the basic capitalist categories of produc­
tion• ,. whereupon she dra:;s this concluaion: ntlms there ia no aoub~ a·t all that 
Marx wished .to describe the process, of accumuhtion in e society exclusively of 
cap:Ltalists and worl:ors under thi. general and exclusive domination or the capital­
ist Jletbodc of production. But under theso circumstances hts formula dCIIl not per.: . 
mit·any ot~r interpretation than production for proC:uotion•a sake.•) · 

In Russia accumulati~n of cupltal, or as Marx called it, "actual capitalist 

production• (eo), follows the law of development in capitalist boos. The rapid 

strides mn.dt~ in the production of t.he ma:ms of production, which s;, fa!" outdistan"fl 

the tortoise pace of the production of &rticlos of conswoption, follows tho line 

of dovelop~•nt of tho capitnlist 10arket, Tint io to say, insofar aa m=s of 

production oxch•nc• for othor m••~• of production (oo;·
1 

th& producer of tractar 

b>.>ya steel, the Jlroduc~•· of steel buyo pia iron, etc, etc.) the rao.l.ioation of 

(79)Lw;embollrlla 
wtdor the 

./ 
i 

.. 
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th~ production and hence the development of th47 inter~ market fll'ocecds "indo-

' . pe'Jdently" of the grov:til of thG production of e.cticles of consum1ltion. ~.:ax 

n1ProQuction for the s~e oi production' is extended production o.ithout a ~orres-

!n..Jhlssia. 11But this contrs.diction is not a doctrine but a reili ty... It is 

y_•ecisely this exyansion of production vd.thout n corr~Sl>Ouding e:;=?ansion of con-

sum1)tion Hhich COl'"L'ti"S.f'Vnds to tl:~r:: h:Lstor·lc~ miecL: .. 'rJ of CE~pl tnlism und its social 

structu~e: the first consists in the development of the productive forces of so­

ciety; the second. excludes utili2.9.tion of this tecbnicr'.l co&~uest by the masc of 

populat.ion.u These t;1o :postulates of 13e.pitci.ist development was evident t_hruout 

our stu.dy of Russian economy and r.~:~re epitomized in the Statistical ." .. bstract TihicJJ, 

revealed the llUil1 total of production (1) in tb.i relatioi!,.-:tp of meanil of produc~ ;' 
~- L '-:,, ;-

; i 
tion to "'"""'" of coDsU,ption; anii (2),_in the simultaneous i.J;:sening of the ... condi~ 

tio!ls of the J>roletariat. The RnssiSn workers' standard of living, lot us not. 

forget, is GO% ~f TsaTiSt times nheraas 
. '·':! ,. 

the growth of heavy industry· is. some · 

160$ of Taarist times.* 

i 
~atenoa dat."='tmihes consciouoness. The slogan 11 to catch up am outdis-

world economy; who wlll ru:.:: over. -~06 ~ma't"ket? Therein lies the. secret far 
·t, 

the I'JOaDS or l>rodur.tion grc71ing at the oxpense of the me!Uls of CODSUn>j)tion. Therein 

·uas the reason for attomJ!tin,;; to bri11g ir.duritrial Ji>rices .~.o the level preva.ilillg 
I L 

in advanood industdal countries. Tberein lies tbe cause for the livii:g standards 

growing constant~ \'iorss, de.-ite tbe st<L~o's "desire• fox· the •stil.l better improve-,·· 

pendent of tho lllman rlll, avon t:talin's ':ill. Wlntaver tho idaae o£ the bureailc-

t·aw, tb1e courso of: <iovlopmont is forcod upon ! t br tbe course or world clova.Lop-
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ment of an exchR.nge econont]. That course w;;.u contf:nue so ·long as there is no 

revolutionacy chall;e of class rule uhich r:ould alter ·ohe relationship of the ap-

propriatiDG class to the direct producers and thus the whole lnw or motion of me-

and the worka;os have no sa.r ovor production plans or resulte,. cf how the su'I"plus 

value created by it s:OCll be used, the economy mus·;, :imDt of neces~ity conti1n1e 

to b9 th= kind where an ever.groat~r s~re of the surylus v~l~e is rei~asted in 

the means of production at the expense of the means o~ consumption, in constant 

· ca1-1ita.1 over variable, resulting in a high .;:!"~c.nic coropositiou o_f C&£~_t.al ;lith ac-

cumt.J.at,ion leading t~ wealth r..t one pole and poverty at the othe", The cheirnan. 

.. hen he declared thet the plan for 1941 "provides for a 12% increase ih' product- . 

