
214

inces of the Philippines 502,000,000 metric tons
and 60,000,000 tons, of coal. Gold and other
minerals are also available to the steam shovels
rf the gringos.

There are 8,354 manufacturing establish-
ments with a capital investment of $111,236,000,
and an annual production of $178,047,000.
Small, it is true, when compared with the United
States, but a promise of future development that
no careful investment banker or his agent in
Washington can overlook. Foreign trade for one
year in the Philippines reached over $250,000,-
000. This includes export of raw material to
the "United States and import of finished prod-
ucts from the American protector.

American Imperialism in the Philippines.
The Manila American chamber of commerce,

dominated by American capitalists, practically
controls the greater share of the country's busi-
ness. At the same time the only sentiment
against Philippine independence is engineered
by this same body.

The American interests in 'the Philippines,
such as Fassett, Orth of the Binding Twine
trust, the sugar interests, the tobacco interests
and the cocoanut oil interests, comprising at
most 700 Americans, are unanimous for United
States domination; and because their interests
coincide with the imperialist policy of their
homeland, any degree of independence is re-
fused.

Now that Hoover charges the British Gov-
ernment with conniving at limiting the world's
supply of rubber, the Philippines offer them-
selves to the United States as a possible rubber
plantation. The Chicago Tribune in an edito-
rial (Jan. 20,1926) said: "The government has
surveyed the Philippines and estimates that
70,000 tons of rubber per year can eventually
be produced there. . . . The Philippines would
'be a natural first choice. . . ." The only ob-
jection the Trib has' to the'Philippines is that
the Filipino has a habit of trying to protect
itself against American aggrandizement.

Recently, however, a bill was pushed thru the
legislature donating 250,000 acres of land for
experiments in rubber production. The avowed
object of the bills .is to pave the way for the
future investment of foreign capital in Philip-
pine rubber plantations; and the foreign capital
would be 100 per cent American.

The Filipino Proletariat
And what is the outlook for a labor supply in

the Philippines? True, the Filipinos have rev-
olutionary traditions; but, on the other hand,
American capital knows that the Filipinos have
been under Spanish domination for 300 years,
which is no mean proletarian apprenticeship.
Ninety per cent of the Filipinos are Christians.
What more could an employer of labor ask?
There were registered in the 1918 census 3,893,-
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544 laborers. The supply of labor is so plenti-
ful in the Philippines that 10,000 workers emi-
grated to the sugar plantations of Hawaii in
1924.

The docility of the organized labor move-
ment in the Philippines is exhibited by a resolu-
tion that was passed at the last convention of
Legionaires de Trabajo (the Philippine labor
fraternity):

"We declare publicly, solemnly that we recog-
nize the great privileges and blessings we are
now enjoying.is the work of the great American
nation and for this reason we are not only
loyal to her but also thankful for the valiant
protection she is affording our country. We pro-
test against the insinuation to the effect that
we are disloyal to the United States."

It sounds almost as if Brother Green had
written it.

Despite the fact that the "wide masses are
overwhelmingly against American rule, the
hope is that they can be held in check.

This is the economic aspect of the Philippine
question. Even with its tremendous resources
and its ability to absorb American commodities
(the Philippines being fifth in importance of
countries consuming American goods) the sur-
face has not been scratched. American capital
in its world scramble for markets and sources
of raw material surely is not ready to let slip
through its clutches so valuable" a prize as the
Philippines. Even a congressman knew as
much when he said:

"Why has President Coolidge turned a deaf
ear to the Filipinos' plea for early independ-
ence as conveyed in his letter to Speaker Ro-
jas? . . . Why is an army man (Wood)
opposed to the Philippine legislative branch of
government still kept in command of a peace-
ful people, ruling with a despotic hand and re-
peating his'disturbing record made in Cuba?

"The reason is not hard to find," It is "the
commercial, selfish and unwarranted control of
the Philippines by American business interests
here and in the islands that have subordinated
human rights to exploitation and dollar con-
trol."

There is not the slightest sentimental at-
tachment between the United States and the
Philippines. Not even the magic blanket, the
Monroe Doctrine, can cover Philippine domina-
tion. The control of the Islands is due to the
imperialist routine of American capitalism,
making itself secure in its present possessions
and reaching out its finger for more.
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The Big Stick in Latin-America—
Its Size and Cost

By Sam Darcy

TTHE march of American imperialism is so rapid
that a survey of its extent quickly falls out

of date. It used to be said that the sun never
sets on the British empire; today we must
change that to read that the sun never sets on
American investments—yet never are lands so
dark as when these same investments gain foot-
holds in them.

