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WHETHER or nof Southern Rhodesna is mvnfed to the conference of Com-.
" monwealth Premiers on July 8-15, the British Government will still be

1964

faced with a serious dilemma. Either it gives in fo the pressure of the white
- settler minority led by Mr. lan Smith, the new-Premier, or. it must accede to

- the growing- demand for human and democra‘hc rlgh’rs 'For the African majo-

rity. There is no other alternative.
 If it takes the first course it is-bcund 1o lead
‘to moré violence and bloodshed in Southern Rho-,
_desia. The independent ‘African states will be forc-
ed info more drastic measures of: sclidarity. The

... United Nations will have to face the challenge of

T translating words into action. And the British peo-
, ple will have to'bear the consequences of another

“trouble spot” as a result: of -the Tory ah‘emprL 1'0~

) re51s’r Africa’s march to freedom.

. Sir ‘Alec Douglas~Home
~ would. .like to give ‘inde-
pendence” to. ‘the. white

- settler minority, but hesi- | ..
tates to do so because it |

‘would’ arouse great opposi- |
- tion in Britain,”worsen the }
existing relations with the |
 independent African states, | :
. weaken the links within the

- Commonwealth, and iso-
. late - Britain even more
within the "United Nations.

. On the other hand - the
+* Tories - are - flatly -opposed
t> African. .majority rule.
: They have -close. economic
~and political links with the

. white settler minority, and,

- fear that African majority

will have repercussi®hs in
South Africa, and will
stimulate - still farther the

- struggle -against the apar- 1

theid system.

‘The tug-of-war over the.
“right”. of -Southérn Rho-.
desia “to "attend the confe-"
"~ rence of Commonwealth”

‘- Premiers is -a  rehearsal - of

the real- battle to come.
- .Strong opposition to this

has already been expressed :
‘Nkrumah

by - President
- (Ghana), Kenneth ‘Kaunda.
. (Northern Rhodesia), Oscar
.. Kambona (Tanganyika),

and  President - Nehru

‘(India); ~and 'more " protests |

‘are likely to pour in before
the conference. B

"~ Even. faced with the T most
- violent repressive measures
~ the African majorty in
- Rhodesia ~ are
- most modest in- their imme-
diate demands.. Though
~Joshua Nkomo and other,

" Jeaders of the Zimbabwe |-
" African  People’s

Union
- (ZAPU) have been arrest-
ed and placed in detention,
‘they are anxious -to reach
a settlement by negotiation.
In a press statement issued

in -London on April 17,

~ ‘Mr. George Nyandoro, Se-

certary - General of ZAPU .

.made the following de-
‘mands of the British Gov-
ernment :
l  Suspend
the Constitution . of
-the Colony. .
2. Order ‘the release of
Joshua Nkomo  -and

all other-political prz- ’
‘|- thern .. Rhodesian -

" ment.

i soners.
- 3. Appoint an Executzve

. pendmg the ca!lmg of

desla ’

-QOctober

zmmedzately‘_

- a Constztutzonal Con-.

ference..

i J4. Make- avazlable units

of the Brmsh forces
for emergency action
“‘against -any attempted
. “act ©Of treason by the
| white minority Smith
Government  against
the Crown

Unless -the British - G0v-
ernment gives serious con-

sideration to these propo-

sals -there is imminent dan-
ger of more- violent clashes
taking place in Southern
Rhodesia. -

“Never was' the situation-
more - serious.  With ' the .
winning * of independence
under African majority .rule
for Nyasaland in July 1964
and Northern. Rhodesja in
1964, . Southern
Rhodesia (apart from South
Africa) will be the “last.

ditch” of white settler mi- |

nority rule.- Even - while

holding the post of Deputy |

Premier to Mr. Winston
Field - (who resigned . in
April), Mr. Ian Smith  was
threatening drastie actton

“We nght be, driven: into

«. position where we have
to resort to action which
we would be very reluctant
e take »

" A KEY BASE" -

Br1t1sh m111tary strategy
is also centred -on Southern .
Rhodesia as a: key- base for
action elsewhere, in Africa.

An editorial” in- the “Daily

Telegraph” on November
7, 1963 pomted out 'that
© . in future mzlttary

Security  dffecting  the
three British High Com-
mission  Territories: - of

Bechuanaland, Swaziland
and - Basutoland -, will- be
more convenzen?ly ‘man-
aged from Southem Rho-
desm :

Tory strategy is--to hold. |
Southern Rhodesia as a
bastion of ~white minority
rule, at Jleast for the :next
five - years. The Sandys-
‘Whitehead constitution- of
December 1961 went no
furthér than the provision

of 15 African seats out of |
a total of 75 in the South-.

