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Th cataslrophe of war h deecended upon a la e 
of Europe, afler ravall'ing lanchuria, Ethiopia, Spain 
China. Additional tens of million of men, women and 

d n have been enveloped in the nightny.re-atmos• 
re of modern imperialist war, in which science, the 
que t of nature by man, is transformed into the in­
ment of the destruction of mankind and his culture. 
Our first respon ibility at this moment is to define 

rly, in terms understandable by the broade,t masses 
th American people, th J)O!lition of the Communist, 
y of the U. S. A. in regard to this conflict and it■ 

aequences to our country. 
For this purpo , our Party, basing itself upon the 
'mous deciaion of ix hundred and fifty party leaders 

thered in a Special National Conference at Chicago, 
tember 1, 2 and S, on the occasion of the Twentieth 
·versary of the Party•� foundation, hu today ad­

. .,_ ... .._ __ _, an open Jetter to Franklin D. Roosevelt, Pre■i• 
t of the United State■, and to all members of Conan1111, 

tting forth our poeition on the most pressing i1111ues of 
e moment in the minds of the people. I read to you the 

text of this Jetter : 
September 11 ,  1939. 

Franklin D. Rooeevelt,  Pr ident of the UnJted Stat 
Memben of Congr of the United tat 
Dur Mr. President and Con gr m•n : 

In this hour of world crisis, when the moat 
h o r r i b l e  catastrophe i d nding upon teM of 
aill ion of men, women, and children in other land 
and Is threatening our own country, American thought 
turns to the question of nat ional unity, to the unity 
of the great majority of the American people, in pro­
tection of the national interests, in furthering the 
caUN of peace, and in finding guarantees for American 
IOCial and national security. 

We addr this Jetter to you, on behalf of the 
Communist Party of the . S. A,. which baa apoken 
aanlmou Jy at a National Conference of slit hundred 
and fifty of its repr ntatives from all States, held 
hi Chicago, September 1, 2, and 3, 1939. We place 
llefllff those who are re ponsible for the weHare of 
..,. people and nation the firm 901ldarity of our Party 
with the hope, upiration and d ires of the great 
-jorlty of the Amerltan people, and the ardent wish
el oar Party and all It memben to work harmoniously
with this majority and it elected representatives for
the common interest and common e1fare.

Thia is all the more necessary Ince the Commu�iat 
Party of the U. S. A., although a relatively amall 
ainority party, Is the m t ■table and rapidly growinr 
of ■uch minorities, and exert11 an innuence upon public 
thoarht far beyond the confines of Its membenhip. 
It i■ alllo made especially necaary by the penlstent 
•d highly-orpnlse4 campaip of mlarepre■e11tatlon
,rhlch trie■ to picture our Party u un

i

erican, u an 
qency of some foreign principal direc against the 
lateresta and unity of the American ple-mlsrepre• 
-tatl011 which picture■ our loyalty t he principles

aodallsm u di loyalty to our own country and 
pie. These 1Janden are refuted by our political

•lew1 and our work, and by our position in the present
ailu. 

We are American■ who love our country and would 
_.,.e it by our be■t thought and most energetic actl1111. 
M we undentand the American tradition and Conell• 
t•tion, all penons, parties, and groupe, have the respon• 
alblllty and duty to make clear, beyond doubt, their 
fira and uncondit ional defellle of American social and 
utlonal ■ecurity ; with this eetabli hed, we believe that 
aJJ. induding the Communists, have the full right to 
,-rtidpate In the democratic public life of our nat ion 
and to participate in lt11 common ta k11, without dill• 
erlmination on account of creed or political affilia• 
tlon. 

We wish to place on rerord our firm accord with 
tlte stand of the President of our country aplnst 
American involvement in the war, or In the rivalries 
and 1111tagonism11 which have led much of Europe into 
ehao■. We aupport the Pr !dent's expreaaed determina• 
t1on to exert our country's Influence against extension 
·et the warfare, esi,Kially u ·It involves the Americas,
and to brine it to the speediest p018ible 'end in .--y
to aboliah forever the practice of violen( settlement
of disputes between nation . 

Al this moment the hope for firm national unity
In in rallying all Americans In support of th is policy,
and In ■-IIPOrt of the President who has best expressed
tile heart. and mind■ of the people.

We add our voices to the popular condemnation of 
all who are attempting to find pel'!IOnal profit or 
urrow partisan advantage In the conditions of world
ailli which pr upon our people ; we pledge our
Party lo cooperation with those who ubordinate their
,e,,_.i, partisan, or class interests in order to se"e
tile interests of the nation-which can only be the
lateresta of that vast majority of the people who labor,
In whatever field, for the comn,on good. 

