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ALMOST to the last mmute beﬂfore Zambia's independence the British S oufh

Africa Company held out desparately to extract the maximum sum as compen-
* $ion" for’'being deprived of its copper royalties. The - determination of . Presnden'l
- Kaunda and the Zambia Cabinet, fogether with the election defeat of the Tories in

En!bam. made it difficult for the company to s‘hck 'l'o its ongmel demands. _

The company's- demands for £20 million compensa-
were _gradually forced downwards—first to £18,

: mﬁnlhon then to £15 million, fhen fo£12 rmlldon The Ia-l-est :

estlmga‘re was £5 mllhon

Zambla offered a token

- payment of £2 million to buy.
alleged .
elaim o, royalties and declared -

out  thé company’s

~ that it "was the responsibility
" of the British- Government to

- §ind. the remainder. The Tory

. Government - refused to pay
~ anything, but promised

. with. the- company . for the

transfer of mineral royaItles :

before  Independence Day”.

Lord Dilhorne,
Chancellor, put.the Tory views
in blunt terms in his talks:
- 'with . Mr.
Zambia’s - Finance Minister,
early in October: - -

“The Brttzsh Govern-
ment . stropgly
.. the allegation of misconduct
" on the part of former Bri-.
tish Governments, and re-

jected the suggestion that it

was their  responsibility to -

- provide - compensatzon for
: ‘the company

~ On the eve of Tridependence’
Day the Labour Government

entirely changed the situation .-

- by agreeing to pay £2 million,

. thus making & total of £4 mil-

lion as. compensatlon for
" ‘the B.S.A C’s., alleged ‘mineral
nghts in Zambia. Thus ends
‘{one dspect of a process of
tobbery which has enabled

‘the' BS:AC., to grab - £130 -

" million ‘in . mmeral[ royalties,
and was expecting to. receive
over £200 million more up to
1986 - / .

HOW THE ROBBERY
STAR'IED P

l

The qrigin and record of
_the BSAC., is onme which

needs to be known and under- -

~ stood by all Africans. For al-

_ though
“rights” in Zambia are ended,

~ the BIS.A.C. still goes on with .

its exploitation, in| Zambia,
-Rhodesia, Congo, South Afri-
€a and elsewhere. When white
settler minority rule is ended
in Rhodesia and it becomes

-Zimbabwe, under African ma-

- jority rule, the battle to end
its domination wﬂl be even
éharper N

For 75 years the. BS,AC

lias been an mstrument« of

British imperjalism |in. South-
ern . Africa. Created by Cecil
Rhodes,
builder (from whom Rhodesia
derived “its namae), rt acquired
- its royal charter from Queen

Victoria in October, 1889, and -

. has - since been commonly
- known as the’Chater 1t virtual-

- Jy ruled Nyasaland (now Mala-
a British -

wi), until it b
“protectorate” in 1891. It was
- the governing body in Southern
" Rhodesia ‘until the |formation
_ of the first Legislative Council

in 1903, and was stﬂl the main .

political mﬂuenoe until it be-
came a “self-governing” colo-
By in 1923. It ruled Northern

' Rhodesia (now Zambia) for.

34 years, until it became a
- British “protectorate” in 1924.

. British - official hrstory has
always dope its utmost to hide -

~its shameful orxgm} behind. a'
_curtain of glamour and adven-
ture Charter’s ms;gma depict-
" ting African animals and ships
" failing .the ocean, has the
ofto: - “J ustice, Freedom

|

BULAWAYO l The year
is 1888. The leadzng figures
ir- what is to prove a me-

' morable meeting hre face to

face. On an . old brandy

. casessits Lobengula Kzng of
' t}ze Mta‘am oppm
i5 = Cligries = Ew?nd M

g r-,wkkgsssme t]o Wﬂdee °£

e

“to
" help to -secure an- agreement’

the Lord . =

A. 'N. L. Wina,

repudiated -

its mmeral royalty

. plained: -

-the- great * Empire -

the Ki'ng to sign a conces-
“ sion . allowing - an English

. kingdom. After a suitable
‘display - of -regal intransi-
gence, Lobengula
signed and the way is open
for Cecil - Rhodes and the

