
2 THE WORKER . 

THE COMING CRISIS. 
The propheey t hat Capitalism wae gradually 

drll llng towards tlnanclal disaster has been made 
so olte:1 during the past few yeare that the 
average man Is beginning to  doubL th sllnlty 
01 the prophets. To the work r who takes a 
superllclnl view or things, aplL&llsm a1111eare to 
be us firmly root d as ever b for , and the 
prophets are dismlssed as crazy lndlviduals who 
are looking at the existing situation lbroui;h the 
s1>ectncles of their own desires. 

Nevertheless every revolutionary has imposed 
upon him the bounden duty or investigating t he 
present tendencies of Capitalism, and endeavour­
ing tlS far as 1>os Ible lo estimate their fore and 
ilirect ion. And a survey of the existing sltualion 
will •1>e dily con vtnce us that while the ftnanc:ial 
crash bus not yet come IL is drawing appreciably 
nearer. Every week that passes finds the stat 
of nat ional finances gelling worse, and a fall In 
the vnlue of money expressing itself in Increased 
pdce• or all the necessaries of l ife. The financial 
=erts of Capitalism are grappling fiercely with 
the l>;obleru, without meeting with an apprecl• 
nble measur or success. Two t1itngs are re• 
quired to ease tbe situation if they could only be 
brought about The first ls that the workers 
shall b induced to Increase 1>roducllon for their 
kind masters, so that t l1ere shall be on hand a 
i;reater amount or wealth, which can be taxed lo 
ease the burden o( the war debt. This le almost 
tmpossl\)le or allainruent. Even the most 1,ress­
duped or Dubbs has begun to see through tha 
stunt. The other r medy for reduclqg lb flnM­
cial instability is the drastic cutting down or 
expel_l�iture. '!'his, too. Is l ikewise impossfbi . 

The brulai i l ies ol' Dritish Imp riallfim have 
arowied 1 0  natfonal conscious�ss the subject 
p oples ol the British Emr,lr . More and more 
t roops are required in Ireland, E�·t,t. itnd l ndlit 
to hold the Empire Logelher by'•·brule force. 
Bvery month that passes. the demands or th 
m llluiry TUochin e  or men and mone>· becomes 
more onerous. Any money lhat is ea ved by th 
culling do_»'n or expenditure for civilian puri>oses 
is immedJalely eaten up bJ' the  insaliabie de• 
mands or the mil i 1ary machine. And the apl­
talisL system, denied- the application of tbe 
remedies lliat could ease th si tuation, reels to­
wards Ile end. 

The outward and visible sign of u,at approach­
ing end is the constantly increasing price of all 

ET TU BRUTE 

Since the earliest days or class society th boss 
gang have skilfully played the game of sci cling 
dangerous members from out of Uie ranks or lhe 
oppressed class and effectively cl ipping their 
claws by-giving them a Job. 

The o11e1·,i lion is euphemistically called "pulling 
tlew into a l)Oslllon ol' responsibility."" 

Every page tn the tragic history of the pro· 
letarlat tells ils stories or I aders gone over. 

Vanll)", nagging and ambitious wives, and lure 
of weuith have all been blamed for these back­
slld fngs. 

" Just for a handful or silver he lefl us ! 
Just lor a ribbon Lo tie in his oat ! "  

1 rs a n  old, old t rJcl<. but I t  aye works. t r  he"s 
an extremist, give ltlm a job ; that'll seltl h im. 

Our omrade Nell J\l'Lea.n was once red-red 
as Lhey make 'cm. He was a Bolshevik and 
proud 01 ft. As P111·lt11me0Larr candidate for 
Govan even he talked red. When he reached the 
House of Commons t'he strains or the Red Flag 
were going 10 ring through the corridors of that 
ancleot structure. 1>resaging the fall or class rule 
even as the walls of Jerl-:ho ged beneath the 
bus-:c blast or the angel or t ' Lord. Wlrnt • 
bad brea1h  . that angel must i ·,e had ! Ah!  if 
the intclligint electorate 01 C?cvan. in their wh-1· 
dom. cl cled Nell. unpreceden ted would be the 
happenlngs in I he glorified gob-shop. 