We call attention to the fad that our country 
aoat powerful in the world, occupies a J)Ollition toward 
the world menace of war, imilar in m08t important 
rnpect!I to that occupied by the econd IJIOSt power• 
fa! nation, the Soviet Union. Both, are neutral toward 
the rival imperialist ambitions and interests, both are 
Heply sympathetic to the peoples whoee national In• 
dei,.ndence is In jeopardy, both ardently d ire and 
ltrln for an ordered and peac�ful world, both wish 
to make the world ufe for human culture, science, 
work, and happln . This common attitude of the two 
rrealfllt world powen, reflect11 profound common na• 
tlonal intere■t.s which mu■t, 110011er or later and 
,referably sooner. r ult In common policy and iction 
tesether with all IJke-lDinded people■ and rovernment� 
to banish tlie force■ of de■truction lrom the earth 
to fttabli■h ,,rderly International relation , to aecur� • 
world .,.11ce. 

Very truly youn, 
For th• National Committee, 

COMMUNIST PARTY of the U. S. A. 
WM. Z. FOSTER, EARL BROWDER, 

Chairman. General Secretary. 
Upon the ba1i1 of the position here set forth [in the 

to Preeiclent Booaevelt] we have the tuk � under-

tand, and to help the ma s of the people to understand 
ho and why this cata trophe has· come upon the orld' 
a11d how the American people and humanity in ll'enerai 
oan mitigate it.a con equences and emerge from lta chaos. 

• 

The immediate in till'&tors and prepetrators of war 
are notorious and well-identified before the world. They 
are the bloody faaci t dictatonhips of Germany, Japan 
and Italy, which conducted the opening stages of th new 
imperialiat orld war in concert, under the llq of th11 
"Antl-Gomintem Axis." Th powers repreaent monopoly 
capital, in its mo t predatory and paruitlc tage of develop­
ment, which has destroyed the democratic orll'&nizationa 
of the people, and rules over them with naked club and 
bayonet through itl re ctionary claswupportera, pro­
fessional militarists, and the crimirtal underworld re­
cruited from the de-classed debria of the rott' and 
broken-down capitalist system. It has long been clear that 
the fascist dictatonhiJ)I can be halted in their march 
toward world domination only by auperlor force. 

We Communists have long been hammering this point 
home, and proposinll' in�iatently the world-unity of the 

r lbility for the ■tuphlit that loet u 
R la'• po erful 111pport J ly affiited and ■teraly 
dealt with." 

• 

In short, Chamberlain wu trying to trick the Soviet 
Union into the po■i�on of drifting Into war, not on lta 
own account or for 1ta own intereata, not even in aupport 
of any system of collective ■ecurity, not eftll with the 
right to fight in that war, but ■ola)y for alma to be de­
cided by Chamberlain, at a time decided by Chamber• 
lain, and in a manner cl■c ided by Chamberlain. 

lf the Soviet Union had permitted Chamberlain'• 
trickery tb succeel!, It, would have betrayed lta own people 
and ita own national intereata, it would have terribly 
weakenta the 400 million Chineae people in their fight lor 
independence, it would have harmed' the intereata of the 
Un� States, it would have broken the remaining buea 
of atruHle for world peace. 

Fortunately for the world, the Soviet Union wu not 
tricked. Stalin issued a aharp warntn, to the world on 
March 18th, while 1tating the So•iet Union'■ buic policy 
for world peace, that all idea■ of maldq the Soviet Union 
a catapaw to rake British cheatnuta out of the fire would 
have to be abandoned. Another sharp warning wu given 
in the resignation of Litvil¥)v. A further warning wu 
riven in the article by Andn Zhdano•, head of the Su­
preme Soviet'■ foreign policy committee. Other warn­
ings were given from week to week. But the Chamber­
lain coune continued undeviatingly to !ta final debacle. 

The Soviet Union algned the Non:Aggr111ion Pact 
with Germany, demonstrating to the world that if there 
ia to be no collective security, the Soviet Union ■till has 
the abillty to protect itaelf fully, that it decide■ its own 
policy, and that it retain• !ta strategic position of lead• 
enhip in the atruacle for world peace. 

Chamberlainite1 all over the world, not leaat in the 
U. S., were shocked to learn that Chamberlain could not
order the Soviet Union into war for his own alma and on
his own terms. They bunt into rap apinst the Soviet
Union, when it declared that It wu not obligated to go
to war either on the aide of Germany or of Great Brit­
ain, that It wu neutral, that It would not be drawn •into
othen' quarrels which could not be related either to or­
ganizing the world for peace, nor to any intereat of the 
Soviet Union itself.