~.yity- .:!.nd e:. 6.5% increase in averaga wE:ge per l'lorker.;.; This proportion b"etweEin 
' . ·.- . 

labor productivity and a~~rage wage f'urniohes o. bilsis far :t.orrering production 

costo and ir..aroashg oociiuist (I} accumulat.ion e.nd constitutes the moet,lmportant: 

condition ,for tho ra&J.ieo.tion of a ·O.:.gb rr.te of extended prcc!uction.n 

Is this bunt for surplus value necessitated by the •s .. olling .needs of tbs 

buraaucrucyn, as Sbachtmnn ~tts. it, or in order to "increase tho revenue, power 

and prestige of the bU>.•eallorac:r• ,· .. s Cartor pulls it1 Thlire is r.o doubt at all 

that a good part of thO surplua va\uo gotten out of tbe swe~t and:blood of the 

toiling m~osis'&~• for tU. luxuries or the ruling olaao, .But if ~• sto9 to ra-

~ondidar we omt uo~t tbr,t ·no matter bow grCnt. tho sha.re or tho means of consump-

tion the ruliru rilnoo abso1•bs, the ~ produotion of the•• oommiddit:lal ( and 

m""so• still tako tho lalllor sharo Rbao1utalY,tbough by no 10eans rolatively of 

153' . . - - n"i 

\' 
··~'if· 

·I 

/ 
' ' • 

-... . ' . . 
---'--~.,~~~ 

... ·- . 
-~. ;" . - - - '·-



!,·· 
r.:• 

Page 112 

couroe) •mmts to 59)1: of the ~ natiolllll. economy in Ruasia, l'thereas produc-

tion of the met:t.ns of prvduction accouuts for Gl% of the tette.l \L~lue of the national 

oconomy. I£ there is nnything new at <.!.ll in the old cupitalist drive for sur-

__ .. __ 

Vt:.J.I~O: t!ll.!..Cll i;.h6 foi-~ of pl·oC.uci.ion i"or product1onl$ sn~e, it is tll.9.t, 

like in LJ.l cul)italist lands, an ever greater ~rtion of the re.tione.J. income is 

sur~ i~ armament and production for production becomes production for roar. Ofi~ 

third of the t~.;aJ. budget in l94G--!l >:ent to cefe~e and a good portion o~~ \ 

\.,\fo carmot so i is ~ 
third that vient to hea:;y industry inc~.ua.as 'implemen~Of-IDil-i arization. '.,his 

,,r . ,, 

article does not cOncern itself · .... '.h the effects o-r: the pras{'nt war upon the ·eco-
\, 
,\ 

R\:?".aie.n' oconOilly up to.- th~; cut-. '<•. ' 
noLOy; our study is ::.ioitod to, a development of the 

break of war. What- a stady o£' the economy- :up to· the war di-d :Z..:oyeU r.as that :th~ 
I 

economy;, being an cxchar.ge econop.~y_ and e;.r.iating in the environment \1! tb ·a Wotld 
\' 

/ 

market, bed to bor. to the law 'of mo~ion or' c•jlitali,ct 
\~ .. -

society r.hich· :k·ad~ to the' 
. \ . 

\-\ . ' 

polnrizs.tion of \'leal.th. "Blri; what availeth lamentatit\n in tbB\r~.ce of ~~c~ssity.a ' ' 

III -BTALINIST RUSSIA IS A STATE Ci<PITi:LIST SOCIEJ,:Y 

l. State Capit~em 

\~ --

ldarx divided all clB.ss societi.e~ into thrll'9 acvnomic epocl"'.s: elavacy, 
· . .).· . 

feu~:.lio;;w, a.;..pit.aJ.iaru.., The many different combinations of slavery, feuddiam 

and capitalism and the vnriegated political regimes &>:isting wlde1• :ulf or thaoe 

economles malcos Lhe poll. tical tasks of tao p1'ol•ta'!'t"" vanguard none t.x> aasy. 
I' 

Nevertheless, the guide Marx,-L~!lin provided for us is not Onl)" iuvaluabl• but 

auffiaiant. Shuohtrn'<n nnd C:.l'tor, ho;;over, inoiut that tho Rue•i"" society is a 
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Mo.rx was a poli+.icel scientiot 51 not a prophet, but so profound was his 

ano.J.ysis of' the inhero;.1·t ls.r'S of' C:::LpitG.li~:~t development that he r.as able, in broad 

cut~inos, to predict the furtr~r dev~lopment of t~~t society; out of free competi-

·::.ion there ;;oul:i develop roonopt>l;r; 1Jlo.n QU~~ o£ pl~~.ule:J.,;ne~s; privata production 