“‘British South Africa Com-_

. .pany to develop the terri-

_tory which today forms
. Southern Rhodesia.” -

" SORDID HISTORY

" The real story_.is the most .

sordid episode in . imperialist
expansion. Thé Rev. J. S.
Mofifat, a British missionary
in whom Lobengula had great:
trust, advised him to put his
mark on a letter, in which he
agreed not to to cede any of
his territory without the con--

sent of the British . Govern-’

ment. Lobengula had no inten-

tion of signing any part of his .
. territory to anyone, and there-
- fore saw no harm in the letter.
But :this became the original :

document used . by' Cecil
Rhodes to establish .claim to -
the territory !.

That:vyas in ,February 1888..

In October, three agents, of

“Cecil Rhodes (Charles Dunnel’
"Rudd, F. R. Thompson and .

R. Macguire—a British M: P),
persuaded Lobengula to. sign
another document, in return
for which Cecil Rhodes would
provide him with 1,000 rifles,

100- rounds of ammunition, a

steamboat to sail on the Zam-
besi, gnd a pension of £100

Capetown and: Cecil’ “Rhodés
rushed off with it to "Queen
Victoria at Balmoral House

in London.
In Matabeleland the terri-

tory ruled by Lobengula, there

was consternation, for the ru-

mour spread that .the King
had ceded his peoples right to

. the land, which he-had no po-

wer to do without ‘the agree-
ment of his counsellors. Lo-

‘bengula sent a letter to Queen

X~

Victoria in . wh1ch he

“Some time ago a party - . .

of  men came . into - my

country, the prznczpal one
".appearing. to be -a. man .
called Rudd.. They asked
_ me for aplace to dzg for

gold .and they said’ they -
“would give .
things for the right to do so.

1 told them to bring what
they would give me and I
would show them what I
~would give. A doctiment

" was written and. presented
to me for signature. 1 ask-
ed what it contained, and
“was .toid that in it were my
_words .and the words’ of
.those men. I put 'my hand
to it.. About. three months
afterwards - I heard -from

Other sources. that 1 had
giveni. by that document. the

right to all the minerals of
‘my country (Apl.'ll 23
- 1889).

king’s land. The: ‘British” Gov,
“ernmcat of ‘the dt“l?l’n sent - in
troops, and: - wi

. monkhs - (Sepeember '1890) .Sa: -
~ lisbery, the present capital of .

" Southiern Rhibdesia was-found--.

ed. When- I_obengula was told -
that British «Geps'had crossed

the - border, - it “is* DO - ‘wonder- -
that he. made the batter com: -
. ment that AE whzte men are-

liars™." -

For  the nest three years a
-ratmss wat of extermination
inst ‘the people

o W

company "to work ‘all the -
metals and: materials’ in his.

“duly-

' Tittle,

.me certazn'..

-.three

: nerghbourmg territory of Ma-.

shonaland.. Lobengula was
" killed at-the end of 1893, but
".the looting ‘of his land and’
cattle, and the murder (ln‘r his-
people went on.

LAND ROBBERY

From the outset the Charter
Company made . gigantic pro-
fits- from lies and: decgit. - Its
ill-gotten. gams were won by
the extermination of thou-
sands of Africans. forced Ia-
bour, land robbery and- rac-
keteering. True, the Company
- discovered little gold but in_
its first five years its £1 shares
" went up from £1 in 1890 to
£9. 10s. in 1895. Every sol--
dier engaged in a new expedi-
tion against the - Africans = in
1893 ~ was - promised " nine
square miles of land and 20-
- gold claims. The lpot acquired
was divided equally between :
the soldiers and -the Company.
By the end of January, 1895,
‘more than 900 “farm rights”
were ‘issued, and nearly 10,000
gold claims regrstered