And. besides. the workgale m eellngs he wax 
going to hold. What a furore in London the.re 
would be-a real live M.P. rousing th s1>irit or 
f ,•oil at  the workg:nes : s1ar1 1ing th a11a thctic 

the nee sari s of life, a factor that will force 

even the constitut ional British " orking class lo 
adopt dra tic aclion to maintain ev n their pre­
sent wretched standard of existence, and in the 
fight that is loom1ng up they " ill discover thnt 
there is no soiutton short of taking their indus­
t rial and social d sliny into lit Ir own hands, 
and establishing a system of producl ion for u ·e 
and not for pi-oHt.  

We are 1·a11ldly a)ll)roaching the greatest 1,erlod 
of social struggl in th history of Great Britain, 
and th  I as l in> we ol Lh left wing wute in 
discussing our L11eorctical d11ferences nnd the 
more hard work we throw Into Ille immediate 
task o( consol idat ing the workers industrially and 
socially th  sooner we will allain v icLOr)". 

Th dnng r Uiat confronts us is not that Ute 
workers wll i  acquiesc in tamely bearing U1e 
growing burdens that ar being Imposed on them, 
but that when they do revolt they will revolt in 
sections and be easily crushed bi' the superior 
power of 1 )1e Capitalist state. That this danger 
ts real no one will gainsay al a time wben ail 
sections are pulling 1orward demands for ln• 
creases, and ar preparing lo fight an almost 
hopeless batll on the old sectional lines. The 
duly or Socialists is plain at this Juncture. I t  is 
lo work unceasingly in lh t rade union and lo 
t he workshop lo g l con orted action amongst all 
sections of workers. Our class arc moving out 
to give balli<' to th Ca11ltalfst lass. The) ar 
movvig out in sections under a leadership that 
is anything but courag ous. 

The task tails lo us or 1 ry fog to gel a united 
policy amongst the various sections. :md develop­
ing n slroog unofficial movement !o s11ur on the 
l lmid leade�s. anti ev ntuallJ• to displace them 
when the struggle grows II re and they ;er 
n.bouL to sound a relrcat. 

The situation demands an Iner ased amount ol 
a l tention to worksho1, organisation. omc de• 
suilory crit icism of th workshop 11osilion has 
recent ll found expr salon. but it is devoid or an 
allernative r,oiicJ·. and gives no inkling a{ what
to tlo in 1>resent clrctm1stanc s. ll is always ea.qy 
lor :tnyone who stands abo,e th Industrial battle 
ot the working class lo criticise a 1,olicy of action 
in the light of an ideal that takes no account 
of l ime or cir umstance. But we are in need of 
action not in the distant l'uture when an ideally 
educaled working class has been developed, but 
at the present moment when we are entering into 

Dubbs or old ockaigne into a colUlclousness or 
the futility 01 M.P.ism.

Well. Govan returned him, and we wailed in 
vain for the Hed Flag and the workgate meet• 
ings. Lnstead we find our old comrad , the erst­
while extremist. inromling honourable members 
that he was no Bolshevik. What ! Not a Bol• 
sbevlk. l"p Jumped Churchill l ie was delighted 
10 i.eir il. He quoled flo:n outside speeches 
wherein the Member for Govan had claimetl to be 
a Rolshte, and then went on lo congrat ulate him
in his onversion to a saner frame or mind, point­
ing out 1ha1 there was nothing- like pull ing a 
man in a , es pons Ible position for t empering his
views. In fact Winston laughed at  him. and
honourabl members laughe<l along with h im. 