\';oul( <ievelokl withont crmtrol of private "Jrope.rty. To u.nOerste.r.d the .illl signifi-

cnr..ce of thl::; scientific E.nL!.l~~sis is Lo u:!Oerct~~nd H!lssit.n statrJ: cupi·:.auan:.~ 

\~h:."'.t is prive.te r)rcduction \7ithout the control of privat'1 prCJifn·ty? Tt 

demands their socialization. The co.pitalie:t class, seeing the !andi.Titing on tlla 

wal.l, was meeting this dcma~d 11 nsg.atiVaJ.yr.,(8l)through tho fomatio~ of stock 

Comps.nie&, .among other ~hing~. , i'l.arx said t.r.at was the 11abolition bf csp.ita): as 

private prolO"'rty within the bouixlaries or capitali~t prod\\ction itse~;~./82) 

But the abolition or' capital •as private property• is not the abolition of capital 

ar:tl it is the e:r.lstence of. """ital r;hi¢)1 is the !otter u1>on tile liloitless (i;volop;. 

tllent' Or the producti"re fo1·ces. "The raal barrier of cr.pitaliat, production is 

'caoital. itself. It is the fact that capitc.l aud ita ce~f'-eJ..-panDion ap1Jlr us the . 

starting and closing point, ns the motive <lDd aim of prodt•ction; that producUon 

is merely production afor £laJElt~ and not viao vers&, the me~ns of production 

.,mere mc~'"l:l :f'or an oval' ux_yts.mllug aysiaim of, the lit'e ,proceao for the benefit of the 

society ·r produud~a.• (03) It is nacess ary to solve the contro.dictim not ln " 

try 'ho , 
negative ma~~er, ca the onpitali2ts ew~loy to/avoid their doom, but in a fositive 

~ -i ~ 
manner. i'he revolutionary, positive sqlution is th~ only eulution and '6•'e pr;:.le-

1, 
1', 

' tario.t the only olaa. oLan o..n employ it. 1'booret1cully wlxlt l!ar;>< alr.&ya posed 
ll 
't'· 

\' wna tho abolition of hhe oapit:Uiot modoi ot' produ~tion. 

\'· 

il l\ 
!llatory hno si<o'!!l tbat 

(Dl) Ibid,III, i>•S~lJ (SZ) Ibld, p.f.lS (63) ~' p.£92. &op!ll:si& in originnl 

~55 
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' 
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capitalist private property can be··d.bOlishad and the cupita.list modo of production 

can contin~.4 revolutionar)~ solution means a transformation of class relations~a. 

CapitaL, Marx teaches us in the three volume.s cf Capite.l, i~ not a thing but a 

social relation, !'laney or O\rn£.lrship of tlL mar~1s of production O.o not stc.mp man 

as a capitalist if there b~ r;anting the oorrelativ9 the wage worker, It is the 

:tru reletions,::J.~ betv:een wage lc.bor m1d c..-:pit::l th.:!t dctonninco the entira cha-

r~ctcr of tho r.:odo of i'roduction. Th:!t is -:.he Cl.'LIX o£ thts z::atter.. It is the a.omi-

nation of a class whi~h determines production, '.Che :form of it::; rule is subordi~te 

to its aim; priva·i;e property i& ·t.be "pre£errcdn form but to avoid .another class 

ruli~ produCtion, the cs.yi:i.;~liat. con~.:::~~;s 
\{" 
' 

to forugo tMt form for the "cOllect~-

ivistll form 'of :;-rope~·ty. The ..,...,rk:LD.g class mUst. tharefot•e .. h_5.:.~..:41 the lookout e.nd 

see that cooperatiw prodUction does not become n sMre l:>y ·baviq; it ·unde1• their 

own control. Soms memoers of the· ruJ.i~" class, lle.r:x: told the Genartil Council of 

the Interiiatior.&l, were beginf...i11g to "perceive the imrossibility of cont:&.nuing tlta 

prEl:ilent ff,;'stem" and have therefore "become the obtrusive_,ar.d i'ull-tnout"had ap"etles · 

ot COO]i>Bra:~ive production." n;i::r. odoper~.tlve pro~~ction is not 't~ reicd~ a. sjam 

a 
and/snnre; ll' it i3 to auperoede tbe capit<olist systell'; if Wlited cooperative so-

u:der their own control end put~{ng an end to the. c~nstant a•~rchy and periodical 
. . ::.,· 

convulsiona Vlhich are tha fatE.lity of cnpitaltst production, -whnt else·, gentle-

,, 
ment, ,;·:ld it but communism, 'possibla1 OOilllnuniom?• Ulli'ortunately, may fallen 

into this snare of Bp-oslled oooporativo production. 