True, there were long legal
battles against this robbery.
As early as 1908, the white
settlers. contested the ‘cldims.
. of-the- Company. The Legis- -
lative . Council in  Southern’
Rhodesia (which had come
into being in 1903) decided in’
1914 that the ownership of
“unalienated” land was " not.
:vested in the Company as its -
private - property,” but as a
“trust” held by the Company,
which was the only governing -
body before setting- up the
Legisldtive Council .. It: was not
-until :1920 that- the  British
Government settled . the mat-
ter (to ‘the advantage of the
.Europeans) -when an Order-

- a ymonth.: The ‘moment -it :-was: ~ in. -Council 'set-aside 22:#illion
‘signed- Charles' Rudd - dashed
* off with-it.to. Cecil Rhodes, in

‘acres as . “native reservés”; 31
" million acres under, European
ownership, "and 43 “millions
for “future allocat1on” '

Even today the situation is
different. - New le-
gislation' between 1950 .and
1953  allocated . 48,700,000
‘acres ‘of land (more than half
the ‘total of 96,600,000 acres)
-to European “ownership,
though the Europeans are less

than ten per cent of the Afri- .

can population. Only
36,600,000 acres are assigned
‘to the Africans, more ' than’
half of wh1ch -are in the “na-
tlve reserves”. ,

_NEW mEAcrmnY
* Within two weeks of the
Company - getting - its royal

charter it had extended nor«th-
wards in its search for “con-

cessions”. It sent Frank Loch--
. tion Corporatlon,
Union Corporatlon Limited— -

ner, -a captain in the Bechua-
naland Police, as its: repre-
sentative for talks with Le-
‘wanika, Paramount’ Chief of -
Barotseland Lewanika had"
already given' a concession
to a MEr. “Harry. Ware, who -
represented a Kimberley (South
Africa).. syndicate. Cecil-
Rhodes easily solved this pro-
blem by buymg out the syn-
dlcatel

So Lewamka was persuaded
0’ s1gn a mew concession - in
June, 1890. This gave “the"

Company absolute - éxclusive -

and . perpetual right’ to search

. Faced W1th ng Lobengu . for and.extract minerals over .

la’s repudiation, ;Cecil: Rhodes -
sent the first batch of white -
settlers to occupy part. of the -

the whole territory of the Ba--
rotse: natron,. and. .this was
presented at.a “treaty between

the Barotse Nation and Queen -

. Victoria™ In return - Charter-
was pledged to finance educa-
_tion~and: industry, maingiia a
British ‘Resident, and pay the
Paramount Chref £2>(m9 a
year A

Charter was in Bo. hur,ry to
fulfﬂ its pledges. Tt did not-
appoint a'Resident until 1897,:

the first_school was not open-

ed. until 1907, aad apart from
copper there is hardly any de-
veloped industry today.. The
‘concession was revised in 1900

whea the then British Govein-

" ment-was’ drrectly mvolﬂed for

the. first time— ‘though - the .

"Queen’s authority had- ‘been -

invoked ten years earlier. This °

.. revision also cut the annual
* payment to. the Paramount
" Chief from £2000 to £850 a

- year !

B Meanwhrle, after the deal
with- Lewanika, more agents -
were sent out by Cecil Rhodes.
Before  the end' of 1890 they

- had got 14 more treaties sign- -
ed (some
- and others . without interpre-’

without . witnesses -

ters present!), and in all cases
‘it seems clear- that localschiefs

"had signed away privileges to

‘land and monopoly rights out-
side'- their - jurisdiction. . Still,
they were sanctioned by the.
British Government'in 1894.