The Imperialist Big Stick in Latin-America,
Let your eyes run quickly over the map of

the western hemisphere—first to Cuba:
The United States has a very important naval

base in Cuba. Posts of marines, however, are
never confined to the coast, but are stationed
at any strategic point. The Cuban government
can make no loan nor dispose of any of its pos-
sessions without the consent of the U. S. Uncle
Sam is nowhere so much a Shylock as here. His
representative at Havana controls the execution
of the political and financial policies of the land
—policies which are determined by absentee
landlords and bankers h'ving in the United
States. ,

In Haiti there are about two thousand mar-
ines who helped American bankers to supervise
the "election" there. An American financial ad-
visor exercises complete control of its finances,
collects customs and makes loans- which the
U. S. government guarantees—thus assuring its
continued occupancy. The nation's constitu-
tion was here rewritten to permit the acquisi-
tion of land by U. S. corporations.

In Santo Domingo the United States landed
an army—without any declaration of war—dis-
missed the president and congress and for seven
years ruled by military decrees under the super-
vision of an American representative and two
thousand five hundred marines. In 1924 a prom-
ise was extracted from Wall Street that the mili-
tary governor would be retired—but his prom-
ise was not given until the Dominicans prom-
ised to allow the U. S. to collect the customs and
administer the finances of the country. Though
the promise was given the military governor re-
mains.

The great bourgeois hero, Theodore Roose-
velt, took Panama with an "agreement" that
disbanded the army of that country and pro-
vided that the U. S. could take over any addi-
tional territory it may deem fit for the protec-
tion of the canal. The cost of this alone in lives
and wealth could have balanced the budgets of
more than one of the hungering, nations of to-
day.

In Honduras the American minister and two
U. S. corporations are ruling the country. In
Nicaragua a U. S. admiral favorable as usual to
American bankers has confessed that at least
eighty per cent of the population are bitterly
antagonistic to his rule, and are continually on
the point of revolt.

In all these countries there are military forces
guaranteeing the investments of American capi-
tal. In Salvador, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Bo-
livia the U. S. has~~official representatives direct-
ing and controlling the finances of the countries.
And nowhere has it yet been recorded that from
this control Wall Street has not gained in profits
nor has it ever been recorded that the countries
involved have not lost in lives, wealth, freedom
and standard of living from such control.

Above we have listed eleven countries where
the United States officially controls the govern-
ments either by direct exertion of military power .
or the threat of military force.

In addition to these there are the other Latin-
American countries which are controlled by the
United States corporations thru the use of Na-
tional Governments that have become vassals
of Wall Street. In Guatemala, for example, the
United Fruit Company and other American
financial interests have secured control of the
railroads which have now become a part of the
International Railways of Central America, the
largest American railway enterprise outside of
the United States.

In Costa Rica after thirty years of peace,
American oil and fruit interests fomented a rev-
olution and have used this as an excuse to set
up a government which acts as broker for Amer-
ican capitalism.

In Mexico, United States capitalists own one-
third of the nation's total wealth of two-and-
one-half billion dollars. They own a major por-
tion of the land and seventy-three per cent of
the oil land. " -

Out of twenty Latin-American republics
eleven have then- financial polices directed by
official representatives of the American govern-
ment. Six of these agents have military forces
to insure the carrying out of their decrees.
Those countries not yet controlled directly by
official American representatives are being in-
filtrated by Wall Street investments. And it
will not be long before these countries will have
their finances controlled in the same manner as
the others.
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American Imperialism and Its European Rivals.
During the last few years, the United States

has been continually eliminating European cap-
italists from North and South American trade.
This is done by various methods. The first is
by a process that has become known as "fund-
ing," that is, combining together all the inter-
national obligations of the nation after which
one big loan is floated in the United States to
take, care of it all. The European creditors :are
then paid off and eliminated. The United States
government, of course, must then protect the
lives and property of its citizens within those
countries where the loan has been floated. Since;
the lives are rarely in danger, despite all the
propaganda about the "revolootin'" the U. S.
government sends in marines to protect the dol-
lars. This "funding" process has already been
worked successfully in about-half of the Latin-
American states. The Department of Com-
merce in a bulletin issued about a year ago,
makes the following very interesting comments:

"Our great interest in Latin-America is large-'
ly a growth of the last ten years. Yet our in-
vestments include $610,000,000 in public securi-
ties and $3,150,000,000 in industry."

Another method in the elimination of Europe
from North and South American markets is thru
arbitrations. The Swiss, British, Spanish and
French governments have in the past been
selected by Latin-America as arbitrators in the
disputes between and among the countries in-
volved. But the United States government is
now using its great power to eliminate all this.
The recent sending of military forces to insure
our state department's decision in the dispute
between Panama and Costa Rica is one illustra-
tion of this. The very recent sending of the
head of all our military forces, General Persh-
ing, to settle the dispute between Peru and Chile
in the Tacna and Arica affairs is another illus-
tration of this.