Chamberlain's rage can be undentood u that of the 
thwarted conspirator. But why ahould American new11-
papera 10 apiritedly come to his sapport, while they com­
pletely ignore American national interuta and how they 
are affected T 

• 

EARL BIOWDER • The American people have no intere1t In insultinll' a

working class, as the force which could create a world 
democratic peace front, composed of all people■ and gov• 
ern,menta which for whatever reason desire world peace, 
which alone could confront the fascist powen with ■uch 
superior force that their defeat would be obvious and cuar• 
anteed from the outset, thereby restraining them to keep 
the peace. 

Thia project he,s not been realized in time to prevent 
the spread of the imperialist war to a large portion t 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and alao America-since Canada 1 
now involved. 

What -prevented the realization of a peace front auf. 
ficiently strong to hold off this long-threateninll' catas­
trophe ?  

• 

Three major factors must be recognized. They are : 
First, the split in the working class forces intern&• 

tionally and in various countries ; only a part of the work­
ing_ class could be mobilized to fiiiht for the peace front, 
while the other part remained under the leadership and 
control of tpose, like the parties of the Second Intern&• 
tional, who took orders from Chamberlain to follow the 
surrenders and retreats masked under the names of "ap­
peasement" and "non-inten·ention." 

Second, the failure of the so-called democratic gov­
ernments to ri..e above their conflicting imperialist ambi­
tions, their sabotage and scuttling of the Leall'ue of Na­
tions, their betrayal of Spain, Ethiopia, Austria, China, 
and Czechoslovakia, in the illusory hope that thereby they 
could divert the Axis aggressions exclu$ively against the 
land of socialism, the Soviet Union ; that is, the domi• 
nance of the Chamberlain orientation among the great and 
most of the small democratic powers. ; 

Third, the absence of the United States as a leadinll' 
force for buildin the peace front, due to the Tory Coali• 
tion in Congress which blocked the policies a nd efforts of 
President Roo!Y!velt in this direction. 

As the world entered the fateful days of August, it 
became clear that the Soviet Union stood alone am0DII' 
the great powers in pressing the formation of a solid peace 
�nt. Chamberlain and Daladier had dragged out their 
conversations with Moscow since April, were farther 
from agreement than when they started, and were will• 
fully drifting Into war without any agreement a fact 
whicJt they were hiding from the world. 

Poland was the object of the immediate threat■ of 
•aggression. Chamberlain and Daladier had given formal

guarantees of Polish independence-but had done nothing
',Vha�ver. to back this up with material guarantees, the
�obil1zatton o� force.s sufficient to throw back an aggrea­
�1on. The Soviet �mon offered the material guarantee of
1ta armed forces, m return for reciprocal guarantees of
its own borders. But the Poli h Government declared, In 
agreement with Chamberlain, that it did not want and
would not accept the military as !stance of the So'flet .
Union.

Yesterday Lloyd George made a declaration of the
grea�st historical importance. I am quoting not a Com­
mumat but the man who headed the British Empire dur­
ing the World War :

"One must not conceal fl'om ounelvea the 
enormous difference it would have made to our 
chances if at this hour the •  great air fleet of Ger• 
many, whlth i1 80 appreciably facilitating the 
chant of her arniie in Poland, were confronted 
by an equally powerful fleet of R11111ia-nd if two 
powerful RIii! Ian armi� were advancing IJne upon 
East Pru_ la and the other on Cracow. 

" . . .  that was the plan placed before our mill• 
tary ml on by Voroehllov. The tragic tory of the 
nj■ctla 8' W. ,.._ 11M )'et to lie &eW ... tile 

great and friendly power, merely because it baa declared
lte neutrality in a war toward1 which the United States bu
alao declared its own neutrality 1 The Soviet Union after 
�ctlvely leading the fill'ht for collective aecuri{y, but find­
ing itself alone and all ita effort■ thwarted, perforce no 
tired to the ufe poaition from which the United States 
bu never atirred for many yean. And for this, people 
who call themaelves Americana throw the most vik 
■landers against the Soviet Union.

15 It poaible to demand of the Sovl.it Union to enter 
this war, witbout agreeing that the United State■ la 
under the ume obllption T And yet the ume new1peper1 
who 11land!r the Soviet Union, are unanimou■ly airreed 
that the United States ahould atay out of it. The mo■t 
vicious alanderen, the Trotzkyites, the Lovestoneltea the 
Norman Thomas Sociallsta, one and all were in the for. 
front of the fi_ght against collective eecurity, denounctd 
it u a war policy, condemned even economic unctions u 
a war measure, di4 everything in their power to keep 
America isolated from any peace efforts demand that
America keep out o, war at any price-but' with one voice
they demand that the Soviet Union ahould enter the war 
under any conditions and at any coat. 