The recent Whlte Paper
issued . before -Independence
Day - entitled  “The "~ British
South. Africa’s Company’s -

Claims to Mineral Royalties

in. Northern® RhodeS1a”, traces
this early history in . detail
and . ‘describés the eﬁorts
which have been made. since
1920 to solve this problem. It
proves conclusively that “the
Lewanika concession was ‘ex-
tracted by false pretences,
and that his_terrifory did not

- in any case extend to what is

now known as the . C0pper

_Belt. Moreover, even if the
-treaty -were genuine, it had

been ratified by  the British -
~Government, but did not bind -
the new state . of Zambia.
- However, the £4 million com-
pensation paid  jointly by
Zambia and the new . British
Government has now ended

this long process of exploita- -
tion, and ‘frees Zambia from .

‘ (I.cabour Colomal Secretary at,
that . time) -signed an . agree-

“holders.

are. Lord- Robms Lord

- ment with - thie Governor and

the. Company “that - Chaster

‘would - continue - to - receive
_royalties - until - October - 1st,
1986. In return Charter agreed

. to pay 20 per cent of its reve-
‘nue. to the Government - of-

Northern Rhodesia. No- Afri-
“can had a voice in. the matter !

Zambia has now. ended this.

‘infamous - agreement, but
Charter will go on making

‘huge -profits. 4 Between 1956
-and 1963 after paying all tax-

es -its income amounted to £80

.million. Its.present chairman,
Mr.- P.' V. Emrys Evans, -re-
“cently reported that * ,
'solidated . profit for the. year

‘the con-

under review is £14,423,000”
(London .TIMES, April - 3,
1964). Dividends. to its share-
totalled over £8
millionn _last year, .compared
Mgf:% just over £l million in
1 : .

Among Charter s d1rectors
Mal-
vern and many other Tory

‘big business tycoons ‘are link-

ed with it .through De- Beers,

. Anglo-American Corporation,

Union Corporation, Barclays

.Bank and other big trusts.
Lord Salisbury was a director.
until 1961 and still retains his -
“financial interest. No wonder

the big Tory magnates fought

to the last ‘breath to prevent

Zzmbia - from putting an ‘end
to the. payment of royaltres to
Charter :

But the batﬂe is mot . yet.
OVer.. Zambra’s economy is
stil. mamly .dependent on cop-

per. Fhis is completely in the
wner-slup and coahol of two

paying in the future royalties °
of £40 for every ton of copper -

mined. The White Paper de-
clares bluntly: “It is. very
questionable .in the circum-
stances whether they should
be paid anything at-all - It
may well be rather that these

who. have -been- paying ~the | -
‘royalty over the years. have as| = <0
valid claim for compenaaﬁon

agamst the‘company

- CHARTER : S’I‘ILL " Rons

While this new . step is. ex-
tremely welcome, it- makes no

basic change in the ability of | =
Charter to carry on its ezplor- ,
tation in southern Afrk

was the big copper monegk
which “paid the royalie
Charter, but Charter itselft Has

- big.investments in these capper

firms. This means that a lasge
- proportion of what it has lost
comes back in' amother way I’

Charter is a huge mono-
poly extending far beyond the
extraction of royalty pay-
ments. It has investments -of
over £70 milkion, including
those in De Beers Investment

Trust Limited, Rand Selec- |

and the

all of whom'are in the Repub-
lic of South Africa. It has
mineral rights extendmg over

16,000 square miles in Mala-

wi, 134,000 acres of . citrus.
and other estates in Rhodesia,
‘and owns 99 per cent of the
shares - in the Rhodesna Rall
way Trust.

Charter’s.