Parha-
In -the -December
1962 elections only 3,000

R

Africans

Atrrcans voted, as agamst
72,000 Europeans— though
outnumbered
Europeans by twelve
one! o

Smce the 1962 elections
the European minority has
been able to hold its posi-

-tion only- by the enforce-

ment of the' most vicious:
forms of repression against
the African majority. Dur:
ing the past year no less
than eight securlty” Bills
have been passed into law;

the latest being early last

month when- the: period of
“arbitrary. detention”’ (with-
out charge or trial) was

extended from three: . to
‘twelve months. T
Y _ ¥

;REPRESSION AGAINST

: AFRICANS

In the past four months
45 Africans have been shot

dead by armed police. ‘In

“one - week in - April. over

300 Africans were arrest-
ed. among them were. 60
women carrying babies on
their backs. On -April 28,
105 African women were
fined £20 each or the alter-
native of three months in’

to

]Idlrns (Cox | u

then alleged

prison, to:
1o disperse in

refusal:

a demonstration protesting’
against the banishment of-

Joshua - Nkomo. Joshua
Nkomo, leader ‘of the Zim-
babwe = African  People’s

Union (ZAPU); had ‘been

-arrested and sent to ‘deten-
tion in a remote northern

région. - Also arrested were
Josiah Chinamano - (found-

-er of the Highfield Com-

munity School- for African

children), ‘and his- “wife
Ruth and other ZAPU
leaders.

Even - Garfield Todd a

former white: Premier, de-
clared towards the end of

arc

that = Africans - are
-in

April
“ .. . only kept

now

check by the. physical -fear .

of dogs, tear-gas, rzﬂe fire

‘and imprisonment.’
None of these repressive | --

measures have solved. the
problem for the white
settler minority. “Since the
December. 1962
there -have been , three
Prime Ministers and three
Cabinets.:

The new Prlme Mlmster
is backed by the ‘most die-
hard “elements among the
white settlerswthose who

elections .

| countries;
Parties in all countries? and»

' plane

-are determlned 10 declare

mdependence for the white
settler minority by hook -or
crook. They refuse to con-
sider even the slightest con-
cession. to - African 'demo-
cratic rights, and Mr. Smith
hax himself - declared “that
he cannot conceive of Afrj-

can - majority rule for the .

next .thirty "years !
Meanwhile, Southern

'Rhodesla is faced with se-

rious internal problems and
growing international oppo-
sition. ~ African _unemploy-
ment is . increasing. - More
than- 1,000 Europeans leave

each month, mostly for_

South Africa: And .
estimated that this year the

Budget deficit will be roundl '

£53 million

- CONDEMNED BY ALL

“international
the. = white ‘settler
minority - government is
condemned by ‘all .the in-
dependent
and ~Africa;

the

'On ‘the

Commumst

many socialist- parties, in-
cluding the. British Labour
Party,,» In the United Na-

‘ral,

states” of Asia’.
the socialist .

tions the 58-nation . Afro-.
Asian - group put strong
pressure to -act ‘upon U,
Thant, the SecretaryGene-'
who .transmitted. their
request at the end of April,
to end the restrlctlon of Mr
Joshua Nkomo -~ : ¢

‘In Southern Rhodes1d
there are sharp divisions on-
tactics (though not on prin-
ciples), ‘within the ranks of
the white settler minority.
The Rhodesian Front,
headed by Mr. lan :Smith,
has 35 seats out of 65. It
is known' that the former .
Premier,: -Mr. - Winston
Field, would vote ' against
precipitate action,-and per-
haps one or two others. If-
only three members ‘of the
Rhodesian Front ‘‘¢érossed.
the floor”; Mr. Smlth would

| 'A be defeated

_ .However,

_ Parliamem s
in ‘recess, so Mr. Smith is:
not faced with this chal-
lenge. - Hé became ' Primie’

__M1n1ster four days after
‘Parhament rose, and it" is

not due to-meet again until
the end of July. Meanwhile
the, . divisions within . the

' Rhodesian Front | (together

stable

with. the opposition of the

Rnodesran Natlonal Party
led by Sir ‘Edgar - White- .

head), make the position of -

Mr. - Smith extremely un-

\IN\ THE WINGS

I‘here is a strong rumour '

_-that Sir Roy. Welensky is - .
“‘waiting in the wings™ to

take over the post of Pre-
mier. It is-believed thai ‘he
will rally ‘all sections of the -
white seftlers and advance

the ﬁght . for “indepen- :-
dence’” .under minority '
‘rule. . '

- This situation is-a serious’
ckallenge to
movement in Britain. .If it

‘allows. the Tories to con- ' :
-cede. this- ‘demand. it will = .

alienate all the independent
states in  Africa.. , When
Harold Wilson raises the
matter -in the House of:-

Commons, it will not- bé,t'_"'

enough- to rely on. legalistic
arguments What is needed -

is a mighty solidarity cam-

paign from. one end- of .
Britain to.the other in sup- -
port of the.heroic African_:

-struggle for freedom and‘

democracy _ in_ - Southern
Rhodes1a AR

BOOK REVIEW

by-

Michae] Harme‘] |

THE dismal British record

at - the United Nations

and elsewhere - regarding

| South - Africa -is at sharp

variance: with the strong”]
repugnance felt towards
apartheid by the great ma-

fority of British people.