If these gentlemen think the war muat be utended 
at all coats, why do they not advocate America'• entry ? 
Or why do they not enlist themselves, and show their own 
military prowess ? 

But all such gentlemen who specialize in ,lander and 
confwtion, will never apply to the United State■ the 
1tandard11 and demand■ they raiae for the Soviet Union. 
In a backhanded . and distorted way, they thereby give
a tremendous tnbute to the Soviet Union-they are 
speculating upon the i nstinctive belief of the maUN that 
their main hope of aalvation lies in the Soviet Union and 
its new aocialiat system. 

But the Soviet Union has always specifically repudi• 
ated the idea that it settle all the problems of the world · 
it is setting an enmple for the world by it marvelo� 
economic advancement, its cultural victories, !ta uncon­
querable defense&, and ita offer to cooperate for world 
peace on the bui11 of equality. We cannot demand more 
from one country, even fr�m . the 11.econd greateet power,
even from the land of aoc1ahsm, especially when we do 
not yet demand a fraction as much from our own country. 

All the enemies of the Communist Party of the 
U. S. A. have rushed into print to announce that our Party 
Is dead u a doornail as a result of the Soviet-German Non• 
A11'an1111ion Pact. Doubtless the wish ia father to the 
thought, _although many honest liberals have merely been 
trapped mto an anti-Soviet position by their traditional 
muddle-headedness and lack of a firm backbone in criti• 
cal momenta of history. 

But the Communist Party has never been so firm 
10 united, so unshakable, or upon such. firm political and 
strategical &'found, as it is today. History will prove that 
it is precisely in these days that the Communilt Party 
has struck its deepest roots among the American people. 

• 

Tho11e who slander the Communist Party are about. 
Ing that we were demanding that America make war but 
we apologize for the Soviet Union when It refu1t1 to �e 
war. Allow me to remind all such alanderen that they
always misrep esented us when they said we 'wen for a
war policy. But we always baaed our propoul■ for an 

• American peace policy squarely upon protoctMa of Aaerl· 
caa interest■, and alway■ u a road to prevent war never
as a policy of going to war. Allow me to remind yo.; of the
clear and unequivocal statement that I made from thla
�• platfor,m, In Madiaon Square Garden, May 4, 1988,
in_ de�ate with M . Frederick J. Libby. A111wering Mr.
Libby • chariie that I advocated American entrance into
war, I declared :

.. Bat whal do we act..., ,..._.7 We ,c. 

poee to make ,-ce profitable and war unprofitable. 
We do not propoee war or any 1tep1 that ....W
lead to war, We do not propoM any entanrltar alU•
Ulee■ nor any Jllllltatlon upoa Am rlcan fr•­
of dedaloe and action. We do not ev n propoee tut
Aaerica ahall accept i.ad rahip fro• any other
country, We do J10t propo■e to abelMlon any al tlle 
rreat Americall tradlti- In foreip polley. We •
not PNll'ON UIY re•olatlonary innonti.■." 

Thoee thoughts permeate all our utterance■ oa 
American peace pallcy through the put yean. If the pro­
poaala of the Soviet Union, if the propoaals of Amerlcall
Communist., which were 1upported by a broad mu■ 
opinion and innaential leader■ touching all c1al■el and
camP1, e■pecially in Britain and Fran�, to halt the fa. 
cist offensive by concerted action before it wu too late, 
have ao far come to naught, that ia not our fault, for we 
did everythfna, within our power to have them accepted 
and acted upon. 

Now we have a new world 1ltuation. The catut?oplle 
of war ha■ been inflicted upon new terrltorit1 and peoplel, 
in the heart of Europe. But thank■ to the actin .,..ee 
poliey of the Soviet Union, thanks to the vigilance of tta 
leadenhlp, the ■ftuation is by no means helple■a. llall1 
di■tinct improvementl may be noted In the world ■itua­
tion. Allow JM to cite a few of the more favorable -. 
velopmenta : 

1. The United Stat and the Soviet Union, the two
create■t and mo■t peaceful powera, find them■elvea in 
a much improved situation ; immediate threat of war 
apln■t the Soviet Union has been lifted, the area of war 
clrcum■cribed ; while the U. S. find the Far Ea1tem door 
openinr up again, after it had been clo■ed tight araiMt 
us, and the fucilt threat againat Latin-America lif,tinr. 
Thi■ 11 the Immediate reault of the breaking of the fu­
clst Axi1. What non■en e to think that what helps Amer­
ica and the Soviet Union can be bad for the world u a 
whole ! 

