Brands Mine Chief As Ploﬂing
Stoppuges; Hits Walter Reuther

Following is the text of an
oddress by Earl Browder, at
Symphony Hall, in Boston,
Friday night.

Tonight I want to discuss the
main economic problems of the
war and the peace to follow.

Before I go into these main
problems, however, I think it
necessary to say a few words about
a current economic problem of
& most specific nature, namely,
the strike of maintenance men in
the Detroit automotive industry in
which a few hundred wildcat
strikers threatened to die up the
entire war industry of that key
center. It is ..y profound convic-
tion that this strike was a product
of a coospiracy against our ne-
tion’s war effort and ulinst the
labor movement which must be
exposed and stamped out if the
war is to be won at minimum
cost and a secure peace estab-
lished. It is necessary to know
who is responsible for this strike,
and brand those responsible, s0
that such things shall not spread.

Pirst of all, it must be estab-
lished that the vast majority of
.the United Auto Workers Union
members and officers are loyally
and steadfastly adhering to the
no-strike policy, and have done
their best to restrain the little

group of wild-cat strikers who
" have been stirred up by sinister
outside influences. I sald the
overwhelming majority—but not
all. The time has come when the
Auto Workers Union must stop
tolerating that little minority In
its midst who secretly conspire
with John L. Lewis to bring about
strikes and disorder in the indus-
tey. Por it !s John L. Lewis and
his vast corps of organizers who
are directly behind most strike
movements in America today.

Secondly, the time has come to
call a halt to the activities of those

who, formally supporting the no-
strike policy, in actugl practice
work with and protect those who
openly incite strikes. I refer to
one of the officers of the Auto
Workers Union, Walter Reuther,
without whose toleration, sym-
pathy and collaboration, the
strike-inciters could not carry on
their damaging work.

Thirdly, it is necessary to say
that John L. Lewis dares to openly
reject the no-strike policy and
conspire to bring strikes in other
industries, only because he has
the protection and collaboration
of candidates Dewey and Bricker
and their election campaign beck-
ers. The time has come when the
whole country must join the labor
movement in demanding that this
unholy combination shall be
broken up.

The American trade unions as a
whole have a magnificent record

of adherence to the no-strike
policy, of unexampled performance
in the production of war materials
for our armed forces. They will
not permijt this glorious record
to be clouded by any little groups
of wild-cat strikers incited by
John L. Lewis in his political cam-
paign of vengeance for a private
feud against the President of the
United States and on behalf of
8 candidate for office who is
willing to benefit from such dam-
aging work.

Now to Prowed to the larger
economic problems of war and
peace, which are the heart of all
our political probiems upon which
America must pass judgment in
the current elections. The key to
these problems is contained in a
full understanding of the terms
“conversion” and “reconversion.”
“Conversion” is a term which

“mo'“

put the full force of our eountrys
unexampled productive forces in
the service of our Army and Navy
to annihilate the Hitler-Japanese
enemies of civilization.

Our country’s economy, under
the stimulus of war and with the
cooperation of marmgement and
1abor and govermment, performed
miracles in the process of “con-

‘version.” We raised our nation’s

total production to two and a
half times as high ag it ever was
before in histary; we supplied our
armed forces as armies and navies
were never supplied; we provided
weapons, munitions and supplies
to our sllies in unprecedented
velume, and with it all, notwith-
standing gome shortages and
hardships at home, we provided
the domestic market with a greater
tctal of goods than in any peace-
time year, and double the total
national production of the time
of Hoover.

Conversiori was a smashing suc-
cess. Now, at the moment our
soldiers with our allies are clinch-
ing victory in Europe, and thereby
also sealing the doom of Hirohito
in the Pacific, the foundations of
policy are being laid to guarantee
that victory will not catch us
unprepared as did war, that
America will be ready to make
as good a job of “reconversion” as
we made of “conversion.”

°

Reconversion, however, is not a
simple return to the conditions
before the war. Such a goal as
that of merely the pre-war status
would mean fhat America would
have to lay idle some 60 percent
of our productive economy, and
render unemployed a large pro-
portion of our working population.
No, reconversion must have an-
other goal, nothing less than the
maintenance of the full operation
of our nation’s economy, at the
level at- least of the high mark
demonstrated to be possible dur-
ing the war. Reconversion is the
task of organizing American
economy to produce for peace-
vime needs Jn the scale we now
“produce for war. [

What unsolved problems stand
in the way to prevent us from
reaching such a goal? Not tech-
nical problems of production, for
management and labor, working
with government, have demon-
strated that they have the ability
to solve any and all technical
problems.