This incidentally helps to explain why the
U. S. government was-so loath to enter the
League of Nations. These small South Ameri-
can countries are all members of the League and
if the U. S. were also a member it would become
necessary for it to allow the League council to
settle disputes between small South American
countries. This would stop the elimination of
Europea ncountries from South American af-
fairs and would defeat the purposes of Ameri-
can imperialism. '

The third method of capturing South Ameri-
ca for Wall Street is that of sending naval "mis-

sions" to South American countries. The United
States today has missions in Peru and Brazil.
When Argentina protested against the sending of
these missions, saying, in the diplomatic lan-
guage of bourgeois governments, that it would
create "suspicions" in South America, the state
department arrogantly replied that in order to
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prevent this it would not play favorite with any
one but would send missions to all-countries
thereby eliminating jealousies among them!

The World Extent of American Imperialism,
The use of the big stick is not, of course, con-

fined to Latin America, but extends to the Philip-
pines—the largest U. S. colony, and into Europe
in the execution of the Dawes' Plan, into Asia
to insure Rockefeller's oil interests there—into
every part of the world where American invest-
ments have found their way—and this means
every important section of the globe.

. The Cost of Maintaining the Big Stick,'
Of course, it costs much to maintain this big

stick in good shape so that it is serviveable at
all times. In case of war—that is the purpose
of having a stick. . .
' Karl Liebknecht in the resolution he wrote on
the war says as follows: " The war is not only
the result of the policy of competitive arma-
ments which we have-always opposed; it is not
only the result of secret diplomacy, it is apt
only a Bonapartist undertaking directed against
the working class movement; it is, in its very
historical nature, imperialistic. It is imperial-
istic in its origin. It is imperalistic in its objects,
i. e., it pursues capitalist aims of expansion and
conquest." This can very well be applied to
what is happening today in the increase of
American investments in Latin-America.

Jacques Doriot shows in an article on the ef-
fects of imperialist war on the working youth
that the extraordinary increase during the war
in the diseases arising from poverty (tubercu-
losis, etc.), was most marked among the ex-
ploited youth. A German official statement has
shown that young men from 19 to 25 years suf-
fered 44 per cent of the total sum of mortal
losses of the war. In France the 1913, 1914,
1915 classes were almost without exception an-
nihilated; in England the conscription system
crushed the whole youth; in Belgium the age
limit for military service (about^ thirty years)
threw the whole burden of active service upon
a small stratum of young workers; while in the
United States, out of the hundred odd thousands
of workers killed in the war, the bulk was large-
ly young workers.

The toll of dead and wounded among the
American young workers who are now in the
army and navy and are victims of peace times
preparations for war is a warning sign of what
can be expected in the coming war. Senator
King of Utah, in an article in Current History
says in illustration of this point:

"In the last ten years the government has ex-
pended $150,000,000 for submarines. Practically
the whole of this money has gone into the hands
of private contractors who have delivered to the
government 120 submarines. At least ten of
these submarines, because of defective mechan-
ism, have gotten beyond the control of their crews
and have sunk, in most cases causing the death

"• \i
M A R C H , 1 9 2 6

of members of their crews. , , In 1924 ex-
plosions on the battleships Mississippi and the
Trenton alone caused the death of 60 men.'

The Extent of'American Militarism,

The facts concerning the deaths of those en-
gaged in military service are very difficult to
obtain, since it is to the interest of imperialism
to have the youth know of the cost they must
pay to make profits for Wall Street. Yet from
the one quotation above it can be seen that in
the practice maneuvers of the military forces
the toll of deaths run into large figures. The
government well knows that another war even
larger and more devastating than the World
War is inevitable and it is grooming the forces
of militarism very carefully for this purpose.
Much ink has been spilled in the jingo press con-
cerning the insufficiency of "our" air forces at
the present time. An investigation of the bud-
get appropriations brings some very remarkable
facts to light. The increase in appropriations
for the air service alone went from about one
million dollars to over one billion dollars in the
short space of four years, as follows:

1916 $ 1,300,000
1917 26,033,000
1918 685,000,000
1919 1,172,343,877

The outlays authorized by Congress for in-
crease in the navy, which cover new construc-
tion, have in the last ten years amounted to one
and one-half billion dollars. The total naval
appropriation for the last decade amounts to
$6,980,641,947.