2. China hu been enormoualy encouraged and 
1treni-thened in her 1\cht for national liberation, by the 
amuhing of the Axil. This ,, the blgpat help that China 
hfl received in years from anywhere. Who would be ■o 
bold u ta ■ay thet the fate of China'a 400 11\lllion■ is not 
of importance to America and to the world ? Thia he)pe 
to lift the greateat potential threat again■t the future 
of the United States In the Pacific. 

8. Not only wu the Axis broken, which had been the
main aource of fuci1t 1ucceues in world politics, but the 
barbarous Nui ideology, which held the German people 
hypnotized, has been irretrievably undermined and 
cracked. The precondition■ have been created for a ■ucca■-
ful democratic revolution of the German people, which 
alone can remove the threat of faeciam from Europe and 
the world, and which Chamberlain fears equally u 
deeply as Hitler does, but which the peoples of the world 
will welcome with the greate■t en,thusium and joy.

• 

Yea, the position of the United State■ has been lm• 
proved in world attain. But that doe■ not mea11 t,hat our 
problema are solved, or that they will ■olve themaelv• 
automatically. No, our problema become mon compli­
cated, and the lllller threat of. nadioa ■ad ,..._ ii ria­
lng more menacingly than ever under the atmo■phere of 
war. 

Let u■ ■peak in the moat concrete tenna. The TorJ 
Coalition of Republican■ and Anti-New Deal Democrat■ la 
■houting phrase■ aboat national unity. Unity of the people
of our nation la indeed a preNing need, felt by all. But 
what do the Torie■ mean when they ■peak of national 
unity ? They obliringly tell u■, thet they demand a "coali­
tion cabinet," to control the Pre■lclent and all national
policy, in which the Tory coalltlon ■hall have a majority
voice. They say th i■ the only way to have national
unity.

But thf■ i1 dearly and openly a threat againat na­
tional unity. What the · Tories are saying ii, in effect, 
that the power of government mu,t be placed In their 
hand■, deapite their rejection at the polls, or elae they 
will not permit any unity of the nation, they will go into 
oppo■ltion to diacredlt and de■troy the leadenhip of the 
nation. They refuse to accept the luderahip. cho■en by 
the overwhelming majority of the people. 

The Tories are not quarrelliq about the diatriba, 
tlon of honon to individual■. If they demand, u they do; 
a drutlc change in the leadenhip of the nation in their 
favor, u the price of national llllity, they do so with the 
determination to ■mash and eliminate all tho■e policie■ 
known u the New Deal, ap1n■t which they have foufht, 
which they never accepted. and which they are now de­
termined to deatroy. Every meuun to cive IOcial .. 
curity and more democratic ripta to the American 
people they are determined to wipe out. And this frontal 
attack apin■ t the Interests of the people, they call a 
mean■ toward "national unity." 

We declare that this Tory attack l■ the greate■t 
dan,er to national unity. The unity of the p,ople can be 
formed, not around Hoover, Vanderberg, Glua, Garner 
& Co., but at thia mom,nt eapecially it is pouible onl; 
around the man who wu cho■en by a ten million majority 
who promised the people that be would never let the� 
doh, that he had just begun to fight, who bu tried to 
make good his prom!- aufficlently to earn the hatred 
of all the wont enemies of the people-l"re■ ldent Frank• 
lin D. Rooaevelt. 

We declare that unity of labor, unity ot the working 
clau, unity of the trade llllion movement, must be the 
backbone of any really effective unity of the people. 
Worken of the AFL 1111d CIO, who arne in the rreat 
majority on all the moat crucial is■ue■ of the cl■y, must 
find the way to act together u they already think to­
gether, to defeat all enemle■ of llllity, and to make labor 
a great power in the life of our country, abol'e all in th11t 
day1 of danrer and emer,ency. 

The Communist Party, commemorating lta Twentieth 
Anniver■ary, dedicate■ Its.If unconditionally to the 
1trunle for the lnterut■ of the working dua, of all the 
American people who aerve the common welfare, for the 
intereltl of the nation. 

It la testimony to the ■trencth of our Party amons 
the lll&IHI, and to the affeetivene■■ of our work, that 
Tory reaction and all It■ ■limy a,ent■ concentrate all the 
force of their attack■ at this moment acain■t u■. 

The Die■ Committee hu j111t ■tared a particularly 
arrogant and brutal auault a,ainlt our Party, by cl'rinr 
a forum for tlradea by profe■1 lonal enemie■ of our Party 
to charge ua with everJ crime on the calendar, wlthoal 
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