This \1lll'ning ragnrdill(! 11 oooporat.1vs• produotien did not, noedloas to 

any 1uoan1 thnt Mlll'X who oo fully e>:poood the law or motion of capi tali't ooQiety 
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of fact, it vraa he \\ho had broad.endd thnt ~erst~r.ding of 11 ~:rivtrte ::,;•ropertyn. 

Long ba!ore the Paris Comn,une -o;l:<n he :!'irot <>nalyzed Hegel's conception of the 

divine right;:; of the atate - Uar>: h9.~ I•Titten that nA bureaucrncy posseo:::es the 

stu.te a;, ita 1Jrivc..+.e !Jroparty.n(B-1) The Stalinist bureAucracy ust;s tm por.er in. 

Russia \;.5 its private pro,Pe1·ty. 
,, 

Th!l Marx of the Civil \\"ar S.n France contr.::.sted thi::; fe.::.turr;; of bourgeois 

scciety to tho.t of the Coor.:u:r.e v;here ·nPubli:c functions cet!se to bo the private pro-

party of t:he tools of the Centro.l. Governm6nt. 11 It w.:.s pre:clseJ.y" this -thorough 

understP..ndi11g of' con-r.amporar~r soC:tti_ty ;'-"·t.}ie __ -;:f,:~·Til~~- · ~i~~.ysis of itet law of ~~tion, ,. 

that -eru:.Cl.::d MaT.x not. or.J.:r to :roi;Sseo but warn e.gainnt ii~ing taken in ~y a mere · ,. 

~barige; in f'orm of- rul.e ~ o~rship1 SPeCirical.ly1 of' th&: sta:.~l.rication Of 'the means 
__ .lL) 
. '-~~-,, 

of production. L1aten to the continuator o~ rr.a.~ in li book i:~ad by >!at'X before . 

its ptblicati()n• l:.ng& in }.nti~TJuhring* stroased that- the a'tatifi{:'~:don of the 
.' ' ' .. 

means of'_.flroduction -n~oes no~ deprive the_ productive force~· of th'3i'r' cbi:t .... ao_·ter as 

cnuital .. • The !'SJII LjJ. i&lq•1" lim st;ipxtlu !!f!Lahd hl!ftia modern state ,.iiatever 
.. ,; ' ,.. ,._:. . ' ~ , , .. ; . . I 

its ,;rorui;· is an esf;eniially ~af:i.talist m:1.chine; it io tha otate. of t.ru rr.pita.list~_ 

the id9al collective body of all capitalists. The t1ore .~rroductive forces it takes 
\ ... · :. . 

ov·er, the more it be~omao the 1~ea1 collective body of' all the ··Capitalist~, the 

rnore citizens_ -~t eXploits. The worker3 re!'llain \·:ago-earners, prol~tariuns_.. The 

capitaliat relationship is net abolished; it is rcther j:>uobed to c.n e:>ct.rome. But 

at this extreme it ·chaxl8es into its op,oaito. Stute ownerahip of the P' C.::11ctive 

forces ia not the aolution·oi' the conflict, but it conto.ir.a lvithin itself the 

formal melllls, the h:.ndle to the solution.• :o 

that 
The diffarontia speci:!'ioa. of oapitnli"t producOion iu not/th,; me .. u• of 

production are vrivo.te property -under :!'eudaliom lllld slo.vetl' thot•e was like~ 

;;-loe pr:Lvnto ,;roperty-but tbo.t it is .;c.u:Ual, 

(84)Critiqam of ljogglts S+,goe l!!!ih~s *;>p.5l~-3l5 . . ' 
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or EtJB:els Lenin said that he hca.d be3n able ''in a IIICUf.l':Jl'O to foresee t.ba 

p:oobleCJs of our ovm, the im£leriulist epoch. 11 , .• \'lben ,~.ev.in wrote that ho v:as re-

!erring to Enge/.et criticism of the drci"~J of lbutslcy 1a Erf'urt Progrnm::e in t;hicb 

th.:: r.ord,11lanJ.er::sneBt:J ·;:as USed in characterize carlitalism, ~els had ttritten: 

nr:hon we 1:itm £.:-om j;:..int-rftock compn..'1ics to trusts 1'hich control and moncpolise 

whole brnnchao of induotr·y ~- r~t only ;private: ~rod.uction comes to n.n oud at th!:.t 

point but !'lo.nlessness, 11 Leni:1 then cOJ:!);:-ents; IIHerc ":;e have whet is :o:JCEI't ~;;;;;t!:::.-