In dollars alone the above figures will give a
slight glimpse of the gigantic cost of preparing
for new wars. The United States boasts that
it has a standing army only of some one hun-
dred and forty thousand men. This, of course,
does not include the navy and the marines,
ivhich are among the very largest in the world.
But it also fails to include a tremendous reserve
army that the U. S. is building among the civil-
ian population through Citizens' Military Train-
ing Camps, Reserve Officers' Training Corps,
War Colleges, etc., all of these but recent phe-
nomena in war preparation. So that if the
United States standing army itself has not in-
creased in very great proportions the militariza-
tion of the civilian population has really in-
creased the extent of militarism to an almost
"unbelievable degree.

Citizens' Military Training Camps really be-
gan as late as 1921. Since then they have in-
creased as follows: -

1921 ...10,681
1922 22,000
1923 25,000
1924 34,000
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The figures for 1925 are not as yet obtainable
but they undoubtedly show a tremendous in-
crease over 1924. General Pershing in an ar-
ticle which was syndicated throughout the bour-
geoisie press wrote, "The time is not far distant
when instead of training 25,000 young men we
will be training 100,000 each year."

Reserve Officers' Training Corps were organ-
ized under what is known as the National De-
fense Act, according to which the president is
authorized to appoint a reserve officer in any
public school having over 100 students. The
function of this officer to give military training
to the students in the school. Under the au-
thority of this act, 3,392 young army men were
made second lieutenants at the end of 1924 for
the purpose of administering this training. Dur-
ing the school year, 1924-1925, more than 226
educational institutions in the United States had
their students receive this training. The exact
number is extremely difficult to obtain. Two
hundred and twenty-six institutions maintained
units of the R. O. T. C. but the secretary of war
reports that many schools which do not officially
maintain units nevertheless give military train-
ing. Even without these the total number of
students taking military training during this
period runs to the number of 125,504. R. O. T. C.
units were instituted as late as 1916. There are
at least forty military schools alone. Every im-
portant college and almost every second rank
college has an R. 0. T. C. unit. The program of
militarization of the young workers is carried
on largely through the Citizens' Military Train-
ing Camps, while that of the young students
through the Reserve Officers' Training Corps.
Both these institutions are cheap and effective
means of training armies to serve as cannon-
fodder in the next war. The total number of
those young men being groomed for military
purposes totals to well over 500,000. This is a
very conservative estimate in view of the exist-
ence, in addition to the above, of the state militia
in most of the states, which can be turned into
federal units on a moment's notice.

The American government is carrying on an
extensive propaganda to show that the U. S.
S. R. is maintaining a large standing army, but

' when we take into consideration the various
forms of militarization in this country and work
out a proportion on the basis of population we
see that the United States has approximately
four men trained to bear arms to every one in
the first workers' republic. And this despite the
fact that Soviet Russia has an area to defend
many times that of the United States and has
the bourgeois governments of the whole world
plotting against it.

In 1924 and 1925 the appropriation for mili-
tary purposes totaled approximately 59 per cent
of the entire budget, while in 1926 the govern-
ment announces that appropriations for military

• (Continued on netst page)
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The Agricultural Situation
By Alfred Knutson

"DOURGEOIS politicians and statesmen have
always considered the farmers of very great

importance to them in the maintenance of the
system of capitalist exploitation. The farmer
is regularly paraded before the "public mind" as
a man possessing sound, conservative ideas and
who can be depended upon to do the "right"
thing in any situation where the interests of the
capitah'sts are threatened. Who has not heard
the politicians say, or seen the expression in the
capitalist press: "The farmers are among our
best citizens and we must come to their assist-
ance"? •

Bankers and businessmen miss no opportun-
ity to cultivate the friendship and the good will
of the farmers. At businessmen's luncheons,
grain and corn shows, county and state fairs,
and numerous other similar gatherings, the
farmer is usually invited to participate and to
take an active part. Special "farmers' days"
are staged at many of these "community gath-
erings," ostensibly for the purpose of entertain-
ing and "serving" the farmers but with the real
aim of extracting profits from the farmers and
thus enriching the capitalists.

Whenever the city industrial workers become
"unruly" and "unpatriotic" and are compelled
to resort to strikes and mass protests against
low wages and unsanitary living conditions and
threaten to take matters into their own hands
in order to do away with these evils, hope is ex-
pressed by the capitalist exploiters that the
farmers will come to the rescue and save their
system of exploitation. It is interesting as well
as quite instructive to note in this connection
that the Czarist counter-revolutionaries and the
capitalist governments of France, England and
the United States have always pinned then-
hopes on the "good sense" of the Russian farm-
ers in eventually "showing their teeth" by rising
against the "tyranny" of the Soviet government.
Needless to say the Russian farmers show no

such disposition.
This catering to the support and good will of

the farmers on the part of the capitalists is no
mere accident. It is a settled policy with them
and it helps them enormously' in maintaining
their system of exploitation. In practically
every country of the world today great efforts
are put forth by the capitalists and their gov-
ernments to get the support of the farmers in
the struggle with the "rebellious" city industrial
workers who are more and more challenging
the capitalist powers. The "good," "conserva-
tive" farmer is called upon to save the day for
the exploiters. But will he?