The reason for this must be
sought in the heavy vested
interests held by some of
the most influential ' firms
and individuals
and South Africa. -

They want to maintain’
the big profits on their

South :African investments, -

Since the essence of the
‘apartheid system is precise-
Iy the perpetuation of the
cheap labour—high profits
situation, this makes British
and other overseas investers
not only supporters but also
collaborators in Verwoerd’s
cnmmal Nazi teglme

in Britain

' “Overseas 1nvestment isa’
partner in _collaboration.
Not only is Britain Seuth

Africa’s main trading part-

ner, but of some £I, 500

vested .

~ The great . merit of this’
‘new publication issued by

‘million forelgn capital in-.
in- South Africa.

nearly £1,000 million " is:
~British (and  £300." million |
Amerlcan) ” ‘

the Anti-Apartheid Move-

ment is that it carefully
documents this central

cable sources.

subsidiaries in South Africa

—quite apart from: the

1 enormous British stake in
the gold, uranium and dia--

‘theme with facts, . figures .
.and quotations from impec- .
: “Some - 333
- British - companies are list-
-ed as having associates or

mond m1n1ng 1ndustry In,

BOOK REVIEW

by

Jack Woddfs :

DORIS Lessmg spent'
twenty -five years of her-

| tife -in Southern Rhodesia,
for the most part om a | can betrue yet it-is prob-

¢ .
.justice,

and . always
.same brand of it, can be
‘limiting”. In one sense this

, 'the '

.industries™

The Collaborators

both Vcrwoerd s

to implement the infamous

“Bantustan” fraud, and in-

* industries,
are . in

staterun
British -~ firms

partnership with the apar--
-theid government  in
plans to implement its op--
| pressive policies. -

‘LCIL is 'in partnershlp

with “the -huge De - Beers
|.diam.o.nd  monopoly—

part of the Oppenheimer
empire in African
Explosives - and
cal-Industries Ltd. which in
addition ‘to its -other profit-

.able activities -.is - building

three ammunition plants for
the - government to  help

Verwoerd shoot down the
- African’ patriots. :

The authors turn the- spot-

light on to: the South Afri- 1
‘can: Foundauon a body of'

“border
plan, designed

London committee of th1s
its |
“dustrialists with far-reach-

nomic life, -in.the House of

Chemi- -

"the traders*who buy from
-and 'sell to South Africa—

big busmessmen and others
desrgned to preserve “the
West European way of life
and ideals” in Africa. The-

sinister orgamsatlon in-
cludes a number of senior_
British ' financiers and in-~

ing-influence in British eco-

Commons and the House
ol Lords..

These men are named m
this valuable booklet, and.
their interests' in apartheid’

identified. . The British- armssy- -
‘movement ‘must isolate, ex-

industry, with contracts for
£90 million from Verwoerd,

all these form a.part of the
powerful submerged “South
Africa Lobby” in Britain,
whose influence is responsi-

‘culable: harm
- with the whole of - Africa )
and the rest of the world’ o E

ble for the traglc pohcy

(by Rosa]ynde Ams]ze & Dorothy Robmson)

which ' this country is .fol-

lowing of subotagtng and'_ :

hampering international ac- .
tion against aparthead at

ev\eryTtum il S
- This pohcy is. not- only a

stab in the back for South

Africa’s freedom fighters. It -
'is also diametrically oppos-

ed to the interésts of . the

British people. .doing incal- - .
to relations

well..

The Bl’ltlah Labou.

pose and defeat Verwoerd’s
collaborators in: this coun-

“try. This publication furni- - ;

shes invaluuzble ammum-

tion for, ‘this task, which is

already’ a major issue in
world and in’ British poh-
ttcs

Atrlcan Stones
[by Dons Lessmg)

i

'.essence by therr unnatural

-relauonshlps with the Afri-

.can people who are.forced

subjectlon the

into _as

hberals the attempt 0
help 1nd1v1dual cases while"
leaving the wholé rotten
system unaffected, far from

AV I, N e e 7

| that oppresses another ¢an- |
not itself be free,” ~warned
Marx. This is demonstrated -

-in ‘the series' of portraits of -

LR N

e, v e
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the Labour