~ 
tial in the theo:-etical ap::,.-rcci.::.tion of th..s late::;t i:·ba::>e of' c.s.pit.alir.m, i.e, 

· imperi~ism, viz., that cepi.talism -bt~c.:>me !r!Onopoly c~pi'~iaJ:fem, Tl'...ia fact :mat be 

e~plnsized bec::.ust! tb.~ bourgeois ~eft:-r_miat vie·;r tW.t monopoly cs.pits.lism or stt\te-

JOlonopcly ca.:.)it&lisra is no lamar cc;;:-ituli:3m but c<.al e.lrcady b~ teri:ed 11stE".te 

SoCicl..ismll ,. or swathiug of the.t 'sort, is a very \~ides~ree.Q error .. " (85) 

,~n -~ hi:'i artiaie. in· the December 1940 issue of. tOO Ncr: Inter-

.. nationa1 MarX called the ·atate-ca:pita.lism of Russi~ preciaely that - st&te social-

isnl'. ,.l!e tried to mini.inize the .error of C!\,1.1.itt: ,that mons·l;rous societ.y- "eocialismn 

• 
bi specifying that lie me'ant 11bui-eauoratic statio sociaJ.ism" ... Carter from the first 

.-;:tuck to a r~e &f 11 s0illeth:i.ng of' ths.t soTtu by calling Russia hureRl.1Cl'Rt:i.c col.J.eot- .. 

ivirn~. Whether thei ter..n, )mri:!a.Uct'atio is used coinpliiDen:tc.rily, as Shachtms.n does, 

or as equally reactiona.Ty' rith capitalism, ·as Cc.rt.er doos, their theiocy_ of a new 

acci•~ order conflicts aharpl;r with the fundamental llarxist co11cept of what 

conatitut.es a clLl.CD nnd i';hat determin~s the st.J:.uCtu:-e of nn -:1conomy. Our fight 

with them ~·;o-ar tho tiaroe to be appliUd to describing RU;;;).3:i.a is not a polewio over 

wu1"6s; :l.t is a question of' diJf'ining the co1~~ent or economic structure ::nd movement 

0 1 ll'!l 'l'l~~l"~AiifYtiftliJiii. 
rind RqyoluM.an 
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J''•'' lipu;•w' ,. nm•est·~y 

Sho.:hctmun and Carter have bamed the \mge lubor in Russia alave(forced) labor, tba 

capital they call state propet•ty, and the agcni:is of the mode of productioil slaves 

and collectivist bureaucrats ~ they hl:'..ve fr,il~d to show r;het"ein tha mode of 

production ciifi'ers frou; that in cs.;italist ln..."'ld:; end horr its lu·;, of moion di!'.£"ars 

frOID thu.t of ·.:orld capitalism, \".e n;·ust remind tbcZJ that "The existence of' cJ..e.saea 

(86) 
i'l only bound U,k! Vrith particul.::.r historic ph::.cos in tha deva:!.(l2ment cf production.• 

Hh..:t is the pt.~.rticular itistoric ::base in the ci.ov~lopmont of ::uscin.n product~on that 

Ms r.alled forth a nevr class -:;.o rule? ~'ih:.t 'is the very heat"t of ~:arxist tee.chin&B 

ia th&.t it ici the ]t"OCCS& o!' 'OrcC.1!ctio1l :-.r.d the cl::.s:: t'elctic!'l::: correspondi.ng to 

it that determines th9 political s~perstructure o£ any class societ1• That, for 
,. __ :._ ' 

Marxists,· shou1d lik~v.'ise-- ap.kJly ·to B.DY:: exploitati-,.~o·· or.ier1 ~ven one cslled _bu.l'eauc -

ratio collectivism •. But our :;>I'otagonists ·of the bureaucratic colleciiviet s6ciety 

say that, in .the case o£ ·Russia_, politics ~-B e. deteninant factor of the cle.ss 

structure or' th:l.t aociety. .S:bachtm£>.n _and Ctu··~·er have tl::ru.s perverted a basic 

itoenent of Ma.i-xism 'not only ~ its P!lrticu~_ar application to capitalist society. 
' .,_ 

but al•o in the general dialactio application to ~ class Rocieties. They hav.e 

completait" departed £-rom the Marxisi·, m!.:.terialict method of approach. 