If we want to put our finger on
the chief difficulty of reconver-
sion, let us ask ourselves what
factor which was present in the
converston Jeriod is still ahsent
‘n the plans for recouversion. The
dnswer is, of course, the market.
Conversion was speedy and
reached tremendous heights, be-
cause it was orgamized and di-
rected toward the definite goal
of the production of specific
things, for which the detailed or-
ders were given and payment was
guaranteed even before produc-
tlon. Conversion was aimed at a
definite and unlimited market.
That is the key to its unparallefed
success.

°

Recanversion will be successful
just to that

emment are able to find or to
create markets on a scale com-
parable to the market of war,
markets which demand very
definite itetns of production for
which our economy 1s equipped, on
a scale limited oaly by our ability
to produce, and with payment
therefore approximately as certain
and prompt. If we cannot or-
gunize such markets, then all our
talk about reconversion and full
employmert is s0 much shouting
into the wind.

Recenversion markets as big as

EARL REOWDER. =~ .-
‘hose which yudie éonvenion 8

success must ‘'be found at home
and abroad, in thé aanestic and |
in the foreigh flelds. qun two
fields present quite diffefent. prob-
lems which need to be enmlned
sepurately But they are also ued
together; first, by the fact that
both -must expand, for if one
shrinks - it will. .stop the -other

. from expanding;- second, :by the

fact that their combined.necessary |

total .is already fixed by the ex-

isting . level of war .production,
and to the degree that the:do-

mestic market falls short:of that 4

total the foreign market must
make it up; and finally, by the fact .
that in the long run the expan-
sion of the foreign mdrket also

forces even more expansion of the |

domestic market, as asad when
long-term credits and investments
in the foreign field are amortized.
In the long run it is the do-
mestic market which is decisive.
The consumption of goods by the
American people as a whole,’ on
an expanding scale, is the only |
way in which American economy -
can be kept in full operation.
That is what is involved in an
expansion of the domestic market.
°

To distribute goods for con-
sumption, however, requires not
only a sufficient number of per-
sons who want the goods and are
willing to do the consuming. In
order to became customers such
persons must also have the money
to buy what they want. The prob-
lem of our domestic market ex-
pansion is the problem of finding
Jomestic' customers, that is, per-
sons who want to consume more
and have the financial means to
do it, in sufficiently large numbers.
“From the point of view of
achieving full production and em-
-ployment, it is immaterial who

!

tnd Af - wWye . envisage: no rweal
ehanges - {n°:the distridbution  of
purchasing power - among ‘existing
Individuals and classes, the key
prodlem af, reconversion has jeen
regduced down to the:task of:put-.
ting all:pyeilable investment cap-
ital to work, of finding safe-and
prafitable investment opportunities
for. all the vast accumulations of
idle money .or purchasing. powert.

It i1s quite clear, however, that
domestic invsstment:opportunities
on the requisite scale do not exist
at this stage. That is so because
cur nation’s industrial plant has
already during the war been ex-
panded far and away beyond the
scale of our former peacetime

z market; ‘an8l’ until “this peacetime

{ market citit’ catth ' up”with our
plant - expension; ‘all possible dé-
mestic .inyestment: opportumities
will aggregat.e only a minor frac-
tion of the accumulated idle in-
Vestmen; cnplul.

-Amerjca is f.her;expre taced wlth
tt;g choige, either to. carry through
a radical redistribution of . the
nauonal income, so as to bting
the late pu:chsing power into
{ the ‘hands of that part of the
populapon which would use it for
consumptlon commoditxes, or to
find foreign fields of investment
which would bring an equivalent
volume of orders to American in-
diistries, on_a scale which would
engage all idle ¢apital in the
United States. »

The first possibility of solution
through'a radical redistribution of
the national ihcome may be ruled
out today as politically inaccept-

able’ to the majority of Amerlcam.
Thiere remains, theréfore, only the
fleld of foreign investments in the
form to produce foreign. markets
for American-products., . 5

At is for .this reason that. the
perspective .of .a . vast, agpanalon
of America's . foreign . trade has
become, of necessity, Item :No. .1
in any program of reconversion
to.full preduetion and full em-
ployment for peacetime, Without
a vastly espended foreign market,
the American - economy .cennot
even begin to think in . realistic
terms about the over-all proplem
of reconversion.

What  are the most eosenthl
preconditions which must be es-
tablished in.order .to,begin .the
organization of such huge foreign
markets as needed by America?