" Whal a fnl1 was there. my count rymen � "  
T h  scene I s  changrd. We are i n  l h e  Govan 

Town Hali. The honourable memb r presid s 
o"er an e.nthustas1k meeting. ne is no longer a 
1 e,olutionary agitator. Jus1 a plain, medioer 
M.P. 'l'be sJ)enk r of ! he evening Is lh right­
wing leader of t he I.L. P .. J. RamsaJ' Macdonald. 
J. R. M. doesn·t l ike Lloyd George. 'either does 
he like extremists, but the former Is the more 
dang rous ; he knows how to deal with Ute latter. 
Ramsay speaks : • • T H E  EXTRE�I IST I, EASILY 
DEALT WITH. GIVE H D! .\ JOB! Pl 'T HIM I K
A POSITION O P  RE PON l n l l,IT\' , "  

The honournble member lor <:ovan once again 
b<-cRme red-red as lhC"y m:1kf' 'r ': r<"tl indeed 
as a boiled loltslcr b111 onli in l he r,u·c. �lowli 
he slithers unde.- the lablf.> Alas ! 1,oor \'ori.-k , 
What an infinite jest , Trnl> this was the mos1 
unkindest cut or all ! 

MARK AN'l'ON\' . 

By J. R. CAMPBELL. 

a [lerlod ol declan·e atr,.gll'. Tlw work,hop 
mo,emvrt has nlwaJs thrived In such periOdl 
but 1he ne d !or it was never so great a 11 � 
al the present lime. It is the onl)" 0101 meot 
that can bring the dllfeN'Dl trades lo an induMry 
1ogether 1or common a<cllon against the bo. t .  
and bring the scattered lnduatrles together 1n1o 
a po\\ crful 111as1:; n1ovement, 1n every counlry Ul 
the world 

0

wher iho workers are begmning to 
struggi<' 1or 1,0,.cr the \\'orkerR' Connell. c·otn 
11osed ol delegates from the dlffen>nt v;orkshop1 
in lhe  district• linked u1> nationally, is the organ\. 
�al�on through whi<"h the workers can most ea Hr 
make 1he1r power tell. IL was th Workers' 
Councils hastily 1 evlved that saved Germany 
J rom the ml l i taris1 reaction, and may carry it lor. 
ward 10 a prolet.arinn d!statorsbip. ll is the 
"'ork rs' Councils that are being developed 111 
Italy as the proletarian weapon for lhc corulng 
revolutionary struggle. It is tbe development of 
such councils that the Third International lap 
the greatest stress ur>on. Vet we find in Brlla111 
the curious spectacle of Socialists who admit lb• 
llmltalions of Pnrliamentarlanism. or who even 
deny its ut ility altogether, and who as an alter­
native policy accept that or the Workers' Com­
mittees tbeor Licaily, CONTJN l' lNG TO WITH­
H LD TH EI R SU PPOltT FROM THE COM. 
�I ITTEr-:S IN l'RACTIC1'.:. They have accepted 
the new theory "hlle sUJI adhering to the old 
pracuce, 

The de,eio11ment or the struggle v.-111 ah 
em11hasise the need lor social organisation. The 
rank and file conference in London has endonied 
the 1iol lcy or •ocial committees which the Sco1. 
1 ish Workers' 'ommitlees are endeavouring lo 
popularise th roughout Scotland. These com­
nHLL ees are not merely admlnislraliv bodieo lo 
bt> set u1i In the sweet by-and-bye on I.be 
morrow ol th Revolution They a1·c Oghtillf 
bodies who h:11 e a definil function to per(orm ill 
,11·rangfng the footl supply. taking invenlone<. 
1>ermealing the co-operative, and organising the 
means ot working class defence. Tbey and Ole 
lndustdai commltlees will be successtui on)) ill 
proportion that Soclallals forget Lhelr 11am 
differences nnd respond lo •Ute needs ol lh ir 
class. The wor�ers are l inmg u1> ro1· baltl0• and 
the responsibility of guiding their struggles 10 • 
revolutionary direction rests on I.be shouidtrs of 
all activ oclaiists.  
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