1. Poll tics nnd. Zconomics 

wbile 
, Com, Shechtman seyc: •The soc~l rule of the proletariat.j,unlike all 

preooding clnsocs1 is_ rtnd ~at r&mnin a propert,yleos claaa,~1ies in its political 

rule and c.m l:l.c only in its politico.l ':"llle.• L•nin on the other h:l.nd sRido 

nunder capitaliKm tbG ~rcaeta~i~t ~a nn o~pre~aed clasa~ a class depri~ad of 

s.ll ownorship in the mau.n:J ot })roduction; ~•a•::aaxc:t•:to•~x:h:a:la+J~'I'JXI"'"'tx• ••• Having ov~rthrOwn 

tile bou~eQiflia and oonquerali politicul. poYI't~r, ··tho 1lroleta.riat !u--.s bscor:c tho 

rulil\:1 cle.as; it holds the pow••· or tho ate.to,_.i::; has the Cir•pos.U. or the conns 
- (~J( 

or produotion, which ho.ve now becomo uooial,• Furtbaro •!lith the tranrition of 
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all: pov.-er -this time not only political und not aven mainly political but economb 

pawer, that i• por.or that effects the inOot ~eep-seated foundations of everyday 

ltuman existence-to a nt::\·; class ••• our :t:l::k:z:tx: tasks become more .::omplice.ted." (88) 

And a.;a.in ,ie are the or;J::.C~rs of .industry, we are the 0\',ners of gre.in, r.c o.re the 
(a::) 

onnors vf all Lhe wuaJ.t,h in tl;c coWl try." /Or_, "After :i. t l~c ceizo potte"t", the uork 

il\;clas~ maintains it, r~reserves :!.t a11Ci concolici.a.tt:.::.; it like very class by mcc.ns 

of a chnD,Ie in prOJiort;r reliltions.•(~O} 

CCT.i!Cal•ter says tha.t the mru:;.:er in •1hich the rulinc; clc.sz in 1'.Ut:i~ia is fO'L"'!led 

is determined 1zy' unon-econorz;ic, primr.ri.ly :o~oli tic.o::-.1 .factors. n t;owever, even in 

"purely" political revolutions where one clique of rulers-replucea anot~r-and the 

. . 
production relations romainaO. the ~amo (sll of nb:!.ch is not true in Russia), the 

c1.eterming fe,ctor in the ·lELst e.Il!lly;;ie of' t•,·ho .was .to rule vres r.ho ~d best~ the 
- ·~' ·~ 

.the economSo tycoons, tbat is, the Rroduction needs of·tba ~conomy.,Do Marxists 

repoat time and again that tba economic structure ':i.s t-he all-im~orlant foundatio11 

upo~ lihich the poll tical. suParstr~tcture rests merGly "for propegruuia"f"Every · 

pol! tical superstructure in tliD last annlyuls seZ.VEiG production· ::.r.d. in·~a last 

.analysio· is determine by the prr.<iuction relctions prevailing ~n tba given societ;r." 

At the root of both Comrades Shac!ltmants and curtorts illiatalces is the shift 

away.from economico. to politics. Tha opyo=i.te deviation, shii't from politics to 

economics, wes oo brilliiintly e.nalyoed by Bukhn>•in tint it npplies bare with equal 

force, •some sa;(: Novorthnleas thnre i~ n fUnctional division - politics 1~ ono 
(91) 

thi"",·::•c~_nomica nnothor ••• • Bukharin r.aa nddresoing the nt.h Congress of the R.C.t>, 

(88}Vol. 7, ii•5g7 (8$)Ibid, p.422 (90)Vol,a,p.~20 
1: 

(~l) The r~/mer is cautione<i ngain"t oonfuning Lonin 1s criticism of. Bukhnrin1s 
position at the ~Oth concross with ~~~rin's position at thi preceding 
congr~J;)a. At the 9th c:o~ross Ilukt.lll.rin w&a tho official 't"eporturoti thu 
trade union queotion a1ld upoka for the whole C,c. 

Cf. Minutes of 9th Col)1rass •. R.C,J':.,pp,250255. Ruasisn 
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11 To counterpose politics to economicS., "ls imposeible and theoretically le~do to an 

absurdity! If "" to.ke the epoch of state capitalism during a war, then even dthin 

the f'r-"l.Dlt~ or the bourgeois .sys telD o1: economy 1 economics and politics merge •• What 