[ ] P

* ‘'Pitst of all, there must be stable
peace - throughout ‘the- world.
There must bé’'no wars of threats
of war  between nations; there
must” be no civil wars to ‘engage
any large or important part of the
world’s population; there must be
& world order of the family ‘ot
nations of such stability and per-
manence as to give the whole
worid the hope and epectation of
2 long-range peace. Without such
& peace, there can be no“serfous
development of ‘the huge foreign
investment opportunities that are
absolutely required by American
capital and by the American econ-
omy as now oJrganized.

That is the problem which was

(Continued on Pege 9)

A Meeting Boston's
‘Firsters’ Couldn’t Stop

BOSTON Oct 8.—All the concentrated venom of Boe-
ton’s pro-Dewey organ the Boston Herald-Traveler, all the
“indignation” of a band of 15 Coughhmte harridans picket-

ing the hall, all the efforts to dis:
rupt and panic the meeting by ex-
plodinz giant firecrackers, could not
stop 3,000 Bostonians from packing
Symphony Hall Friday night to hear

the Massachusetts Communist Po-
Iitical Association - which sponsored
the meeting, declared:

“Candidates Dewey and Bricker

Farl Browder. They cheered his
calm and masterful presentation of
issues. Thunders of applause and
gales of laughter met the political
satire, the hard:hittlng songs, the

can hardly expect not to have thelr
campaign of red-baiting Rysteria
picked—up by the lunatic fringe and
fascist gangster elements in every
community. Ner can any respon-

does the consuming so long as it

keeps all production plants in a

balanced economy in operation.

Butf since the problem is the ex-
pansion of consumption, it is basic
policy that no ilmportant section
of the population should, in the
reconversion - period, restrict its
consumption - under the present
level. Therefore, it is basic policy
for full employment, }hat the
working class, which 5 the largs
est group of: consumers,” should :
continue as & mlnlmui‘to receive '
a take-home wage equal i “volume

to that it now receives, regards .

less' of any change in average
worklng hours. e 9
o

Our country as a whole always
bas the full pu power re-
quired to pay for products
of full operation of its eeumy
It is not-absence of purchasing
power in the country that en<
dangers full production in the
reconversion period; the trouble
is only in the fact that to a
high degree the purchasing power
is In hands which already con-
sume about as much as they can,
and which hold this purchasing
power for purposes of investment.
If they could invest on a huge
ecale, they could put this purchas-
ing power to work; if they cannot
invest, they leave this purchasing
power standing idle, and to that
extent American plants and work-
ers stand idle also.

Therefore, if we take our eco-
nomic system as it stands now,

colorful flashing dances and swing-
ing music of the “F.D.R. Victory
‘Bandwagon.”

The temper of the crowd was
shown when the provocation inside

Tthe hall,’ made to sound like pistol

shots during the collection, failed

‘|completely to stampede the audi-

ence which responded by sending a
flow of $50 and $20 and $10 bills up
to the stage. Not a single person
left the hall

For days prior to the meeting the
Traveler in cooperation with the no-
torjous fascist sympathizer Florence
Birmingham had been trying fran-
tically to'“get the meeting stopped,
to have the show “censored,” to
turn out a° “mass demonstration”
against the affair. Their efforts
failed completely But it is signifi-
cant that' Miss:Birmingham found

reason to express thanks puhlicly
for the cooperation and courtesy

“|she had received from the Traveler
Tand from QGov. 8altonstall who are
‘lactively campaigning for Dewey.

In a statement released fhe next
morning, Anne Burlak, President of
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the s-voy Ballroom, Lenox Ave.

sible paper avoid any consequences
of the publicity it gives to such ele-
ments and their ‘plans’.”

Miss Burlak pointed tqQ the pos-
sible serious consequences;of ‘a panic
and called upon the police ta find
those responsible, to question Miss
Birmingham closely, to uncover any
direct connections with Republican
circles.

Meanwhile, the Traveler and Miss
Birmingham rushed to cover their
own fresponsibility with the cry that
the Communists had done it them-
selves!

These Dewey supporters had rea~
son to fear the effectiveness of
Bandwagon. Its satire, its music,
song and dance were sensational.

The Negro and white artists hit
hard for the things they believed in,
victory and a secure peace, for the
seelection of Roosevelt.

All in all—it was quite an eve-

ming!
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LEARN YIDDISH |

THE JEWISH
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTE

“is introducing a course in
Yiddish
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the Jewish Innu:‘“

The course will include:
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with special emphasis oa
conversation
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