The General Situation,

During the last two decades, especially since
the close of the world war, it is apparent that
a great change has taken place in the attitude
of the farmers towards political and economic
questions, and none has 'been quicker to per-
ceive this than the capitalist who is now observ-
ed to be making extraordinary efforts to win
the farmer as an ally in propping up the' totter-
ing capitalist system.

The capitalists, however, are unable to save
the situation for themselves. In the countries
of Europe, outside Russia, the farming popula-
tion is being reduced to the state of serfs and
slaves through the increasing exploitation by
the capitah'sts and the landlords, and in the
colonial and semi-colonial countries, as for in-
stance, India, China and South America, capi-
talist imperialism is exerting greater and greater
pressure upon the farming masses, driving them
to revolt and rebellion and gradually forcing
them to seek an alliance with the city indus-
trial workers in whom they feel they have found
a powerful friend and ally.

In America tenancy and mortgaged farmers
are increasing, the farm debt is piling up ever
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purposes have increased to 80 per cent of the
entire budget. Simultaneously with these an-
nouncements come pious statements from the
war and state departments of attempts at world
disarmament and for the establishment of "eter-
nal peace." Military appropriations since the
World War have been on the increase, clearly
pointing to the fact that the government sees
as clearly as the Communists that we are head-
ed for another war.
The Youth in the Struggle Against Militarism.

It is inevitable that the youth will bear the
burden of the next war, even as they have borne
the burden of the last war. It therefore devolves

upon the youth to take upon itself the struggle
for preventing the next war, not by pacifist dec-
larations, but by Communist deeds. Of all the
existing youth ""organizations one only clearly
points the way—THE YOUNG WORKERS
(COMMUNIST) LEAGUE.

The time is rapidly approaching when the
American workers will take heed and exercise
the inalienable right of the masses recognized
by Lincoln in his first inaugural address, 1861,

wherein he says that "a people grown weary of
existing institutions may exercise then" consti-
tutional right to change or amend them or their
revolutionary right to dismember and overthrow
them."
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higher and higher, hundreds of thousands of
farmers are leaving then- farms every year be-
cause they are unable to make a living upon
the land. The standard of life of the American
farmer is falling fast. Farmers generally
throughout the country frankly state that they
see no hope of ever being able to pay then- debts,
then* main struggle at present being that of
paying interest and taxes, and even this is now
becoming impossible. Efforts of bankers, busi-
nessmen and farm leaders of the social-demo-
cratic type to relieve the bad economic situa-
tion which has arisen among the farmers, with-
out abolishing the capitalist system which is
responsible for the farmers' distress, have prov-
ed and will continue to prove futile.

In Soviet Russia alone there is an upward
trend. Here the farmers have gotten rid of
their exploiters, the capitalists, and are building
a new future for themselves and their families.
Despite the great destruction of the imperialist
and civil wars and the ignorance and slavery
inherited from the ezarist regime they are forg-
ing ahead culturally and economically. All this
talk about revolts of these farmers against the
Soviet government, concerning which we hear
so much in America and other countries, is of
course absolutely nonsensical. While in Eu-
rope last year I traveled over 2000 miles in the
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farming territory of the Soviet Union, saw the
Russian farmers at work in the fields and I
know that they are steadily increasing then" eco-
nomic well-being and loyally supporting the
Soviet government. Why shouldn't they? It
is their government and it fights for their in-
terests!

Significant Tendencies.
The farmers learn by experience. More and

more they are trying to understand just what
are the causes for the conditions under which
they now suffer; more and more are they roll-
ing over in their minds how they can find a
way out of the dilemma in which the capi-
talist system has placed them, and now they
have come to the conclusion that the cause for
their misfortune is due to the extortions they
are subjected to by the "Big Interests," "Big
Business," as represented by speculators in
food products, great grain combines, and banks.
It is true that they are yet somewhat hazy about
their understanding of the capitalist forces
which are exploiting them, but, nevertheless,
their antagonism towards the capitalist interests
mentioned above is unmistakable.

It, is also noticeable, especially in the older
countries, that the farmer is becoming con-
scious of the fact that he does not represent
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