"1'.-as the syetem of state capitalism~ It rj·as this, that the conomic ~zgnnizat.ions,., 

boUI'(;BO!il syndic~·.tfJ::; 1 trusts, tremendous unclert. \kin~; a, were subotdinr.ted to the 

bourrr~ois stato; "~Jhey bec:._-llE tho:· orgl!.!'l.lz!!.tir.m=. ·· _. thi:; bourgeoir. :.~tc. Tru, bour-

gcoia state used to ba tho chain dog of cc.pito".lst pt·operty, The ;::ploitution of the 

workers w::·.s Cllrrltld tb.~:Uf;h in the f'nctorit:.s. The statP. hc.d prn. .. tic~lly no produc-

tion economic i.'unctic·ns •• But during the time of ·;;ar t.hd bourgeois 3t~de wee forced 

to milit~rize the \":hole induatry 1 i.e. subo.rdiu--_tc it to its statG c.r.fl ihis atnte 

bcC:Wui;;; the collcut.ive capit.alist. The CP.1litelist stc..to itself .be.gllll torun 

industry, began ~irectly to ezecuto cconoiJic !"..mctior.s.~In the period of the die-

tatorshi;et or the proletari.:..t the s~JJe thin&" occurs11 .. The yeculis.rity:~ the prAsant 

epoch,_ th9 epoch of.:' the dictator-::~p of· tha p!'oletu.riP.t, one of its mf,jor. pe_culia-. 

ritl~-a, l:rpm -~k vie".'.})oint o1~- the ox·ianizatianal form, consists preci~ely in tJ:w 

fact til~~- o,;Conomics mar~_es \dt~_po~tics ~that state_ po~or_, formerJ,y _excl~sively"; 

a p~litical organ~ now becomes a most impcrtBJlt economic org:an ••• There ·are s_ome. 

th:tngs which are so·· &11-obligatory;.tbat they ar~ use.ful to every 'olns:-. .. 11 

It is such understendiro; of the intergo.tion of politico and eanomice that. 

Shechtman and Curter lack and •bus fail to apply in tho ~rosent dispute. Politics 

appears oi' ·iiranec~nd!Lnt impori;e.nca ~er ecqnomics only been use tlw -.PolitiCian· 
'• 

and boas are one, or 1•ather we are no_t_~_l;lJ~..li~ vrith a·politicinn_ of old_ but a nen-

one, one ~r:ho· executes economic functio1=1s", ma.na.ges industry,. Tota.lita:rian 

politics, of cours, brOJ.ks no op~;oaition eitl~r in Russia. or in Germtlll,.v, but we 

have vastly overestimetod th~ politic!ll tac:-or: :ts if it were inC.epf;;~.r. of- eco-

\ '. 

nomics. Tho m~cubro L!oscow Triuls were ntaaed not only to get rid o.• poli tioel 

.. 
opponents or "lV ons C!'pable <>f ollnllanging the to·oelit,.r:i.an rulo of 8t•.llin. They 

ware staged also in Or~~r to olaor the way for the consolid~tion of the new 

rulill(; oloss, whi~h ''"-G gottins impati•nt with th.. necesoity of slowly ini'iltn~. 

ing into the production procooa, Violenco was noaossary to complete tho countor-,o ... · · 
\ 
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rovolutional'"J" process of c~ed ;:.rod'Jction Talntions. 

In the study o1· th~ so~ial classea reveuleri by til6 populution census of 

l~i59 l'iO ha.ve seen that the politicians constituted but a soi:C.J. part oftbe already 

~mall top 11intelli;cntsia": facto1,y directors, sovkhoz and ko}.khoz pred.dents~ 

urr:Jj u.nd political chiefs,. all of v:hom constituted a mere .:~.os:t of the total po-

pulo.tion. To try to sabdiviae tr.e ''·PS% of ·~he popul«tion con.•ti tutiDG tho top 

ruling class into tho3c \"ho a:re pol.itici'ruls :.n6. those v!ho are the bosssand 

to Sl;'o.y t.ha:t. the 1£;. tter ·are S'J.Ueeze out of the M.U.ire clas:. "by non~mic; 
' 

pri,arily volitical" factors,as Carter says, reve.~'!:o bot.l; " i'~ilure to un5erstaud .1 

th9 i."1.tegre..tion of polit~.cs a..nd e.::ono:aics ~.:'.!1 ths' :!ctuo.l·: l;~,,nctioning d:ibe ·Ruas:t~ :: ·'_J 

.; .. 
Eve,} j ·/etta subordinate aspect of the typo of poople who ruia the ·. 

A.t the last P.,rty confe>:~ne25% or; the 
. l : 

., dslagatas tiG:'G ·o~...giuaoro. 'Thus engineers were nOt 11nierely0 _econO!!JiO lmea'but 

and see thfl face of -·::.,he intellig_ent~ia and sec whethe.is tha.t fusion of economic, 

and political functions '*'''""'~"""T"X is not the reality of tho sit>bn. 