1937 Even at that * time its
authority to collect royalties.
was seriously - challenged. . In |
January, 1938, - Ormsby-Gore,
the Britisk Colonial Secretary
who was ' related 'by marriage
and a personal friend of Dou-
gal  Malcolm,

ernor: of Northern = Rhodesia -
refusing. to re-open the ques--
tion.of ithe company s tltle

After the war- Charter’s
royalty. income rose steadily
to- £2,628,000 in 1949. Again

- the. royalty rights of Charter | -
~were -hotly; disputed..and- at

that timé eyen Sir Roy Wel-
ensky challenged ifs_ right. to
levy royalties. but lafer caved
in. After further talks in 1950,

 the/late Mr. A C"‘??Ch Joneés |

g e

lmge c o p p er trnsts—t he
_Anglo-Amerlcan Corporation
of 'South Africa, and the Rho-
" desian - Selection Trust. 'Fhe
: former owns- three - copper -

mines  and = operates. through

" its subsidiaries—the Rhode-
sian Anglo-American, and the.
‘Rhokana -Corporation.
“latter owns the Mufiliva, Roan
~Antelope and Chibuluma
‘Mines. . Between them the -
gross profits from copper last

year were - over £54 mrlhon

, CUTI‘ING CLAWS
The .Anglo-American Cor-

poratlon has no less than 145
- Nati

subsidiaries . and - associates.
Last year its mines produced

+345,000 tons of copper, worth
- £80 million; In 1962 its share-
_holders received 100 per cent .
- dividends. - With -its headquar- -
ters in Johannesburg,
- Africa, it is headed by Harry g
Oppenheimer, the giant ‘mine- -
- ral magnate, who is also a di-

rector of Charter, and also-of . _ ] ] _
-scurces - which will enable it

Tanganylka Concessions

—which in turn is linked with

Union Mmlere, the big cop-
per trust in the Congo.

All that has happened SO

far is .that Zambia has cut off
ONE of the claws of Charter’s
giant monopoly. It may be too
soon to take action to cut off
any. more claws,. but it seems

" clear that serious steps must

already be considered to have

some kind of control over the

operations of the remaining
activities. of ' Charter and all

remam.

- ing conditioris. In recent years .

-European miners -
“double the- total wages of - -

The -

South

This” wﬂl also mvolve gwmg

~more’ encouragement to the -

. African’ copper miners to raise

“their level of wages and work-

“their own efforts have won. bxg
. Jmprovements but 5,000 -
_still - get

37,000" African miners.: Afri~
can - advancement in  the.
‘copper mmes has-been at a
snail’s pace,” and ihany . Affis
can miners - are capable of .

- skilled jobs equal ‘to those Of

‘ELropean miners. . -

The wmnmg of polmcal in.
dependence in itself will net .

" solve Zambia’s big problems,
-But it does. put a -

~wespon in the hands-of Pre‘
srde%t Kaunda and the United

nal - Independence -Party
'(UNIP); the trade unions; and
people of Zambia to press for-
-ward for more basic. changes -
in the economy, for the raising
of living standards, and the-
scope and Ievel of education

 Zambia 1s; more fortunate-
than most African countries ™
in h'a_ving the economic res

.to make far more- rapid -eco:
nemic -progeess. - British impes -

- riglism -and the -big monopoly . -

firms' will' still try to hold it

back and “squeeze the maxi= - -

mum profits. These efforts can
be defeated.-If -Independence
.Day ‘is followed by united ..
opposition ~ against neo-colos

- nialism and” solidarity  With

the struggle -in  Rhodesia- and. -
“South- Africa, there are good
,prospects that Zambia williset

the big monopoly firms which " the pace in the. aﬁfm }

- stuuggle for freedom. .

ST /

, royalty  income |
‘was. on a.comparatively low |
- scale before . the- second world |

- war, amounting to £301,000 in |

*Chairman of |-
,Charter) ‘wrote - to -the Gov-

: '—leaﬂeer feotwear for ladres, men and cluldren )
... ~—sandals forf ladies, men’ and’ young people——hght and du:able

_~—leather ‘sports .footwear for various sports- discriplines and workmg -
leather footwear for work ln industry, tramsport, aanculture etc.-,
—rubber footwear ‘as - wellmgtons halfboots working boots, ﬁeha-
. . man’s boots, overalls and others .. . o
- ~textile-rubber’ footwear/tenms{shoes, casual. shoes[
‘ ma:h for motor vehicles and bxcycles. e
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