' . . :.-::;> .... 

·"";_·)~::~ 
:,i' }~ 

~;:~i:~;~ 
., :·~· 
:.: .~--- ~~:~ . 

-'!:_~·,. 

r:;.-,; 
./ 

--·.;-;. 

" 

It ~::: bccnuse ClU"tcr baH bia c:,-""Cs glued ·on Dta.lin and tha var;j .to'O of t!! bt.Jreauora,,;;r ... · : - ., !' 

' 

Stalin, it is true,. could have no mora power if he declared hl.mself tlm1 

ovmer or !he ZtaliJJgred Tractor Worlts "'~iho.il now when he is •propertyless". But 

Stalin sees to it that Smatam.n, the factory .Jirecto~ oi' the i'nctory Skorokhod•,. 

ia parmitted into the party,:ad 'l:het iu he sees to it that the party sllatutes 

oraae oll distinotion•:of class orsl.n .the hotter to pormit the class ql<ij;.er to 
.. . 

·::·· ! 

irule. that party, sa8lng t.u it at tl~ aEr.IDa tlruo tha.t tho falltorr workar n~;it.bar 

in the faotoey nor in the par~r. "pX"Gon himssl£ of hiB :pro~~tarioii 
. -'· 
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m\Ult swe<Lt W1d .toil <Lnd 11 rospoct11 th• intelll,o;entsin. V7hat tho bureaucratic 

coll~;;ctj.vist:J fail to sho·~·• if; what a Ma.r.::d.st should hive set himself' us the ·:irat 

llow i;hey cifi'er fror~~ 

those in capi,.e.list land31 not by o.sserti.Jns, t:.ut throw;h a study o:f tlB economy. 

bureuucru\.i.c collecvjvisu. In f-.:.ct, hCI i;OE:.:::. c>1e batter; he rej~cts the idea that 

the order is equally re~ction~~!'J ~·1ith c:-..:'i·~t;J.l::;;ID. IUBta:td h~ sat:=:: "Burcaucr<!tic 

coll·~ctiTisc is part -an unfor!?seeu, Incm .relized, ra.:!.ction.!l.ry pert but a pz;.rt 

n~?Vertilele~s -9! ·:.!-~ collectivist epoch of !:n.m11.~n · hiotory. n To call Staliuist · 

RuSsia in which_ an inf'init.IJ'ssimal 2.05% of the- popnlati . .Jn constitute tte eZ"J.~loitBrs 

... ' . ·.- :·;-, '·' 
n·~~·~.'.,.,_ ,:.·; __ ._ . .. :_ .. :·.:J; .. -:..: . .. ·-- -----''· ·.- .: .. ;·., .•. ·:·;:·.---.~-.-

·;::.::thiit mt.:tans.l· a·oc,-aiiS.. . <illlziSI!Il is a pari< •a mongrelized, reati~,..,t-y P.•t 
_:·/~:::r~·-:,-;:~f/t:. · ·'·\_~··;._ }f!>;_ .. -~ ----:·.: ·. _: 

v:: ··:.-_;.; 

part neverthBless•'·.,.. of•sooialisml 
' . ' -_ ... ~ ;. " :- - - . : ~- -.: ... _., -~; 

-,··. 

!i:w.l.ly tt•ancfer the economic connict in 1\uasia and on 'i. """1ii:.~~~e ;,t.o tfu. P.~~~;;_. 
. c-. 

' 
of social conflict e.r.d it is there'·..-here the mo.it' ba~ic of all''.que·sticm will. be . ,. 

. ' . . -·-

decidfJd; WEIC!I CLASS l'ILL RULE l'RODUCTIOII. V/hen the class that doterufiea produc..:~· 

ti~n will be thP. direct' producers and. not the. appropriators of surplusl1bor, i 
/ 

! 
then wo rlll f'irst ho.ve "" economy 11hose :>otive force wi.ll not be the alf-"fl>a!Ulion 

-~ .. :./' .. 

of capital_ but. the sel£-o.ctivity of the workor; th& mo411s of prodU!Jtie, ~~ng~o 
../;:---- -. ~ "~; 

strippod cif tboir cheracte>' as 
-~ 

c<Lpital,•~ll.func~ion for the 

naedS. ~ taen will mald.nd ·rise t;, ·its full· s,tature, ·-- ' -- . . ... ; . - ----. 

· ... ·.'·. _.,;_·:' .. , ____ · . 

satis.f.'<Lctia .9~ ,!iJiman' : .. ' 
._ . .-.-
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